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Infrastructure

2010-61: [We will implement a range of structural reforms to boost and sustain global demand, foster job creation, contribute to global rebalancing, and increase our growth potential, and where needed undertake:] Investment in infrastructure to address bottlenecks and enhance growth potential. (socioeconomic) 

The Seoul Summit Document

Assessment:
	Country
	Lack of Compliance
	Work in Progress
	Full Compliance

	Argentina
	
	
	+1

	Australia
	
	
	+1

	Brazil
	
	
	+1

	Canada
	
	
	+1

	China
	
	
	+1

	France
	
	
	+1

	Germany
	
	
	+1

	India
	
	
	+1

	Indonesia
	
	
	+1

	Italy
	
	
	+1

	Japan
	
	
	+1

	Korea
	
	0
	

	Mexico
	
	
	+1

	Russia
	
	
	+1

	Saudi Arabia
	
	
	+1

	South Africa
	
	0
	

	Turkey
	
	
	+1

	United Kingdom
	
	
	+1

	United States
	
	
	+1

	European Union
	
	
	+1

	Average Score
	+0.90


Argentina: +1

Argentina has fully complied with its commitment to invest in infrastructure and encourage investment from other sources. 
On 21 December 2010, the President of Argentina inaugurated a new highway, Rosario-Córdoba. The road is important as it links the cities of Buenos Aires, Santa Fe and Cordoba, as well as enhances the transportation infrastructure for the MERCOSUR. The investment exceeded ARS3 billion.
 

On 11 January 2011, an auction was called to construct the first of the five dams for the new hydroelectric power station on the Rio Grande in the province of Mendoza. The dam will have the capacity of 210 MW and will require USD493 million of investment on the part of the national government.
 

On 28 January 2011, a new water purifying plant was launched in the city of El Calafate that will benefit 60,000 people.
 

On 4 February 2011, the Digital TV Transmission Station was inaugurated in the city of Mar del Plata.
 

On 4 February 2011, a bid for the construction of the gas pipeline in the North-East of Argentina (Gasoducto Noreste Argentino – NEA) was launched. The project will require an investment of USD24,746 million and will transport gas from Bolivia to Misiones, Corientes, Formosa and Chaco provinces of Argentina.
 

On 12 February 2011, Central Water Power Station Yacyretá started to operate at the level of 83 metres over the sea and reached its full capacity of 20,700 GW/year. Yacyretá is a joint project of Argentina and Paraguay on the river Parana that was initiated by signing the Treaty of Yacyretá on 3 December 1973. Yacyretá produces up to 60% of the national hydroelectric power in Argentina.
 

On 18 February 2011, the President of Argentina initiated the third circular high way “Juan Domingo Perón” around the city of Buenos Aires. The highway will connect the roads of Buen Ayre, Northern Way, Oeste, Riccheri and Buenos-Aires La Plata and will be accessible to 6 million people.
 

On 25 February 2011, Argentina and Uruguay signed a treaty to increase gas provision for both countries of up to 10 million cubic metres a day. The project, which is an investment of ARS70 million, features the set up of a floating regasification plant 12 km off the coast of Uruguay that will be operational in 2013.
 

On 16 March 2011, the Bicentenario Stadium was inaugurated in San Juan. The project was a USD87 million in investment. It involved adjacent infrastructure development: water dam and energy generation, paving of National Road N 150, new housing and public services development in the province with the overall investment of more than USD4,500 million.

On 18 March 2011, President Christina Fernandez de Kirchner initiated a project on the construction of a 228-km highway on the National Road N 18. The project will require USD1,997 million of investment.
 

On 6 April 2011, projects on accessible digital TV, sewage-cleaning, new aqueduct system, thermal power plant expansion and new gas pipeline were inaugurated in the province of Cordoba. Digital TV installations will have an impact on potentially more than 1.5 million citizens. 

On 29 November 2010, Aerolineas Argentinas joined the Skyteam Alliance, which has enabled the company to expand its operations worldwide and provide airline service to 898 destinations in 169 countries. Aerolineas Argentinas is the first company in the Latin American region to become a member of the Skyteam Alliance conglomerate.
 

On 12 January 2011, a treaty was signed by President Christina Fernandez de Kirchner and the representatives of the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development to finance the construction of the plant for the disposal of urban waste in Mar del Plata. The project involves more than ARS80 million and will be partly funded through a credit granted by the IBRD.
 

On 14 March 2011, the new terminal of cruise ships “Quinquela Martín” in the port of Buenos Aires was inaugurated. The terminal can accommodate two 300 metre cruise ships and up to 4,000 people. Dubai Ports World financed the project. An additional project of USD300 million is targeted at the expansion of the container capacity in the port of Buenos Aires.

On 10 July 2011, a new terminal of 21.000 square metres at Ezeiza airport was launched. The new terminal expands the capacity of the airport and aims to increase connectivity and boost tourism in Argentina.

On 26 August 2011, railway service connecting the regions of Buenos Aires and La Pampa was launched. The project aims at developing transportation infrastructure and will connect 20 vicinities.

Argentina has invested in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential and has taken measures to attract investment from other sources. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Polina Arkhipova

Australia: +1

Australia has fully complied with its commitment to invest in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential.

Australia has made investments in infrastructure.

On 15 December 2010, the Minister for Climate Change and Energy Efficiency Combet announced that AUD51 billion would be awarded to schools as Federal Government grants to install solar and other renewable power systems, rainwater tanks and to help implement a range of energy efficiency measures.

On 7 January 2011, the Government decided to provide AUD135 million in Federal funding to rebuild and modernize the Western Australia’s Grain Rail Network, in partnership with the Government of Western Australia. Once completed, the upgraded rail network will lower transport costs for farmers. It will also deliver wider community benefits such as cutting the number of trucks on the State’s roads.

On 17 January 2011, three National Broadband Network (NBN) equipment contracts totaling AUD1.6 billion were signed. The NBN is an Australian government initiative launched in May 2010 to deliver high-speed broadband to all Australians. It is the largest infrastructure project undertaken by the Australian government, an investment of up to AUD43 billion over eight years is planned.

In addition, the Government launched two projects of AUD2.6 billion, within the framework Bruce Highway Extension program (Safety Package
 and Intelligent Transport System
), which is a part of the Australian National Highway and the busiest highway in Queensland, Australia. 

On 10 May 2011, the Government adopted 2011-2012 budget and committed for AUD36 billion investment in infrastructure.
 A record AUD4.5 billion over the next year will be spent to renovate and extend the road, rail and aviation infrastructure across Regional Australia.
 

Australia has also tapped into private financing as a supplemental funding source for infrastructure development. 

On 23 November 2010, Innovation Minister Senator Kim Carr announced a new Rail Industry Supplier Continuous Improvement Program, under which the businesses that support Australia’s rail industry would be given a competitive edge.
 Enterprise Connect, a consulting wing of Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research, will advise the major rail suppliers and 30 small and medium size enterprises on how to streamline their supply chain processes and increase businesses efficiency. Firms can then apply for matched funding of up to AUD20,000 to help implement the recommendations. The program is expected to encourage the companies to deliver better quality products to the rail industry and improve railway services throughout the country.

2011-12 Commonwealth Budget adopted on 10 May 2011 put in place tax measures to attract up to AUD25 billion in private investments in nationally significant infrastructure projects.

On 17 June 2011, Innovation Minister Carr announced the Rail Manufacturing Technology Roadmap to be undertaken by three state governments in partnership with the industry. “It will identify pathways and areas for industry focus and investment, boosting capability and encouraging innovation,” Minister Carr said. The Roadmap is expected to be developed over the next twelve months.

 On 10 July 2011, Australian Government set out a comprehensive plan for tackling climate change, “Securing a clean energy future.” This long-term plan to cut pollution by promoting renewable energy and energy efficiency includes the following measures: introduction of a carbon price commencing from 1 July 2012, household and business assistance, enhanced support for innovation, establishment of a new independent Climate Change Authority. This regulatory incentive is designed to encourage private investments in “green” infrastructure. Legislation to implement the plan was introduced on 13 September 2011.

Australia has invested in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential and attracted investment from the private sector. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Ekaterina Maslovskaya

Brazil: +1

Brazil has fully complied with its commitment to invest in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential.

Brazil has invested in infrastructure itself and has taken measures to attract investment from other sources.

On 16 February 2011, Brazil developed program “The Growth Acceleration Program (PAC) – Large City Mobility” in accordance with which large cities will get USD10.8 billion public transport investment. The program is aimed at improvement of public transportation infrastructure and purchase of equipment designed to integrate, control and modernize these systems.

On 17 February 2011, Jeffrey Immelt, CEO of General Electric, during the meeting with the President of Brazil Dilma Rousseff, declared plans to invest USD500 billions into the construction of Research Center in Rio de Janeiro. The center will focus on advanced technologies for the oil and gas, renewable energy, mining, rail and aviation industries.

On 6 May 2011, it was announced that infrastructure renovation works for the FIFA World Cup 2014 should receive investments of about BRL47 billion (approximately USD29.4 billion). Investments include modernization of airports, football stadiums, telecommunications, professional qualification, security, urban mobility, energy and health. The Minister of Sport of Brazil Orlando Silva explained that part of the resources would come from public money, but there will also be funds from the private sector.
 Moreover, on 29 June 2011, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) decided to provide USD12 billion for projects in Brazil by 2014. The President of the IDB, Luis Alberto Moreno, said he had held talks with state governments and the city halls in the 12 host cities for the 2014 World Cup with a focus on infrastructure projects, such as airports, city trains and basic sanitation.

On 31 May 2011, the president of the country’s state-owned development bank, BNDES, Luciano Coutinho said that Brazil was to invest BRL3.2 trillion (approximately USD2 trillion), about 23 % of its Gross Domestic Product (GDP) over the next four years. Luciano Coutinho considers this to be an "adequate figure to sustain long-term economic growth without inflationary pressure." This includes investments that are spread out, such as those made by small companies, in construction, industrial and infrastructure projects.

On 16 June 2011, President Dilma Rousseff launched the second phase of the housing program "Minha Casa Minha Vida" (My House, My Life) that aimed to build 2 million new homes by 2014. The Federal Government has budgeted an investment of BRL125.7 billion (approximately USD80 billion) for the program.

On 19 July 2011, BNDES financed the construction of six Small Hydro Power (SHP) plants, which cost BRL209.6 million (about USD114.9 million) and had an installed capacity of 116.4 MW. BRL84.4 million (approximately USD45.94 million) were allocated to the Complex Juruena - the project bringing together five small hydroelectric plants with an output of 91.4 MW which will be implemented in Mato Grosso. The other BRL125.6 million (approximately USD68,36 million) were approved for the Special Purpose Company (SPC), parent of Paracambi, in Rio de Janeiro, which would increase an output of its plant to 25 MW. The project of the plant Paracambi also provides for the construction of associated transmission line, connected to the substation Pecanha in the municipality of Paracambi. BNDES financed 61.8% of total investments (BRL157 million (approximately USD85.46 million)).

On 25 August 2011, twenty seven industrial projects with a total investment of BRL480.6 million (approximately USD261.59 million) were approved during the 252 Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Superintendary in the free trade area Manaus. It was estimated that they would create 2,432 new jobs in the Industrial Pole of Manaus over the next three years.
 The Free Trade area of Manaus is an area of free import and export trade with special tax incentives, established to create an industrial, commercial and farming center in the interior part of the Amazon region and to create economic conditions facilitating its development.

Brazil has invested in infrastructure to address bottlenecks and enhance growth potential itself and encouraged investment from other sources. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Pavel Zhdanov

Canada: +1

Canada has fully complied with its commitment to make investments in infrastructure to address bottlenecks and enhance growth potential and to facilitate infrastructure investments from other sources.

Canada has been active in making infrastructure investment during the compliance period.

During the compliance period the Federal and Quebec Governments provided support to several regions for public transit and major infrastructure projects, including support to 67 municipalities of the Greater Outaouais region with CAD101 milion (approximately USD100 million)
, 40 municipalities of the Mauricie Region with CAD71 million (approximately USD71 million)
, city of Saint with CAD2.6 million (approximately USD2.6 million).
 On 22 November 2010, Minister of State for Canada Economic Development Denis Lebel announced that the City of Hudson will receive an additional CAD2,1 (approximately USD2.1 million)in joint government financial assistance for wastewater treatment and drinking water supply infrastructure works.
 

On 26 November 2010, CAD0.6 million (approximately USD0.6 million) were disbursed to the Municipality of L'Isle-Verte in joint government financial assistance to rebuild water supply and combined sewer systems and install a storm sewer system in the western sector of the Municipality.

On 23 December 2010, four First Nations and four municipalities in Yukon had their Gas Tax Fund (GTF) infrastructure projects approved. The projects, worth over CAD1.6 million (approximately USD1.6 million), will contribute to the overall GTF goals, including cleaner air and water, and reduced greenhouse gas emissions.
 Some measures have been undertaken in Canada to facilitate infrastructure investments from other sources. 

On 25 February 2011, Minister of Finance and Senator Larry Smith announced that the Government of Canada will contribute up to CAD25 million (approximately USD25.5 million) through the PPP Canada Fund towards eligible costs of a new Maintenance Centre in Montreal, Quebec, for the Agence metropolitaine de transport (AMT). Partnering with the private sector to deliver this project will leverage private sector expertise, allow the transfer of design and construction risks to the private sector, and generate positive value for money compared to traditional procurement, to the benefit of taxpayers.

Canada has made investments in domestic infrastructure and has also undertaken measures to facilitate infrastructure investments from private sources. Thus, it has been awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Vitaly Nagornov

China: +1

China has fully complied with its commitment to invest in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential and attract investment from other sources. China has actively invested in infrastructure.

On 5 March 2011, China announced its goals of building 235 million kilowatts of power generation capacity in clean energy in the next five years. From 2011 to 2015, China plans to launch nuclear energy projects with a combined generation capacity of 40 million kw. In addition to the construction of nuclear power plants in the coastal areas, new plants will be built in central regions, according to the government’s draft 12th Five-Year Plan. The country also plans to build hydropower stations along major rivers such as the Jinsha River, Yalong River and Dadu River with an installed capacity of 120 million kw. At least 70 million kw of wind power capacity and 5 million kw of solar power capacity will be created in the next five years, according to the draft plan. Moreover, China will construct oil and gas pipelines of about 150,000 kilometers in the next five years. The pipelines include a gas pipeline to central Asia and oil pipelines to Kazakhstan and Myanmar.

On 4 January 2011, Chinese Railways Minister Liu Zhijun said at a conference that the Beijing-Shanghai High-Speed Railway will be put into operation by the middle of June this year.

On 23 March 2011, a spokesman for the Ministry of Transport said that China will double its investment in waterway construction to CNY200 billion (USD30.5 billion) over the next five years to increase the nation’s river transport capacity. He said the central government will fund CNY45 billion (USD6.86 billion), more than one fifth of the total investment, while the rest will be raised by local governments or through social financing channels.

On 5 July 2011, the Ministry of Finance announced that China allocated CNY139.45 billion (USD21.57 billion) from its revenue of vehicle purchase tax to fund key transport projects. The fund will support the construction of highways, junction stations and inland waterways. The fund for key projects construction stood at CNY105 billion while that for other projects was CNY34.45 billion.

China has also taken measures to attract investment from other sources. 

On 24 February 2011, Chairman of China Development Bank Chen Yuan announced that the total number of government-subsidized housing for the Comfortable Housing Project will reach 45 million with an investment planned to total CNY6.75 trillion in the 12th Five Year Plan period.

On 5 March 2011, the draft of China’s 12th Five-Year Plan (2011-2015) was submitted to the National People’s Congress. Key targets of the draft include, inter alia: expenditure on research and development to account for 2.2% GDP; construction and renovation of 36 million apartments for low-income families.

On 23 March 2011, the Chinese Ministry of Finance (MOF) said that it has allocated subsidies worth CNY10 billion (USD1.52 billion) to help farmers renovate their dilapidated houses this year. Each eligible rural household will receive a subsidy of CNY6.000 from the central government, MOF said. Furthermore, poor rural families living near land border areas, and rural model households that meet building energy efficiency requirements in the northeast, northwest and northern regions, as well as Tibet Autonomous Region, will receive an extra allowance of CNY2.000 per household from the central government.

China has invested in infrastructure itself and attracted investment from other sources. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Svetlana Nikitina
France: +1

France has fully complied with its commitment to invest in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential.

On 9 December 2010, Secretary of State for Housing and President of the Social Economy Union for Access to Ownership signed a new agreement that will strengthen the program “Living Better” in the fight against Fuel Poverty.

On 13 December 2010, Secretary of State for Transports and President of the French National Railway Corporation (SNCF) signed the Convention “Trains Balance of the Territory.” State agrees to pay an annual compensation of EUR210 million (approximately USD280 million) over three years for the 40 railway lines (Coral, Intercity, Teoz and Lunea). This measure balances the exploitation of these lines.The agreement provides for investing EUR300 million (approximately USD400 million) in the modernization of the railway rolling stock.

On 26 January 2011, Minister for Ecology, Sustainable Development, Transport and Housing of France announced the commitment of the state to invest over EUR1 billion (approximately USD1.33 billion)to upgrade public transport in Ile-de-France.

On 26 January 26 2011, the contract of postal coverage for 2011-2013 was signed by the ministers in charge of planning, economy and industry, the president of the Association des Maires de France and La Poste. The equalization fund has an estimated amount of EUR170 million (approximately USD226 million) per year.

On 16 February 2011, France announced plans for “Digital City” and “Intelligent Transportation Systems” development. These projects are part of the government’s commitment to provide new digital services supported by a EUR2.25 billion (approximately USD3 billion) “Digital Economy” investment program.

On 3 March 2011, Réseau Ferré de France (RFF) and SNCF presented an investment plan of EUR40 million (approximately USD56 million) over 18 months to enhance the security of the national railway network.

France has undertaken measures to facilitate infrastructure investments from other sources. 

On 18 January 2011, Under the Investment for the Future a Project, call “mobility” was launched. Its goal is to bring innovative projects for the development of tomorrow’s mobility, particularly commuting and transporting goods.

On 3 February 2011, on the occasion of the visit of Minister of Industry, Energy and the Digital Economy Eric Besson, France Telecom announced plans to equip approximately 10 million homes with fiber optic cable. EUR2 billion (approximately USD2.6 billion) is the sum that the operator plans to invest to support the installation of fiber optics.

On 25 March 2011, the Ministry of Industry and Energy together with the Department of Sustainability and Syntec Engineering launched the 4th Grand National Prize for Engineering 2011 contest.

On 28 March 2011, President of France сhaired the Strategic Attractiveness Council (SAC). Council assessed the impact of reforms to improve competitiveness and stimulate innovation including investments in infrastructure.


On 19 July 2011, Minister for Transport chaired a working meeting on the project of motorway interchange Belcodène of A52. The dealership ESCOTA will contribute EUR6,52 million (approximately USD9.2 million) of a total investment of EUR12 million (approximately USD17.1 million).

On 26 September 2011, the Special agreement on the implementation of the mobilisation plan for public transport has been signed. This private public partnership will invest EUR2,8 billion (approximately USD3.9 million) in transport in Ile-de-France over the period 2011-2013.

France has invested in infrastructure that addresses both bottlenecks and enhances growth potential. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Vitaly Nagornov

Germany: +1

Germany has fully complied with its commitment to invest in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential.

A number of government infrastructure investments have been undertaken. 

On 22 November 2010, Germany adopted the Freight, Transport and Logistics Action Plan. The Action Plan establishes new transport policy priorities. The plan states that the Federal Ministry of Transport, Building and Urban Development increases the transport budget estimate for 2011 to USD115 million. Involving 30 measures, the Action Plan is intended to provide guidance and to ensure that infrastructure and transport receive enough funding.

On 28 February 2011, a tunnel was opened as part of the construction of a bypass in German federal land Baden-Württemberg. The state invests USD230 million into the project. The infrastructure project is planned to be completed by 2013.

On 11 March 2011, the construction of an important road project in German federal land Saxony-Anhalt was launched. USD331 million is invested by the state in the project. Construction works are planned to be completed in 3.5 years.

On 16 March 2011, the Federal Cabinet adopted the key figures for the 2012 federal budget. The funds for rail- and waterways and roads will reach more than USD14.4 billion each year in spite of budget consolidation measures. Additional USD1.4 billion are provided for continue railway projects over 2012 to 2015.

On 22 March 2011, the construction of an important road project connecting the Eastern and Western parts of Germany was completed. The project is part of the National Plan “German Unity.” Germany invested USD2.2 billion in the project.

On 21 September 2011, German Federal Minister of Transport, Building and Urban Development Peter Ramsauer stated at the International Auto Exhibition 2011 that Germany would continue investing in developing electro mobility. Electro mobility comprises a range of spheres, including energy production, development of new materials, information and communications technologies as well as new concepts of mobility. Germany provided USD1.36 billion for the development of electro mobility in 2011-2012, which is twice as much as in the previous time period. 

Germany has also taken steps to facilitate infrastructure investments from other sources

On 22 November 2010, Germany adopted the the Freight, Transport and Logistics Action Plan. One of the key measures proposed by the plan is stimulating Public Private Partnerships in transport and infrastructure. The plan sets objectives for constructing high priority federal autobahns in the form of Publiс Private Partnerships.

On 14 February 2011, the German Federal Minister of Transport, Building and Urban Development Peter Ramsauer presented the Project Plan for Road Transport Telematics in 2015. The paper comprises a total of 138 projects for the installation of traffic management systems, especially on very busy or accident-prone motorway sections. The key objective of the Plan is to tackle traffic congestions. The measures proposed by the Plan include projects for active strategic traffic management, junction control and congestion warning systems. The federal states are to implement the measures by 2015. For this purpose, the Ministry will provide USD432 million.

On 6 April 2011, the German Cabinet of Ministers adopted National Reform Programme for 2011. The measures contained in the German NRP for 2011 fully implement the European Strategy for Growth and Employment and the Euro Plus Pact. The priority areas include measures designed to boost internal demand through investment into energy and telecommunications infrastructure.

On 29 June 2011, the German Federal Minister of Transport, Building and Urban Development Peter Ramsauer at an official meeting with the chairman of German Construction Industry Union (Hauptverband der Deutschen Bauindustrie) announced that the Federal Government of Germany would continue promoting Public Private Partnerships for encouraging more energy efficiency in construction.

Germany has invested in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential and attracted investment from other sources. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Marina Klintsova
India: + 1

India has fully complied with its commitment to invest in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential and take measures to facilitate infrastructure investment from other sources.

Indian government has taken some measures in terms of providing infrastructure investments.

On 28 February 2011, Indian Finance Minister Shri Pranab Mukherjee on United Budget Speech said that infrastructure was critical for development of India and an allocation of over USD48 billion would be made for this sector for 2011-2012, which is 23.3% higher than previous year. This amounts to 48.5% of the Gross Budgetary Support to plan expenditure.

On 6 March 2011, Minister of Finance of Jammu and Kashmir Abdul Rahim Rather on his Budget Speech enumerated major initiatives for the development of infrastructure in Jammu and Kashmir and proposed to start work on 93 MWs New Gandarbal and 50 MW Lower Kalnai Hydro Electric Powers through J&K State Power Development Corporation during the next financial year.

Finance Minister of Jammu and Kashmir also proposed to black-top and macadamize about 2,000 kilometres length of roads during the next financial year. Finance minister of Jammu and Kashmir said that the number of bridges under execution was 442, out of them, 103 bridges would be completed in the current year and 100 additional bridges were expected to be completed during the next financial year. He also pronounced that investment of USD192 million would be proposed for Roads and Building Sector under the State Plan and additionally, USD202 million were expected to flow in the R&B Sector under the Central Schemes during the next financial year.

On 17 September 2011, the Union Finance Minister Shri Pranab Mukherjee said that operational guidelines for assistance for creation and modernisation of warehousing capacity under Rural Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF) had been finalized. He added that the Ministry had dedicated USD400 million with a view to create modern warehousing capacity for agricultural products. The operational guidelines for the scheme had been formulated. The scheme will be open to States’ governments, entities owned or assisted by the States’ governments and to the other entities/agencies engaged in setting up warehousing storage infrastructure. States’ governments were requested to avail this opportunity to increase the modern warehousing capacity in a focused manner.

Some measures have also been undertaken to facilitate infrastructure investments from other sources.

On 28 February 2011, Indian Finance Minister Shri Pranab Mukherjee on United Budget speech stated next measures to facilitate infrastructure investments. He said that the foreign institutional investors limit for investment in corporate bonds, with residual maturity of over five years issued by companies in infrastructure sector, would be raised by an additional limit of USD20 billion taking the limit to USD25 billion to enhance the flow of funds to the infrastructure sector. This will raise the total limit available to the foreign institutional investors for investment in corporate bonds to USD 40 billion.

On 9 August 2011, in order to further liberalize the portfolio investment route, the Union Finance Minister Shri Pranab Mukherjee announced in the 2011-12 Budget to permit Mutual Funds to accept subscriptions for equity schemes from foreign investors who meet the Know Your Customer/client(KYC) requirements. It will allow Qualified Foreign Investors (QFIs) access to Mutual Funds’ equity schemes and debt schemes in the infrastructure sector. The QFI scheme will make it easier for overseas investors to participate in the infrastructure sector projects in India, and therefore would provide an additional source of overseas long term debt funding.
 

On 12 September 2011, following the announcement by the Union Finance Minister Shri Pranab Mukherjee in his budget 2011-12, the Government in consultation with the regulators raised the limit for investment in long-term corporate bonds issued by the companies in the infrastructure sector from USD5 billion to USD25 billion. The scheme was conceived and operationalized to open new channels of funding for the infrastructure sector while deepening the corporate bond market.

