Resolution of the
International scientific and practical conference
«BRICS Water Forum»
Moscow









30.09.2016 г.

Realizing that water resources are necessary for sustaining human life and life of other living organisms, assuring production processes in most sectors of economy,

Underlining that today access to fresh water is limited for certain categories of users, and, this represents one of the major global challenges due to increasing water consumption, low levels of water resources replenishment and the impact of external factors,

Acknowledging that high quality water reserves are shrinking, while it is a necessary condition for preserving public health, biodiversity, nature’s aesthetic and recreational potential,
 Taking note that anthropogenic factors, natural geochemical and biological processes, climate change processes lead to disruptions of  water ecosystems, worsening water quality and decreasing volumes of  fresh water, 
 Participants of the International scientific and practical conference “BRICS Water Forum” (hereinafter – “BRICS Water Forum, forum), have agreed on the following.

In March 2015 the Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in Science, Technology and Innovation was signed by BRICS Governments in Brazil (Brasilia). This document provided the framework for BRICS countries interaction in research and development.

On 28 October 2015 the Ministers of science, technology and innovation of the BRICS countries signed the Moscow Declaration that reflects key area of cooperation for the mid-term perspective. A special place in the Declaration is devoted to the establishment of the joint Research and Innovation Networking Platform to provide for a coordinated approach of BRICS to five thematic areas of science and technology cooperation, each of BRICS countries being responsible for one of these areas. Each of the BRICS countries then undertakes activities aimed at strengthening BRICS cooperation in its thematic area; Russia being responsible for “Water resources and pollution treatment”.
Russia organizes “BRICS Water Forum” in order to fulfill its obligations in this priority thematic area with a view to discuss sustainable water resources use and related advanced solutions. International Organizing and Program committees were formed for preparation of the forum. The Organizing Committee was composed of representatives of ministries and government agencies responsible for water resources. The Program Committee was composed of the leading researchers and specialists. Chairperson of the Organizing Committee – Mrs. L. Ogorodova, deputy Minister of Education and Science of the Russian Federation, Chairman of the Program Committee – Dr. V. Danilov-Danilyan, Director of the Institute of Water Problems of the Russian Academy of Sciences.
   The forum contributed to the establishment of the common water resources community of researchers and experts working in the BRICS countries, and identification of existing capacities to undertake joint research and development, as well as technology transfer to address the needs of the water sector and the related sectors. 
Over 400 participants from the BRICS countries, as well as from 13 other countries and international organizations took part in the forum. A few dozens of participants participated in the forum in a distance mode through videoconferencing facilities.

Welcome address at the ceremonial opening of the forum was given by Director of Science and Technology Department of the Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation Mr. Sergey Salikhov and official representatives of the Republic of India, Republic of Brazil, People’s Republic of China and the South African Republic. Among the speakers of the first plenary session were representatives of Strategic Foresight Group (India), Federal Agency for Water Resources (Russia), Institute of Water Problems of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Pegasys Institute (South Africa), Federal University of Ceará (Brazil), Key Laboratory of Water Cycle and Related Land Surface Processes of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, and the UN Economic Commission for Europe. 
The forum was organized in the form of plenary sessions, four roundtables, poster session and eight thematic sessions:

· Session 1 “The use of transboundary water resources”;

· Session 2 “Water resources management”;

· Session 3 “Economic and social issues of water use, including drinking water supply”;

· Session 4 “Water quality in natural water bodies”;

· Session 5 “Innovative technologies in water and wastewater treatment”; 

· Session 6 “Flood risk management”;

· Session 7 “Agricultural water use”;

· Session 8 “River transport in the 21st century”.

Moreover, the forum hosted bilateral and multilateral business meetings and negotiations of participants, presentation of the BRICS Network University and the meeting of its international thematic group “Water Resources”, presentation of the “BRICS Clean Rivers” framework program. 

In the course of interested discussions participants of the forum identified three groups of issues in water resources management and BRICS cooperation in this area:
· Development of science and technology cooperation among researchers and specialists of the BRICS countries in the sphere of water resources due to their more intensive interaction and wider range of funding instruments for bilateral and multilateral research and innovation projects of the BRICS countries.
· Extension of mechanisms for water technology transfer among the BRICS countries due to development of new information resources, organization of visits for delegations of water supply and sanitation companies, wider organization of forums and exhibitions.

