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Research LayoutResearch Layout
General research question:General research question: hhowow religiosity influences attitudesreligiosity influences attitudes

Steps:Steps:
1. Getting acquainted with the available data1. Getting acquainted with the available data
2. Constructing religiosity typology2. Constructing religiosity typology
3. Finding consequences of belonging to the core and periphery, 3. Finding consequences of belonging to the core and periphery, profiling the profiling the 

core and peripherycore and periphery

Theoretical Theoretical Framework:Framework:

Multidimensional and Multidimensional and hierarchical approach to religiosityhierarchical approach to religiosity

Constructing religiosity measure for Constructing religiosity measure for modellingmodelling::
DenominationDenomination
Importance of religion / God in oneImportance of religion / God in one’’s lifes life
Religiosity dimensions / indexes: factor analysis or variable clReligiosity dimensions / indexes: factor analysis or variable cluster analysis uster analysis 
Core Core –– periphery: analytical basis / cluster analysisperiphery: analytical basis / cluster analysis
Religious socialization: primary / secondaryReligious socialization: primary / secondary



Comparing religiosity in EVS & ISSPComparing religiosity in EVS & ISSP

CountriesCountries::

Austria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, FranAustria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany ce, Germany 

West, Germany East, Ireland, Latvia, Netherlands, Norway, PortugWest, Germany East, Ireland, Latvia, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Russian al, Russian 

Federation, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, SwitzerlanFederation, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, d, Turkey, 

Ukraine, Great Britain, Northern IrelandUkraine, Great Britain, Northern Ireland

1. Questions on religiosity are similar in meaning, but differ i1. Questions on religiosity are similar in meaning, but differ in wordingn wording

2. The surveys were conducted within the same time period (2008)2. The surveys were conducted within the same time period (2008)

3. Lists of countries overlap3. Lists of countries overlap



Religiosity measures in EVS & ISSPReligiosity measures in EVS & ISSP
GeneralGeneral religiosityreligiosity::

identification of respondents with a specific denominationidentification of respondents with a specific denomination

Specific (functional) religiositySpecific (functional) religiosity::

belief belief 

in God, in God, 

life after death, life after death, 

reincarnation, reincarnation, 

heaven, heaven, 

hell hell 

practices practices 

frequency of attending religious services frequency of attending religious services 

frequency offrequency of prayingpraying



DenominationDenomination

ISSP questionISSP question::
Do you belong to a religious denomination? Do you belong to a religious denomination? Which one?Which one?

EVS questionEVS question::
Do you belong to a religious denomination?Do you belong to a religious denomination?

yesyes
no no 
dondon’’t knowt know

Which one?Which one?



Denomination: resultsDenomination: results
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For most countries the differences are not significant. SignificFor most countries the differences are not significant. Significant ant 
differences are not large differences are not large –– less than 10% less than 10% except for 3 special cases:except for 3 special cases: SpainSpain, , 
RussiaRussia,, UkraineUkraine

Spain:Spain: Simply Simply ““ChristianChristian”” in EVS in EVS –– ““CatholicCatholic”” taken for granted or an taken for granted or an 
indicator of believers, not belonging to the Churchindicator of believers, not belonging to the Church..

Russia and UkraineRussia and Ukraine:: Religiosity as a part of cultural and national identity.Religiosity as a part of cultural and national identity.



ISSPISSP::
Which best describes your beliefs about God?Which best describes your beliefs about God?

I don't believe in God now and I never haveI don't believe in God now and I never have
I don't believe in God now, but I used to                       I don't believe in God now, but I used to                       
I believe in God now, but I didn't used toI believe in God now, but I didn't used to
I believe in God now and I always haveI believe in God now and I always have

EVSEVS::
WhichWhich, , ifif anyany, , ofof thethe followingfollowing dodo youyou believebelieve inin? ? …… GodGod

YesYes
NNoo

Belief in God: questionsBelief in God: questions



The differences are high and statistically significant for most The differences are high and statistically significant for most of the countries.of the countries.