India has invested in infrastructure that addresses both bottlenecks and enhances growth potential and has been awarded a score of +1

Analyst: Alexey Mironov
Indonesia: +1
Indonesia has fully complied with the commitment on investment in infrastructure. Indonesia has invested in infrastructure.

On 15 March 2011 the representative of the Ministry of Communications said that the government will build a new port in the region Tanjung Priok to enhance the movement of goods and passengers. Part of the work was conducted through a grant from the Japan International Cooperation Agency.
 

On 1 April 2011 Indonesian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (Kadin) asked the government to revive the defunct Indonesian Development Bank (Bapindo) to support the financing of infrastructure development projects. Kadin chairman Suryo B. Sulisto said the presence of such a bank, which specialized in financing infrastructure projects, was necessary, given that most projects of this nature require huge amounts of funding, which in many cases can only be paid back after lengthy periods. President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, who officiated the Kadin meeting, said in response to Suryo's proposal that the government was already studying the possibility of reopening Bapindo, alongside other proposed means to finance infrastructure projects.

On 27 May 2011, Indonesian government announced 17 new infrastructure projects worth IDR190 trillion (USD220.4 billion) as part of its 2011-2025 Indonesia Economic Development Expansion and Acceleration Master Plan. Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs Hatta Rajasa said the projects were launched in four locations namely Sei Mangke in the province of North Sumatra, Cilegon in Banten, Lombok Timur, East Nusa Tenggara and Timika, Papua, with funds coming from state-owned companies, national private companies, foreign direct investment and national budget.

On 27 July 2011 the head of Pandeglang district Erwan Kurtubi said that in 2012 the Transportation Ministry, along with the Banten provincial government would start building an airport.
 

On 17 June 2011 a vice presidential spokesman said that the government was going to allocate IDR65.2 trillion (USD75.6 billion) for the development of drinking water facilities in cities and rural areas up to 2014.
 

Several measures have been taken to facilitate infrastructure investments from other sources. On 2 December 2010 the Asian Development Bank (ADB) decided to provide a $200 million loan to Indonesia for an ongoing program designed to remove obstacles to infrastructure investment. 
 “The goal of the program is to improve the climate for infrastructure investment, resulting in more financing from both public and private sectors, which will aid the government's efforts to boost growth and lower poverty through economic and employment opportunities,” said Anthony Jude, Director in ADB's Southeast Asia Department. This phase incorporates a broad range of policy reforms covering regulatory changes affecting the transport, energy, water and telecommunications sectors, and the development of a legal framework for PPP projects.

On 4 March 2011 an official said the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) was ready to provide IDR405 billion (USD44.5 million) in loans to help build a fish port in West Sulawesi province this year. 
 West Sulawesi Governor Anwar Adnan Saleh said the bank assured him of its readiness to help finance the project after the local government consulted the international financial institution. The project will be co-financed by the Indonesian Marine Affairs and Fisheries Ministry.
On 11 March 2011 chairman of the Indonesian Investment Coordination Agency (BKPM), Mr. Gita Wirjawan, was quoted saying today that he is confident that the Indonesian Parliament will pass by third quarter of 2011 a draft bill that will regulate foreign ownership of the land and land clearance. This land acquisition law is expected to cut in half the time needed to start infrastructure projects.

On 4 July 2011 Pekalongan Mayor Basyir Achmad said that PT Korea Surimi Co. plans to build a "surimi" (fish-based food product) factory with an investment of US$10 million.

On 23 September 2011, an official said that the Japanese government was ready to provide funds for the construction of a Jakarta Mass Rapid Transport (MRT) system. «The investment needed for construction of MRT is estimated at JPY600 billion (USD7.8 billion)», Japanese Minister for Trade, Economic and Industrial Affairs Yukio Edano said at a joint press conference with Chief Economic Minister Hatta Rajasa.
 

Indonesia has supported government infrastructure investments and has taken measures to facilitate infrastructure investments from other sources. Thus, it has been awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Elena Martynova
Italy: +1

Italy has fully complied with its commitment to invest in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential and encourage this type of investment from other sources.

Italy has invested in infrastructure. 

On 12 November 2010, the Ministry of Economic Development (MED) signed a decree authorizing realization of the 94 km long power line “Trino-Lacchiarella” between Piemonte and Lombardia, an electric infrastructure of strategic importance for Italy.
 

On 18 November 2010, the Interministerial Committee for Economic Programming (CIPE) approved the modification of the Fund for Enterprise Investment Support (FRI). According to the resolution EUR785 million (approximately USD1083 million) are available for supporting the projects on industrial and technological innovations.
 

On 15 December 2010, CEO of the UniCredit, Federico Ghizzoni, and Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Franco Frattini, presented the project on creation of a logistical platform in the Upper Adriatic for the relaunch of Mediterranean maritime traffic and enhancement of Italian seaports. The public-private partnership will be work on the basis of an agreement between the state and Friuli Venezia Giulia Region to provide the necessary legislative framework for the works.
 

On 19 July 2011, the MED approved the realization of interconnection pipeline “Villanova-Tivat” that is of the strategic importance for Italy because it contributes to enhancing the role of Italy as energy hub between the “European Union and the countries of Eastern Europe.”

Italy has taken some steps to attract infrastructure investment from other sources.

On 23 November 2010, the Minister of Economic Development participated in the signing of the agreement for interconnecting power line between the Italian company Terna S.p.A. and the Government of Montenegro. The investments for interconnection, with the total length of 415 km, amount to about EUR760 million (approximately USD1033 million). The construction of the power line that will provide Italian electricity system with an estimated cost reduction of EUR225 annually would be started in 2011 and finished at the beginning of 2015. Italy and Montenegro have also considered the collaboration in other fields such as railways, with the connection Belgrado-Bar.

On 30 November 2010, the Minister of Economic Development, Paolo Romani, together with the Bulgarian Minister of Economy, Energy and Tourism, Traycho Traykov, took part in the signing of the agreement on the project of interconnection of the gas pipelines between Greece and Bulgaria (Igb). The project has also provisions for constructing the link of the gas pipeline Itgi (interconnection Turkey, Greece, Italy). The agreement has been concluded in Sofia (Bulgaria) by Italian company Edison, Greek state gas company Depa and Bulgarian Bec. On 1 December 2010, Paolo Romani met the Bulgarian Prime Minister, Bojko Borisov, to discuss the collaboration in the main areas with the particular attention to infrastructure, energy, technological innovation and digitalization.
 On 7 December 2010, Azerbaijan gave the go-ahead to the accord with Italy, Greece and Turkey on cooperation in the energy sector, especially in terms of support for the Itgi project, a gas pipeline for the transit of Azerbaijani gas to Europe.
 

On 13 January 2010, Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs visited Switzerland in order to discuss bilateral economic relations. The goals of the visit have included, inter alia, confirming Italy’s commitment to enhance cooperation between the two countries in strategic sectors such as rail links, energy and defense.
 

On 18 January 2011, Italian and Slovenian Ministers of Infrastructure held a meeting where they discussed the development of the projects related to Corridor Vand, a project of the new rail communication between Trieste and Divaccia.
 

On 31 May 2011, the Italian Embassy in Seoul promoted the first mission to Korea by INVITALIA, the national inward investment and business development agency. Its aim was to make the first structured presentation in Korea of Italy as a destination for quality investment and to promote specific opportunities to potential Korean partners. The meeting was focused on several sectors, including transportation and energy.

On 7 September 2011, the Italian and Serbian authorities held the meeting devoted to the reinforcement of bilateral economic cooperation. The agenda contained such areas as realization of new infrastructures and the development of ever more strategic partnership in energy field, first of all in renewable sources.

Italy has invested in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential and has taken measures to attract investment from other sources. Thus, it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Anna Vekshina

Japan: +1

Japan has fully complied with its commitment to make infrastructure investment and undertake measures to facilitate infrastructure investment from other sources.

Japan has invested in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential.

On 14 December 2010, the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications approved a policy concerning the “Path of Light” concept which aims for broadband utilization in every household by approximately 2015, and worked out a timeline for the implementation of the concept.

On 16 December 2010, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) launched the ‘Hydrogen Highway Project’, a world’s first expressway service using fuel cell buses. Hydrogen stations will be constructed in Suginami (Tokyo), Haneda, and Narita and used as hydrogen supply bases for the fuel cell expressway buses and vehicles.

On 15 January 2011, the METI launched the ‘Hydrogen Town Project’, the second part of the ‘Hydrogen Energy Social Infrastructure Development Demonstration Project’, which aims at creation of a hydrogen society in the future. Through the project, hydrogen will be supplied via pipelines installed in urban districts and pure-hydrogen-type fuel cells will be operated for a full scale of a community as demonstration.

On 2 May 2011, the Japanese Diet approved the first part of supplementary reconstruction budget totalling JPY4.15 trillion (USD51.9 billion) for the fiscal year 2011.
 On 25 July 2011, the second supplementary budget of JPY2 trillion (USD25 billion) was enacted. The budgets are aimed to support survivors and finance infrastructure reconstruction in the quake- and tsunami-hit Tohoku region.

In addition to Government-funded projects, Japan also sought to cooperate with private companies and other countries.

On 13 January 2011, 13 private companies including, inter alia, Toyota, Nissan, and Honda, as well as energy producers, announced in a joint statement their intention to work together in order to expand the introduction of fuel-cell vehicles and develop the hydrogen supply network throughout Japan by 2015, and requested the Government to establish public-private partnership to back their efforts. The METI responded with the pledge to provide all the necessary support.

At the Meeting of Information and Communications Cabinet Ministers from Japan and the 10 ASEAN countries held in Kuala Lumpur on 13 January 2011, the parties adopted the “ASEAN-Japan ICT Work Plan 2011,” and the “ASEAN-Japan Collaboration Framework on Information Security.”
 Japan also expressed interest in active cooperation with ASEAN member states, China and Korea on the information security framework and ICT infrastructure development.

Japan has invested in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential and facilitated infrastructure investment from other sources. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Ekaterina Maslovskaya

Korea: 0

Korea has partially complied with its commitment to invest in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential.

On 8 December 2010, the Korean government presented a plan to invest KRW49 trillion (USD42.6 billion) in the country’s power generation capacity by 2024.

The Korea Information Technology Report stated that Korean IT spending would increase from USD16.9 billion in 2011 to around USD22.1 billion in 2015.

On 18 January 2011, the Korean Ministry of Land, Transport and Maritime Affairs announced that Korea would invest KRW185 trillion (USD166 billion) over the next decade to upgrade transportation infrastructure, and to help to enhance the nation’s overall logistics efficiency. The investment, which will be made under a revision to the transportation system, will focus on building or expanding roads, railways, airports, seaports and other infrastructure.

Korea has invested in infrastructure that addresses both bottlenecks and enhances growth potential. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Svetlana Nikitina

Mexico: +1

Mexico has fully complied with its commitment to invest in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential and facilitate investment in infrastructure from other sources.

On 17 December 2010, Mexican President Felipe Calderón inaugurated the Saltillo General Hospital, the main health facility in the state of Coahuila. The Hospital is equipped with state-of-the-art technology and involves an investment of MXN450 mln.

On 10 January 2011, José María Morelos y Pavón Children’s Hospital and the IMSS-Oportunidades Rural Hospital were inaugurated in the municipality of San José del Rincón. Construction of the hospitals aims primarily at the high-risk zones in the state of Mexico and expands the coverage of primary and secondary health services for the benefit of the population living in marginalized and highly marginalized conditions.

On 17 January 2011, Felipe Calderón announced the Electricity Service in the Valle de México Project aimed at replacing the electricity grid in the historic centre and benefiting 30,000 users with MXN700 mln of investment required. President also supervised the progress of the Federal Electricity Commission (CFE)’s operation in the center of the country, which served as the framework for the inauguration of 79 customer service centers, 282 CFEmáticos (payment centers), a Regional Call Center, 11 sub-stations, and 8 transmission lines.

On 3 March 2011, Felipe Calderón reported that four-year investments in the construction and modernization of the highways in the Federal Network reached MXN175 bln with nearly 15,500 km of highway built or modernized, e.g. Apatzingán-Nueva Italia stretch.

On 3 March 2011, the President inaugurated Boulevard Constituyentes de Apatzingán as part of the expansion of the Apatzingán-Nueva Italia Highway, which involves a cost of MXN600 mln and will benefit the municipalities of Apatzingán, Nueva Italia, Gabriel Zamora, Uruapan and Parácuaro among others.

On 8 March 2011, Mexican President inaugurated La Caldera Pump Station, one of the largest water works in the east of the city that will benefit the municipalities of Chalco, Valle de Chalco, Ixtapaluca and Valle de Chalco-Solidaridad and prevent floods in the municipalities and Mexico City. The construction required an investment of MXN61 bln.

On 10 March 2011, Felipe Calderón inaugurated the expansion and modernization of the Caborca-Sonoyta highway, the only road to the northeast of the country. Modernization includes paving, drainage and complementary works aimed at reducing the risk of accidents, eliminating bottlenecks and decreasing travelling times, operating costs and pollutant emission levels.

On 19 March 2011, the Mexican President signed a decree modifying ban on the Balsas River Basin to make it accessible for human consumption. The modification will benefit the population of 340 municipalities from various Mexican states.

On 22 March 2011, Felipe Calderón visited the works of the Baluarte Bicentenario Bridge, one of the world’s largest. The bridge is 1,200 meters long and its construction involves an investment of MXN19,369 mln. On the same day a stretch of the Durango-Mazatlán highway was inaugurated in Durango. The inter-oceanic axis will make Durango a major hub to transport goods from the Asian Pacific and together with the Pan-American axis it will provide links to the center of Mexico, southern US and Canada.

Mexico has also taken measures to facilitate infrastructure investment from other sources.

On 28 January 2011, Felipe Calderón signed the National Tourism Agreement
 and announced 2011 as a Year of Tourism in Mexico. The initiative has the objective to promote tourism in the country as an effective means of fight against poverty and infrastructure development.
 As part of the strategy for promoting tourism, Mexican President discussed the opportunities with President of the Region of the Americas of the InterContinental Hotels Group (IHG) Jim Abrahamson who announced IHG’s intention to invest additional USD500 million in Mexico over the next 3 years, which will translate into 47 hotels with 5,000 rooms.
 On the World Tourism Day on 27 September 2011, President Calderón highlighted the role of private enterprise, which pledged investments for over ARS4 billion for 2011 and outlined the main actions taken to achieve the Agreement: increasing connectivity and facilities for the arrival and transfer of tourists, strengthening tourist infrastructure and boosting tourist promotion. The total value of investment exceeded ARS9 billion.

Mexico has invested in infrastructure to address bottlenecks and enhances growth potential and encourage infrastructure investment from other sources. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Polina Arkhipova

Russia: +1

Russia has fully complied with its commitment to invest in infrastructure itself and to take measures aimed at facilitating infrastructure investment from other sources.

On 22 November 2010, Russian President Dmitry Medvedev announced the creation of the first set of digital TV channels. Thus digital broadcasting will be available to over 20 million people in 16 of the Russian regions in 2011 and to the whole population by 2015.

On 13 December 2010, Russian President signed Federal Law on the Federal Budget for 2011 and the Budget Plan for 2012-2013.
 More than RUB26 billion are earmarked for the reconstruction of 38 airports, including projects in Sochi, Kazan and on the Kuril Islands, in accordance with this document.

On 13 January 2011, Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin stated a plan for the extension of the railway transport structural reform to 2015. Developing high-speed railway systems will be the priority of the state and RUB350 billion is to be spent for this purpose in 2011.

Sufficient steps to promote infrastructure investment have been taken in Russia.

On 24 November 2010, Russian President Dmitry Medvedev charged the Government with developing measures aimed at encouraging investment in renewable energy sources.

On 27 November 2010, the Russian Government issued a regulation
 aimed at lowering the cost of access to engineering facilities and improving the speed of this process. These new rules are expected to facilitate infrastructure investment.

On 27 December 2010, the Russian Technologies State Corporation, OAO INTER RAO UES and General Electric signed a framework agreement on producing high-performance energy equipment.

On 21 March 2011, Russian President proposed the establishment of a special fund to attract foreign investments to the Russian economy.
 On 1 June 2011, Russian Direct Investment Fund was formally established.

On 2 April 2011, Russian President Dmitry Medvedev approved a list of instructions on priority measures aimed at improving the investment climate in Russia.
 

On 2 August 2011, Russian President Dmitry Medvedev ordered to confer the status of investment ombudsmen on Deputy Presidential Plenipotentiary Envoys to Federal Districts, whose responsibilities include assisting investors in the implementation of private investment projects, notably in infrastructure.

Russia 
has made investment in infrastructure and managed to facilitate infrastructure investment from other sources. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Andrey Shelepov

Saudi Arabia: +1

Saudi-Arabia has fully complied with its commitment to invest in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential and facilitate investment from other sources.

Government infrastructure investments have been taken in Saudi Arabia.

On 10 January 2011, Prince Sultan bin Abdul Aziz, who is also the minister of defence, officially launched the construction of the new King Abdul Aziz International Airport, which would cost USD7,2 billion.

On 1 February 2011, The Ministry of Hajj has invested USD200 thousand towards new technology infrastructure, with aims of providing better services to the rising number of annual pilgrims to the Holy Cities of Makkah and Madinah and other sacred places in Saudi Arabia.

On 16 February 2011, The Minister of Transport Dr. Jubarah Eid Al-Suraysiri, who is also Chairman of the Board of Directors of Saudi Railroads Organization, announced that 4 passengers stations at a cost of USD2,5 billion will be established for Al-Haramain High Speed Train during two and a half years from the start of its execution.

On 30 March 2011, Al-Balad Al-Amin Company signed agreement with Ernst & Young for the flotation of the 180-km railway network project that covers all parts of the Makkah city. The new railway system with 88 stations is expected to bring about a qualitative change in the city’s transport system. Mayor of Makkah City, Osama Al-Bar who is also chairman of the Al-Balad Al-Amin Company board of directors, said that the Makkah Metro project included construction of four railway networks linking all parts of the city and work on the new railway would start within a year.

On 18 April 2011, Sami Mohsen Baroum, chairman of Knowledge Economic City Co. (KEC) signed USD81 million contract with Al-Rajhi Infrastructure Company to carry out the northern part of the economic city project. The work on the project started within a few weeks after signing. The infrastructure projects include construction of roads, setting up of electricity, telecommunication, water and sewage networks and rainwater drainage systems, planting of trees along roads and other smart infrastructure facilities.

On 16 June 2011, the Saudi Railway Organization (SRO) announced building the Haramain Railway,” which will link the cities of Makkah and Madinah with Jeddah, and will cost about USD11 billion. The high-speed rail project will bring about dramatic improvement in transportation of pilgrims between the two holy cities, the SRO official said.

On 7 August 2011, the General Authority of Civil Aviation (GACA) launched the new international terminal at Prince Mohammed bin Abdulaziz Airport in Al-Madinah. The operation of the new terminal came within the framework of GACA's plan for the development of various airports across the Kingdom and within its urgent measures undertaken at the airport to reach the capacity of the new international terminal.

Some measures have been undertaken to facilitate infrastructure investments from other sources. 
On 26 April 2011, Prince Mishaal bin Abdullah, governor of Najran Region and president of the Board of Investment in Najran, implemented a new plan, including strategies to activate investments and infrastructure projects in the region. The new deal to Najran comprises many important strategies, including building an attractive environment for investment, recommending a specific investment strategy, promoting administrative support to ensure sustainable investment and attract investors, and creating a system in consonance with the investment strategy of Najran. It also focuses on rebuilding the infrastructure for future economic growth by developing water and sanitation, solid waste, electricity, telecommunications, information technology, agricultural, tourism, and industrial and military facilities.

Saudi-Arabia has invested in infrastructure that addresses both bottlenecks and enhances growth potential and has taken measures to attract investment from other sources. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Alexey Mironov
South Africa: 0

South Africa has partially complied with its commitment to invest in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential.

On 29 January 2011, the President of the South Africa Jacob Zuma reported on the progress of NEPAD Heads of State High Level Sub-Committee on Infrastructure to the AU Nepad Heads of State and Government Orientation Committee (HSGOC). He reported that the Sub-Committee sought endorsement by the HSGOC of the infrastructure projects identified and their respective champions and therefore their subsequent consideration and approval by the AU Assembly. In this regard, 7 projects were agreed.
 

On 10 February 2011, at the Joint Sitting of Parliament in his state of the nation address Jacob G Zuma, President of the Republic of South Africa, declared that government would continue to participate in the revitalisation of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development with specific focus on the implementation of its infrastructure programme, and the North-South infrastructure development corridor.

On 6 April 2011, South African Transport Minister Sibusiso Ndebele announced a ZAR97 billion (USD1.2 billion) rail upgrade program, which will be rolled out over 18 years. Allocations over the next three years include ZAR2.5 billion (USD30 million) to municipalities for public transport systems and infrastructure, as well as additional funds for the Passenger Rail Agency of South Africa for replacing signaling infrastructure and refurbishing rail coaches. In addition, ZAR30.2 billion (about USD380 million) will be spent on improving the passenger rail system over the next three years.

On 20 May 2011, Water and Environmental Affairs Minister Edna Molewa mentioned that the Government would spend ZAR14.2 (about USD180 million) over the next three years on dams and water distributions systems. This investment is a part of the South African three-year, ZAR846 billion (USD106 million) infrastructure upgrade plan. Molewa highlighted that «the spending focus over the medium term will be on bulk raw water resource infrastructure to meet sustainable demand for South Africa».

On 15 September 2011, at the Fourth South Africa-European Union Summit, the leaders of South Africa and the European Union agreed to develop infrastructure as a crucial part in the development of both the African continent and the EU region. In particular the development of the North-South Road and Rail Corridor holds great potential for the states of Southern and East Africa for greater economic and market integration, concomitant economic growth and job creation for the region’s population. The approach will be broadened to include sectors and sub-sectors that are linked to the North – South Corridor.

According to its Strategic Plan for 2011/12 – 2015/16 the South African Department of Energy will allocate ZAR4.5 billion (USD558 million) for the construction of the national multipurpose petroleum pipelines between Durban and Johannesburg to “ensure the supply of petroleum products in the period of 2011-2013.”

South Africa has invested in infrastructure but no facts of attracting infrastructure investment from other sources have been registered. Thus it is awarded a score of 0.

Analyst: Yuriy Zaytsev 
Turkey: +1

Turkey has fully complied with its commitment to invest in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential and has taken measures to facilitate infrastructure investment from other sources.

On April 16 2011 the agreement to finalize the privatization of the Istanbul Ferry Lines (IDO), a subsidiary of the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality, was signed between the winning consortium and municipality officials, thus closing the USD861 million deal. 

“The income from the transaction will be used for new transportation projects in Istanbul,” said Ahmet Selamet, acting Mayor of Istanbul.

On May 3 2011 Turkish Energy Minister Taner Yildiz and Iranian Energy Minister Majid Namjou finalized and signed energy roadmap at promoting investment and cooperation between the two neighbors. The agreement will have a “promising prospect” for Iran-Turkey energy transactions, boosting the two countries' electricity transmission capacity from “the current 500 MW to 1000 MW,” Namjou said.

On May 6 2011 Turkish Minister of Finance Mehmet Simsek stated that the government of Turkey would try to implement “more unique models” for socioeconomic development of one of the poorest region – province of Batman. Noting that the government will establish a “textile campus” on 24.7 acres owned by the Treasury, Simsek said a total of 18 different facilities were to be built there. “We will also develop the infrastructure of the campus. All kinds of support will be provided to facilities,” he said.

On May 11 2011 Turkey’s Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan announced an ambitious program on Istanbul transformation. Building a shipping canal parallel to the Bosporus strait is to be a key project. He also outlined another one: to build two new earthquake resistant urban centers in Istanbul.

On 1 June 2011 Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan unveiled government’s plans for Diyarbakır, which the prime minister said will boost tourism and employment in the predominantly Kurdish province. The prime minister announced a renovation project for Diyarbakır's Surici. “We will rebuild nearly 500 historic structures, remaining faithful to the original. Historic buildings will be visible. Diyarbakır will have a landscape the world will be eager to see. This project will also being about major urban transformation. Shanty houses in the region will be destroyed and replaced with new houses. No one will be victimized during this process. The Housing Development Administration of Turkey [TOKİ] has already contacted these people. A total of 1,272 more houses will be built,” he said. 

The construction of the Silvan Dam is another Erdogan’s project for Diyarbakır. “The Silvan Dam will be used to irrigate an area of 2,450 square kilometers. We will enable our farmers in Diyarbakır to generate an additional annual income of TL735 million. The project will also provide employment to 318,000 people,” he added.

Turkey has invested in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential as well as attracted infrastructure investment from other sources. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

United Kingdom: +1

The UK has fully complied with its commitment to invest in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential and facilitate investment from other sources.

On 23 March 2011, Chancellor George Osborne delivered the Coalition Government’s budget for 2011 and launched the Government’s “Plan for Growth.”
,
 In this plan the Government allocated GBP200 billion of public and private infrastructure investments over the next five years.
 In the Plan for Growth” the Government committed to publish the UK’s long-term forward view of infrastructural projects and programmes in autumn 2011 as part of the National Infrastructure Plan 2011 launched earlier in October 2010.

On 21 December 2010, the UK Government published the report of an investigation into how to reduce the costs of infrastructure projects and on 31 March 2011, published a detailed programme of activity through 2011 and beyond, to effect change and realize the savings.

