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Participatory budgeting is one of the latest practices in the governance of the grass-roots governments from 1990s. Through councils, conferences, hearings, and other methods, participatory budgeting is aimed to transparentize and publicize the budgeting process, and let the public participate the resources allocation, decide priority of the social policies, and supervise the public expenditure. Actually, participatory budgeting has substantially driven the governance reform of the local government in different countries. Firstly, this paper introduces and compares the successful experience of different countries in participatory budgeting. That is, the participatory interaction pattern of Porto Alegre in Brazil at the phase of budget preparation, the participatory analysis patter of Gujarat in India at the phase of budget decision-making, the participatory tracking pattern of Uganda at the phase of budget implementation, and the citizen report card of Bangalore in India at the phase budget evaluation. Secondly, we study the practice of participatory budgeting in China, which is just at the beginning. The participatory budget decision-making of Wenlin in Zhejiang province, the participatory budget preparation of Wuxi in Jiangsu province, and the democratic public financial operation of Minhang in Shanghai, are studied and compared. All these reforms, from different aspect, explore the feasibility of the adoption of participatory budgeting at the grass-root governments of China, which are innovations of government management, and contribute to the democracy building of China. Finally, based on the comparison of the international and domestic practices, from the budget cycle and the integration of performance and participation, the author provides a road map for the implementation of the participatory budgeting reform at China&rsquo;s grass-roots governments, and gives suggestions to governments that are interested in participatory budgeting.