· Exchange of experience in implementation of BRICS strategic goals of national, regional and municipal level in the sphere of water resources and science and technology policy, assessment of their efficiency.

The experience of BRICS countries offers best practice examples of “water diplomacy”. The cooperation of BRICS countries is built on international law and international institutional mechanisms. Water diplomacy should become the tool for conflict prevention and reinforcing trust between countries.
The BRICS countries face common challenges related to development and advancement of institutional mechanisms and methodological basis for comprehensive, integrated water resources management for sustainable development and environment protection. Addressing these challenges requires close collaboration and joint efforts of BRICS governments, researcher community, business and people. For effective resolution of current water problems participants of the “BRICS Water Forum” recommend:
· BRICS governments, businesses, researchers and innovators to work closely together to explore how best to position water research, solutions and innovations to influence policy and be implemented in practice;
· BRICS government agencies:

a. to foster BRICS cooperation across the entire spectrum of integrated water management issues and sustainable water use at regional level; 

b. to seize the opportunity to use and widen the existing positive experience of transboundary water bodies management in the BRICS countries;
c. to give consideration to monitoring of transboundary waters in order to obtain  timely information about their quality and develop joint standards and quality indicators;
· BRICS business associations and technology platforms – to launch the development of interactive data registry (data bank) for water technologies in the BRICS countries structured by “export” – “import” groups;

· Forum organizers – to hold International scientific and practical conference “BRICS Water Forum” on a regular basis, increasing the number of participants and preserving the balanced distribution of researchers and businesses, and fostering the capacity for research and innovation to be taken up in policy and practice;

· BRICS universities – to summarize the experience of departments and faculties and exchange best practices in education and training of students, specialists and researchers in water resources management and sustainable water use for innovative economy;
· BRICS program owners and funding organizations – to support and stimulate the activity of BRICS bilateral and multilateral research teams and innovative projects  taking into consideration the outcomes of the fist pilot Call for basic research projects organized by organizations – participants of the BRICS Framework Program for Science, Technology and Innovation; to perform awareness raising about other existing programs and calls;
· BRICS research teams:

a. to advance methods for assessing negative impact on water quality in natural water bodies; 
b. to apply innovative technologies in water and wastewater treatment in order to foster the use of renewable water resources in BRICS; 
c. to compare new approaches, methods and instruments for analysis of existing knowledge on temporary and spatial changes in flood patterns in various regions; 
d. to analyze measures aimed at extending water availability and prospects for BRICS countries cooperation in water supply to agriculture; 
e. to discuss approaches to river transport research in BRICS countries;
f. to note the importance of research and development related to electrochemical activation technologies performed by BRICS researchers.
· BRICS academic and expert community:

a. to foster cooperation among the BRICS countries on thematic areas related to industrial production of the most important chemical products at locations close to consumption (chlorine, caustic soda, persulphuric acid, hydrogen peroxide), as well as for reagentless regulation of physical-chemical properties of water and water and aqueous caustics, controlled through the use of electrochemical activation in technological processes;
b. to set up standing working groups on each of the thematic areas; 

c. to create the “BRICS water solutions club” (hereinafter – club) that will involve representatives of BRICS business, academic community and government agencies, and to make Institute for Water Problems of the Russian Academy of Sciences the coordinator of the club’s activities; to present the outcomes of the club’s activity at the next “BRICS Water Forum” and at thematic events in BRICS;
d. to hold a series of expert events in 2016-2017 (roundtables, foresight sessions, seminars, etc.) with participation of stakeholders from BRICS;

e. to identify regional development issues of the BRICS counties that need to be immediately addressed within three, five and ten years through application of comprehensive water use technologies; bring the outlined solutions together in a ‘White Paper’.


Coordinated water resources governance is one of the key conditions for a country’s sustainable development, and has implications for all aspects of human activity, including housing, agriculture, manufacturing, hydropower, water transport, environment and quality of human life.

We hereby express hope that the forum conclusions and recommendations will be used by organizations and associations active in the sphere of water resources, and will contribute to the advancement of BRICS interstate cooperation aimed at conflict-free, fair management of transboundary water bodies and basins, increased information exchange and interaction of the BRICS countries in water resources and related areas.
Adopted at the final plenary session of the International scientific and practical conference “BRICS Water Forum”.
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