Department for Business, Innovation and Skills is also currently reviewing regulations to promote growth of key economic sectors, working with Infrastructure UK – a separate unit within HM Treasury, providing advice on infrastructure issues.
 Department of Energy and Climate Change together with industry develop a national policy on grid infrastructure, including smart grid standards.
 

As “Plan for Growth” assumes GBP200 billion of not only public but also private infrastructural investments over the next five years the Plan sets out a package of measures to support private sector investment, enterprise and innovation.
 Particularly, the Government will publish a binding set of principles of economic regulation to infrastructure, make changes to the planning system and publish a rolling two year programme of projects where public sector funding has been agreed to provide greater certainty for long-term investors in UK.

The UK also managed to attract the European Investment Bank funds to facilitate infrastructural development in the UK and on 6 May 2011 Simon Brooks, European Investment Bank Vice President, confirmed this commitment.

On 5 August 2011, The UK Government published the new report “Enabling the Transition to a Green Economy: Government and Business Working Together” in which the Government committed to support businesses and help establish the clarity needed to underpin private sector investment in environmentally friendly infrastructure.

The United Kingdom has invested in infrastructure that addresses both bottlenecks and enhances growth potential and attracted investment from other sources. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Natalia Churkina

United States: +1

The United States has fully complied with its commitment to invest in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential.

On 15 November 2010, the Commerce Department recommended to reallocate 115 MHz of spectrum for wireless broadband service within the next five years. This corresponds with President Obama’s commitment to make available 500 megahertz of Federal and nonfederal spectrum over the next 10 years.

On 27 January 2011, U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood announced a final rulemaking that would help economically and socially disadvantaged businesses participate in federally funded highway, transit and airport projects.

On 9 February 2011, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) announced a Broadband Acceleration Initiative aimed at expanding the reach and reducing the costs of broadband deployment. The initiative will reduce regulatory barriers to broadband build-out and bring together key stakeholders.

On 14 February 2011, U.S. President Barack Obama unveiled his USD3.7 billion budget for 2012. Part of this budget is six-year transportation plan which will enable to implement innovative solutions in transportation. The President proposed to spend USD129 billion in the first year.
 Moreover, the budget provides for creating a USD556 billion infrastructure bank which is a funding mechanism for building roads, bridges, rail lines, etc.
 The bank would not add to the budget deficit since it is aimed at leveraging private-sector funds by offering loans to selected projects. However the proposed budget will encounter problems in Congress, where both Democrats and Republicans are against it.

In March 2011 U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood announced that he is making available USD2.4 billion to states eager to develop high-speed rail corridors across the United States. President Obama’s vision is to connect 80% of Americans to high-speed rail within the next 25 years.

On 9 May 2011, U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood announced USD2 billion in high-speed rail awards providing an unprecedented investment to speed up trains in the Northeast Corridor and expand service in the Midwest.

On 26 September 2011, U.S. Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner said President Barack Obama's USD447 billion jobs proposal would boost economic growth by renovating the nation's roads, airports and railways.

The U.S. has undertaken measures to facilitate infrastructure investment from other sources. On 27 January 2011, at a meeting between Chinese business leaders and the American and Chinese Presidents in Washington CEOs of key Chinese companies said they were considering stepped-up investment in the U.S., particularly into infrastructure.

The United States has invested in infrastructure that addresses both bottlenecks and enhances growth potential. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Tatyana Lanshina

European Union: +1

The European Union has fully complied with its commitment to invest in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential and facilitate infrastructure investment from other sources.

On 21 February 2011, the European Commission announced its decision to grant EUR170 million (approximately USD226 million) to transport infrastructure projects across Europe. The grants will allow EU members build missing transport links, remove bottlenecks and increase the safety and security of transport.

On 1 March 2011, the European Commission launched consultations on the guarantee bonds issued by companies to fund large-scale infrastructure projects, such as transport, energy, Internet and telecommunications networks. The Commission would share the risks of the guarantees with the European Investment Bank (EIB). The bonds would be offered to investors including pension funds and insurance companies by private companies acting as mediators. EU-backed project bonds are to be available in 2014.
 Consultations were closed on 2 May 2011. The legislative proposal and the impact assessment are to be issued before the end of 2011.

On 30 June 2011 the European Commission proposed setting a new “Connecting Europe Facility” to boost investment in pan-European infrastructure. This proposal is part of multi-annual budget for 2014-20. The new fund would have EUR40 billion (approximately USD57.2 billion) at its disposal: EUR21.7 billion (approximately USD31 billion) for transport, EUR9.1 billion (approximately USD13 billion) for energy and EUR9.2 billion (approximately USD13 billion) for digital network projects.

On 8 September 2011, European Commission Vice-President Siim Kallas responsible for Transport announced his intention to bring forward in 2013 a package of proposals to help ports remain competitive and support the huge potential for growth in the port sector.

On 16 September 2011, the European Investment Bank (EIB) decided to provide two loans to Croatia: EUR60 million (approximately USD82 million) for the extension of the motorway along Corridor Vc and EUR25 million (approximately USD34 million) to develop community infrastructure in coastal areas of the country.

On 20 September 2011, the EU energy commissioner Gunther Oettinger said the European Commission planned to unveil its formal legal proposals for promoting investment in EU energy infrastructure in "late October". The proposals would focus on speeding up energy infrastructure planning and approval procedures across the EU, and promoting private funding with public money.

The European Union has invested in infrastructure that addresses bottlenecks and enhances growth potential and managed to facilitate infrastructure investment from other sources. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Tatyana Lanshina

Human Resource Development

2010-55: [We will implement a range of structural reforms to boost and sustain global demand, foster job creation, contribute to global rebalancing, and increase our growth potential, and where needed undertake:] Labor market and human resource development reforms, including better targeted benefits schemes to increase participation; (socioeconomic)

2010-56: [We will implement a range of structural reforms to boost and sustain global demand, foster job creation, contribute to global rebalancing, and increase our growth potential, and where needed undertake:] education and training to increase employment in quality jobs, boost productivity and thereby enhance potential growth. (socioeconomic)

2010-110: [We will]: Improve the development of employable skills matched to employer and labor market needs in order to enhance the ability to attract investment, create decent jobs and increase productivity. (development)

2010-111: We will support the development of internationally comparable skills indicators and the enhancement of national strategies for skills development, building on the G20 Training Strategy; (development)
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Argentina: +1

Argentina fully complied with the commitment. Argentina worked with the World Bank in order to expand Argentina’s social protection programs and foster workforce inclusion. Argentina was awarded a score of full compliance.

The Ministry of Labour, Employment and Social Security announced that Argentina declared 2011 “Year of Decent Work, Health and Safety for Workers” by means of the Executive Order No. 75/11.

The International Labour Organization published “Panorama Laboural 2011” a report which outlined that the wage employment grew more than employment rates, indicating a shift from the informal to the formal sector and the economy increased allowing the reduction of unemployment. 

On 27 August 2011, Christina Fernandez announced that Argentina would increase the minimum wage to 2,300 pesos ($549.71) per month, from the previous 1,800 pesos, a 25% increase. This was following an agreement between government officials, labour unions and business leaders. The wage increase took effect in September 2011 and was in reaction to high inflation.
 Although this is a welfare enhancing labour market reform, it does not contribute to Argentina’s compliance score here. 

Benefits under the family child allowance and the universal child allowance (asignación universal por hijo) will increase by 22 per cent, bringing it from ARS180 to ARS220 per child per month. The new benefit is part of a larger project with a goal to expand coverage of two key cash transfer programmes for the unemployed and families with children younger than age 18 in Argentina. Funding from the World Bank’s Basic Protection Project will support three pillars: child benefits, training and employment insurance, and technical assistance. The project is made possible by a World Bank loan of USD480 million, approved on 10 March, 2011.
 

In the ILO Report on Argentina the following programs were documented as actions taken during the compliance period. In early 2011 the programme for the Promotion of Equal Employment Opportunities was implemented, with the aim of facilitating job placement of unemployed workers with disabilities, through vocational training activities, education certification, assistance in the development of independent projects, and participation in community-oriented projects created and implemented by public bodies or non-profit private institutions.

In January 2011m the Digital Labour Registration System, establishes a connection to the Social Security Administration databases, which allows inspectors to check the registration status of the company’s workers at the time of the inspection. This will improve the efficiency of the inspection system, while optimizing the use of resources.

In April 2011, the National Congress passed a law for Argentina’s adoption of ILO Convention No. 102 on minimum standards of social security (Law No. 26678). This is a step forward in the legislative field for the development of a social protection system, which combines social insurance with a social protection floor, since the adopted regulation establishes lower levels for social security benefits as well as access conditions.

Argentina enhanced the social protection programs and increased minimum wage to mitigate negative economic effects on the country. Therefore Argentina was awarded a score of full compliance.
Extended Compliance: +1

On 8 April 2012 the ILO hosted a Global Jobs Pact in Argentina, which contains a set of strategic recommendations to promote decent work, protect people, create an enabling environment for sustainable enterprises and promote social dialogue. The meeting in Buenos Aires analysed the measures taken by Argentina in response to the crisis of 2008, the lessons learned and the ways forward. 

For this action and its action in the first analysis period, the government of Argentina complied and was awarded a score of +1. 

Analyst Angela Zhang 

Argentina: +1

Argentina fully complied with the commitment to increase education and training for quality employment. 

To increase quality employment, Argentina implemented youth programmes that combine training and services, such as job readiness and job-search assistance, to improve the employment and earnings prospects of participants.

An existing program from the Government of Argentina, through the Security Training and Employment, provides an integrated framework of non-contributory unemployment benefits to support various audiences actively seeking employment by updating their work skills and their effective integration into quality jobs.
 

In 2011 ARS1 million was budgeted for the National Training Programme which provides free training to owners, staff or managers, and middle managers of small-and-medium-sized enterprises, through non-profit organizations.
 

In early 2011 Argentina launched the Promotion of Equal Employment Opportunities program. The program faciliates job placement of unemployed workers with disabilities, through vocational training activities, education certification, assistance in the development of independent projects, and participation in community-oriented projects.

The Government of Argentina demonstrated actions to increase the number or quality of existing training and education programs, focused on employment. Therefore, the Government of Argentina was awarded a score of +1.

Extended Compliance: +1 

The Government of Argentina through the Commission for the full participation and inclusion of people with disabilities (COPIDIS) from Ciudad Autonoma de Buenos Aires announced that from 15 February 2012 a call for Grants for Job Training program will be open.

The Ministry of Labour provided 300 workers from Vespucio and General Mosconi training in masonry. The attendees will have the opportunity to work in municipalities in the department of San Martin in Salta.
 
The Government of Argentina continued its actions of the promotion of employment education and training, and therefore is awarded a +1.

Analyst Angela Zhang

Argentina: -1

No evidence was found to indicate that Argentina supported skills development for employment in developing and LICs and therefore Argentina was awarded a score of -1. 

Extended Compliance: -1

No evidence was found to indicate that Argentina supported skills development for employment in developing and LICs and therefore Argentina was awarded a score of -1. 

Analyst Angela Zhang

Argentina: 0

Argentina partially complied with the commitment by supporting internationally comparable skills indicators but not supporting the enhancement of national strategies for skills development in developing or LICs.

The Government of Argentina is one of the co-facilitators of the Human Resource pillar of the Seoul Development Consensus (along with Korea, and Russia), to support the development of internationally comparable and practical indicators of skills for employment and productivity in developing countries, particularly LICs. As co-facilitator Argentina should assist the LIC in areas, such as matching training to employers’ needs and future labour market opportunities in developing countries.

In May 2011, the International Labour Organization (ILO) organized a two-day workshop on skills for employment as part of the G20 Training Strategy to support strong, sustainable and balanced growth in Turin, Italy. The representatives of the Government of Argentina, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, participated as panellists and provided expertise and guidance.
 

The Foreign Ministry's office for international cooperation also directs the Argentine Horizontal Cooperation Fund (FO-AR), which is the funding body for South-South Cooperation initiatives. From 13-17 June 2011, the Government of Argentina, with the support of the International Development Bank, engaged in an exchange of experiences with the Government of Dominican Republic on different points in labour markets with the aim to develop the exchange of knowledge between countries in order to improve the institutional capacity of Employment Services.
 
Argentina attended the ILO workshop indicating support for the development of internationally comparable skills indicators however there was no evidence that Argentina took actions in its role as a co-facilitator of the Human Resource Pillar of the Seoul Development Consensus. Furthermore, although Argentina did not support individual developing and LICs with the development of national skills development strategies and therefore was awarded a score of 0.

Extended Compliance: 0

Argentina did not take any new actions and therefore was awarded a score of partial compliance. 

Analyst Angela Zhang

Australia: +1

In Australia’s commonwealth budget for 2011 and 2012 there were several items dedicated to increasing the skills of the country’s workforce. Australia committed AUD3 billion over 6 years to skill the future labour force, including reforming the training system.
 The agreement established a new National Workforce Development Fund of USD558 million. To meet the needs of the growing economy, the government is collaborating with industry to implement the necessary training programs. It is estimated that 130,000 industry-focused training programs will be implemented. 

The budget also dedicated AUD143 million to skills building for workforce participation. The funding is expected to provide 30,000 additional placements for job seekers in the Language, Literacy and Numeracy Program. Moreover, $80 million will be provided for additional training places for single and teenage parents. Another $20 million will be used to expand the Workplace English Language and Literacy Program to help businesses enhance the basic skills of their workers. An additional $20 million was promised to ensure that disadvantaged job seekers can have access to the Australian Apprenticeships Access Program. 

More opportunities for people with disability were provided as the government processed a fast tracking strengthened Disability Support Pension assessment (DSP). This introduced appropriate participation requirements for around 90,000 DSP recipients under 35 years of age with work capacity, this allowed more people to participate and remain on DSP. It also provided 3,000 additional wage subsidies for people with disability.

The budget also introduced a new approach to addressing entrenched disadvantage in targeted areas. This introduced supports for jobless families in 10 locations.
 

The government arranged better services to link workers to training and employment and pathways for people with disability to participate.
 This includes Job Search Australia, which received AUD3.8 billion over three years to deliver a new, simple and more effective employment service for people looking for jobs, and Disability Employment Services, which received AUD1.7 billion over three years to deliver demand driven employment services for people with disability. 

The government will establish a new $25 million National Workforce and Productivity Agency to support the new partnership with industries. This will be helpful for intensive engagement with industries, industry skills councils, employer associations and unions
. 

Australia fully complied with the commitment to implement labour market reforms and human resource development, including benefits schemes to increase participation. It received a score of +1.

Extended Compliance: +1

On 14 December 2011, the Australian Government-industry training investment was announced financing training for 24,000 workers. Minister of Tertiary Education and Skills, Senator Chris Evans said that under this partnership, the government will provide AUD45 million and industry will provide AUD42 million to support training efforts across the country.
 The efforts will focus on the growing industries in the country. This will benefit both new comers in the industries and existing workers. 

Australia maintained its score of +1. 

Analyst Tanzina Zaman

Australia: +1

Australia complied with its commitment to increase education and training. 

Between 2008 and 2010, the Australian government invested $10.9 billion in vocational education and training through ongoing and capital funding. Moreover, the government increased funding for higher education teaching and learning to up to $8.3 billion in 2011-2012.
 In the Australian 2011-2012 Budget, $1.75 billion was allotted to vocational education and training was to meet the longer terms of the economy.

The government has already invested $810 million to revitalize vocational education and training facilities, this included $104 million from the Education Investment Fund. They also committed $4.15 billion to build world class tertiary facilities through the Education Investment Fund adding to the infrastructure necessary for an innovative knowledge based economy.
 

The government will establish a new $25 million National Workforce and Productivity Agency to support the new partnership with industries. This will be helpful for intensive engagement with industries, industry skills councils, employer associations and unions.

Australia received +1 as it reformed and augmented education and training programs. 

Extended Compliance: +1

There was no evidence of new information contributing to compliance in the extended compliance period.

Analyst Tanzina Zaman

Australia: +1

Australia actively supported the development of employable skills in developing and LICs and therefore was awarded a score of full compliance. 

Australia supported skills development in the Pacific by continuing to support the Australian-Pacific Technical College, which provides Pacific Islanders with internationally recognized job training. The Australian government also continued its commitment to Kiribati by assisting with education and job skills development. The initiative was based on the 2009 Kiribati–Australia Partnership and focused on increasing technical skills, English proficiency and literacy.
 Australia also supported the Kiribati School of Nursing, which provides internationally recognized training for nursing students.
 

Australia supported the development of employable skills in Afghanistan by providing training to public service interns from Uruzgan province, Afghanistan. Interns acquired skills in public financial management, computing, law, public service ethics and general administration.
 Also in Uruzgan province, Australia helped to train 250 women to be teachers as part of a wider initiative to improve female literacy and child education and health.

In 2010, Australia funded for 8 teachers’ training colleges in Papua New Guinea.
 

In September 2011, Australia provided AUD124.5 million in a joint effort with New Zealand to improve child education, accelerate progress in education and skills development in the Pacific region.
 The overall goal was defined as improving learning outcomes to improve the employability of the young people. On 7 September 2011, the Australian government announced USD250 million to help 500,000 children from the Pacific Island to learn to read and write.

In October 2011, Australia entered the Australia-Pakistan Development Partnership, which involves helping children return to school following regional floods.
 Australia also engaged with Papua New Guinea to reform PNG higher education. Australia pledged to help improve PNG high schools so students would have better skills entering university. This program also aims to extend free education to all students up to “year ten.”
 

Australia on 10 May 2011, committed to providing USD100 million in aid to Latin America over the next four years.
 Development assistance will be provided through scholarships, fellowships, volunteers, project grants and joint projects with OECD and emerging donor countries to assist the region's less developed countries. 

Australia supported scholarships such as the Tuvalu Scholarships Program. Seventeen recipients received the opportunity to study at Australian universities. These students study in fields such as “primary education, nursing, and civil engineering” and will later bring their new skills back to their home countries to help improve development. 

The Australian regional development scholarships along with direct support, made it possible for the University of South Pacific to emerge as a premier university in the Pacific region. 

Australia fully complied with the commitment and was awarded a score of +1

Extended Compliance: +1

Australia continued to support the Australia-Pacific Technical College. The AUD152 million provided in 2011 will help 3,450 students receive job training and employment opportunities in the Pacific region.
 Australia also continued its 2008 commitment to youth employment and training in East Timor.
 

In Afghanistan, Australia supported the construction of 20 new schools and training for 250 new teachers. Half of these schools are especially for girls.

Analyst Kathleen Broshuck

Australia: 0

Australia partially complied with the commitment by supporting the enhancement of national strategies building on the G20 Training Strategy but did not support the development of internationally comparable skills indicators. 

Australia did not attend the ILO May 2011 conference on “Knowledge-Sharing Workshop on Skills for Employment: Good Practices and Effective Institutions to Bridge Education, Training and Decent Work”.  

Australia also supported the G20 Training Strategy by encouraging entrepreneurship opportunities for women. Australia provided AUD 2.2 million to support microfinancing which helps women start their own businesses.

Between 2011 and 2012, Australia invested a total $124.5 million towards educational and training purposes.
 One of the three pillars of Australian investment in education has been to generate development through better governance and service delivery with the partner governments of LICs.
 According to an AusAID report on promoting opportunities for all, Australia works with the sub national and national governments to improve access to education and learning outcomes through education policies. 

From 2010-2012 the Australian government in partnership with the local government has funded a vocational training program for refugees on the Thai-Burma Border. The program supports and enhances self reliance and quality of life of the refugees living in camps near Thailand.
 Funding will continue throughout 2012.

AusAID published the 2011-2012 outcomes of the Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) system in Vanuatu.
 Further funding was committed for the second phase of the project. The new locations for the second phase of the program were selected by the Government of Vanuatu following a competitive selection process in which all provinces participated. The program works within the regulatory framework of the Vanuatu National Training Council (VNTC) and existing local processes. It has been supporting the establishment of a quality based national training system which is demand-driven. Service delivery has been decentralised, modular and flexible and aligned with skill needs identified at the provincial level.

   

Extended Compliance: 0 

Analyst Tanzina Zaman

Brazil: -1

The Brazilian Government has not complied with its commitment to implement labour market reforms. 

Although Brazil has undertaken significant measures to reduce poverty and improve welfare, the government has not gone as far as to enact labour market reforms that enhance employment and growth. In June 2011, President Dilma Roussef announced a new multibillion-dollar anti-poverty plan called Brazil Without Misery (Brasil Sem Miséria), to target 16 million poor people and eliminate dire poverty in the next four years. The new programme will pursue macroeconomic stability and expand the Bolsa Família programme, which has helped lift 25 million people out of poverty already.
 The cash transfer program is a way to improve income distribution within Brazil.
 On 23 February 2011, Brazil’s Senate decided to raise the minimum wage to 6.8 per cent to 545 reais (USD326) 
  

While these measures are positive and serve to support income, they do not qualify as the type of labour market reforms this commitment specifies. Thus, Brazil receives a score of -1. 

Extended Compliance: -1

In 2011, 57% of Brazil’s employers reported recruitment difficulties. This suggests that more should be done in Brazil both through the education system and by employers themselves to improve the labour market.

The Government of Brazil did not implement any new labour reforms. Its score continues to be -1. 
Analyst Angela Zhang
Brazil: -1

The Institute for Applied Economic Research (IPEA), a branch of the federal government, indicated that there has been a disconnect between employer needs and Brazil’s education system. 
 The Info sur hoy website, stated that Brazil lacks professionals, which is resulting in companies creating their own training centers to educate workers. 

European Union Commissioner Vassiliou made her first official visit to Brazil from 3-9 April 2011 to launch EU-Brazil policy dialogues on higher education and culture. As a result of these high-level talks with policy-makers and professionals, focused on jointly agreed priorities in higher education and culture, will be created.
 This action however, does not count towards compliance as the dialogue referred to prioritizing and not initiatives or actions.  

The Government of Brazil did not show new actions to increase the number or quality of existing training and education programs. Therefore, the Government of Brazil was awarded a score of -1.

Extended Compliance: -1

The President of Brazil, Dilma Rousseff, promoted young citizens to study at German universities under the Government of Brazil’s new scholarship program, Science Without Borders. The Government of Brazil expects that by the end of 2015 more than 100,000 Brazilians will have spent a year or so abroad at the best universities around the world studying subjects that the Government of Brazil regards as essential for the nation’s future. 
 

Although Brazil supported an education initiative it was not oriented toward employment and therefore Brazil failed to comply with the commitment. 

Analyst Angela Zhang

Brazil: 0

Brazil partially complied with the commitment for initiating a program but received partial compliance as there was a lack of information to support full compliance and the initiative loosely supported employment training.  

In April 2011 Brazil and France decided to strengthen technical cooperation by launching a Franco-Brazilian cooperation project to benefit Haiti and Africa. The project will improve local governance, employment training, infrastructure and food security.

Brazil partially complied with the commitment to improve the development of employable skills matched to employer and market needs and was awarded a score of 0. 

Extended Compliance: +1

Brazil’s Service for Industrial Training (SENAI) signed a contract with the Government of the Dominican Republic to assist the Dominican government in the construction of an education center to train students in the field of civil construction, electrician, heating and refrigerating, plumbing and carpentry. The professional education center hopes to train at least 1000 students a year.
 

On 30 January 2012, Mozambique, Brazil and the U.S signed the Declaration of Intent for the Implementation of Joint Technical Cooperation Activities in the Republic of Mozambique, “which seeks to coordinate efforts by all three parties to promote joint technical cooperation activities in Mozambique.”

Analyst Jeffrey Neto

Brazil: 0

Brazil supported internationally comparable skills indicators but did not support the enhancement of national strategies for skills development. For over three decades Brazil has worked with national governments to help build institutions that can foster skills, vocational training as well as function as a place of knowledge exchange. 

Brazil attended the “Knowledge-Sharing Workshop on Skills for Employment: Good Practices and Effective Institutions to Bridge Education, Training and Decent Work” hosted by the International Labour Organization on 4-6 May 2011 which discussed the practical matters that affect the implementation and effectiveness of skills development policies and institutions.

On June 2011, the ILO promoted a new path of social development: the South-South and triangular cooperation (SSTC). Mr. Carlos Lupi, Minister of Labour, Brazil reiterated IBSA’s commitment to the ILO’s Global Jobs Pact and call for Job-centred policies. IBSA Trust Fund was aimed at supporting projects through SSC was under evaluation.

Extended Compliance: +1

SENAI, Brazil’s Service for Industrial Training, signed a contract with the Government of the Dominican Republic to assist the Dominican government in the construction of an education center to train students in the field of civil construction, electrician, heating and refrigerating, plumbing and carpentry. The professional education center hopes to train at least 1000 students a year.
 

Brazil assisted a national government strategy for skills development and therefore the score in the extended compliance period was increased to full compliance. 

Analyst: Jeffrey Neto and Angela Zhang
Canada: +1

Canada fully complied with the commitment to make labour market and human resource development reforms and target support to increase working populations. 

The Canadian labour force grew at a rate of 1.2% (+220,300) to 18.6 million in 2010/11, after increasing by +0.6% (+115,600) the previous year. The number of youth participating in the labour force fell by 29,900 (-1.0%), following a decline of 82,600 (-2.8%) in 2009/10.
 
The Canadian government offers Employment Insurance (EI) to its citizens. This provides “temporary financial assistance to unemployed Canadians who have lost their job while they look for work or upgrade their skills.” As well as “Canadians who are sick, pregnant, or caring for a newborn or adopted child, as well as those who must care for a family member who is seriously ill with a significant risk of death, may also be assisted by Employment Insurance.” EI Family Supplement provides additional benefits to low-income families with children.
As of 1 January 2011 EI was extended to self-employed people, who could now opt into the EI program for the first time. 

