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This paper will critically examine contemporary theoretical and political controversies around the notions of nationalism, identity and sovereignty, and assess their significance for the study of Russia’s relations with its partners in Europe. It will bring together two dominant perspectives in the analysis of the future of the nation state in the age of globalization: the neo-liberal approach which claims that nationalism will inevitably fade away under the pressures of economic integration and interdependence, and the neo-Wilsonian idea of spreading democracy which downplays sovereignty as an obstacle in the way of global political liberalization. Both perspectives will be critically examined in the light of post-structuralist theory of identity, hegemony and universality. It will also be shown that the Russia’s post-Soviet experience, and its uneasy relationship with Europe and the West, can prove to be extremely valuable for the current debate about the future of democracy, nationalism and sovereignty.
