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Request by the European Communities for Arbitration

under Article 22.6 of the DSU

The following communication, dated 19 November 1999, from the Permanent Delegation of the European Commission to the Chairman of the Dispute Settlement Body, is circulated pursuant to Article 22.6 of the DSU.

_______________


Pursuant to Article 22.6 of the Dispute Settlement Understanding, the European Communities object to the level of suspension of concessions or other obligations requested by Ecuador on 9 November 1999 in document WT/DS27/52.  The European Communities consider that the request by Ecuador does not correspond, and by far, to the level of nullification and impairment of benefits presently suffered by Ecuador as a result of the failure of the European Communities to implement the recommendations and rulings of the Dispute Settlement Body in the procedure "European Communities - Regime for the Importation, Sale and Distribution of Bananas - Recourse to Article 21.5 by Ecuador".  In accordance with the provisions of Article 22.7 of the Dispute Settlement Understanding, the European Communities request therefore that this matter be submitted to arbitration.


Moreover, the European Communities consider that Ecuador has not complied at all with the provisions under Article 22.3 of the Dispute Settlement Understanding.  Therefore, the European Communities further request that this matter be also submitted to arbitration.

__________