On 17 March 2011, Prime Minister Stephen Harper visited T.A. Brannon Steel Ltd., where he highlighted the company’s highly successful participation in the Government’s Work-Sharing Program, using it to avoid laying off about 35 of its workers. “When the global recession hit, our Government took decisive action – including the Work-Sharing Program – to help support workers and their communities,” said the Prime Minister. “Our efforts have been remarkably successful and moving forward, we will continue to focus on what matters most to Canadian workers, their families and their communities. This means keeping taxes low, supporting job creation, and investing in innovation, research, and training.” The program aimed to aid employment is called work-sharing. Work-sharing is a part of Canada’s Economic Plan that is designed to “help companies facing a temporary slowdown in business avoid layoffs by offering Employment Insurance to workers who are willing to work a reduced workweek.”
  

Canada fully complied with the commitment. 

Extended Compliance: +1

As of 8 November 2011, almost 600,000 more Canadians were working than when the recession ended, and the unemployment rate declined to 7.3 per cent, down significantly from a peak of 8.7 per cent during the recession.

Also in November 2011 “to continue to support jobs and growth” it was announced that a reduction in the maximum potential increase in Employment Insurance premium rates in 2012 to 5 cents from 10 cents to further help Canadian workers and employers. Also, temporary extension of an enhancement to the Work-Sharing Program by providing an additional extension of up to 16 weeks for active, recently terminated or new work-sharing agreements until October 2012.

As of December 9, 2011, it was reported that the Targeted Initiative for Older Workers part of the Government of Canada’s broader strategy to create an educated, skilled and flexible workforce had helped more than 16,000 unemployed older workers retrain for new careers. A key element of the Plan includes increasing and improving opportunities available to Canadian workers through skills development.
 Also under the Targeted Initiative for Older Workers, the federal and provincial governments provided $135,000 for Put Your Wisdom to Work – Re-entering the Workforce. Participants were taught new skills, such as computer skills, résumé writing, and networking and interview skills. Job-shadowing with an employer was also part of their curriculum.

In Spring 2012, changes to Canada’s Economic Action Plan included reforming the federal skilled worker point system used to select immigrants to better reflect the importance of younger immigrants with Canadian work experience and better language skills. It also created a new Federal Skilled Trades program, to make it easier for them to immigrate to Canada and fill labour market needs. “The goal is to move to a just-in-time system where immigrants with needed skills can be selected from a pre-qualified pool.” The changes also modified the Canadian Experience Class to make it easier for highly skilled temporary foreign workers to transition to permanent residence. They went further and proposed consulting with industry on a “start-up” visa for innovative entrepreneurs. The aim would be to “attract immigrant entrepreneurs and link them with private sector organizations that have experience and expertise working with start-ups.”

Canada continued to fully comply with the commitment and received a score of +1. 

Analyst Samantha Rudick

Canada: +1

Canada fully complied with the commitment to increase education and training programs for employment and received a score of +1. 

Under Canada’s Economic Action plan many initiatives were released during the compliance cycle. In partnership with the Province of Nova Scotia, Canada “is ensuring that older workers get the support, training and skills development opportunities they need to find jobs and adapt to the changing economy.” Putting the plan into motion, they made the announcement that “the two levels of government are providing $143,240 in funding for the Antigonish Career Resource Centre’s New Beginnings Project for Older Workers, through the Targeted Initiative for Older Workers (TIOW).” The Economic Action Plan is the Government of Canada’s “strategy to protect the economy” by helping Canadians.
 

The Minister of State James Moore stated that through the Economic Action Plan, Canada is investing in research and training facilities at campuses to create jobs, and help the economy. This statement by the Minister of State was made at the official reopening of the renovated Barclay Chemistry Building which the Government of Canada invested $2 million through the Knowledge Infrastructure Program. He also stated that the investment created local jobs and helped improve Mount Allison University's research infrastructure.
 

On 22 November 2010, government officials announced increased funding for the Kangirqliniq Centre for Arts and Learning in Nunavut. The Government of Canada provided $50,000 in funding through the Canada Arts Training Fund. This fund of the Department of Canadian Heritage “supports non-profit organizations that offer training to Canadians aspiring to a national or international professional career in the arts.”

Up to $2,200,000 of funding was made available through the FedDev Ontario's Graduate Enterprise Internship to Niagara College to allow the college to work with graduating students, graduates and local businesses to arrange up to 200 internships with structured mentoring opportunities. “This federal investment will provide benefits for both our graduates and local employers. We're grateful that the federal government understands the important role that post-secondary education plays in keeping companies innovative, and the role that innovative companies have in our economic success,” said Niagara College Acting President Steve Hudson.

Canada supported education and training programs, and provided the necessary funding. 

Extended Compliance: +1

On 12 September 2012, John Duncan, Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development announced CAN99,000 from the Skills Link program to the Heiltsuk Social Development Office to help youth overcome barriers to employment. Skills Link is part of the Government of Canada’s Youth Employment Strategy (YES).
 

Canada: +1

On 30 November 2010, the Minister of International Cooperation announced 36 vocational training projects to help to establish strong technical and vocational education and training systems in Mozambique, Senegal and Tanzania. Canada’s International Development Agency's (CIDA) Skills for Employment initiative promised to help African youth by giving them the necessary training to access greater opportunities for jobs and stable incomes.
 

In accordance with one of Canada’s three priorities of its international development agenda, stimulating sustainable economic growth CIDA launched the Education for Employment Initiative (EFE) in 2008. The EFE was designed to assist developing countries improve their education and training institutions to meet the demand for a skilled workforce. The program began in Mozambique, Senegal and Tanzania and within these countries has helped create 56 technical and professional training programs and 21 entrepreneurial modules. It also helped train 514 trainers and 105 academic administrators. From 2008 to 2012, CIDA contributed CAD20 million and created networks between the private sector and educational institutions in order to stimulate economic growth.

On 27 January 2011, Prime Minister Stephen Harper announced that Canada would further its support for education reforms in Morocco through new development projects aimed at improving basic education standards and ensuring young people have the skills and knowledge necessary to secure jobs. Canada’s support for the School Management in Morocco project was intended to improve the quality of basic education for boys and girls by training 9,000 school principals in effective ways to make schools more responsive and accountable to local needs.

On 2 March 2011, the Minister of International Cooperation announced Canada’s support for 15 new reconstruction and recovery initiatives. CIDA committed to strengthening the education, health, and agricultural sectors in Haiti with new initiatives to improve the livelihoods of the Haitian population. Part of this initiative was to support the university hospitals by helping to give the 360 clinical graduates, interns, and residents and 160 other health professionals the skills to perform in obstetric and neonatal emergencies. These projects aimed at revitalizing agriculture in Haiti by training 2,000 current and new members at 6 crop storage silos and 6 farmer cooperatives, provide youth with vocational training in agriculture and construction trades, and create 1,300 jobs through rehabilitating wells, farmland, roads, and forests.

On 6 March 2011, Canada made financial contributions to the project entitled Kandahar Sustainable Skills Program under Afghan Learning Development Organization. The project aimed at improving access to employment in the Kandahar area by providing professional skills training for approximately 800 adults, most of them women. Courses in business management, information technology, and communications are offered through the Afghan-Canadian Community Centre (ACCC), a professional education institution in Kandahar. The project includes support for the ACCC to strengthen its ability to deliver professional skills training.
 

On 24 March 2011, Canada started to financially support the project Decent Employment for Youth run by the ILO, which aimed at supporting the Government of Egypt’s efforts to stimulate sustainable economic growth and provide appropriate jobs for young people, especially among groups such as women-headed households, people with disabilities, poor people living in rural areas and unemployed graduates. The project provides assistance to key government ministries, private sector partners, and not-for-profit organizations in implementing youth employment policies and programs.
 

On 28 March 2011, Canada started its 6-year support of the project Cultivating Skills for Employment and Growth in Cuba under Northern Alberta Institute of Technology (NAIT). The project aimed at supporting the Cuban Ministry of Basic Industries to cultivate a skilled and competitive labour force. The project focuses on developing and delivering a strong national vocational training program through technical assistance and strengthening Cuba’s capacity to interact in the global economy by modernizing skills, knowledge, and technology to improve efficiency and productivity and ensure that national standards reflect international norms. The project includes the creation of new training programs and specializations, strengthening personnel competencies, developing a gender-inclusive national vocational training strategy, and reinforcing information and communication technology and industrial certification systems.
 

On 30 March 2011, Canada committed financial support to a 7-year project entitled Enhancing Employability and Leadership for Youth under Aga Khan Foundation Canada. The project aimed at increasing the employment and self-employment of youth in the Gilgit-Baltistan and Chitral regions of Northern Pakistan. It also aimed at increasing the involvement of youth leaders in those regions in state and civil society institutions to promote the betterment of youth. The youth employability component of the project prepares youth for the labour market through improved employment skills training and services. At the same time, it prepares the labour market for youth through reforms that increase employment and self-employment opportunities, such as incentives for developing youth-centred enterprises.
 

On 30 March 2011, Canada supported the project entitled Financial Literacy and Business Development Services for Women under KASHF Foundation. This project aimed to increase women's participation in informal and formal economic activities by providing them with financial literacy training and access to business development services. In the long-term, by providing women with skills and knowledge that help them make financial decisions, the project enables low-income households to raise their incomes, increase their savings, and reduce their vulnerability to future economic shocks.
 

On 8 August 2011, Canada supported the project entitled Capacity-Building of Youth to Grow the Economy: a Public-Private Partnership under Plan International Canada. This project, implemented by Plan International Canada and co-financed by IAMGOLD, helped to develop the capacity of approximately 10,000 young people to grow the economy in Burkina Faso. Girls and boys, aged 13 to 18, were provided training and job skills to meet local labour market needs. and trades. The project involved pre-vocational and vocational technical training and relies on existing networks of non-formal basic education centres (CEBNFs) and vocational training centres (CFPs). CEBNFs offer an alternative by providing pre-vocational training for young people who have not had access to the formal education system. CFPs continue the work of CEBNFs by offering vocational training and job entry opportunities, thus making young people more employable.
 

Canada fully complied with the commitment.

Extended Compliance: +1

On 7 November 2011, Canada’s Former Minister of International Cooperation, Beverly Oda announced “Canada's continued commitment to the advancement of education for all children”. Oda stressed the importance of girls’ education, and emphasized that basic education for girls is a “central focus” in Canada’s official development assistance.

On 12 November 2011, Prime Minister Harper announced a new conflict prevention initiative for Peru. The four year project (2011-2015) entitled Conflict Management and Prevention in the Extractive Sector would “provide technical assistance to Peruvian state agencies and regional governments, as well as to other stakeholders”

On 18 November 2011, former minister Oda announced CAD200 million worth of new initiatives for Africa. Some of these new initiatives focused on helping “farmers increase the productivity of their land and livestock”, empowering youth leadership, and increasing training for health workers.
  
On 11 January 2012, CIDA announced Canada’s commitment to resettle and restore the Champ de Mars, a public park in Port-au-Prince. The Government of Canada pledged CAD19.9 million over two years for the project to “re-establish and register 500 informal camp businesses (most owned by women), train 50 entrepreneurs, create 2,000 local construction jobs (e.g. for debris removal, rebuilding and repair of damaged houses) in the neighbourhoods where residents will resettle, as well as rehabilitate community services. In the process, certified construction training will be provided to 240 Haitian workers.”
 

On 6 February 2012, the new International School Twinning Initiative (ISTI)
, which “aims to engage Canadian and developing-country teachers and students in a shared learning experience was announced. The ISTI provides an enriched interactive learning environment to benefit both Canadian and developing-country classrooms”.
 Although this initiative is focused on education and awareness, it will not play a significant role in increasing investment, creating decent jobs, or improving productivity.

On 10 February 2012, CIDA announced Canadian support for local economic development in the Caribbean region, whereby “the Federation of Canadian Municipalities will assist local Caribbean municipalities build and strengthen their local economies.” CIDA announced that the “Caribbean Local Economic Development (CARILED) project will help to improve local communities and establish business environments to support small and medium-sized enterprises”. The project aims to support up to 50 local governments and agencies, which will reach up to 500 small enterprises in six countries.
 

On 14 April 2012 during the Summit of Americas, Prime Minister Harper announced Canadian support for initiatives across the Americas that will promote a stronger, more stable business environment. No concrete actions were identified.

Canada continued to support the development of skills in the extended compliance period and therefore was awarded a score of +1.

Analyst Seher Shafiq

Canada: 0

The Government of Canada supported national strategies of developing countries, which prioritize skills development strengthening. However, Canada did not attend the May 4-6, 2012 G20 Training Strategy Knowledge Sharing Workshop on Skills for Employment.
 Thus, Canada was awarded a score of 0 overall.

On 29 November 2010, CIDA announced that it would contribute CAD50 million in support of Tanzania’s National Strategy for Growth and Poverty Reduction between the years 2010 and 2015.
 One of the components of Tanzania’s Strategy for Growth and Poverty Reduction is skills development.

On 28 January 2011, Canada’s Minister of International Cooperation announced Canada’s support for Ethiopia's agricultural sector and the country's goal of increased food security. CIDA supported the Agricultural Growth Program, a national initiative aimed at helping farmers become more productive and better linked to local and regional markets.
 This initiative supports the Ethiopian strategy. 

CIDA identified Mozambique has one of its priority countries for assistance. CIDA’s assistance directly supports the implementation of Mozambique’s Poverty Reduction Action Plan (PARP). As of December 2010, the government of Mozambique with financial support from CIDA has achieved the following results: a 6.6% growth in its economy, a levelling off of HIV/AIDS rates at 16%, and an expected increase in GDP driven by projects in the natural resources sector and public investment.
 PARP’s priorities include improving people’s employability through access to vocational training, facilitating linkages between employment needs and training, improve access to labour market information, and improve access to primary education.
 Between the years of 2009 and 2014, CIDA indicated that 31% of its support will go towards strengthening education.
 

CIDA’s programming in Afghanistan has been directly aligned with the Government of Afghanistan’s Joint Monitoring Board, a high-level decisions-making body, which focuses on the commitments made in the Afghanistan National Development Strategy. One of the priorities of Afghanistan’s National Development Strategy is to align vocational training and skills development programs with workforce demands through improved coordination with the National Vocational Education and Training Board (NVETB).
 

In Mali, CIDA’s projects have been in close coordination with the Government of Mali’s Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP II). Within this strategy is an employment and vocational component aligned with the National Employment Policy (PNE).
 In March of 2011, CIDA announced that it would provide CAD10 million in support to the Growth and Poverty Reduction Strategy. CIDA indicated that 20.5% of the support would be used to strengthen basic education.

In Honduras, CIDA’s programming was directly aligned with Honduras’ Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper for 2001-2015. This strategy identifies skills development, especially among young people as a priority for addressing its underutilized work force.
  

On 5 October 2011, Minister of International Cooperation, Bev Oda concluded a Conference on Women's Economic Empowerment co-hosted with UN Under-Secretary-General Michelle Bachelet, Executive Director of UN Women. The conference brought together entrepreneurs, policymakers, researchers, and industry and business leaders to identify concrete ways to support economic opportunity and security for women focusing specifically on equitable access to credit, implement fair labour laws and social protection systems, and enable business environments that meet the needs of women entrepreneurs.
 Although this conference worked toward sharing existing knowledge to facilitate better working conditions and opportunities for women it did not meet the requirements to develop internationally comparable skills indicators and therefore does not count towards compliance. 

Extended Compliance: 0 

No evidence was found to suggest further compliance. 

Analyst Sara Amini and Julia Kulik

China +1

China fully complied with the commitment to implement labour market reforms with targeted support for vulnerable populations. 

On 5 March 2011, a Report on China’s economic and social development plan was released. The report stated that China intensified a proactive employment policy and that primary-level public service facilities for employment and social security were improved. The National Medium- and Long-term Plan for Education Reform and Development and the National Medium- and Long-term plan for Human Resources Development were implemented.

On 30 May 2011, it was reported that China was drafting details of a Social Insurance Law that will allow foreign employees to apply to receive social insurance equal to Chinese nationals. 

The law specifies that all workers will have the right to five forms of insurance: basic endowment insurance, basic medical insurance, work injury insurance, unemployment insurance and maternity insurance.
 Maternity insurance helps increase mothers’ participation in the workforce.

China participated at the ADBI/OECD conference on Skills development in the post-crisis context, held in Tokyo in September 2010. The conference identified the lack of co-ordination between labour market policy and vocational training as a clear impediment to successful skills development in developing Asia. A follow-up event was organised in Shanghai, China where participants learned from the best practice experience of and implementation of an integrated skills strategy, in Shanghai.

On 19 September 2011, the State Council ordered local governments to give more support for the construction of low-income housing projects, especially low-rent public housing units for newly-employed labourers and migrant workers.

China has clearly shown action to meet this commitment, implementing various labour market and human resource development reforms and improving benefit schemes to increase participation. It was awarded a score of +1.

Extended Compliance: +1
On 21 November 2011, the Legislative Affairs office of the State Council issued a draft resolution to prolong the maternity leave for the nation’s working mothers from 90 days to 98 days. The draft also provides a 2-6 week maternity leave for those who have a miscarriage, and obliges employers to cover medical costs of childbirth and miscarriage.

On 8 February 2012, China’s State Council issued a plan to boost employment during the 2011-15 period, which aims to create 45 million jobs and keep the registered urban unemployment rate within 5 percent. China also plans to create jobs for 40 million people in the rural surplus labour force in the five-year period. The government also pledged to maintain an average 13 percent growth annually in the nation’s minimum wage standards within the same five-year period.
 Although this does not outline specific labour market reforms it outlined the plans for the near future. 

China continued to show action for the commitment. It maintained its score of +1 for the extended period. 

Analyst Chris Sungjin Kim

China: -1

No information was found to indicate that China complied with the commitment. 

Extended Compliance:  -1

In the Report on China’s economic, social development plan,
 adopted 14 March 2012, China continued to increase the level of funding for operating expenses for rural compulsory education; raised the benchmark of public spending per compulsory education student per academic year by 100 yuan, reaching 500 yuan for primary schools and 700 yuan for junior secondary schools per student per year in the central and western regions; and launched the plan to improve nutrition for rural compulsory education students in contiguous poverty-stricken areas with particular difficulties, benefiting 26 million rural school students. China further improved the system of community-level medical and health care services, and began setting up bases to clinically train general practitioners and making medical and health care services in communities IT-based. While these actions are positive, they do not meet the criteria for education and training that directly facilitates employment. 

Analyst Zhaonan Qin

China: -1

China did not comply with the commitment. The actions and efforts to develop employable skills were domestic actions and therefore China was awarded a score of -1.

Extended Compliance: -1

China has not focused on labour skills development beyond its national boundary and received a score of -1

Analyst: Zhiying Zhang and Chris Sungjin Kim
China: 0 
China supported the development of internationally comparable skills indicators, but did not assist developing/LICs in enhancing national strategies for skills development building on the G20 Training Strategy.

China attended the “Knowledge-Sharing Workshop on Skills for Employment: Good Practices and Effective Institutions to Bridge Education, Training and Decent Work” hosted by the International Labour Organization on 4-6 May 2011 which discussed the practical matters that affect the implementation and effectiveness of skills development policies and institutions.
 The ILO, World Bank, Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development and UNESCO were tasked to develop internationally comparable indicators of skills for employment. By attending the meeting China contributed to this process. 

On 11 November 2011, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China released a statement regarding the 19th APEC Economic Leaders' Meeting where Hu Jintoa put a specific emphasis on the importance of job creation as a key way to consolidate and expand the fruits of economic and social development and urged members to actively support and participate in APEC Skills Development Promotion Project and activities of APEC Skills Development Promotion Centre.

China partially complied with the commitment as it only verbally and generally supported skills development and therefore was awarded a score of 0. 

Extended Compliance: 0

On 6 January 2012, China’s Foreign Minister Yang, released a statement on the training programs in science and technology, agriculture, education and health which have been conducted, and noted that the number of African students traveling to China on Chinese scholarships has increased. Further, China-African Agriculture Cooperation Forum, the first and second FOCAC Legal Forum, African Culture in Focus, Cooperation Plan for Chinese and African Institutions of Higher Learning and other major activities and programs have been held.

On 21 January 2012, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of People’s Republic of China released the news that Jia Qinglin, while attended the 18th ordinary session of the Assembly of African Union, said that China is ready to provide Africa with more human resource training, and impart and transfer to them more production technologies and management expertise suited to local conditions.

It was unclear whether or not China supported individual national skills development strategies or just verbally reinforced commitment to skills development and therefore China was awarded a score of partial compliance. 

Analyst: Zhiying Zhang and Zhaonan Qin

France: +1

France complied with the commitment, as it consistently facilitated dialogue and produced reports on labour market reforms as well as reformed an existing law in the labour market, to increase participation in the workforce.

The French Directorate of Coordination for Research Studies and Statistics, part of the Ministry of Labour, Employment, Professional Training and Social Dialogue, released its 2011 report on employment, labour and vocational training policies and statistics. The research informs policy makers about the economic and social aspects of employment and training.

In 2010, the French Ministry of Work, Employment and Health released a report on collective bargaining. The report stated that since 2004, and again in 2010, the increase in conventional texts on topics, such as: wages, vocational training, equal employment opportunities and social protection, attests to the importance of this social dialogue. The report aims to strengthen the legitimacy of collective agreements and all the actors involved in collective bargaining. It promotes a fully transparent process.

In February 2010, the French Ministry of Work, Employment, Professional Training and Social Dialogue released a commissioned report in which ten ways to improve psychological health in the workplace were proposed. The proposals centered on the human dimension of work and the role of management to ensure worker health as an important factor in general workplace well-being, productivity and longevity. The report also stressed the importance of empowering workers as social partners in the outcome of a company’s work by creating a social dialogue with workers and training managers in this effort.
 

On 28 July 2011, the French Government introduced a law that included a series of measures for the development of internships and apprenticeships in France. The law creates a "professional security contract" (CSP) to replace the current "personalized redeployment agreement" and "contract of employment transition." The law is meant to increase internships and apprenticeships, and facilitate these for both the employer and employee.
 

France fully complied with the commitment

Extended Compliance: +1

In April 2012, the French Ministry of Work, Employment and Health released a report on the 

workplace, entitled “Securing  career paths through the creation of a universal social account,” (Securiser les parcours professionnels par la creation d’un compte social universel).
 The report made 13 recommendations on labour market and human development reforms, including an emphasis on individual social rights and regional training objectives.

France maintained a score of full compliance. 

Analyst Zaria Shaw

France: +1

France fully complied with its commitment to increase education and training for quality employment. 

On 18 October 2011, President Sarkozy announced a policy to support youth employment with an emphasis on the importance of internships and apprenticeships. He emphasized that this type of workforce reform, must be at the centre of France’s educational system to better meet the vocational demands of the marketplace once students graduate. The effort of the state will continue to focus on learning and interning/apprenticing, which are pillars of the fight against youth unemployment.

For this action, France received a score of +1.

Extended Compliance: +1

No new evidence to support further compliance was found during the extended compliance period. 

Analyst Zaria Shaw

France: +1

France worked to promote skills development in the area of education and vocational training. France was the largest bilateral donor in the education sector mostly funded by the French Development Agency (Agence Français de Développement, AFD).

France provided a EUR6 million grant for vocational training to the National Institution for Professional Preparation (Institut National de Préparation Professionelle INPP) in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), and another EUR6 million for a project in Togo offering professional training at a new School for Industrial Studies for certifications in various industrial occupations.
 Similar projects were launched in Mauritania with a focus on building technical and professional skills for youth. Additionally, France funded and launched professional placement programs in Cameroon, Côte D’Ivoire, the DRC,
 Kenya,
 and Tunisia.
 

In the 2010 French Development Agency Annual Report, the AFD stated that it would provide professional training sessions for the Overseas Provinces’ executives and elected officials at the Centre for Financial and Economic Studies (CEFEB) corporate university. In June 2010, executive and division heads from New Caledonia, French Polynesia and French Guiana participated in a seminar on financial strategy tools, exhibiting one example of how CEFEB’s training programs build managerial skills.
 

On 7 July 2011 the AFD’s Board of Directors approved EUR8m of funding (EUR4m grant and EUR4m loan) to the Republic of Senegal for a project to support basic education and vocational training. The funding has been earmarked to increase the effectiveness of basic education by building the capacity of the Ministry of Education and to the creation of two training centers specialized in energy management and mechanics.
 

On 27 September 2011, a EUR905,000 grant was given to Inter Aide for a project to strengthen local schools and build school networks to establish sustainable basic education in remote rural areas in the west and central parts of Haiti. The aim is to allow all children to complete a full cycle of primary education, to eliminate gender disparities in primary education and to sustainably increase access to quality primary education. The project targets the most disadvantaged areas of Boucan Carré, Hinche and Petit Goave. The beneficiaries will be the 8,000 pupils of the 57 schools benefiting from support, 10,500 parents, 350 teachers, 340 members of parents committees, 57 headmasters and 15 craftsmen and/or foremen in the target areas.

On 27 September 2011, EUR288,595 was granted to PlaNet Finance for a project to support shea producers in rural areas in Ghana. The aim is to improve income security, production volumes, working conditions, and protection against health risks for women working in the informal economy of the shea industry. The beneficiaries are 4,500 Ghanaian women based in rural areas who produce shea nuts and butter in the informal sector; two non-profit microfinance institutions providing financial and non-financial services to rural micro-entrepreneurs working in the shea industry; 40 micro-entrepreneurs who provide products and services to the women shea producers; 70 communities located in 7 districts in Northern Ghana.

