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A major element in the discussion of global cities has been the idea that cities are exposed to common processes of change by globalization, for which comparative analysis is a necessary tool. Drawing on ten years of collective comparative research on major west European cities, the paper will present results which suggest a more complex and variegated dynamic of urban change, not only regarding economic structures but also social inequalities, the intensity and forms of segregation, the situation of immigrants. Against the purely market-lead vision of financial globalization, public regulation and policies stand out as key elements explaining significant differences not only betwen west European and US cities but also between different types of west Europeans cities.