% of believers in EVS (dichotomous questions) is higher than in % of believers in EVS (dichotomous questions) is higher than in ISSP (4ISSP (4--point point 
scale where two grounds were combined).scale where two grounds were combined).

Asked to analyze additional features of their belief, nonAsked to analyze additional features of their belief, non--confident confident 
respondents tend to doubt their belief and give a negative answerespondents tend to doubt their belief and give a negative answer, or find it r, or find it 
difficult to answer.difficult to answer.

Belief in God: conclusionsBelief in God: conclusions



Other Belief QuestionsOther Belief Questions

ISSPISSP::
Do you believe in Do you believe in ……
Life after death / Life after death / HeavenHeaven / Hell / Reincarnation / Hell / Reincarnation –– being reborn in this world being reborn in this world 
again and againagain and again

Yes, Definitely Yes, Definitely 
Yes, ProbablyYes, Probably
No, Probably No, Probably 
No, DefinitelyNo, Definitely

EVSEVS::
WhichWhich, , ifif anyany, , ofof thethe followingfollowing dodo youyou believebelieve inin? ? …… Life after death / Life after death / HeavenHeaven / / 
HellHell
Do you believe in re-incarnation, that is, that we are born into this world
again?

YesYes
NNo o 



Data on belief in life after death, heaven, and reincarnation (eData on belief in life after death, heaven, and reincarnation (except Turkey) inxcept Turkey) in
EVS & ISSP is rather comparable. The majority of the countriesEVS & ISSP is rather comparable. The majority of the countries’’ percentage percentage 
differences are not very large (although large sample sizes allodifferences are not very large (although large sample sizes allow us to speak w us to speak 
about their statistical significance).about their statistical significance).

The most notable differences relate mainly to lack of response, The most notable differences relate mainly to lack of response, rather than rather than 
substantial options (yes / no).substantial options (yes / no).

Belief in hell is a less stable indicator than belief in life afBelief in hell is a less stable indicator than belief in life after death or heaven.ter death or heaven.

Dichotomous formulation of options (in EVS) gives a slightly smaDichotomous formulation of options (in EVS) gives a slightly smaller ller 
percentage of those who believe in life after death, than the 4percentage of those who believe in life after death, than the 4--point scale (in point scale (in 
ISSP).ISSP).

Unconfident respondents tend to choose a negative answer, if givUnconfident respondents tend to choose a negative answer, if given only two en only two 
options (yes / no). When they are given an opportunity to reflecoptions (yes / no). When they are given an opportunity to reflect their doubt t their doubt 
in their response, a positive answer would rather be more frequein their response, a positive answer would rather be more frequentnt..

Belief in life after death / heaven / Belief in life after death / heaven / 
hell / reincarnation: conclusionshell / reincarnation: conclusions



Question wording in the Turkish EVS questionnaire:Question wording in the Turkish EVS questionnaire:
““Do you believe that after death one returns to this world as a hDo you believe that after death one returns to this world as a human or uman or 
animal, turning to another?animal, turning to another?””
ÖÖldldüüktenkten sonrasonra, , BU DBU DÜÜNYAYA NYAYA tekrartekrar, , insaninsan veyaveya hayvanhayvan, , babaşşka ka birbir canlcanlıı
olarakolarak ddöönnüüldldüüğğüüne ne inaninanıır mr mııssıınnıızz??

Question wording in the Turkish ISSP questionnaire: Question wording in the Turkish ISSP questionnaire: 
Do you believe in Do you believe in …… resurrection/revival after deathresurrection/revival after death
ŞŞimdiimdi sayacaklarimasayacaklarima inanirinanir misinizmisiniz? ? …… ÖÖllüümdenmden sonrasonra hayathayat …… ÖÖllüümdenmden
sonrasonra dirilmedirilme

That could be understood by respondents That could be understood by respondents 
not as a reincarnation, but as a synonym for not as a reincarnation, but as a synonym for 
““life after deathlife after death””. Thus, most likely, that the . Thus, most likely, that the 
wording of the question led to such a large wording of the question led to such a large 
discrepancy in the results of the two studies.discrepancy in the results of the two studies.