On 27 September AFD pledged a EUR1,550,000 grant to the European Institute for Cooperation and Development (IECD) for a program to improve youth employability in rural areas. The program will provide schooling and training for rural youth who are either out-of-school or have failed. The aim is to get them into permanent employment either in rural trades and/or through very small enterprise start-ups.

The AFD’s Board of Directors also approved a EUR4 million grant to the Association of Francophone Universities (AUF) to develop distance teacher training in Sub-Saharan Africa. The Francophone Initiative of Distance Training of Teachers (IFADEM), program was originally launched in 2006 and has developed an innovative training system to reach teachers, and focus on improving skills and teaching practices. The project will mainly support IFADEM’s overhaul of continuous teacher training systems in about ten countries and will develop the necessary technological and pedagogical innovations.
 

Since 2001 Mauritania has been implementing a development strategy that covers the entire education sector from the pre-primary level to higher education. AFD will fund the project and support the second Programme National de Développement du Secteur de l’Education  (PNDSE) and help to achieve universal primary education by 2020, strengthen secondary school coverage, diversify education curricula and improve teaching quality and performances in terms of the way the sector is managed and supervised. 

France fully complied with the commitment and was awarded a score of +1. 
Extended Compliance: +1

In 2011, the French Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs released its “Strategy 2011: Development Cooperation: A French Vision” in which it stated that the preservation of global public goods can be linked into the development process. The development strategy emphasized the necessity for communities to acquire new skills in order to implement technical or institutional solutions.

Analyst Zaria Shaw
France: 0 

France did not attend the ILO conference in May 2011 however France did support a national development strategy of a developing country to support skills development for economic growth and employment. 

On 1 June, 2011 the AFD pledged a EUR185 million loan to the Republic of Tunisia to support the employment and financial sector components of its ‘Economic Stimulus Plan.’ The economic and social situation in Tunisia is marked by a high unemployment rate, particularly for youth, and by a lack of diversity in financing mechanisms to support investment and job creation. The Tunisian transition government has taken action by designing a four-pronged Economic Stimulus Plan (PAR): governance; employment and vocational training; infrastructure for cities and disadvantaged areas; financial sector. AFD’s funding will be earmarked for the AMAL (“hope” in Arabic) program in order to give young graduates better access to employment. Alongside its support for the employment-training component, AFD will be helping to build the capacities of Tunisia’s economy by addressing the structural difficulties of the financial sector and foster SME start-ups and development by promoting microfinance and private equity investment.

France supported the national development strategy and therefore received a score of 0. 

Extended Compliance: 0

On 27 September 2011, AFD pledged a EUR474,923 grant to finance a project that aims to enhance youth (14-25 years, specifically those with disadvantaged backgrounds) employability in Mauritania by developing tailored training programs coordinated with the national education and technical and vocational training system. The aim is to provide the professional skills needed by companies, particularly those in the informal sector, in order to raise their production capacities and earnings. The objective is to develop sustainable apprenticeship training programs that are accessible to youth, responsive to the skills requirements of micro and small enterprises and recognized as being part of coordinated action between public institutions, companies and vocational training centers.

Two financing agreements to improve basic education in Africa were signed by the International Organization of Francophonie and AFD on 8 September 2011 in Paris. Ambassadors of the eight countries were present for the launch of the School and National Languages project (ELAN) and the Francophone Initiative of Distance Training of Teachers (IFADEM). ELAN will help eight French-speaking Sub-Saharan African countries to organize bilingual education during the first years of primary school. The project will support the planning of the reform, the production of appropriate teaching materials, capacity building for stakeholders and trainers and awareness-raising for school decision-makers and partners. IFADEM will help about ten volunteer African countries, as well as Madagascar, to upgrade teachers who have been recruited in large numbers over the last decade and often without vocational training. The project will finance support for national continuous training for teachers in order to integrate distance training methods through the implementation of the IFADEM system. This will also be the case for training cycles, the development and sharing of innovative pedagogical resources, particularly in digital form, as well as the monitoring and evaluation of the impacts on teacher training and pupil learning.

Analyst Zaria Shaw

Germany:

Germany verbally supported labour market reform but did not implement reforms and therefore was awarded a score of partial compliance

The Managing Directors of Engagement Global, Gabriela Büssemaker and Bernd Krupp, and Vice-Chair of the GIZ Management Board Christoph Beier signed a cooperation agreement in 2012 in Bonn, Germany to facilitate cooperation on how to cooperate with civil society organisations and with German states and municipalities to development education in Germany and expert and leadership training around the world.

On 7 December, 2011, Germany’s Federal Minister of Labour and Social Affairs, Ursula von der Leyen stated: “Germany has a strong economy and its social welfare systems provide reliable protection for people in need. Demography and globalisation are facts that we must deal with, both in labour-market and pension policy. We can make this a change for the better. Education, further training and occupational health afford opportunities for participation in the world of work. Fair working conditions and pay, which are also an international commitment of ours, are essential. Pension policy must not only ensure equitable burden sharing between young and old in a long-life society, but also strike a fair balance between those who support our pension system through full-time work and those who make an equally important contribution by bringing up children and providing care.” As priority issues for the second half of the legislature, von der Leyen singled out securing the supply of skilled labour, remedying shortcomings in old-age pension schemes and new strategies to alleviate workplace stress. One of the greatest medium-term and long-term challenges is securing the supply of skilled labour. The new labour market report issued by the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs provides reliable data as a guide for everyone engaged in politics, scientific research and business and industry who are actively seeking answers to these challenges.

On 4 August 2011, German Federal Minister of Labour and Social Affairs, Ursula von der Leyen stated: “Much like the economic situation, the labour market has proved to be in good shape in August…. In this regard, people's qualifications are increasingly becoming a key factor….This is why we now need to focus all of our efforts on targeted continuing training and job placement activities. This year we are seeing a turnaround on the apprenticeship market…. My appeal to companies is as follows: now is the time to also give an opportunity to those people whose school grades are perhaps not quite as good as others, and who in the past you might not have considered taking on. If there are problems regarding young candidates’ suitability for training, then the Federal Employment Agency can help to bridge the gap between school and professional life by means of specific support programmes….By reforming labour market policy instruments, the Federal Government will both strengthen and stabilise this commitment further.”

On 22 June, 2011, the German Federal Cabinet decided on a plan for securing skilled labour. Although the focus of the plan is on using and promoting domestic potential, this needs to be supplemented by more skilled migration from abroad. Federal Minister of Labour and Social Affairs, Ursula von der Leyen stated: "Securing skilled labour is an issue that involves Germany, the EU and the global labour market. This is a three-pronged approach in which none of the elements should be neglected. If we want to stay at the top, we need top people from everywhere". This will in turn create many jobs for people here who are not as highly qualified."

Germany received a score of partial compliance as it engaged in dialogue on labour market reform but did not implement any reforms. 
Analyst Zaria Shaw
Germany: +1

Germany fully complied with the commitment to support education and training to improve employment in quality jobs. 

In 2011 the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) launched the ASCOT research initiative, to add innovative skills and competence assessment to support vocational education and training (VET) particularly for young people.
 

Extended Compliance: +1

On 7 March 2012, the "Education in Germany" report which is published every other year was updated. It provides information on developments in the German education system. It is drafted by an independent group of researchers under the leadership of the German Institute for International Educational Research (DIPF). It was issued for the fourth time in 2012. Its feature chapter deals with the subject of "lifelong cultural, musical and aesthetic learning."

On 6 April 2012 BMBF stated that access to quality education is one of the key factors for Germany's position in global competition, for the prosperity of its citizens, and for social cohesion. To ensure that disadvantaged children and young people are well equipped for their educational careers, the BMBF will support out-of-school "Education Alliances" across Germany starting in 2013.

On 15 May 2012, BMBF released the “2012 Report on Vocational Education and Training” a follow up report to the VET program outlined in the initial compliance cycle. The report stated that the situation on the training market has continued to improve for young people in Germany and more training contracts were concluded than in the previous year.

Analyst Zaria Shaw
Germany: +1

Germany supported skills development through education in developing countries. 

Germany partnered with the Government of Kosovo to support economic development, employment promotion, and education with a EUR 21.5 million for 2011-2012, including a new vocational education centre in northern Kosovo.
 

Germany supported the Energy for Future project in Namibia which contributes to sustainable development, vocational training, and job creation through developing and implementing new technologies to improve agriculture and sustainable energy sources.

In February 2011, Germany’s new education strategy was presented and finalized in August 2011. The strategy employs “practice-oriented education programs that encourage the creation of new enterprises and prepare people for jobs that have a future,” ultimately improving employment opportunities to reduce poverty. In September 2011, Dirk Niebel, Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) announced that the education budget under the BMZ would increase by more than EUR 100 million in 2012, as compared to the 2011 budget.
 

Germany supported education for training and vocational programs in developing countries which were aligned with labour market requirements and therefore was awarded a score of full compliance.

Analyst Leanne Rasmussen

Extended Compliance: +1

On 8 November 2011, BMZ announced the wirtschaft entwickelt global (busi​ness de​vel​op​ing glob​al​ly) initiative, aimed at supporting German SMEs seeking to work in developing and emerging country markets.
 This initiative did not directly provide skills training in developing countries, and thus does not contribute to compliance. 

On 28 November 2011, Minister Niebel of BMZ and his State Secretary Hans-Jürgen Beerfeltz participated in an “international forum on the effectiveness of development cooperation hosted jointly by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and the Republic of Korea.  There was no specific focus on supporting skills training in development countries 
 however, Niebel focused on the importance of the private sector in development activities.
 
On 2 December 2011, Minister Niebel visited Burundi and Togo to discuss sustainable development.
 On 6 December 2011, Minister Niebel and Togo's President Faure Gnassingbé announced the resumption of development cooperation. Niebel stated that Germany sees “potential for joint development efforts, for example in the fields of vocational education and agriculture, or good governance and decentralization”

Also on 6 December 2011, the BMZ’ State Secretary Beer​feltz visited Peru to meet with senior political leaders and discuss the role of multiple sectors, specifically the private sector in development.
 This meeting although addressing possible market requirements did not support the development of skills to match market needs and therefore does not contribute to compliance.
 On 15 December 2011, Germany called for an improvement in human rights in Ethiopia, and BMZ stressed the importance of the private sector above all.
 

On 13 January 2012, Minister Niebel and BMZ Parliamentary State Secretary Gudrun Kopp visited various countries in Latin America. On the last day, they visited Costa Rican projects that focused on “forest protection and fair trade”.
 

On 31 January 2012, Minister Niebel was in Jordan, and stated that the water sector was a “joint priority area of development cooperation” between Germany and Jordan. Niebel stated that there will be a “close dialogue with Jordanian farmers or other user groups on the distribution of water, for example. We also provide support for local water utilities and specifically en​cour​age the training of women as plumbers by non-governmental organisations”.

On 9 February 2012, Minister Niebel presented the Ten Objectives for More Education, BMZ’s new strategy on education. Niebel stated that “"Without education, there can be no de​vel​op​ment. Education is not just a valuable end in itself, it is also a crucial lever for self-determined action and, thus, for de​vel​op​ment in general. Education is a vital prerequisite for democracy and good governance, and also for economic de​vel​op​ment”. Germany pledged to “increase bilateral official funding for education worldwide. For Africa, that continent of opportunity, [Germany] will even increase our funding for education to 137 million euros by 2013, which is twice the level of 2009."

Germany continued to support skills development, directly or via general inquiry into individual country requirements, Germany received a score of full compliance. 

Analyst Seher Shafiq
Germany: +1

The German government, through the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), support national plans in developing countries that prioritize education. Germany was also one of the G20 members in attendance at the G20 Training Strategy Knowledge-Sharing Workshop on Skills for Employment on 4-6 May 2011.
 Thus, Germany was awarded a score of +1. 

BMZ identified one of its priorities in Afghanistan as supporting the Ministry of Education’s National Education Strategic Plan (NESP). The NESP seeks to improve the quality of education for Afghan children by building more schools and improving teacher training. Current achievements by the BMZ in Afghanistan include the creation of five teacher training centres, the creation of classrooms and dormitories, and the promotion of girls’ schools and the training of female teachers. In April of 2011, Afghanistan’s first training academy for vocational training was opened with the support of the BMZ.

In Kenya, Germany’s assistance has been aligned with the Kenyan development strategy, Vision 2030. One of the areas in which Kenya and Germany work together is education. No specific financial figures were available.
 

In 2008, the Malawian government adopted the National Education Sector Plan (NESP) in effect from 2008 to 2017. BMZ has aligned its development priorities with the NESP, which focuses on improving access to primary education, curriculum development, and infrastructure.

Germany attended the “Knowledge-Sharing Workshop on Skills for Employment: Good Practices and Effective Institutions to Bridge Education, Training and Decent Work” hosted by the International Labour Organization on 4-6 May 2011 which discussed the practical matters that affect the implementation and effectiveness of skills development policies and institutions.
 

Germany has fully complied with its commitment to support the development of internationally comparable skills indicators and skills development.

Extended Compliance: +1

Additionally, on 10 January 2012, Niebel and Kopp convened a bilateral meeting with Chile’s Minister of Labor Evelyn Matthei for an exploratory discussion on a vocational training partnership and cooperation in the raw materials sector between the two countries. Recognizing that Chile will face a shortage of more than 20,000 qualified staff in the mining sector in the coming years and that Germany has a structure of chambers of industry and business associations, Niebel affirmed, “we can share this knowledge and experience with Chile through a vocational training partnership with active support from German industry, thus assisting Chile with its reforms”.
   

Analyst Leanne Rasmussen and Julia Kulik

India: 0

India partially complied with its commitment to implement labour market reforms and increase workplace participation.

In May 2011, the second meeting of the India-Oman Joint Working Group on Manpower was held in Muscat. Labour-related issues such as standardized Model Employment Contract, payment of salary through banks, retention of passport by employers, exchange of information with regard to illegal recruitment, and human trafficking were discussed in these meetings.
 Attention was given to the conditions under which labour could be employed, contributing to a sustainable work environment.

In India’s Twelfth Five Year Plan (2012-2017) published on October 2011, social mobilization was repeatedly mentioned as a priority, including the need to develop youth capacity and leadership, and empower women. It also discussed growth in pension expenditure. However, these measures cannot be considered employment- or growth-supporting labour market reforms. 

India received a score of partial compliance as the government verbally outlined the importance of labour market reform and support increasing participation but did not allocate specific funds or implement any action. As no actual implementing actions were taken, India was awarded a score of 0.

External Compliance: 0

On 15 February 2012, it was reported that the 44th Indian Labour Conference (ILC) suggested maternity leave be raised from twelve to twenty-four weeks. This is reportedly a part of Prime Minister Singh’s call to “understand the constraints of women staff faced in balancing their family and work responsibility, and…increase the strength of women employees in the country”.
 

On 25 April 2012, it was reported that India increased the minimum wages of unskilled, semi-skilled, and skilled workers in Delhi: “The monthly minimum wages of unskilled workers has gone up from Rs 6,656 to Rs 7,020, for semi-skilled labour from Rs 7,358 to Rs 7,748 and for skilled labour from Rs 8,112 to 8,528.”
 Though the rates were revised in October 2011, they became applicable “from April 1 to all 29 scheduled employment categories notified by the government”.

India further discussed labour market reforms and measures to increase participation, but has yet to implement relevant labour market reforms. Its score remains 0. 

Analyst Vy Nguyen
India: +1

Within the Governemnt of India are the Ministries of Human Resource Development and the Ministry of Labour and Employment as the key decision makers of vocational education and training in the country. The Ministry of Human Resource Development is assisted by the All India Council for Technical Education Research and Training. Also, the Ministry of Labour and Employment is assisted by the Directorate General of Employment and Training which imparts vocational training through Craftsmen Training Scheme and Skills Development Initiative Scheme.

In the Ministry of Human Resources Development annual report, new research fellowship positions for Indian nationals were highlighted.
 Students and research scholars who have qualified will receive the opportunity to engage in research work leading to a PhD and other degrees. 

Between 2010 and 2011, the government approved 515 proposals from universities and colleges to introduce a variety of career oriented courses. These career and market oriented courses help with jobs, self employment and empowerment. After completing these courses students earn a certificate, a diploma or an advanced diploma that can be beneficial in finding a job. Financial assistance will be provided by the University Grants Commission.

The Indian Government has been and will continue to fund technical institutions. A new scheme “sub-mission on polytechnics under coordinated actions for skills development’ was introduced,
 with the goal to enhance employment oriented skilled manpower through polytechnic. It will set common guidelines for a nationally recognized qualification system, covering schools, vocational education and training institutes and will lead to close partnership with the “industry and potential employers at all stages, starting from identification of courses, content development, training and provision of resource persons” and certification. 

One objective of the Government of India is to provide vocational training to 550 million students by 2022. Further the government took initiatives to introduce education at the secondary school level.

The Central Advisory Board on Education (CABE) of the Government of India emphasized the need for a National Vocational Qualification Framework.  The Government of India also provides a Formal Vocational Education that is implemented at senior secondary school level, and funded by the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD).

India enhanced education programs for employment and therefore received a score of +1. 

Extended Compliance: +1

Through the Scheme of Community Development through polytechnics, the government aims to provide non-formal, short term, employment oriented skill development programs. This would be done through All India Council for Technical Education approved polytechnics. The focus will be particularly on rural areas to enable them to obtain self/wage employment.
 

During 2010 the Education Minister Kapil Sibal pushed for foreign universities and governments to engage with the higher education sector. In 2011, it was outlined that the focus will be on implementing the National Vocational Qualification Framework.
 

Each year the Government of India spends $600 billion on education. India has graduates and vocationally trained people which are expected to account for 23% of incremental demand by 2012. The National Mission on Skill Development, under the Chairmanship of Prime Minister of India, had set a target of preparing 500 million skilled persons by 2022.
 

Union Human Resource and Development Minister Kapil Sibal launched the National Vocational Education Qualification Framework (NVEQF), which The programmes are sector specific and the sectors like IT, media, entertainment, telecommunications, mobile communications, automobile, construction, retail, food processing, tourism, hotels, jewellery design and fashion design and many other have been identified for implementation.

The Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) is setting up a school for vocational education on its Deonar campus. The school will offer two-year-long certificate courses and students who pass out will qualify as technicians. TISS and the All-India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), which is promoting vocational education at top institutes in India, will sign a memorandum about the new school on Tuesday. The AICTE will provide financial assistance of Rs 10 crore for three years to TISS.

Analyst Angela Zhang
India: +1

India complied with the commitment primarily via extending scholarships to various developing and LICs. 

Under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) program run by the Indian Ministry of External Affairs, skills training was provided to individuals in developing countries in a wide range of disciplines. Partnering with 140 developing/LIC countries,
 ITEC was created as “an earnest attempt by India to share the fruits of its socio-economic development and technological achievement with other developing countries.”
 Under the Civilian Training Programme fully sponsored by the Indian government, educational subjects are selected by and depending on developing country interests. “The most sought after courses are in the field of Information Technology and Linguistics (English). Training is imparted to Government officials in areas such as Finance & Accounts, Audit, Banking, Education Planning & Administration, Parliamentary Studies, Crime Records, Management, Environment, etc.”
 Every year, around 5,000 slots are allocated to ITEC partner countries to attend the various civilian training courses in India. 

On 18 February 2011, the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) Ministerial Conference was held in New Delhi. The Indian External Affairs Minister, Shri S.M. Krishna declared that an additional five scholarships would be granted every year under the ITEC Programme for each LDC. Mr. Krishna also declared that special funds of USD5 million would be established over the next five years for the follow up to UN LDC Four. A USD500 million credit line facility over the next five years would be used specifically for projects and programmes of Least Developed Countries.

Through the Ministry of External Affairs, the ITEC was created in 1964 as a bilateral programme of assistance
 dedicated to the development of employable skills abroad, to provide training programs, technical expertise, consultancy services, and feasibility studies.
 “Being essentially bilateral in nature, ITEC is about cooperation and partnership for mutual benefit. It is demand-driven and response-oriented. It is focused on addressing the needs of developing countries.”
 Scholarships for the year 2011-12 under the ITEC framework and the Special Commonwealth African Assistance Programme (SCAAP) were designated as: 200 for Tanzania
, 150 for South Africa,
 Sudan,
 Uzbekistan,
 and Zimbabwe.
, 145 for Nigeria
, 135 for Ethiopia
, 91 for Zambia
, 90 for Syria
, 80 for Oman
, 85 for Uganda
, 71 for Kenya
, 45 for Armenia,
 Colombia,
 Senegal,
 and Sierra Leone
, 40 for Fiji,
 Liberia,
 and  Rwanda
, 35 for Chile,
 Eritrea,
 and Somalia
, 31 for Cameroon
, 30 for Burundi
 and Guinea Bissau
, 25 for Georgia
, 20 for Chad
, 15 for the Solomon Islands
 and Vanuatu
, 12 for Haiti
, 11 for Grenada
, and 10 for the Commonwealth of Dominica
. 

On 29 March 2011, Indian Union Minister for Commerce and Industry Shri Anand Sharma met with Minister of Industry & Commerce Zimbabwe Professor Welshman Ncube to discuss the establishment of Vocational Training Centre (VTC) in Zimbabwe intended to develop skills and capacity in the country. Mr. Shri Sharma noted the possibilities in cooperation in science and technology between India and Zimbabwe with regards to technologies in agriculture, agro-processing and renewable energy. Mr. Shri Sharma added that “India had increased slots from 40 in 2008-09 to 90 for 2010-11 and he hoped to cross 100 in 2011-12.”

On 15 April 2011, the Information and Communication Technology (ICT) training Centre officially opened in Grenada, providing facilities to train over 800 students annually. The Centre was established under the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on 21 October 2008 between the two governments. The computer laboratory was financed by the Indian government and equipped with necessary computer hardware. The Indian government also provided courseware material and software for different streams and deputed three Indian IT trainers for a period of two years.

Following the second India-Africa Forum Summit in May 2011, the Indian Prime Minister announced an increase in scholarships for the year 2011-12 under this ITEC framework and the Special Commonwealth African Assistance Programme (SCAAP), demonstrating a commitment to intensification of the program.
  During the summit India also announced the establishment of a large number of capacity building institutions in Africa and the establishment of the India-Africa Entrepreneurship Development Centre in Rwanda for the purposes of augmenting the supply of entrepreneurs through education, training and business advisory services, thus creating employment among educated youths and school dropouts by orienting them to think in terms of entrepreneurship as a viable career option.

In May 2011, the Prime Minister’s of India and Ethiopia announced that India pledged to establish capacity building institutions in Africa. The government of India offered to establish the India-Africa Entrepreneurship Development Centre, which the government of Rwanda subsequently agreed. The centre would provide education, training and business advisory services, creating the potential for employment among both educated youths and school dropouts alike.
 Centers for Namibia, Gabon, Zambia and Senegal are also in the planning stages, following the successful completion of centers in Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam.

In May 2011, the second meeting of the India-Oman Joint Working Group on Manpower was held in Muscat. Labor-related issues such as standardized Model Employment Contract, payment of salary through banks, retention of passport by employers, exchange of information with regard to illegal recruitment, and human trafficking were discussed in these meetings.
 Attention was given to the conditions under which labor could be employed, contributing for a sustainable work environment.

On 27 May 2011, Prime Minister Singh announced a grant of USD10 million for projects in social and educational sectors in Tanzania,
 a vocational training centre for Zanzibar, and a grant of USD100,000 to Zanzibar for projects of laboratory equipments for schools. The projects will be identified by the Tanzanian government. 

India announced a grant to set up an "India-Tajikistan Modern Engineering Workshop" at the Tajik State Technical University (TTU) in Dushanbe. The workshop was inaugurated on 2 June 2011.

A MOU between Nicaragua and India established the IT Training Centre in Managua, Nicaragua. After two years of successful functioning with India’s assistance, it was extended by one year on request of the government of Nicaragua. In June 2011, the IT Centre was handed over to Nicaraguan authorities who themselves had successfully completed the courses offered.

Through the Pan African e-Network Project, India continues to contribute expertise in information technology benefit health care and higher education to Africa through capacity building.
 After its inauguration in August 2010, progress to achieve the implementation has been extended to 30 June 2011.

On 13-14 July 2011, the World Education Summit (WES) 2011 was held in New Delhi. This conference was geared toward the improvement and implementation of higher education, school education, and vocational education and skills training, inviting innovators and leaders to speak at this knowledge-sharing platform.

During the Indian State Visit to Mongolia on 27-30 July 2011, a EXIM line of credit of USD20 million for the India-Mongolia Joint Information Technology Education and Outsourcing Centre to be established in Ulaanbaatar was confirmed. India further agreed to upgrade and modernize Rajiv Gandhi Arts and Production School and the Atal Behari Vajpayee Centre for Excellence in Information and Communication Technology Education, and to work with Mongolian authorities on the Joint India-Mongolia School endeavor.

In September 2011, during the visit of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to Bangladesh, 100 ITEC scholarships were allotted to students from Bangladesh in addition to the 300 offered in January 2010 to pursue general courses in arts, sciences, engineering and specialized courses for culture, drama, music, fine arts and sports.
 

On 14 October 2011, an agreement between the National University of Education Planning & Administration (NUEPA) and the Government of Burundi’s Ministry of Higher Education & Scientific Research was signed at Bujumbura. The first phase of the academic programme is scheduled to commence during the third quarter of 2012.  The scope and coverage of the academic programmes will be expanded during the second phase, expected to commence in 2014.
 

On 31 October 2011, the Fifth Session of India-Armenia Inter-Governmental Commission on Trade, Economic, Scientific & Technological, Cultural and Educational Cooperation (IGC) was held in Yerevan where it reviewed the current state of ongoing cooperation. Agriculture, small and medium enterprises, and social and labour issues were identified as potential cooperation areas in future. A Program of Cooperation in Science & Technology for 2012-2015 was also signed on 1 November 2011.
 

