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EU-Russian relations. Immigration policy.
The European Union and Russia are developing strong economic, political, social and cultural relations for a number of years. Of cause, these initiatives have faced with lots of obstacles and even now, when countries tend to protect national interests by strengthening relations with main economic and political partners on a transparent basis, still some tensions arise. 


As far as cooperation between the European Union and Russia is concerned, the fundamental document is a Partnership and Co-operation Agreement, which was signed in 1994 for 10 – year period
. Key areas of cooperation were: economic, political and social issues. In the late 2007 as the period of this agreement expired, countries agreed to develop a new one and what is more important to include more issues for further development. However, tense relations between Poland and Russia (and later Lithuania and Russia) decelerated the negotiation process, concerning negotiations of a new agreement. Nevertheless, in July 2008 the first round of talks was started in Brussels, Belgium. The key aspects of discussion were: political, economic and trade cooperation (particularly trade in energy), reforms in such spheres as justice, humane rights, public security, education, science and culture. The second round of talks was postponed by the European Union as a response towards the Russian-Georgian conflict.

As far as this research paper is concerned, the main goal is to analyse Russian-European cooperation in the sphere of the immigration policy, to be more specific, the simplified visa regime or even a possibility of a visa cancellation between Russian-European borders, that is to say a transition to a visa-free regime.


According to Sergey Lavrov, the head of Ministry of International Affaires of the Russian Federation, this particular step will allow countries to facilitate trade and business cooperation, strengthen interstate relations in many other spheres. That is why for Russia this issue is of great topicality and importance, especially when a double citizenship practice is not envisaged by the national legislation (if a person wants to become a Russian citizen, he will have to leave the citizenship of the other country).


Although the vise-free regime undoubtedly has some benefits for Russia as well for the European Union, political and mainly technical issues create obstacles for further discussion of this question. It is also very important to have institutional base to facilitate and drive negotiation process in the right direction.


However, it should be highlighted that from 1 June 2007 Russia and the European Union have a simplified vise regime. This decision was reached during the Russia-EU Summit in May 2006 and mostly refers to “close relatives, journalists, cultural and educational workers participating in exchange programs, scientists, students, participants in exchanges between twin cities and international sport competitions, as well as people wishing to visit the graves of their relatives”.
 In this new programme the United Kingdom, Denmark and Ireland are not included as they are not members of Schengen Agreements. Along with discussing simplified visa regime with these countries, Russian will have to arrange talks with Iceland and Norway that are not members of the European Union, but take part in Schengen Agreements.  
As of current state of affaires, in March 2009 an act “On ratification of the agreement between Russia and the EU on simplifying visa obtaining for the RF and EU citizens” was signed. This agreement simplifies obtaining single- and multiple visa entry for certain categories of citizens.
Thus, strengthening cooperation between Russia and the European Union in different spheres ameliorate and stimulate strong and transparent business relations, cultural and of cause economic interstate integration. However, lots of obstacles and unsolved problems are in the way for further successful integration even if it is concerned some social issues as facilitating cross-border movements. Moreover, the issue of the visa-free regime seems to be very remote as it involves unification and agreements on a great number of questions. Besides, cancellation visa regime will mark a new form of Russian-European relations: transparent and solid, but unfortunately it is very difficult to find common ground with all 27 countries, although Russia has developed a strong and friendly relations with lots of country-members of the European Union. Therefore, the question of the visa-free regime remains to be open for discussion and countries are willing to move forward on this issue, but a lot of time is needed as well as tolerance and will to cooperate. 
� http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/russia/index_en.htm


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.workpermit.com/news/2007-06-05/russia/schengen-visa-travel-agreement.htm" ��http://www.workpermit.com/news/2007-06-05/russia/schengen-visa-travel-agreement.htm�





