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WhatWhat is the CBUis the CBU®®??

The The FinnishFinnish--RussianRussian CrossCross--BorderBorder UniversityUniversity

ExpertiseExpertise acrossacross the the borderborder

ConsortiumConsortium of of fivefive FinnishFinnish and and fourfour RussianRussian universitiesuniversities

JointlyJointly developeddeveloped Master’sMaster’s degreedegree programmes in programmes in sixsix studystudy fieldsfields

EducationalEducational cooperationcooperation and and jointjoint effortsefforts on on worldwideworldwide marketingmarketing
of the of the jointjoint educationaleducational productsproducts

CoordinatedCoordinated byby the CBU the CBU DevelopmentDevelopment UnitUnit, , locatedlocated at the at the 
UniversityUniversity of Joensuuof Joensuu
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The CBU The CBU PartnersPartners
PartnersPartners in Finland:in Finland:

UniversityUniversity of Helsinkiof Helsinki
UniversityUniversity of Joensuuof Joensuu
UniversityUniversity of Kuopioof Kuopio
Lappeenranta Lappeenranta University  University  
of of TechnologyTechnology
UniversityUniversity of Tampereof Tampere

PartnersPartners in in RussiaRussia::
St. Petersburg St. Petersburg StateState
UniversityUniversity
St. Petersburg St. Petersburg StateState
PolytechnicalPolytechnical UniversityUniversity
PetrozavodskPetrozavodsk StateState
UniversityUniversity
EuropeanEuropean UniversityUniversity at at 
St. PetersburgSt. Petersburg
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WhyWhy wewe areare developingdeveloping jointjoint CBU CBU 
programmesprogrammes??

visibility in international educational marketsvisibility in international educational markets
attractiveness to foreign and national applicantsattractiveness to foreign and national applicants
well motivated and well succeeding studentswell motivated and well succeeding students
combining of educational resourcescombining of educational resources
incorporating complementary teaching expertise incorporating complementary teaching expertise 
in core areas in core areas 
expert exchange between CBU partner expert exchange between CBU partner 
universitiesuniversities
research coresearch co--operation between the partner operation between the partner 
universitiesuniversities
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The FinnishThe Finnish--Russian CrossRussian Cross--Border Border 
University ConsortiumUniversity Consortium

INFORMATIONINFORMATION

KNOWLEDGEKNOWLEDGE

UNDERSTANDINGUNDERSTANDING

CONFIDENCECONFIDENCE

RESPECTRESPECT

The steps of interconnectedness The steps of interconnectedness 
and partnership betweenand partnership between

the consortium universitiesthe consortium universities

6 CBU Masters’ courses
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THE MISSION OF THE CBU:

to develop joint Finnish-Russian Master’s Degree Programmes to 
the international markets through increasing and deepening the 
educational co-operation between Finnish and Russian universities

implementing the Bologna process and promote the European 
Higher Education Area (EHEA) –process in Finland and in Russia. 

The CBU education is of high quality and internationally relevant 
and competitive with focus on global and local applications. 

produce graduates with high-quality special proficiency and skills 
for acting across national boundaries in international and 
intercultural environment and specifically in European Russian 
relationships in the working and business life.

TENTATIVE

TENTATIVE
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THE OBJECTIVE OF THE CBU:

• To provide CBU graduates with wide range of high 
quality, internationally attractive and relevant Master’s 
Degree Programmes on several disciplines in English. 

• Another aim is to promote educational co-operation between 
Finland and Russia, the cultural and national equality, 
language plurality and gender equality. 

• Furthermore, the objective is to reflect the CBU values of 
interdisciplinarity, partnership and transparency in education 
and co-operation.  

• An additional aim is to increase the mutual understanding 
between all groups of people and enhance the build-up of 
individual networks of future experts by the students in 
their own field of expertise

TENTATIVE

TENTATIVE
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CBU VISION

IN THE COMING NEXT YEARS:

• The CBU Quality assurance system is in use in each CBU  Master’s Programme. 
Most of the Programmes are awarding double degrees. The Programmes are 
running with full capacity of at least 20 students per Programme. The choice of 
courses in English in each university is rapidly increasing. Marketing is global 
and efficient, the number of applicants meeting the admission criteria is at least 
double compared to the intake.

IN 2015 THE CBU:

• CBU Master Programmes are widely recognized and known of high quality and 
competitive programmes in Europe and globally. Motivated students from all 
over the world are applying for the programmes. CBU has enlargened to 10 
relevant master’s programmes with new partner universities and associated 
institutions. CBU Doctoral programmes are running, supported by the CBU 
Finnish-Russian research co-operation.

• CBU brand is well-known and CBU programmes have an international quality 
label. CBU programmes are in close co-operation with business and industry. 
The educational choices by students are aligned with market needs and 
employees with CBU degree that are highly valued in the labour market.