India provided technical assistance to Burkina Faso in its human resource development through the India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS) scheme. India offered to set up two projects, the Vocational Training Centre / Incubation Centre (VTC/IC) and Vocational Training Centre of Barefoot College in Burkina Faso under IAFS.

The Government of India is also providing financial assistance of approximately SLR 330 million to set up facilities at Vocational Training Centres in Batticaloa: “NGO Self Employed Women’s Association (SEWA) is providing training to empower widows in the region. The project has been implemented under grant assistance of SLR 205 million by the Government of India.”
 

India pursued training strategies in a manner that allows developing countries and LICs to better meet the challenges of fostering strong, sustainable and balanced growth. Thus, India is awarded a score of +1. 

Extended Compliance: +1

The government of India increased the number of scholarships for Mongolian nationals under the Cultural Exchange Programme (CEP) and General Cultural Scholarship Schem (GCSS) to 50 scholarships from the academic year 2012 to pursue higher studies in India.
 

During the January 2012 visit of the Minister of External Affairs Mr. S.M. Krishna to Sri Lanka, a substantial increase in scholarships to support Sri Lankan students was announced, benefiting undergraduate studies and opportunities for higher research.

On 12 January 2012, the Digital Learning Centre at the High Technology Park in Minsk began its operations. Established during the September 2009 visit of the Indian Minister of External Affairs to Minsk, the Centre has been named after the former Indian Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi.
 It is dedicated to train IT-specialists and to upgrade qualifications of the professors of Belarusian technical universities. “The DLCICT includes training and practical laboratory at the Hi-Tech Park as well as four regional learning centers on the basis of Gomel, Vitebsk, Grodno and Brest State Universities, integrated into one educational complex by means of the video teleconferencing system...[Taught by] experts of the largest IT-companies, educational and research centers, the educational process relies on practically-oriented courses and the latest distance learning technologies.”

On 9 January 2012, India’s Minister of Commerce, Industry, and Textiles, Shri Anand Sharma, met with Finance Minister Tendai Biti of Zimbabwe, to reaffirm India’s partnership in Zimbabwe’s economic development.
 Minister Sharma stated that India will assist Zimbabwe in reducing its infrastructure deficit, addressing its technology gap, and reviving the textile sector through skills training and the development of textile clusters.
 Minister Shri Sharma also announced that the National Design Institute (NDI) India is launching an initiative, as part of the India-Africa Forum Summit Action Plan, to enhance the skills of craftswomen in rural Africa through design intervention in basketry making, and exposure to marketing opportunities through leading Indian brands.
  

On 19 January 19, 2012, the Ministry of External Affairs announced an initiative by the Government of India to assist in developing human resources in Sri Lanka with an “increase in India’s educational assistance, amounting to 2.5 billion Sri Lankan Rupees in grant-funding, to assist meritorious Sri Lankan students.” 

On 24 January 2012, Shri Gurjit Singh, Additional Secretary (East & Southern Africa), Ministry of External Affairs, and Arega Hailu, Director General of Asia and Oceania Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia, led delegations from their respective countries at the second India-Ethiopia Foreign Office Consultations.
 Delegations reviewed the establishment of four Ethiopian capacity building institutions, including: a Vocational training Centre, an IT Centre, a Women Solar Engineering Vocational training centre, and a Farm Science Centre.
 

On 1-2 March 2012, the India-Africa Science and Technology Ministerial Conference was held in New Delhi. Based on the principles of inclusive growth and sustainable development, the ministers released a joint declaration in which four areas for cooperation were highlighted: capacity building in science and technology; science, technology and innovation for development; knowledge transfer and adoption; and common research priority areas. Specifically, human resource development would include India-Africa Scholarship and Fellowship programs such as the C. V. Raman Fellowship for African Researchers; research internships to “connect the next generation of researchers...for African students pursuing Masters or PhD degrees in science & technology at the Indian R&D labs and academic institutions”; Visitation Programs to foster contacts and networking between Indian and African researchers; and hands-on training programs for researchers.
 

India in collaboration with Armenian authorities provided assistance for the establishment of the Centre for Excellence in Information and Communication Technology, a hi-tech institution in Yerevan, at a cost of Rs. 7.56 crores (USD1.67 million). The Centre was jointly inaugurated on 7 November 2011 by the Armenian Prime Minister and Indian Minister of State for Communication and Information Technology.
 

India fully complied with its commitment.

Analyst Vy Nguyen
India: +1

India fully complied with this commitment, by attending the ILO May 2011 workshop and supporting the enhancement of national skills strategies. 

India attended the “Knowledge-Sharing Workshop on Skills for Employment: Good Practices and Effective Institutions to Bridge Education, Training and Decent Work” hosted by the International Labour Organization on 4-6 May 2011 which discussed the practical matters that affect the implementation and effectiveness of skills development policies and institutions.
 The ILO, World Bank, Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development and UNESCO were tasked to develop internationally comparable indicators of skills for employment. By attending the meeting India contributed to this process. 

India worked with various governments to develop skills for employment. Although these initiatives did not specifically state support for national development strategies, they are important to note as the partnership with the government indicates alignment between identified need and supply of support. On 29 December 2010, the India-Syria Centre of Excellence in IT was inaugurated in Damascus.
 The center was established in the cooperative framework of a Memorandum of Understanding signed between the Syrian Ministry of Communications and Technology and the government of India, with the latter providing hardware, software, courseware and specialized trainers for the center.
 The Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC), an autonomous scientific society under the Ministry of Communications & Information Technology, Government of India additionally offered assistance in the execution of the project.

On 29 March 2011 Indian Union Minister for Commerce and Industry Shri Anand Sharma met with Minister of Industry & Commerce Zimbabwe Professor Welshman Ncube to discuss the establishment of Vocational Training Centre (VTC) in Zimbabwe intended to develop skills and capacity in the country. Mr. Shri Sharma noted the possibilities in cooperation in science and technology between India and Zimbabwe with regards to technologies in agriculture, agro-processing and renewable energy.
  

In April 2011 India and Ethiopia had the first meeting of the Joint Working Group for the Indian educational initiative, the Educational Exchange Program originally signed in July 2007. The agreement called for a Joint Working Group to allow continuous dialogue and thus constant improvement.
 

Due to the Prime Minister’s announcement at the May 2011 Summit, India pledged the establishment of a large number of capacity building institutions in Africa. To Rwanda, the government of India offered to establish the India-Africa Entrepreneurship Development Centre, which the government of Rwanda subsequently agreed. The centre would provide education, training and business advisory services, creating the potential for employment among educated youths.
 Centers for Namibia, Gabon, Zambia and Senegal are also in the planning stages, following the successful completion of centers in Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam.

In May 2011, the second meeting of the India-Oman Joint Working Group on Manpower was held in Muscat. Labor-related issues such as standardized Model Employment Contract, payment of salary through banks, retention of passport by employers, exchange of information with regard to illegal recruitment, and human trafficking were discussed in these meetings.
 Attention was given to the conditions under which labour could be employed, contributing to a sustainable work environment.

On 14 October 2011, an agreement between the National University of Education Planning & Administration (NUEPA) and the Government of Burundi’s Ministry of Higher Education & Scientific Research was signed at Bujumbura. The first phase of the academic programme is scheduled to commence during the third quarter of 2012.  The scope and coverage of the academic programmes will be expanded during the second phase, expected to commence in 2014.
 

On 27 May 2011, Prime Minister Singh announced a grant of USD10 million for projects in social and educational sectors in Tanzania,
 a vocational training centre for Zanzibar, and a grant of USD100,000 to Zanzibar for projects of laboratory equipments for schools. The projects will be identified by the Tanzanian government. 

India assisted developing countries in enhancing national strategies for skills development, building on the G20 Training Strategy and supported the development of internationally comparable skills indicators. Thus, it was awarded a score of +1.

Extended Compliance: +1

India in collaboration with Armenian authorities provided assistance for the establishment of the Centre for Excellence in Information and Communication Technology, a hi-tech institution in Yerevan, at a cost of Rs. 7.56 crores (USD1.67 million). The Centre was jointly inaugurated on November 7, 2011 by the Armenian Prime Minister and Indian Minister of State for Communication and Information Technology.
 

India assisted developing countries in enhancing national strategies for skills development, building on the G20 Training Strategy. Thus, it is awarded a score of +1.

Indonesia: -1 

Indonesia did not comply with the commitment as it did not implement or plan to implement relevant labour market reforms or increase participation in the workforce. 

On 27 November 2010, it was reported that Indonesia would be raising the minimum wage for 2011 from 7.1 to 15.8 percent to Rp 1.29 million or USD 143 a month.
 While this is a positive, welfare-enhancing labour market reform, it does not count towards compliance for this commitment.

Thus, Indonesia received a score of -1. 

Extended Compliance: -1

In 2012, the Indonesian government increased minimum wages across the country ranging from a 3 to 30% increase depending on the province.

Again, this is not enough to change Indonesia’s compliance score. Its score remains -1. 

Analyst Vy Nguyen

Indonesia: +1

Indonesia fully complied with the commitment. Indonesia enhanced existing education and training programs and increased the education budget from 2010 to 2011. 

In 2010 the Ministry of Finance outlined that the total budget for education in the fiscal year 2010 was equal to Rp 225,229.3 billion.
 In 2011 the education budget in the Budget Amendment was agreed to be Rp266,940.6 billion (these were preliminary figures).

In partnership with other donors the Government of Indonesia initiated a project which is expected to increase the number of Indonesian workers with internationally competitive and entrepreneurial skills over the long term. This project is consistent with the Government of Indonesia's economic and industry policy agenda.

The Government of Indonesia plans to restructure the existing technical and vocational education and training (TVET) system through a collective effort involving all the relevant ministries and institutions. TVET is viewed as an essential prerequisite for socially balanced economic growth.

Faculty of Engineering and Graduate School of Vocational Education, Yogyakarta State University will be hosting an International Conference on Vocational Education and Training, with a theme of, the Role of Vocational Education in the Preparation of Professional Labor Force.

Extended Compliance: +1

The Government of Indonesia held the Human Resource & Vocational Training Indonesia in 2011 as the prime event dedicated to the human resources and training sectors. The event consisted of bringing together industry renowned human resource professionals and training experts from across the world. It aimed to spread the human resource and vocational training culture in Indonesia and create awareness regarding benefits of technical and vocational training for business enlargement, among professionals.

The Government of Indonesia presented a seminar entitled “International Conference on vocational education and training (ICVET) 2012”, in an attempt to strengthening the partnership between vocational education and training and industry. In addition, the Government of Indonesia and the Government of Germany engaged in a workshop entitled “Strategic Partnership in Education between Indonesia and Germany: Strengthening the Bond of Vocational Education and Industry”.

 The Indonesian and Thai governments cooperated to host a Cyberclass to cover multiple subject matters, and specifically a project on English tests for vocational school students.
 

The Government of Indonesia cooperated with the Government of Thailand on a workshop for a vocational school-college partnership. The total number of the vocational institution involved were 27 schools from Indonesia and 33 college from Thailand.

Indonesia was awarded a score of full compliance for the extended compliance period for continuing to pursue education and training programs for employment. 

Indonesia: +1

On 16 January 2011, Indonesia and Laos mutually expressed their interest in cooperative research in the field of education and diplomatic training. “Research cooperation is Indonesia’s concrete response to Laos’ request for conducting capacity building program in the field of research training. Responding to the request, Indonesia’s Policy Analysis and Development Agency (BPPK) stressed the importance of a “learning-by-doing” method.”
 On 5 March 2011, Indonesia and Uzbekistan stressed the need for cooperation in education whether through teacher exchange programs or student scholarship opportunities.
 Additionally, in March 2011, Indonesian Ambassador Agus Sriyono reiterated Indonesia’s commitment towards the art and cultural scholarship for Tongan students and technical assistance for the development of the agriculture and fisheries sectors. These initiatives were “enthusiastically welcomed by the Tongan Government”.
 Note that no subsequent reports on the progress of any of these initiatives have been found during this monitoring period. Nonetheless, these are verbal indications of Indonesian efforts towards the promotion of skills development in developing countries.

On 7 March 2011, Indonesia provided a team to Tanzania to assist the development of Tanzanian agricultural human resources. Consisting of an agriculturalist and a farmer, the team trained local farmers in theory and practice intended to contribute to increasing local foods productivity:
  

On 17 March 2011, a MOU for cooperation between Indonesia’s Bogor Institute of Agriculture and the University of Agriculture, Faisalabad in Pakistan was signed. It pertained to exchanges of faculty, researchers, administrative staff, students, academic information and materials, and collaborative research projects, lectures and symposia. This was made in recognition that global problems must be dealt with in partnership through the improvement of the quality of education and research. The particular expectation of benefit from and for these universities is to stimulate further research in horticulture, agribusiness, and Islamic microfinance.

Throughout the 2011 year, Indonesia offered 8 training programs for 47 Palestinians, “the programs offering in 2011 will be enhanced to fulfill the commitment of capacity building programs for 1000 Palestinians under the framework of the New African-Asian Strategic Partnership (NAASP)”.
 

On 10 March 2011, Sudanese President Omer Hassan Ahmed El Bashir expressed his hope that Indonesia will establish an academy of engineering and farming to support its national program of revitalization in the areas of mining, oil and agriculture.
 While Indonesian Ambassador Dr. Sujatmiko verbally reciprocated his support for this form of cooperation, note that no follow-up reports on this endeavor have been found during this monitoring period. However, this statement of support is sufficient enough to qualify Indonesia for full compliance.

Indonesia took steps to support the development of employable skills in developing and LICs and therefore received a score of full compliance, +1. 

Extended Compliance: +1

Indonesia demonstrated support for the development of employment skills through bilateral means. In late November 2011 Indonesia offered a variety of scholarships to Vietnamese students under the framework of Partnership Among Developing Countries. Among the field of studies offered to students, vocational training is provided alongside technology education.

This was in addition to the culture-related scholarships such as the Dharmasiswa Scholarship and Indonesian Arts and Culture Scholarship.
 In January 2012, Sri Lanka and Indonesia signed two MOUs, one of which was for the purposes of diplomatic training between their foreign ministries.

Indonesia announced plans to provide training in the area of infrastructure and training for police officers of Afghanistan for the purposes of helping Afghanistan to assume full responsibility for its own security in 2014. 

Indonesia pursued training strategies in a manner that allows developing countries and LICs to better meet the challenges of fostering strong, sustainable and balanced growth. Thus, Indonesia is awarded a score of +1. 

Analyst Vy Nguyen
Indonesia: -1

Indonesia failed to comply with the commitment. Indonesia did not attend the ILO meeting in May 2011 and did not take actions to support the enhancement of national strategies for skills development. 

On 10 March 2011, Sudanese President Omer Hassan Ahmed El Bashir expressed his hope that Indonesia would establish an academy of engineering and farming to support its national program of revitalization in the areas of mining, oil and agriculture.
 While Indonesian Ambassador Dr. Sujatmiko verbally reciprocated his support for this form of cooperation, note that no follow-up reports on this endeavor have been found during this monitoring period. 

On 16 January 2011, Indonesia and Laos expressed interest in cooperative research in the field of education and diplomatic training. “The research cooperation is Indonesia’s concrete response to Laos’ request for conducting capacity building program in the field of research training. Responding to the request, BPPK stressed the importance of “learning-by-doing” method.”

Indonesia verbally supported initial program ideas to support the enhancement of national skills development strategies but did not follow through with any of the proposals and therefore was awarded a score of -1. 

Extended Compliance: -1

Stated at the International Conference on Afghanistan in Bonn on 4-5 December 2011, Indonesia expressed its support in continuing to rebuild Afghanistan. In reviewing progress and challenges ahead, Foreign Minister Natalegawa acknowledged the remaining significant need for development and humanitarian assistance and the persistent unstable political condition:



“Throughout 2011, Indonesia has been providing capacity building programs for Afghanistan, among others in the sector of agriculture, health, disaster management and good governance. The Government of Afghanistan considered this assistance effective, so they have requested Indonesia’s willingness to broaden the scope of these technical cooperation programs to include other sectors in 2012.”


Indonesia then announced its plans to provide training in infrastructure sector and training for police officers of Afghanistan for the purposes of helping Afghanistan to assume full responsibility for its own security in 2014.

From 23-27 April 2012, Indonesia chaired the 45th CPD session of the UN, which had the theme of Adolescents and Youth.
 The development of this demographic has been increasingly viewed as important, especially for developing countries and thus the ability to guarantee the fulfillment of education, health and opportunities for decent work has become an international concern. Delegates met to discuss how the UN and the international community can contribute to fullfill these requirements. 

Indonesia failed to comply with the commitment as it did not attend the May 4-6, 2011, Italy hosted the “Knowledge-Sharing Workshop on Skills for Employment: Good Practices and Effective Institutions to Bridge Education, Training and Decent Work” at the ILO and did not take actions to support the enhancement of national strategies for skills development. 

Analyst Vy Nguyen

Italy: 0 

Italy partially complied with the commitment to implement labor market and human resource development reforms by implementing a reform to foster growth but not addressing targeted benefits to increase participation in the workforce.   

Following the inauguration of Mario Monti’s new government in November 2011, Italy reformed the country’s pension system.
 The tensions in the pension system were due to an aging population and a low birth rate. Italy also has one of the lowest employment rates in Europe due to the early retirement age, which is below the European average.
 According to the European Commission’s 2009 Aging Report, pension payments cost the government 14 per cent of GDP in 2007, which was the highest rate in the EU.
 

Under the reforms introduced by the Italian government, the statutory retirement age will be raised to 62 years for women and 66 years for men. Both will retire at 66 years by 2018.
 Moreover, pensions will be frozen for two years with the exception of index-linked increases to the two lowest brackets below EUR936 per month.

The government calculated that the reforms would save EUR9 billion by 2014.
 Minister of Labour and Social Affairs, Elsa Fornero, insisted the changes were “the first step in reforming the welfare system with the aim of creating a more flexible labour market to get more people working”.
  

In the final analysis, Italy’s labour market reforms, including the overhaul of the pension system, demonstrate its commitment to fostering economic growth however, although increased participation was mentioned as an outcome, no actions were directed to increase participation in the workforce. Therefore, Italy is awarded a score of 0.

Extended Compliance: 0

Since January 2012, all pensions have been calculated according to a contribution-based method rather than an earnings-based method to reduce the number of high-pension payouts.
 UniCredit analysts welcomed the reforms, saying “this is a major and welcome change because it increases the degree of fairness and financial sustainability of the system”.
  

On 23 March 2012, Italy introduced a draft labour market reform bill.
 Among other things, it establishes a closer link between unemployment benefits and participation in active labour market policies and calls for the implementation of a universal system of benefits for the unemployed. These safety net measures (“Assicuracione Sociale per l’impiego”) replace existing benefits. They also extend eligibility criteria and shorten the benefits’ duration.
 

On 27 March 2012, the OECD recognized the Italian government for launching parliamentary discussions on labour market reforms.
 Secretary-General, Angel Gurría, affirmed that the reforms will “address long-standing challenges in the Italian labour market, including persistently low participation rates for women and chronic unemployment, especially for young people who have been particularly hard hit by the crisis”.
 

Italy partially complied with the commitment as the labour market reforms were discussed but not implemented or agreed upon. 
Analyst Ashely Periera
Italy: +1

Italy fully complied with the G20’s commitment to education and training to increase employment in quality jobs, boost productivity, and to enhance potential growth. 

On 26 November 2010, the Ministry of Education, Universities, and Research announced EUR12.5 billion for training and research to revitalize the education system in the Southern region of the country.
 Then-Minister of Education, Mariastella Gelmini, affirmed that, “school and research are the basis for the growth of young people and their future. Investing in these policy areas [will empower the Ministry] to tackle early school [dropouts] and promote a stronger link with the world of work, overcoming the condition of many young people who do not study and do not have a job”.
 The funding will contribute to apprenticeships and technical training programs for young people enrolled in middle school.
 The plan envisages the creation of centers of excellence to facilitate collaboration between the public and private sectors working to promote research in key areas for the future of young people, including manufacturing, health, the service economy, and environmental protection and sustainable development.

On 7 December 2010, the OECD announced the results of the Programme for International Student Assessment. The report indicated that Italy climbed the rankings of quality of education in the world compared to 2006.
 Then-Minister of Education, Mariastella Gelmini, welcomed the results, saying “it is an achievement that makes us proud. Italy finally reverses the negative trend that has lasted for 10 years”.

On 19 April 2011, the Italian government launched a new research plan (Piano Nazionale della Ricerca) to increase the country’s overall investments in Research and Technology Development from 0.56% of GDP, which is among the lowest in the European Union, to 1.53% by 2013.
 According to PRO INNO Europe, “there is a consensus that a push for innovation and competitiveness is necessary to counteract the poor economic growth that the country has been facing in the past years”.
 

On 5 May 2011, the Ministry of Education, Universities, and Research announced a new apprenticeship program to tackle youth unemployment by “encouraging the input of the youngest in the world and work”.
 Through apprenticeships, young people will fulfill educational requirements and professional qualifications. According to then-Minister of Education, Mariastella Gelmini, this new program demonstrates “the government’s attention towards the new generations and their entry into the world of work. A challenge that can only be won through a tight integration between the education and training and the employment market, as envisaged by the reform of higher education and new rules on apprenticeship”.

On 8 August 2011, the Ministry of Education, Universities, and Research together with the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs and the Ministry of Youth presented an Action Plan for the employability of youth.
 Among other things, the Action Plan monitors the professional skills required by the labour market to match them to the skills developed at technical and vocational schools. 
Together, Italy’s efforts have contributed to education and training programs that increase employment in quality jobs, boost productivity, and enhance potential growth. Therefore, Italy is awarded a score of +1.  

Extended Compliance: +1

From 4 November 2011 to 30 April 2012, there was no evidence that Italy undertook any new efforts to comply with the G20’s commitment to education and training. Still, because of its strong track record during the first compliance period, Italy’s score remained +1. 
Analyst Ashley Pereira
Italy: +1

Italy fully complied with the G20’s commitment to improve the development of employable skills matched to employer and labor market needs to attract investment, create decent jobs, and increase productivity. 

On 3 February 2011, Italy participated in the “Solidarity with Belarus” International Donor Conference in Warsaw. At the conference, Italy announced its decision to increase study grants for Belarusian students. Because the purpose of the Conference was to encourage civil society participation, these grants were distributed through humanitarian NGOs operating in Belarus.
 

On 11 May 2011, Italy’s then-Minister of Foreign Affairs, Franco Frattini, met British Secretary of State for International Development, Andrew Mitchell, to discuss its priorities for the Development Cooperation sphere – especially in North Africa and Libya. Italy and the United Kingdom agreed on “the need to mobilise European Commission funds for Libyan students with a view to restoring study grants and helping the country’s new generations obtain access to training and education”.
 However, neither the value nor the number of grants was publicized.  

On 23 May 2011, Italy announced plans to implement on-site training programs for Libyan health operators in emergency situations as part of Italy’s humanitarian efforts in Libya. The San Camillo medical team conducting these training programs worked in Benghazi’s General Hospital.
 

Together, Italy’s efforts have improved the development of employable skills to attract investment, create decent jobs, and increase productivity. Therefore, Italy is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst Vy Nguyen and Ashley Pereira

Extended Compliance: +1

On 4 November 2011, Ambassador for Italy in Lebanon, Giuseppe Morabito, participated in the opening session of a workshop of the National Qualification System in Lebanon (NQSL). The NQSL is a program created by the European Union’s European Training Foundation (ETF) to facilitate the mobility of Lebanese students.
 In his address, Morabito applauded the program for helping young people find work – a goal that is consistent with the Italian Development Cooperation’s efforts to develop human resources in Lebanon.
 Lebanon’s Minister for Education, Hassan Diab, reaffirmed the need for a national certification framework while the Minister for Labour, Charbel Nahas, expressed regret over “significant differences in Lebanon between the various employment sectors as regards productivity”. Nahas also expressed hope that the country will “aim for a qualified labour force in order to have continuous and sustainable growth”. The Italian Development Cooperation has contributed 100,000 euros to the program.

On 7 November 2011, technical workers and livestock farmers from Uganda completed a training course in Italy that trains former child soldiers to become farmers.
 A decentralized cooperation program, the project was promoted by the Italian Livestock Farmers’ Association with the support of Roma Capitale.
 

On 8 November 2011, seventy nurses from 12 of Kenya’s rural hospitals in the Eastern and Nyanza Provinces attended an advanced nursing course, which received 4 million euros in funding from the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
 According to figures published by the Ministry of Health in October 2011, Kenya suffers from a shortfall of over 1000 nurses.
 This is a result of funding shortages for training courses and salaries.

On 12 March 2012, Ambassador of Italy to Albania, Massimo Gaiani, opened the “Laura Vicuña” training centre in Bregdeti Tale, which was built with funds from the Italian Development Cooperation.
 The centre will offer training courses to young people and women in Tale in the district of Lezhë to raise awareness of the correct uses of environmental resources in farming and fruit growing.

On 21 March 2012, Italian Ambassador to Ethiopia, Renzo Rosso, attended a ceremony at the Italian Cultural Institute in Addis Abbaba to celebrate the completion of an Italo-Ethiopian development project geomatics training program that has as its objective the reinforcement of regional development planning in Oromia.
 

Together, Italy’s efforts have continued to improve the development of employable skills to attract investment, create decent jobs, and increase productivity. Therefore, Italy’s score remains +1.

Italy: 0

Italy partially complied with the commitment as Italy supported the development of internationally comparable skills indicators and however, did not assist developing and LICs to enhance national strategies for skills development.

