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«Global Civil Society as an Actor in Global Governance: several cases»

The concept of 'global civil society' is becoming an integrated part of Global Studies as well as adding significant complement to the understanding of civil society concept as such, through comparing “national versions” of a general civil society concept . The report will cover the various strands of thinking, including classic understanding of this concept put together with contemporary views on globalization, which are needed to understand the 'global' character of civil society nowadays. Beginning with the European Enlightenment, concept of civil society grew in importance in times of East European dissidents and later -for African intellectuals and activists, and it should always be considered and interpreted in connection with present-day global politics. The presentation will focus on several important cases: relationship of civil society to global capitalism, to gender relations, to cultural difference and to political violence. Based on latest publications of the Yearbook of Global Civil Society presentation will show how the idea of a 'global civil society' is related to global governance and democracy, Based on the ideas of contemporary thinkers like Vaclav Havel, Jurgen Habermas and Robert Putnam.