TENTATIVE

TENTATIVE
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Formulating the areas of 
competency in each partner
university

Formulating the core 
competences of the 
consortium

Formulating the sub-
competences  of 
the consortium

Formulating the 
curriculum for the joint 
Degree programme

Joint implementation 
of the programme

The steps of developingThe steps of developing
successful joint successful joint 
crosscross--border degreeborder degree
programmesprogrammes

AWARDING THE DOUBLE/
JOINT DIPLOMAS

The The DevelopmentDevelopment ProcessProcess of of jointjoint degreedegree
programmesprogrammes
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The CBU The CBU StudiesStudies

When graduating students will be awarded at least 
one national diploma – students meeting the national 
requirements in both countries may be awarded two 
national degrees
a CBU Certificate and a Diploma Supplement

PrerequisitePrerequisite: a : a Bachelor’sBachelor’s degreedegree ((oror equivalentequivalent) ) 
in a in a relatedrelated fieldfield and and goodgood skillsskills in in EnglishEnglish

ExtentExtent of the CBU of the CBU studiesstudies is is 
2 2 yearsyears/ / 120 ECTS120 ECTS

LanguageLanguage of of instructioninstruction is is EnglishEnglish
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CBU CURRICULUMCBU CURRICULUM
A GENERAL STRUCTUREA GENERAL STRUCTURE

120 ECTS 120 ECTS –– finalfinal combinationcombination of of coursescourses is is individuallyindividually designeddesigned in PSPin PSP

CBU Compulsory courses, jointly producedCBU Compulsory courses, jointly produced

Home University Compulsory coursesHome University Compulsory courses

ElectiveElective coursescourses fromfrom CBU CBU partnerpartner universitiesuniversities

Special courses, given by experts, jointly or by one partner proSpecial courses, given by experts, jointly or by one partner produced, available duced, available 
for all the CBU studentsfor all the CBU students

Science project and / or Internship (preferably across the bordeScience project and / or Internship (preferably across the border) r) 

Master’s Thesis, in cooperation with companies/organizations, suMaster’s Thesis, in cooperation with companies/organizations, supervised by two pervised by two 
universitiesuniversities

Min. 3 months period of crossMin. 3 months period of cross--border mobility in a CBU partner universityborder mobility in a CBU partner university

Versatile Versatile teachningteachning methods; Facemethods; Face--toto--face and distance education, seminars, face and distance education, seminars, 

projectsprojects
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The CBU The CBU MastersMasters’ ’ 
ProgrammesProgrammes

Business and Business and AdministrationAdministration
ForestryForestry and and EnvironmentalEnvironmental EngineeringEngineering
HistoryHistory
International International RelationsRelations
InformationInformation TechnologyTechnology
PublicPublic HealthHealth
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CBU Business and CBU Business and 
AdministrationAdministration

CoordinatedCoordinated byby the Lappeenranta the Lappeenranta 
UniversityUniversity of of TechnologyTechnology
PartnerPartner::
•• St. Petersburg St. Petersburg State State 

UniversityUniversity SchoolSchool of of 
ManagementManagement
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CBU CBU ForestryForestry andand
EnvironmentalEnvironmental EngineeringEngineering

CoordinatedCoordinated byby the the UniversityUniversity of Joensuuof Joensuu
PartnersPartners: : 
•• UniversityUniversity of Helsinkiof Helsinki
•• Lappeenranta Lappeenranta UniversityUniversity of of TechnologyTechnology
•• St. Petersburg St. Petersburg StateState PolytechnicalPolytechnical UniversityUniversity
•• PetrozavodskPetrozavodsk StateState UniversityUniversity
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CBU CBU HistoryHistory

CoordinatedCoordinated byby the the UniversityUniversity of Helsinkiof Helsinki
PartnersPartners::

•• UniversityUniversity of Joensuuof Joensuu
•• PetrozavodskPetrozavodsk StateState UniversityUniversity
•• EuropeanEuropean UniversityUniversity at St. Petersburgat St. Petersburg
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CBU International CBU International RelationsRelations

CoordinatedCoordinated byby the the UniversityUniversity of Tampereof Tampere
PartnersPartners::
•• St. Petersburg St. Petersburg StateState UniversityUniversity
•• St. Petersburg St. Petersburg StateState PolytechnicalPolytechnical UniversityUniversity
•• PetrozavodskPetrozavodsk StateState UniversityUniversity
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CBU CBU InformationInformation TechnologyTechnology

CoordinatedCoordinated byby the Lappeenranta the Lappeenranta UniversityUniversity of of 
TechnologyTechnology
PartnersPartners::
•• UniversityUniversity of Helsinkiof Helsinki
•• UniversityUniversity of Joensuuof Joensuu
•• UniversityUniversity of Kuopioof Kuopio
•• St. Petersburg St. Petersburg StateState UniversityUniversity
•• St. Petersburg St. Petersburg StateState PolytechnicalPolytechnical UniversityUniversity
•• PetrozavodskPetrozavodsk StateState UniversityUniversity
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CBU CBU PublicPublic HealthHealth

CoordinatedCoordinated byby the the UniversityUniversity of Kuopioof Kuopio
PartnersPartners::
•• St. Petersburg St. Petersburg StateState UniversityUniversity
•• PetrozavodskPetrozavodsk StateState UniversityUniversity
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WhatWhat the the studentsstudents mightmight expectexpect
fromfrom crosscross--borderborder educationeducation??

THE STUDENTS EXPECT TO GAIN SKILLS SUCH AS:THE STUDENTS EXPECT TO GAIN SKILLS SUCH AS:
(The CBU Learning Outcomes)(The CBU Learning Outcomes)

Subject specific expertise and to have the learning skills to alSubject specific expertise and to have the learning skills to allow them to low them to 
continue in third cycle studies continue in third cycle studies 
Research skills and creativity Research skills and creativity 
Capacity for analyses and synthesisCapacity for analyses and synthesis
Ability to integrate knowledge and handle complexityAbility to integrate knowledge and handle complexity
Capacity for applying their knowledge and understanding in practCapacity for applying their knowledge and understanding in practice, in ice, in 
new and unfamiliar environmentsnew and unfamiliar environments

Capacity for applying their knowledge and understanding in Capacity for applying their knowledge and understanding in 
international and multicultural environmentinternational and multicultural environment
Internationalization that advances succeeding in business lifeInternationalization that advances succeeding in business life
Problem solving and decision making in international environmentProblem solving and decision making in international environment
Ability to work in an interdisciplinary and international team aAbility to work in an interdisciplinary and international team and nd 
contextcontext
Appreciation of diversity and Appreciation of diversity and multiculturalitymulticulturality
Understanding of social and ethical responsibilitiesUnderstanding of social and ethical responsibilities
Concern for qualityConcern for quality
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OtherOther expectationsexpectations of the of the studentsstudents::
2) to be provided services such as:2) to be provided services such as:

•• well arranged, effective and competent teachingwell arranged, effective and competent teaching
•• versatileversatile teachingteaching methodsmethods
•• good supportive services (ICT, library, language...)good supportive services (ICT, library, language...)
•• wellwell organisedorganised guidanceguidance and and tutoringtutoring
•• possibility of giving feedback and participating in developing opossibility of giving feedback and participating in developing of f 

teaching teaching 

3) to have a choice of studies 3) to have a choice of studies to be aligned with needs of labour to be aligned with needs of labour 
marketsmarkets

4) to get a national or double or joint diploma and Diploma 4) to get a national or double or joint diploma and Diploma 
Supplement to prove the specific nature of the CBU master’s  Supplement to prove the specific nature of the CBU master’s  
degree degree programmeprogramme when applying for the working life or third when applying for the working life or third 
cycle studies.cycle studies.

5) to build up individual international network of future expert5) to build up individual international network of future experts in s in 
their field of expertisetheir field of expertise
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WE STARTED 2004 WE STARTED 2004 -- WHAT ARE WHAT ARE 
WE TODAY?WE TODAY?

Consortium of 9 higher education institutionsConsortium of 9 higher education institutions

MastersMasters’ ’ programmesprogrammes in 6 in 6 studystudy fieldsfields withwith jointjoint curriculascurriculas

ProgrammesProgrammes awardingawarding oneone national national diplomadiploma oror doubledouble diplomasdiplomas~ ~ 
80 80 studentsstudents fromfrom 10 10 differentdifferent countriescountries startedstarted in CBU 2007in CBU 2007

SignedSigned MoUMoU in 2006in 2006

ProgrammeProgramme specificspecific agreementsagreements underunder signingsigning processprocess

JointJoint studystudy guideguide publishedpublished, , wwwwww--pagespages, , advertisingadvertising materialmaterial

CBU QAS CBU QAS startedstarted

CBU CBU seminarsseminars: ”: ”QualityQuality AssuranceAssurance in in JointJoint International International EducationEducation
–– FromFrom TheoryTheory to to PracticePractice” 7” 7--8 8 NovemberNovember 2007 in St. Petersburg 2007 in St. Petersburg 
StateState PolytechnicalPolytechnical UniversityUniversity
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WHAT WE WOULD LIKE TO BE?WHAT WE WOULD LIKE TO BE?

MastersMasters’ ’ programmesprogrammes in new in new fieldsfields of of 
science science 
DoctoralDoctoral programmesprogrammes
MoreMore partnerspartners
AwardAward jointjoint degreesdegrees
StrongStrong cooperationcooperation withwith workingworking lifelife
International International qualityquality auditaudit
SeminarsSeminars and and publicationspublications
InternationallyInternationally wellwell knownknown and and attractiveattractive
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visibility and attractiveness of CBU HE in third countries

C
om

m
on practices and m

utual recognition

improved utilization of human, physical and financial resources

A REAL LEARNING PROCESS OF COMBINING
VARIOUS CULTURES RELATED TO ADMINISTRATION, 

GOVERNANCE AND LEADERSHIP

CONCLUDING REMARKS

GRAND THANKS
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ContactContact InformationInformation
The CBU The CBU DevelopmentDevelopment UnitUnit

DirectorDirector, , professorprofessor Liisa TahvanainenLiisa Tahvanainen
CoordinatorCoordinator MrMr Eero ForssEero Forss

EE--mailmail:: firstname.lastname@joensuu.fifirstname.lastname@joensuu.fi
Internet:Internet: www.joensuu.fiwww.joensuu.fi//cbucbu