Italy supported the development of internationally comparable skills indicators. On May 4-6, 2011, Italy hosted the “Knowledge-Sharing Workshop on Skills for Employment: Good Practices and Effective Institutions to Bridge Education, Training and Decent Work” at the ILO International Training Centre. This workshop was held specifically “as part of the G20 Training Strategy to support strong, sustainable and balanced growth”.
 Topics included national strategies, sector strategies, broadening access to quality skills, skills development networks, as well as indicators for employability and productivity. Note that Head of Apprenticeship Unit, ISFOL/ Institute for the Development of Workers' Training Sandra D'Agostino and Italy’s Multilateral Coordinator, Directorate General for Development Cooperation Marco Ricci  presented at the Workshop.

On 11 May 2011, Italy discussed with the British Minister for International Development its priorities in the Development Cooperation sphere in light of the events in North Africa and Libya. Both Ministers agreed on “the need to mobilise European Commission funds for Libyan students with a view to restoring study grants and helping the country’s new generations obtain access to training and education”.
 Note that while no official details on the actual amounts nor reports of consequent grants have been found, third-party statements acknowledge their occurrence.

Additionally, on 23 May 2011, as a part of Italy’s humanitarian operations in Libya, plans for on-sight training programs for Libyan health operators in emergency situations were expressed, which would contribute to Libya’s skills development. The medical team conducting these training programs would be the team from San Camillo present in the Benghazi General Hospital.
 Again, no subsequent reports releasing official details have been found. 

Italy partially complied with the commitment by attending the “Knowledge-Sharing Workshop on Skills for Employment: Good Practices and Effective Institutions to Bridge Education, Training and Decent Work” at the ILO but the information did not indicate that Italy supported the enhancement of national strategies for skills development and therefore was awarded a score of 0. 

Extended Compliance: 0

On 1 February 2012, Italian Foreign Minister Terzi, in the context of the Afghan transition process, affirmed Italy’s commitment “in the civil assistance field...most notably in training, to provide support during a “crucial transition for the future of the entire region”.

On 6-8 March 2012, Italy hosted the Expert Workshop on Skills Indicators and Policies in Low Income Countries.
 Recognizing that “skills play a critical role in economic advancement”, the Workshop was convened to support the Human Resource Development pillar of the G20 Multi-year Action Plan on Development.
  

Still, consistent with the first compliance period, there is no evidence to suggest that Italy has supported the enhancement of national strategies for skills development. Therefore, Italy’s score remains 0. 
Analyst Ashley Pereira
Japan: 0 

Japan partially complied with the commitment by implementing targeted benefits schemes but did not implement labour market reforms.

The World Trade Organisation urged the Government of Japan to reform its labour market stating that it needed to boost the number of full-time workers if it is to stimulate domestic demand. In addition, the WTO found the proportion of part-time or temporary workers are paid substantially less than regular employees. Consequently, the Government of Japan faces negative implications for potential growth, as temporary workers rarely receive training and are, therefore, less productive.

The Japanese government is drafting a proposal for new pension reforms. Japanese pensioners will be eligible for benefits under the national basic pension plan if they pay premiums for 10 years or more. Currently, Japanese pensioners are only eligible for national pension benefits after paying premiums for 25 years or more. The proposed shorter period for national pension eligibility will benefit an additional 1 million Japanese workers who have not fulfilled the current 25-year requirement.

The Government of Japan’s Central Minimum Wages Council recommended an increase of regional minimum hourly wages. However, there was disagreement between management and labour sides about the minimum wage increase. 

The Government of Japan’s Labour minister said that the Japanese government will end special unemployment benefits for the people who lost their jobs as a result of the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami.

On 1 June 2011 Wales Online newspaper reported that the Government of Japan’s unemployment rate rose in April 2011. The jobless rate edged up to 4.7% from 4.6% due to job losses in the retail and wholesale sectors.
 


The Government of Japan hopes of bouncing back from the economic turmoil caused by the earthquake and tsunami in March have been knocked by the threat of a credit rating downgrade, and a rise in unemployment.

In the context of slow economic growth and rapid population ageing, the Government of Japan needs reforms in light of the upward trend in non-regular employment to break down labour market dualism and to encourage greater labour force participation by women, the elderly and youth.

Japan partially complied with the commitment by implementing targeted benefit schemes but not implementing labour market reforms. 

Extended Compliance: 0

Japan's seasonally adjusted unemployment rate rose to 4.6 percent in January 2012 from a downwardly revised 4.5 percent in December. In addition, the unemployment rate in Japan was last reported at 4.3 percent in June of 2012.
 

Japan Today reported an article stating that the Government of Japan will not be extending unemployment benefits to those who lost jobs due to the natural disaster that happened in 11 March 2011. The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare confirmed that unemployment benefits that were being paid to around 1,300 victims of the March 11 disaster will stop at the end of January 2012, after the Japanese government denied a petition to extend them. 

The period of unemployment benefit eligibility for victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake has been extended twice, giving recipients an extra 210 days of support. But some of these recipients had their benefits expire Thursday because the Japanese government will no longer offer additional extensions, as they had their benefit period since in May 2011.

Japan partially complied with the commitment as there was no evidence of compliance in the extended compliance period.
Analyst Angela Zhang

Japan: 0

There was no indication of the enhancement of education and training for employment. Japan supported training programs but they were not directed to increase employment and therefore Japan was awarded a score of partial compliance.

The Government of Japan provided a Mother and Child Health Care Specialists Vocational Training, which promoted capacity building for health, shared Japanese knowledge to contribute to the World Health in a Win-Win collaboration, and improved efficiency, effectiveness and dissemination, and reduced costs.

The Government of Japan has many students who pursue vocational training in technology colleges and professional training colleges that better prepare them to join the Japanese labour force. Therefore, the technology and professional training colleges are popular because they are considered to be better preparation for joining the workforce and are viewed favourably by employers.
 

Every year, the Japanese Government offers Scholarship to international students, through the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, who wish to study in graduate schools as well as universities, colleges of Technology and vocational training schools.

There was no evidence of education or training reforms to enhance skills for decent employment and therefore Japan was awarded a score of partial compliance for providing vocational training and education but not enhancing or directing the programs toward increasing access to decent employment. 

Extended Compliance: +1

The Consulate General of Japan announced the extension of a grant for $101,007 (Rs8.6 million) to an NGO, Starfish Karachi, to help it construct the Starfish Vocational Training Centre at SITE town.The vocational centre will provide training courses in seven different areas and is expected to train 210 people every year.

The Government of Japan helped the Dong Nai Vocational Training College with vocational training, in which 1.500 students were able to exchange information with postgraduates and discussed ways to succeed in seeking jobs at Japanese-invested business in Vietnam and Japan.

Analyst Angela Zhang

Japan: +1

In March 2011, the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) launched a Technical Cooperation project with the Council for the Development of Cambodia (CDC). The project trained CDC officials on investment promotion, and provided knowledge and expertise on activities to attract investment.
 

On 20 May 2011, JICA and the College of Transport in Hanoi, Vietnam signed a Technical Cooperation Project to enhance the training capacity of the college. Through the project, students will be given the necessary skills to service the fast growing expressway network in Vietnam.
 

On 12 October 2011, JICA partnered with Ryohin Keikaku Co., Ltd. MUJI and began the planning of MUJI’s Christmas Market 2011, which will be supported by JICA’s One Village One Product projects in the Kyrgyzstan Republic and Kenya.
 The One Village One Product projects will create MUJI products marketed as Christmas gifts for the 2011 holiday season. The project aims to develop mass production systems and build management skills. Feedback from previous projects highlights the impressive standardization of products, which will likely attract investment.
On 21 October 2011, an opening ceremony was held at the Embassy of Afghanistan in Japan, marking the commencement of the Project for the Promotion and Enhancement of the Afghan Capacity for Effective Development (PEACE).
 The PEACE will provide an opportunity for Afghan students to enter master’s programs at Japanese universities with the purpose of improving capacity of civil servants and university faculty who have the vital role of promoting development. The press release notes that Afghanistan’s human resources have suffered in the last three decades, leading to a breakdown of the socioeconomic infrastructure, which this initiative anticipates to address.

Japan was awarded full compliance for supporting the development of skills for employment in developing countries. 
Extended Compliance: +1

On 11 November 2011, JICA signed a Loan Agreement with the Asia Commercial Joint Stock Bank (ACB), one of the largest private commercial banks in Vietnam, for an Industrial Human Resources Development Project which falls under the Private Sector Investment Finance program (PSIF). Sufficient education for human resources in industrial sectors is an urgent issue for ensuring sustainable development in Vietnam. Currently, between approximately 2,500 and 5,000 technical trainees are dispatched from Vietnam to Japan each year under Technical Intern Training Program with the objectives of transfer of skills and technology. Trainees receive two to three years of practical training at small and medium-sized enterprises in Japan. It is expected that, after returning to Vietnam, they will form a basis of economic development in Vietnam.

From January to March 2012, JICA agreed to work with the Council for Technical and Vocational Education and Training (COTVET) in Ghana to update training.
 The COTVET adopted the JICA’s Technical and Vocational Education and Training system, and the reform will improve the competitiveness and productivity of the skilled workforce.

From 6-8 March 2012, the UN Development Program andJICA held a job-creation workshop in Nairobi, Kenya. Officials and experts from across Africa were invited to the workshop, which explored job creation as a means to reduce conflict.

Japan fully complied with the commitment to develop employable skills for market needs in the extended compliance period. 
Analyst Zaria Shaw and Julia Hein

Japan: -1

No evidence was found during the compliance period to indicate compliance. Japan did not attend the ILO May 4-6, 2011, “Knowledge-Sharing Workshop on Skills for Employment: Good Practices and Effective Institutions to Bridge Education, Training and Decent Work” at the ILO International Training Centre.
Extended Compliance: -1 

Japan failed to comply with the commitment. Although an agreement was signed to develop institutional capacity it was not directed to increase the governments capacity and therefore did not fall under the G20 Training Strategy. 

On 27 December 2011 the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) signed an ODA loan agreement with the Government of Malaysia to provide up to JPY6.697 billion for the Development Project for Malaysia-Japan International Institute of Technology (MJIIT). Based on an agreement between the heads of state of Japan and Malaysia in April 2010, the Government of Malaysia approved the project in May 2010 and the school opened in September 2011. The objectives of the project are to provide with materials and create an educational curriculum for a Japanese-style engineering education, and to develop human resources with the practical, state-of-the-art technological research and development capacity that is needed in industry. Thereby, it aims to contribute to economic and social development in Malaysia with strengthened international competitiveness. The funds for this project will be allocated to the procurement of educational and research materials and equipment, as well as to consulting services.

Analyst Zaria Shaw

Korea: +1

The Republic of Korea fully complied with this commitment within this period. The Republic of Korea implemented labour market and human resource reforms including improved benefit schemes to increase labour market participation. 

On 18 November 2010 the Korean Ministry of Employment and Labour released a statement outlining the revised bill of the Labour Standards Act, a new flexible working time system.  This system, called the Working Hours Savings System, allows employees to compensate between work and leave, meaning employees can take leave to compensate for extended work hours and extended work hours can be used to compensate for extended leave.

On 26 May 2011, the Korean Ministry of Gender Equality and Family began a program for disadvantaged youth called the “Do Dream Zone Program” in conjunction with the already existing “Employment Promotion Fund”. The “Do Dream Zone Program” involves skills development, career counseling, job search services etc. and youth that complete this program have access to the “Employment Promotion Fund” which provides financial support. Employers who hire these youth become eligible for compensation of part of the salary they pay, thus giving them more incentive to hire youth that have completed the program.
 

The Republic of Korea was thus awarded a score of +1 for labour reforms in the form of expanding and improving skills development programs and job search services along with introducing new benefit schemes to increase labour market participation.


Extended Compliance: +1

The Republic of Korea discussed plans to improve benefit schemes to increase participation.

On 26 December 2011 a report by the Korean Office of the President outlined a plan by Korea’s Ministry of Labour and Employment to create around 70,000 new long-term jobs for youth. The government  also plans to implement programs which allow young workers to receive on-the-job training. The report outlined the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family’s new plan to provide programs to assist women who have had limited workplace experience due to maternal leave. This plan includes implementing more job training centers for women and providing extra assistance for those with less access to employment such as migrant women and women with disabilities.

A report released by the Korean Office of the President on 6 January 2012, outlined new laws and regulations including raising the minimum wage to 4,580 won per hour as well as providing social security for job seekers over 50 who cannot get work even after completing job training programs. These labour markets reforms do not necessarily support employment and growth. The Government’s support budget for daycare teachers will also be increased to 1 million won so small- and medium-sized companies can run daycare services, which helps expand participation in the labour force and thus supports employment. 
 


The Republic of Korea fully complied with the commitment and was awarded a score of +1.

Analyst Daiana Kostova
Korea: +1 


South Korea fully complied with this commitment during this compliance period. Korea implemented education and training programs for the purposes of increasing quality employment. 

On 20 December 2010, a midlevel ophthalmic personnel training center was unveiled in a hospital in Gazipur, Bangladesh, as reported by the Korea International Cooperation Agency. This training center was established in part with assistance and funding from the Korean International Cooperation Agency, and will serve to train local people to provide medical attention.

Outlined in a news report released on 21 January 2011, by the South Korean Office of the President, a new program was unveiled that will provide IT education for marriage migrants and multicultural families. Given jointly by the Ministry of Public Administration and Security and the National Information Society Agency, this program aims to provide language education and job skills, in order to curb the difficulties that many migrants experience in Korea. 

Korea was awarded a score of +1 for its compliance with this commitment. 

Extended Compliance: +1

A report published by the Korean Office of the President on 26 December 2011, outlined multiple new vocational training programs that were in the works by Korea’s Ministry of Labour and Employment. These programs include expanding the number of interns at small- and medium-sized businesses to give youth hands on training, along with other programs to allow them to receive other on-the-job training. Also, the number of job training centers tailored specifically to women are intended to grow.

In a report by the South Korean Office of the President, dated 20 March 2012, outlined the Korean government’s plan to send more young adults to parts of the Middle East for employment and internship programs. This will allow youth to get hands-on experience, particularly in training for the construction sector and the small- and medium-sized business sector.

Korea maintained its score of +1.

Analyst Daiana Kostova
Korea: +1

Researchers from the Korea Ministry of Education, Science and Technology (MEST) and the Korean Education Research Information Service (KERIS), recently published their initial report on global information communication technology (ICT) indicators in education.

On 28 October 2011, the Korea International Cooperation Agency ran a sixteen-day course entitled “Healthcare Policy and Program Management.” The program invited fifteen participants from Ethiopia to the Korea Health Industry Development Institute, where they were given instruction on how to develop healthcare policies and programs that might improve healthcare services in Ethiopia.

On 15 September 2011, the Korea International Cooperation Agency ran a seventeen-day course entitled “Rural Development and Leadership Training.” Twenty participants from Ghana were invited to take part in the course, where they were educated on the skills required to successfully establish, implement, manage, and evaluate rural development programs.

On 22 September 2011, the Korea International Cooperation Agency and the International Civil Aviation Organization worked in conjunction to create 23-day program on airport operation. The program invited participants from developing countries who were involved in airport operations to take part in workshops run by airport experts. They were also taught how they can operate airports in an efficient and cost-effective manner.

On 19 September 2011, the Korea International Cooperation Agency began a seventeen-day railway program on the operation and maintenance of EMU. The thirteen Tunisian participants were introduced to the railway systems in Korea, and were instructed by transportation experts on the development of advanced railway systems. The program was intended to create high-potential railway employees who would become the executives of the railway industry in Tunisia.

On 2 October 2011, the Korea International Cooperation Agency conducted a fourteen-day vocational training policy program for fourteen participants from Jordan. The program was intended to strengthen vocational training in Jordan by using Korea’s vocational training policy and system operations as an example. Participants were also taught about the impact that vocational training can have on a countries economy.

The Republic of Korea has been given a compliance score of +1 for fully complying with the commitment to support the development of national strategies for skills development. 

Analyst Julia Hein

Extended Compliance: +1

On 13 February 2012, the Vice Minister of Education, Sang-Jin Lee announced that the Republic of Korea will join the Steering Committee of the Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA), in hopes to share experiences and that Africa can build education systems that are “appropriate to Africa’s realities.”
 

On 12 April 2012, Korea announced it will help other Asian countries introduce vocational qualifications licenses. Representatives from eight countries including Vietnam, Nepal and Pakistan visited the Human Resources Development Service of Korea to learn about the state-certified technical license system and how to understand and coordinate the Korean system into their respective labor market.

The Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) agreed to contribute to reconstruction efforts in Parwan, Afghanistan with a focus on provision of medical healthcare and educational programs, agricultural development, and programs to strengthen the administrative capacity of the local government and police training. In February 2012 KOICA completed the expansion of a comprehensive health clinic and culture and education center in Charikar, Afghanistan. The centre provides approximately 480 local residents with training in various occupational skills each year. As of 27 March 2012, five new schools were under construction.

On 6 April 2012, The Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO) and KOICA signed a MOU to enhance cooperation to support developing countries in the area of intellectual property to maximize effectiveness of IP support projects and enhance their IP capacity. Further objectives are to build a patent administration information system and support the development of appropriate technology and branding of local products. The Korean Government identified appropriate technology as technology focused on improving the quality of life and living conditions for low income groups and underdeveloped countries. KIPO plans to employ KOICA volunteers working in about 30 countries to locate demand for IP support.

On 17 April 2012, the education ministers of Korea and Oman signed a MOU to expand bilateral cooperation in education. Cooperation will be expanded in fields such as the fostering of teachers, vocational training, education curriculum and evaluations, and e-learning. Further, Oman requested that Korea conduct training for Omani teachers to help develop Oman's project to foster professional teachers.

Analyst Emily Cox

Korea: +1

The Republic of Korea fully complied with the commitment by attending the ILO May 2011 event as well as supporting the enhancement of national strategies for skills development building and therefore was awarded a score of +1. 

The Republic of Korea is one of the co-facilitators of the Human Resource pillar of the Seoul Development Consensus (along with Argentina, and Russia), to support the development of internationally comparable and practical indicators of skills for employment and productivity in developing countries, particularly LICs. As co-facilitator Korea should assist the LIC in areas, such as matching training to employers’ needs and future labour market opportunities in developing countries.

Korea attended the “Knowledge-Sharing Workshop on Skills for Employment: Good Practices and Effective Institutions to Bridge Education, Training and Decent Work” hosted by the International Labour Organization on 4-6 May 2011 which discussed the practical matters that affect the implementation and effectiveness of skills development policies and institutions.
 The ILO, World Bank, Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development and UNESCO were tasked to develop internationally comparable indicators of skills for employment. By attending the meeting Korea contributed to this process. 

In December 2010 Korea co-hosted a workshop with the ILO International Training Centre for leaders from 11 Asian countries including Malaysia, the Philippines, Myanmar, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri Lanka.  The workshop focused on helping developing countries develop their policies and practices regarding migrant workers.  It included knowledge sharing of Korea’s experience with the employment permit system, lectures on international migration, presentations by each participant country on their situation, discussion of measures to realize the decent work agenda for migrant workers, ILO classes on the trade union issues concerning migrant workers, and Korea International Labour Foundation (KOILAF) lectures on Korean migrant workers policy.

In March 2011, Korea Occupational Safety and Health Agency (KOSHA-ILO) conducted a joint international workshop to enhance the technology for the early diagnosis of occupational diseases related to pneumoconiosis in Asia-Pacific countries including Vietnam, Pakistan and Cambodia.  As part of a skills indicators initiative, the workshop builds on KOSHA’s current technological exchanges with ILO and WHO through overseas training, technical advice and international workshops to improve levels of early diagnosis and treatment techniques.
  

In June 2011, KOILAF provided labour relations training to Afghan labour officials via a training program to transfer Korea’s experience in economic development and labor policy.  The program aimed to help Afghan officials improve their job competencies and build and efficient work system.  It also shared Korea’s knowledge and experience in developing labour policies and systems.

The Republic of Korea fully complied with the commitment by supporting the development of internationally comparable skills indicators as well as supporting the enhancement of national strategies for skills development. 
Extended Compliance: +1

South Korea maintained its commitment to skills development in developing countries throughout the interim compliance period by joining the Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA) Steering Committee and hosting the Omani Minister for Education and her delegation to discuss education development.

In February 2012 Korea became a member of the Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA) Steering Committee, announced officially at Africa-Korea Day in Ougadougou.
  Representatives of the Korea Education Institute, Seoul National University, Korea Institute of Science and Technology and the Korean National Commission for UNESCO participated to share case studies of Korea’s experience regarding the three sub-themes of the Triennale: common core of skills for lifelong learning and sustainable development in Africa; lifelong development of technical and vocational skills for sustainable socio-economic growth in Africa; and lifelong acquisition of scientific and technical skills for the sustainable development of Africa in the context of globalization.

Korean Vice-Minister of Education Sang-jin Lee expressed hope that sharing Korea’s experience in the field of education will, “help to foster new ideas for the development of education and science in Africa,” and emphasized Korea’s ceaseless commitment to educating its children.
  

In April 2012 the Korean Educational Development Institute hosted the Omani Minister for Education H. E. Madiha Ahmed Nassir al Shibaniyah and her delegation to discuss Korea’s strategy for education, particularly regarding teacher training and evaluation, STEAM, and career education.

Full compliance was awarded to the Republic of Korea for its actions during the interim compliance period.

 Analyst Emily Cox

Mexico: 0

Mexico partially complied with the commitment by providing targeted benefit programs to increase participation in the workforce but not implementing labour market reforms. 

On 31 May 2011, the National Council for Science and Technology (CONACYT) announced a partnership with a number of technical institutes in order to aid single mothers to access the necessary job training.
 The program is also designed to be flexible to allow women to pursue studies without requiring full time enrollment. 

On 24 October 2011, Mexico hosted the 10th National Dialogue on Microfinance.
 The focus of the conference was on the access to and transparency of microfinance, with the aim of promoting its use among the poorest and most vulnerable demographics in Mexico to gain a better foothold in the national economy rather than being pushed to the margins.

On 5 December 2011, Mexico announced the Yucatan Agreement, “aimed at contributing to the economic, social and institutional development of both regions by financing infrastructure projects and programs, technical assistance, and trade in goods and services related to infrastructure”, an important part of which lays the foundation for increased labour mobility between Latin American countries.

Extended Compliance: 0

In January 2012, the Sub-secretary for Higher Education unveiled the Open University, an online university to enable millions to earn a college education long-distance.
 Based upon the conclusions of the Education Development Program 2007-2012, this initiative aims at reducing the unequal access to both higher education and vocational training, and promoting such an education to groups that traditionally have low participation rates.

Using the findings of the National Development Plan 2007-2012 and the Special Commission on Science and Technology 2008-2012, on 20 February 2012 the National Council for Science and Technology (CONACYT) launched a program designed to aid women who are the heads of families acquire post-secondary and technical educations.
 The program aims at providing financial aid for both part time and full time studies, as well as facilitating the women’s entry into the labour market after the end of their studies.

Mexico partially complied with the commitment in the extended compliance period by continuing to support targeted benefits to increase participation in the workforce but did not implement labour market reforms. 

Analyst Angela Zhang and Misha Potrykus

Mexico: +1

On 1 January 2011, the National Council for Science and Technology (CONACYT) launched the “Programa de becas-mixtas en el extranjero”, a scholarship program designed to send post-graduate students working in fields of science and technology to study abroad and help grow Mexico’s knowledge base at the highest levels of the economy.

On 28 January 2011, CONACYT announced a grant program aimed at developing research and innovation in all sectors of the economy, but with a specific focus on those areas which affect the youth, whether it be education or social and health services.
 Available to both citizens and foreign nationals studying in Mexico’s institutes of higher learning, a secondary goal of the program is retention of its educated workforce.

Mexico was awarded a score of full compliance for implementing a program to enhance an education program. 

Extended Compliance: +1

In January 2012, under the banner of the Latin American Economic System (SELA), Mexico launched a series of education and training workshops across the region, focused on economic sectors that can best be integrated into a sustainable regional trade network.

In March 2012, the Sub-secretary for Higher Education announced the expansion of previous projects aimed at fostering the long-term development of innovation and technology in Mexico.
 From a handful of high schools and technological institutes, these educational programs will now include 24 high schools, 26 universities and 45 technological institutes, with the hopes of furthering the progress, for example, an increase in robotics enrollment from 25,000 in 2006 to 60,000 in 2012.

Mexico continued to comply with the commitment by facilitating educational programs. 

Analyst Misha Potrykus

Mexico: 0 

Mexico partially complied with its commitment. 

On 2-3 December 2010, Mexico organized a conference to assess the state of inclusive education, specifically education for people with disabilities, the vulnerable and special needs groups, in Central America. One of the main goals of the conference was to set up a statistical database for collecting data from all member nations, by which a standard for inclusive education could be measured.
 

From 3-4 December 2010, Mexico attended the XX Latin American Summit in Mar del Plata, Argentina. The summit brought together the heads of state from member countries to deliberate on education. They stipulated that information technologies must be incorporated in the education learning process and programs that focus on digital and technological skills are needed.
 To foster more scientific research and technological innovation in universities, Mexico and the other members stipulated they would promote greater public investment in science and technology as it is a requirement to produce a productive technological sector and sustainable development.
 Also, greater inclusion of historically excluded and vulnerable groups in all Latin American countries was discussed.
 

Mexico partially complied with the commitment by engaging in dialogue to develop skills for employment and suitable educational programs however, no actions were taken to support the development of skills for employment in developing and LICs. 

