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Russia is known to have demonstrated an upward trend in mortality rates in the 90-ies with an especially pronounced pike in 1994-1995. The underlying factors behind the trend, and the role of the rapid economic transformations in particular, are still not well understood. We utilize ten rounds of the Russian Longitudinal Monitoring Survey spanning the period of 12 years to study the role of labor market related individual transition shocks in shaping mortality. Survival analysis is the main methodology employed. We find that subjective perception of relative deprivation is an important determinant of the risk of mortality while the role family social capital is not very pronounced. Smoking and heavy alcohol consumption is associated with higher mortality risks, while better education diminishes the risks.  Unemployment turns to be insignificant.

