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Abstract
It is important to consider,  that the contributions of NGOs to the democratic culture are made through an extremely diverse body of activities which can range from acting as a vehicle for communication between different segments of society and public authorities, through the advocacy of changes in law and public policy, the provision of assistance to those in need, the elaboration of technical and professional standards, the monitoring of compliance with existing obligations under national and international law, and on to the provision of a means of personal fulfilment and of pursuing, promoting and defending interests shared with others. In order to make those contributions be visible and serve the community in the most effective way, Council of Europe had endorsed the special mechanism for this – standing Conference of the International Non-Governmental Organizations, whose member-NGOs have participatory status with the Council of Europe.

Legislators and executives, dealing with NGOs, should  bear  in mind that the existence of many NGOs is a manifestation of the right of their members to freedom of association under Article 11 of the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and of their host country’s adherence to principles of democratic pluralism. This is why there should  a close connection be made with such international legal instruments as Article 5 of the European Social Charter (revised) (ETS No. 163), Articles 3, 7 and 8 of the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities (ETS No. 157) and Article 3 of the Convention on the Participation of Foreigners in Public Life at Local Level (ETS No. 144).

Therefore, the  Recommendations, adopted by the CoE Council of Ministers as regulating mechanism, is not only directed towards Governments   of member states, but should also be promoted by the NGOs themselves – through such effective tools, as culture and education.  To be guided in their legislation, policies and practice by the minimum standards set out in the CoE recommendations, they  should also be promoted during regular educational seminars, organized for the government officials, legislators, enforcement agencies and judges. It is also important to  take account of these standards in monitoring the commitments they have made – and the monitoring services may be provided by the  research community from the social science, who could suggest specific  “measuring instruments” for it.

Only by  complimentary use of culture, social science and educational instruments, we can ensure that those  recommendations  are put to wide use,  disseminated as widely as possible to NGOs and the public in general, as well as to parliamentarians, relevant public authorities and educational institutions, and could be properly used for the training of officials. 

Speaking of democratic culture is not easy because democracy is the government of everybody, for everybody, by everybody (Theodore Parker, 1850) and everyone knows that trainers in seminars on leadership always say: everyone is thinking "I feel good, I feel all right, but all the others are so-so" ", and the democratic soup is not easy to taste good, and keep all the flavor for everybody, in these conditions.
But, maybe, it is easier to speak of what is done by the International nongovernmental organizations of the Council of Europe, because this institution is particularly suited to the blooming of democratic culture.
I shall successively speak of:
· The role of the Council of Europe

· The place of INGO in it
· The work of the committee
I chair: Culture, Science, and Education
I.      Council of Europe
"The aim of the council of Europe is to achieve a greater unity between its members..." art.1 of the C.E.
Following the Second World War, and the thoughts of people like Winston Churchill, the Council of Europe was founded in 1949. The Council of Europe seeks to develop throughout Europe common and democratic principles based on the European Convention on Human Rights and other reference texts on the protection of individuals.
Member States
The Council of Europe has a genuine pan-European dimension:
· 47 member countries
· 1 applicant country: Belarus; Belarus ' special guest status has been suspended due to its lack of respect for human rights and democratic principles.
The aims are
· to protect human rights, pluralist democracy and the rule of law;
· to promote awareness and encourage the development of Europe's cultural identity and diversity
· to find common solutions to the challenges facing European society: such as discrimination against minorities, xenophobia, intolerance, bioethics and cloning, terrorism, trafficking in human beings, organized crime and corruption, cybercrime, violence against children;
-
to consolidate democratic stability in Europe by backing political, legislative and constitutional reform.
The current Council of Europe's political mandate was defined by the third Summit of Heads of State and Government, held in Warsaw in May 2005.
How it works
The main component parts of the Council of Europe are:
· the Committee of Ministers, the Organization's decision-making body, composed of the 47 Foreign Ministers or their Strasbourg-based deputies (ambassadors/permanent representatives);
· the Parliamentary Assembly, driving force for European co-operation, grouping 636 members (318 representatives and 318 substitutes) from the 47 national parliaments;
· the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, the voice of Europe's regions and municipalities, composed of a Chamber of Local Authorities and a Chamber of Regions;
· the I.N.G.O (400) with representative statute.
· the 1800-strong secretariat recruited from member states, headed by a Secretary General, elected by the Parliamentary Assembly;

Official languages
English and French are the Council of Europe's two official languages. German, Italian and Russian are also working languages.
II.       Place of International Nongovernmental Organizations in the Council of Europe
Independent non-governmental organizations are a vital component of European society, guaranteeing freedom of expression and association, both of which are fundamental to democracy.

Recognizing their influence, the Council of Europe provides international NGOs (INGOs) with the opportunity to acquire participatory status.

The participative status gives INGO a weight they do not have in any other international institution.

Independent non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are a vital component of European society, guaranteeing freedom of expression and association both of which are fundamental to democracy.

The Council of Europe recognized their influence as early as 1952 when it gave international NGOs the opportunity to acquire consultative status. This Resolution has been replaced by Resolution (2003)8 on participatory status which was adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 19 November 2003.

A link with the public
The Council initiated dialogue with NGOs to meet a three-fold need:
-to know the views and aspirations of European citizens;
· to provide direct representation for them;
· to publicize its own activities through these associations. More than 400 now hold participatory
status.
In order to obtain participatory status an NGO must fulfill the following criteria:
· it must share the Council of Europe's aims and contribute to its work;
· it must be international and representative, both geographically and in its sphere of activity, with
permanent headquarters, a structured organization and a secretary general.
Active participation
The Council of Europe co-operates with NGOs in all bodies of its organizational structure. Co-operation takes many forms, from simple consultation to full-scale collaboration on specific projects.
A wide-ranging field of action
NGOs enjoying participatory status have set up specialist committees within their own organizational structure. These committees deal with the following areas:
· Human Rights Committee,
· Culture, Science and Education Committee,
-Civil Society and Democracy Committee,
· Social Cohesion and Eradication of Poverty Committee,
· Sustainable Territorial Development Committee,
· Gender Equality Transversal Group,
-Europe and Global Challenges Transversal Group.
Practical involvement
NGOs have been involved in the preparation and drawing up of many of the Council of Europe's conventions and charters, including the following:
· the European Convention on the Legal Status of Migrant Workers;
· the European Convention for the Prevention of Torture;
· the European Cultural Convention;
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