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Fourth International Winter School 

Sports and Politics: Putting Sochi in Perspective 

 

Biographies of the Instructors 

 

Heidi Beha is a German political scientist and economist by training. For two years, she worked for 

the news service of radio SWR. Driven by passion and curiosity, she signed up in 2010 as a project 

manager of the Robert Bosch Stiftung in Russia and Ukraine, where she was involved in women’s 

football and media projects during the 2012 UEFA European Championship. A year ago she joined 

the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) as a social media manager 

(@heidibh) and communications specialist in Frankfurt. Heidi Beha is an organizer of women’s 

football projects across Europe and is a player herself. As a member of FutureLab Europe, a 

European youth network and think tank, she participates in panel discussions and youth forums, 

publishes articles and joins high level policy conferences. 

 

Olga Chepurnaya is Professor of Urban and Sports Studies at the Department of Liberal Arts and 

Sciences at St. Petersburg State University. In her current research, she applies critical theories of 

sports to Soviet and Russian sports policy. In particular, she is researching the 1980 Summer 

Olympics in Moscow as a mega-event in the context of the Cold War and the case of the 

construction of a new football stadium, Gazprom Arena, in St. Petersburg, Russia. 

 

Andrey Makarychev is Guest Professor of Government and Politics at the University of Tartu. His 

areas of expertise are security concepts and Russia’s foreign and defence policies in its 

neighbourhood. His record of previous institutional affiliations includes George Mason University, 

the Centre for Security Studies at ETH Zürich, the Danish Institute for International Studies, and the 

Linguistics University of Nizhny Novgorod. He is a co-editor of the book Changing Political and 

Economic Regimes in Russia (Routledge 2013) and the author of numerous articles published by 

Global Governance, International Spectator, Problems of Post-Communism, Demokratizatsiya, 

Journal of International Relations and Development, Cooperation and Conflict, Europe-Asia 

Studies, Journal of Eurasian Studies, Welttrends, and other international peer-reviewed journals, as 

well as book chapters in edited volumes published by Ashgate, Palgrave Macmillan, Nomos, etc. 

 

Sergei Medvedev is Professor and Associate Dean at the Department of Political Science at the 

Higher School of Economics, Moscow. Born in Moscow, he studied at universities in Moscow, 

Prague, and New York City, and holds a Ph.D. in history. In the past 20 years, he has held research 

positions and professorships in Russia, Germany, Italy and Finland. He specializes in political 

theory, sociology, Russian studies, history, and social anthropology. Sergei Medvedev leads an 

international educational project Escapes from Modernity, organizing summer and winter schools 

across Europe dealing with issues of political sociology. He also hosts weekly TV and radio talk 

shows on history and civilization and writes columns for the Russian press. Among his recent books 

are Constructing Identities in Europe: German and Russian Perspectives (Nomos 2012), EU-Russia 

Relations: Alternative Futures (FIIA 2006) and Mapping European Security After Kosovo 

(Manchester University Press 2002). 

 

Viacheslav Morozov is Professor of EU-Russia Studies at the University of Tartu. He has 

published extensively on Russian national identity and foreign policy, and, more recently, also on 

Russian domestic politics and discourses on democracy. His current research project focuses on 

exploring the subaltern nature of Russia’s imperial pursuits, and thus applies postcolonial theory to 

Russian politics. He is the author of Russia and Others: Identity and Boundaries of a Political 

Community (NLO Books 2009) and the editor of Decentring the West: The Idea of Democracy and 

the Struggle for Hegemony (Ashgate 2013). 
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Katri Pynnöniemi is Researcher at the Finnish Institute of International Affairs (FIIA) affiliated 

with the EU’s Eastern Neighbourhood and Russia research programme. Her current research 

explores problematization of critical infrastructures in the context of Russian security policy 

thinking. Her recent publications deal with Russia’s defence industry, the Arctic strategy, and the 

politics of transport infrastructure development. She is the author of Critical Infrastructure 

Protection and Russia’s Hybrid Regime (European Security 2013), Russian Critical Infrastructures: 

Vulnerabilities and Policies (FIIA 2012) and International Transport Corridors at the Conjunction 

of Geography and Politics in Russia (Tampere University Press 2008). 

 

Igor Tomashov is Lecturer at the Department of Political Science at the Higher School of 

Economics, Moscow. He holds a B.A. in Political Science and a M.A. in International Relations 

from the Higher School of Economics and teaches a course on the history of political thought. He 

has also participated in various educational programs in Great Britain, Finland, and Germany and 

interned for the Carnegie Moscow Center and the Stanford US-Russia Forum. Since 2008, Igor 

Tomashov works as a project coordinator for the Escapes from Modernity. He is particularly 

interested in constructivist approaches to political science and has a number of publications in both 

Russian and English. 