Belief in reincarnation: TurkeyBelief in reincarnation: Turkey



Praying: questionsPraying: questions

ISSPISSP::
About how often do you pray?About how often do you pray?

nevernever
less than once a yearless than once a year
about once or twice a yearabout once or twice a year
several times a yearseveral times a year
about once a monthabout once a month
22--3 times a month3 times a month
nearly every weeknearly every week
every weekevery week
several times a weekseveral times a week
once a dayonce a day
several times a dayseveral times a day

EVSEVS::
HowHow oftenoften dodo youyou praypray toto GodGod outsideoutside ofof
religiousreligious servicesservices? ? WouldWould youyou saysay ........

everyevery dayday
moremore thanthan onceonce a a weekweek
onceonce a a weekweek
atat leastleast onceonce a a monthmonth
severalseveral timestimes a a yearyear
lessless oftenoften
nevernever



Praying: conclusionsPraying: conclusions
The most noticeable differences are in two countries: Russia and Turkey. In 
other countries frequency distributions are rather similar.

Russia: either a mistake in the data file or this question was not asked.

Turkey: the difference is in the neighboring categories. Question wording 
difference should be considered further. It seems that in EVS the 
specification “outside of religious services” was omitted.
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Attending religious servicesAttending religious services

ISSPISSP::

Attendance of religious servicesAttendance of religious services
sseveraleveral timestimes a a weekweek
ooncence a a weekweek
2 2 oror 3 3 timestimes a a monthmonth
ooncence a a monthmonth
sseveraleveral timestimes a a yearyear
ooncence a a yearyear
llessess frequentlyfrequently thanthan onceonce

a a yearyear
nneverever

EVSEVS::
ApartApart fromfrom weddingsweddings, , funeralsfunerals andand
christeningschristenings, , aboutabout howhow oftenoften dodo youyou
attendattend religiousreligious servicesservices thesethese daysdays??

moremore thanthan onceonce weekweek
onceonce a a weekweek
onceonce a a monthmonth
onlyonly onon specificspecific holyholy daysdays
onceonce a a yearyear
lessless oftenoften
nevernever, , practicallypractically nevernever

Despite the maximum possible extent of categories merging, the data is 
incomparable. 

There are substantial frequency distribution differences in more than half of 
the countries. We couldn’t find any regularity in these discrepancies.



Religiosity: cluster analysis (EVS)Religiosity: cluster analysis (EVS)

Method:Method: kk--means cluster analysis (missing means cluster analysis (missing -- pairwisepairwise))

Base:Base: all respondents with no more than 2 all respondents with no more than 2 ““hard to sayhard to say”” answersanswers

Additional group: Additional group: unconfident (3 or more unconfident (3 or more ““hard to sayhard to say”” answers, 6623 answers, 6623 respresp.).)

261175257126793847289410369base
0.210.110.070.020.010.01attend religious services

0.60.390.260.020.110.03
pray to God outside
religious services

11000.20believe in heaven
0.90.60000believe in hell
100.3010believe in life after death

11100.50.2believe in God
10.9110.20
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not
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Religiosity: cluster analysis (EVS)Religiosity: cluster analysis (EVS)
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Following stepsFollowing steps

1. To verify the religiosity typology across time using previous1. To verify the religiosity typology across time using previous waves waves 
of EVS and WVS dataof EVS and WVS data

2. To make cross2. To make cross--country and crosscountry and cross--cultural comparison of groupscultural comparison of groups

3. To profile attained groups on value and attitude indicators3. To profile attained groups on value and attitude indicators