Extended Compliance: 0

In January 2012, under the banner of the Latin American Economic System (SELA), Mexico launched a series of education and training workshops across the region, focused on economic sectors that can best be integrated into a sustainable regional trade network.

Mexico partially complied with the commitment as no specific projects were implemented during the time period. 

Mexico: 0

From May 4-6, 2011, Mexico participated in the International Labour Organization (ILO) knowledge-sharing workshop on skills for employment – “Good Practices and Effective Institutions to Bridge Education, Training and Decent Work” in Turin, Italy. The ILO workshop brought together representatives of national governments, international organizations and social partners to discuss ways of linking training and the world of work.
 The overall aim of the workshop was to share innovative approaches, reflect on the adaptability of different ideas to particular circumstances, and identify priorities for further South-South knowledge-sharing and for technical and financial support.
 Mexico participated in the section on public-private partnerships to improve the quality and relevance of training within sectors. Mr Jaime Behena Legorreta, Director of Standardization Committees and Projects with the Mexican National Council for Standardization and Certification discussed the sugar industry in Mexico to demonstrate how public-private partnerships can help to improve the quality and relevance of training within sectors.

Analyst Kevin Moraes

Extended Compliance: 0

No evidence was found to indicate further compliance on the Mexican Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Analyst Zaria Shaw
Russia: 0

Russia partially complied with its commitment. 

As outlined in the Decree of the Government of the Russian Federation № 1143 the regional governments of the Russian Federation receive subsidies to implement supplementary measures to improve the labour market of the region.
 Regional governments must submit the application for the subsidies based on the local situation.

On 1 June 2011, the minimum wage was increased by 6.5 %, or an increase of 4611 roubles.
 The Ministry of Health and Social Development of the Russian Federation was responsible for the revision.  According to the Federal Labour and Employment Agency 2011 Report, the number of labour law violations decreased by 2 %, to a total of 11 936, the number of redundant workers was diminished, and the number of educational programs in Labour Law was increased by 8 %.
 However, these actions do not support employment as per the purpose of this commitment, although they may support income and welfare.

The Federal Labour and Employment Agency of the Russian Federation organized the following educational programs
: exhibition of the vacancies and academic jobsite, informing the population on the labour market, social adaptation for unemployed people in the labour -market, and professional training for unemployed people .

The Russian government increased educationand traning programs and helped match labourers to employment, but there were no actions taken to increase participation in the labour market. Russia has thus partially complied with the commitment.

Extended Compliance: 0

In 2011, the “Strategy 2020 – new version of Official Conception of long-term social and economic development of the Russian Federation until 2020” was published. The document contains ideas and reforms for domestic social and economic policy. One section covers labour market and human resource development actions including: the diminution of unemployment, improvement of conditions of work, higher labour productivity, and improvement of professional skills. These actions are planned for 2012.

Russia partially complied with the commitment by facilitating discussion on labour market reforms; however, Russia did not implement the actions and therefore received a score of 0.

Analyst Dilbar Sadykova
Russia: 0

Russia partially complied with its commitment. 

The Order of the Government of the Russian Federation established the Action Plan for modernization of education which laid out plans for augmentation and improvement to the sector. According to the Plan the education and training programs were created for professors and university employees for the period of 2011-2015.  

Since 2011 new federal education standards (GEF) were implemented to ensure consistent and high quality training of teachers. On January 1, 2011, Article 55 of the Law of the Russian Federation "On education" was passed institutionalizing the right of teachers to pass professional retraining or advanced training at least once every five years.


The identified goal was to increase the quality of education for students and citizens. Future planned action include: quality training of young specialists in the vocational education system, retraining in accordance with modern requirements, and social support for teachers. 

Some regional governments of the Russian Federation implemented education and training programs to increase employment in quality jobs
, but no such actions were taken at the federal level.

No additional evidence was found on the Government of the Russian Federation website, the Ministry of Education or the Science the Russian Federation website. 

Russia identified goals for the education systems and implemented some structural reforms to increase the training of teachers with the intention to increase the quality of education. Thus, Russia is awarded a score of 0.

Extended Compliance: 0 
A federal law “Introduction of changes to article № 8 of the Federal law “on high and postgraduate professional education” was created.
 The project is concerned with institutions of higher education, which realize independently the development programs, aimed at efficiency of education process and scientific work according to social and economic development of the subjects of the Russian Federation.

Russia partially complied with the commitment in the first compliance cycle by outlining a plan for educational reform however there were no additional actions taken in the extended compliance period to raise the score.

Analyst Dilbar Sadykova

Russia: -1

Russia failed to comply with the commitment. 

Approximately 2,700 Africans receive scholarships each year to study at Russian universities. From 2010-2011 the number of scholarships increased. Approx. 80 African peacemakers were trained in the Centre of All-Russian Professional Development Institute of Ministry of Home Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Russia failed to comply with the commitment as the training that was provided does not adequately address the commitment features to facilitate decent employment and greater investment. 

Extended Compliance: -1

The quota of Russian governmental scholarships for African increased to 970 and there were organized trainings for more than 160 African peacemakers in Russian training institutes.

No information fulfilling compliance was found on the Government of the Russian Federation website, the Ministry of Finance of the Russian Federation website, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation website, or the Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation website.

Analyst Dilbar Sadykova

Russia: 0

Russia partially complied with its commitment as it supported the development of internationally comparable skills indicators but not the enhancement of national strategies for skills development. 

Russia is one of the co-facilitators of the Human Resource pillar of the Seoul Development Consensus (along with Argentina and Korea), to support the development of internationally comparable and practical indicators of skills for employment and productivity in developing countries, particularly LICs. As co-facilitator Russia should assist the LIC in areas, such as matching training to employers’ needs and future labour market opportunities in developing countries.

On 4 May 2011, Russia participated in a three-day knowledge-sharing workshop on skills for employment that took place at the International Labour Organization’s training centre in Turin, Italy. The conference brought together policy makers and representatives of both workers and employers from fourteen G20 countries, thirteen non-G20 countries, international organizations, and regional training centres. The participants discussed the implementation and effectiveness of skill development institutions and policies.
 

Extended Compliance: 0

No additional information was found to support that Russia complied with the commitment in the extended compliance period and therefore Russia was awarded a score of partial compliance. 

Analyst Julia Hein and Dilbar Sadykova

Saudi Arabia: 0

Saudi Arabia partially complied with this commitment, as it implemented labour market reforms but did not appear to include measures to increase participation in the labour market. 

Saudi Arabia has sought to address the issue of domestic employment and skills development . Foreigners comprise approximately half of the workforce in Saudi Arabia. One objective of the national skills policy has been the loosely termed “Saudization” of the workforce, where the strategy has been to attract Saudi nationals into these new occupations. To do so, Saudi Arabia focussed on providing good-quality training by improving the quality of technical and vocational education and training (TVET) and raising the status of the teaching profession generally, by establishing dedicated teacher training colleges and combining academic preparation, educational theory and practice, and experience in industry for new and existing teachers.

The 2011 Saudi Arabian Budget indicated an increase in spending on education and training programs. The budget dedicated 25.9% of total spending to education and training, or $40 billion (SR150 billion) in 2011. 

Saudi Arabia partially complied with the commitment to implement labour market reforms by dedicating new funds to education and training; however, it was unclear how and if Saudi Arabia attempted to increase the labour market participation of potentially marginalized groups. Saudi Arabia therefore received a 0. 

Extended Compliance: 0 

No new evidence was found to indicate implementation.

Analyst Caroline Bracht

Saudi Arabia: +1

The deputy minister, Al Atiyyah, announced that Saudi Arabia’s national budget approved the allocation of SR150 billion to education, vocational training and higher education to assure completion of university town projects in several universities. It was also mentioned that about 26% of the national budget was dedicated to the education sector which is expected to build human capacity as a form of human resource development.
  

Saudi Arabian Technical and Vocational Training Corporation will build secondary schools for students who have completed their intermediate courses. This is to “serve as a nucleus for the creation of a generation of blue collar workers trained in different trades”. These graduates can further their education in technical colleges. The syllabuses for these schools have been designed to produce skilled workers for various industries. These graduates will also be trained to start their own small businesses and this can contribute to the advancement of the country's national economy.

Saudi Arabia received a score of +1 as it enhanced education and training programs. 
Extended Compliance: +1

Saudi Arabia's Technical and Vocational Training Corp (TVTC) is planning to spend SR2bn on numerous projects including a civil aviation academy in Jeddah in 2012. "TVTC projects include the establishment of institutes for training especially in strategically significant fields such as an academy for civil aviation in Jeddah, completion of an institute of aircraft maintenance in Riyadh and an institute for petroleum technologies in Al-Khafji in the Eastern Province," said TVTC governor, Ali Al-Ghafis.

TVTC agreed to a strategic partnership agreement with General Electric Company. The goal is to establish a new technical academy which will train 150 students every year focused on the development of electricity infrastructure skills.
 

Saudi Arabia’s vocational training centers and higher institutes of technical education are operated by the General Organization for Technical Education and Vocational Training (GOTEVOT), along with the Ministry of Labor and the Ministry of Social Affairs. The Ministry of Education runs vocational secondary schools, and several other government agencies operate institutes or training centers in their particular specialties. There are also a number of private training centers meeting the needs of the marketplace.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in partnership with the Government of Germany held the 3rd German-Arab Education and vocational Training Forum. The Forum focused on vocational and further training initiatives in the Arab World; vocational training in the Arab countries; and Saudi Arabia new fields of cooperation in vocational education.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia provides a Vocational Education and Training that is a diploma program, targeted at postsecondary school students in order to build their skills for the job market in sectors like healthcare, tourism, and construction.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s Technical and Vocational Training Corporation together with the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit, founded the Technical Trainers College (TTC) in Riad, which trains post-secondary graduates to become vocational school instructors. In March 2012, a group of TTC students set off for a week-long educational trip to Germany. During a visit to the Federal Ministry of Education and Research, the students gathered information on governmental administration and vocational education in Germany.

The Saudi Government remains the major contributor to the development of the country’s higher education infrastructure and is continuously raising the budget to be spent on the education sector. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia expects around 300 colleges and more than 400,000 students in 2 years to take advantage of its offerings. Its recent initiatives include the development of online courses, from 20 courses to 1,200 courses in next 5 years, in computer skills training and production of electronic materials for self-learning.

The TVTC developed the Technical and Vocational Training (TVT) Strategy which envisages Saudi Arabia as achieving international leadership in technical and vocational training. The TVTC aims to fulfill the Kingdom’s current and future needs for trained manpower through the establishment of colleges of technology in every major city in the Kingdom. The main purpose of the TVET expansion is to prepare high school graduates in technical and vocational specializations. Graduates are awarded assistant engineer diplomas in one of the technical or administrative specializations.

In order to give young people in Saudi Arabia access to the vocational training that the economy so urgently needs, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has initiated an impressive package of educational reforms. Improving the vocational training system is intended to reduce unemployment among young Saudi Arabians.

Saudi Arabia: 0 

Saudi Arabia partially complied with the commitment by engaging in discussions on how to develop employable skills but did not implement or take actions to support employable skills development in developing of LICs. 

As a funder to the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) Saudi Arabia indirectly contributed to certain vocation and skills development programs however, these do not contribute to full compliance as they are programs implemented under a regional development bank and not directed by Saudi Arabia. However, on 16 December 2010, the Saudi Embassy in the USA announced that the IDB, based in Jeddah, signed financing agreements with Uzbekistan. The agreements included two projects which totaled $180 million. One of the projects involved $11.7 million to finance the “construction and equipping of 13 secondary schools and the training of 300 teachers in rural areas, where about 3,000 secondary school students will be enrolled”.
 On 28 February 2011, it was announced that the IDB would “appropriate $250 million to enable member parties to provide support for investments aimed at curbing poverty and creating job opportunities for youths”. In a statement soon after, the Executive Members Council of the IDB said it aimed to “ build up the institutional capabilities of member countries by supporting vocational training programs that meet labor market needs and providing the necessary support for micro-finance institutions and finance lines benefiting small and medium institutions”.
  On 1 May 2011, the IDB Group granted $120 million to the Palestinian Authority “to fund the repair of schools and educational institutions in Jerusalem, the Rural Development Program in areas threatened by settlement activity, and an economic program for poor families”.
 Since this grant focuses on improving education, it meets the commitment criteria. On 20 July 2011, the Palestinian Prime Minister Salam Fayyad signed an agreement with the IDB to “finance the rehabilitation of schools in occupied Al-Quds [Jerusalem] at a cost of $ 4.5 million”. This money was to be allocated to improve and equip around 30 schools.
 
On 9 March 2011, Saudi Arabia participated in a conference on the role of Arab universities in promoting values of ‘moderation’ among Arab youth, and how to advise “Arab governments to solve the economic problems of youths by fighting poverty and creating jobs”.
 It was not clear however whether this conference was geared towards LDCs in the Arab world. 

Saudi Arabia partially complied with its commitment by engaging in dialogue to enhance skills for employment in developing countries however no actions were implemented during the compliance period.

Extended Compliance: +1

On 4 November 2011, Mr. Youself I.AL-BASSAM, Vice Chairman co CEO of the Saudi Fund for Development met with the Vietnamese Minister of Finance Vuong Dinh Hue where they discussed the recent signing of loan agreements for two projects one of which was to develop the Ninh Thuan Vocational Training Center Project. Minister Hue said, these projects will assist to decrease poverty, and strengthen social security.

On 10 February 2012, Saudi Arabia donated $10 million to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine’s educational and health services in the Gaza and West Bank area. In a statement, it was said that this donation would “deliver much-needed equipment, supplies and other essentials to thousands of refugees who rely on us for basic services in education and health”.
 

Saudi Arabia contributed to education via the United Nations Relief and Works and via a bilateral agreement with Vietnam and therefore complied with the commitment in the extended compliance period. 

Analyst: Seher Shafiq
Saudi Arabia: 0

Saudi Arabia partially complied with the commitment as it attended the ILO workshop on comparable skills development but did not support national strategies for skills development in developing countries. 

Saudi Arabia attended the “Knowledge-Sharing Workshop on Skills for Employment: Good Practices and Effective Institutions to Bridge Education, Training and Decent Work” hosted by the International Labour Organization on 4-6 May 2011 which discussed the practical matters that affect the implementation and effectiveness of skills development policies and institutions.
 The ILO, World Bank, Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development and UNESCO were tasked to develop internationally comparable indicators of skills for employment. By attending the meeting Saudi Arabia contributed to this process. 

However, there was no evidence or reports of the Saudi Arabian Government supporting national skills development strategies. 

Extended Compliance: 0

No new evidence was found to support that Saudi Arabia complied further with the commitment.

Analyst Amy Kishek

South Africa: +1

South Africa fully complied with this commitment, by implementing labour market and human resource development reforms, some of which increased labour market participation.

On 24 May 2011 South Africa's Minister of Labour, Mildred N Oliphan, delivered a budget vote speech in Cape Town. It highlighted numerous initiatives which focused on improving employment insurance, retraining workers, and creating a database to match jobs to human resources available, and job creation in general.
  These initiatives include, but are not limited to:

· The Government committed to continue to step up employment service improvements, to contribute to job creation in South Africa.

· The Minister announced that funds would be allocated to the Social Plan with the aim to save 20 000 jobs through the Social Plan interventions.

· The Government will aim to create a policy framework to promote decent work, and a policy framework for the provision of public employment services which will enable government to maintain database of job seekers and job opportunities, and match and place these job seekers.

· The Minister stated that the Government would improve access to social security services provided in terms of the Compensation Fund and Unemployment Insurance Fund, including reintegration of workers into the labour market.

· Other focus areas for 2011/2012 aimed to reduce the decent work deficit through improved enforcement and efforts to ensure compliance with labour laws.

· The Minister indicated that various branches and public entities within the department outlined plans to contribute to creating jobs, saving jobs in identified distressed companies and sectors and placing in excess of 2 million work-seekers in jobs over the period 2011/12 through to 2013/14.   Interventions planned by the department involve training, re-skilling of workers in order to give them capacity to compete in the open economy. 

· The Minister indicated that the Unemployment Insurance Fund has set aside R1 billion over the 2009/10 – 2013/14 medium term period for the schemes that are aimed at re-integrating unemployed UI Fund beneficiaries back into employment.  The scheme is funded by the Fund and involves participation by various Sectoral Education and Training Authorities in re-skilling the unemployed in critical scarce and soft skills.

At the State of the Nation Address in 2011, President Jacob Zuma announced that all government departments would align their programmes with the job creation imperative, and requested that the provincial and local governments do the same.
   The year 2011 was declared a year of job creation.
 

A National Development Plan was released on 11 November 2011, which proposed the creation of 11 million more jobs by 2030, among others by expanding the public works program, lowering the cost of doing business and costs for households and helping match unemployed workers to jobs.
  The Development Bank of Southern Africa announced on 8 November 2011 that the Jobs Fund Investment Committee had approved a total of R352 million employment creation projects. In addition, in the mid-year Lekgotla of 26 - 28 July 2011, Cabinet adopted a 12 point implementation plan on job creation, within the ambit of the New Growth Path. 

The private sector is now aiding the government with the introduction of the National Health Insurance. On 23 September 2011, Dr. Aaron Motsoaledi, the Health Minister stated the private sector will help in three key areas, “the implementation of NHI, improvement of human resources management to help reduce mortality due to HIV, tuberculosis and other communicable diseases.” 10. The intention is that the private hospital will not replace the public system but will have a positive impact on the health sector.  

In February 2011, Finance Minister Pravin Gordhan told Parliament that Old age and disability grants as well as child support grants would increase as of 1 April 2011.
 This increase in benefits for parents fulfills the second part of this commitment.

South Africa fully complied with this commitment by allocating finances, implementing, and stating clear political support for, labour and human development reforms, including efforts that increase participation in the workforce. 

Extended Compliance: +1

No new information was found in the extended compliance period

Analyst Baillie McGurn

South Africa: +1
South African fully complied with this commitment. 

On 24 May 2011, during the Budget Vote Speech, Minister Oliphant committed to placing 151,000 people from designated groups in training and income generating opportunities over the period 2011/12- 2015/16. The total targeted group comprises of 10,000 Youth, 15,000 Women and 4,000 persons with disabilities.
  

During the 2011/2012 fiscal year, the Minister of Labour approved various initiatives aimed at creating employment through training and re-skilling of workers in order to give them capacity to compete in the open economy
.  These initiatives included committing funds towards the Social Plan with the aim of saving a further 20 000 jobs, and provided funds for the training of the unemployed scheme that is aimed at developing skills in specific artisan trades with a view to trainees being eventually employed and possessing scarce skills.

South Africa’s 2012 Budget supports the goal of improving the quality of education at all levels and reducing the skills shortages in the economy.
  To reach this goal, the Government of South Africa committed to a number of initiatives over the next three years.  These initiatives include: providing R17.1 billion to the National Student Financial Aid Scheme for loans and bursaries to improve poor students access to universities and colleges; allocating R850 million to improve university infrastructure, including student accommodation; raise university enrolments to 962 000 by 2014/15 from 886 000 in 2011/12; Enrolments in FET colleges are expected to increase to247 000 in 2014/15 from 211 000 in 2011/12; and Adult education and training enrolments are expected to increase to 300 000 in 2014/15 from 215 000 in 2011/12.

In addition, On February 9 2012, Home Affairs Minister Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma announced that 2,443 unemployed youths had been trained for public service employment opportunities.
  The youths were trained by the Public Administration Leadership and Management Academy (PALAMA) in partnership with the National Youth Development Agency.
  It is the intention of these initiatives to create direct and sustainable employment for young people thereby alleviating the source of youth unemployment.


South Africa has discussed and made financial commitments to furthering education and training programs for the purposes of increasing quality employment, and has also implemented education and training programs specifically focused on increasing quality employment.  South Africa has therefore fully complied with this commitment.

Analyst Baillie McGurn

South Africa: 0 

South Africa partially complied with the commitment by verbally indicating support for human resource development but not clearly identifying support for employment skills development.

On 30 June 2011 through to 2 July 2011, South African representative Alan Hirsh, Deputy Director General of the Presidency, co-chaired the G20 Development Working Group (DWG) meeting in Cape Town, South Africa. The meeting had a strong focus on national skills development strategies as well as sector strategies for skills development and utilization. 

In addition, as outlined in South Africa’s Department of International Relations and Cooperation 2011/2014 Strategic Plan, South Africa remains heavily involved in human resource capacity building in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, ensuring that there are enough people with the right skills to meet both current and future needs. 
  However, specific details of initiatives taken to support human resource capacity in the Democratic Republic of the Congo are not available. 

South Africa verbally supported the development of skills for employment but did not implement actions and therefore partially complied with the commitment. 

Extended Compliance: 0

No new evidence was found to indicate compliance

Analyst Baillie McGurn

South Africa: 0

South Africa partially complied with its commitment to support the development of internationally comparable skills indicators and assist developing countries and/or LICs in enhancing national strategies for skills development, building on the G20 Training Strategy.
On May 4 2011 through to May 6, 2011, South Africa attended the G20 Training Strategy Knowledge-Sharing Workshop on Skills for Employment at the International Labour Organization’s International Training Centre in Turin, Italy. 
  Other Attendees included 11 additional G20 representatives, international organizations, regional training institutions, as well as Bangladesh, Benin, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Israel, Malawi, Mongolia, Singapore, Viet Nam, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. 
. The participants discussed factors that effect the implementation and effectiveness of skills development policies and institutions. Organized around the building blocks of the G20 Training Strategy, the sessions included, but were not limited to, presentations on national strategies and coordination mechanisms to link training to jobs, as well as skills indicators for employment and productivity. 
 

There was not sufficient evidence to suggest that South Africa took actions to assist developing or LICs in enhancing national strategies for skills development, building on the G20 Training However, as evidenced by participation in the G20 Training Strategy Knowledge-Sharing Workshop, South Africa participated to support the development of internationally comparable skills indictors

Extended Compliance: 0 

No new evidence was found to support that South Africa complied with the commitment and therefore South Africa received a score of partial compliance. 

Analyst Bailie McGurn

Turkey: +1

Turkey fully complied with the commitment by implementing labour market reforms while also targeting support to increase participation. 

On 12 November 2010, Turkey, sponsored by the European Union, began a 36 month, € 4.5 million human resources development grant and promotion project, entitled Technical Assistance for Potential Operational and Grant Beneficiaries, Information and Publicity.
The project is designed to channel revenue into Turkish ministries associated with human resources and employment (İŞKUR, MoLSS, and MoNE) in order to improve grant availability and monitoring for future employment projects, and to improve the competency of personnel. The project aims to create new projects and ensure project implementation in given government ministries. 

On 22 December 2010, Turkey’s Human Resource Development Operational Programme signed into effect a € 9.75 million operation designed to improve the quality of public employment services (İŞKUR, Ministry of Labour and Social Security (MoLSS), Provincial Employment and Vocational Training Boards) between activation and 2013.
  The operation includes training of staff members at employment centres. It emphasizes improved availability of human resource professionals, through the creation of twenty-four hour call centres. Under this operation model employment offices are created, to which current employment staff are sent to receive training. The operation also focuses on improvement of the existing Turkish labour market information system via the widespread implementation of a software database. In addition employment centre staff receive software training and there is increased training for staff regarding job, career, and vocational services. Informational films are created for job seekers, and an advertising campaign is in place to promote employment centres. A system has been created that monitors active labour market policies, and evaluation reports convey this information to job centres. A provincial employment and vocational training board was also established to organize training activities for employment staff, and to involve academic’s in employment services. 

In August 2011, the Ministry of Labour and Social Security (MoLSS) issued a comprehensive strategic reform of current unemployment and social security benefits of Turkish workers.
 The strategy modifies existing social security benefits for unemployed Turkish workers, adding coverage for part-time workers, and changing the ratio of work to assistance for Turkish workers. The strategy also includes guidelines designed to promote the employment of younger people by introducing mandatory retirement ages. The main goal of recent MoLSS legislation, including this strategy, is to mitigate the employment effects of large-scale privatization that has occurred over the last decade in Turkey, resulting in the displacement of state paid workers, and replacing them with market driven personnel through corporate hiring schemes.
 

Given these actions which fulfill both aspects of this commitment, Turkey received a score of +1.

Extended Compliance: +1

No evidence was found to indicate new actions for this commitment.

Analyst John Salerno

Turkey: +1

Turkey fully complied with the commitment to enhance education and vocational training for employment. 

In 2011 Turkey published a report on the implementation of the Strategic Framework for European Cooperation in Education and Training. The Framework was based on a timeline from 2007-2012 and documented Turkeys actions in education and training reforms. Within this report the following actions were taken in 2011 or projected to be implemented in 2012 forward. To increase pre-school education enrollment by the 2012-2013 school year, pre-school education in Turkey will be compulsory in 81 provinces gradually. The policy of “compulsory preschool education in 32 provinces” with respect to the priority age group of 60-72 months has been successful.

In 2011, a protocol was signed between Ministry of National Education, Prime Ministry, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Labor and Social Security to raise awareness concerning school attendance, support the families in need of social support, and enable the disabled children to access school. By means of the protocol, cooperation principles were determined to enable un-registered or non-attending students at the age of compulsory education to access school and quality education.

On 25 February 2011, Law No 6111 was published in the National Gazette, and stated that all

students who have been dismissed, for whatever reason aside from terrorism-related convictions, while studying for their two year associates degree, a bachelor’s degree, or post-grad degree will have the option to re-apply within five years to the higher education institution they were dismissed from, and continue their education.

The overall budget for education increased in 2001. In 2011 Ministry of National Education (MoNE) took the largest ratio from the central management budget with 34 billion 112 million 163 thousand Turkish Liras (TL) for the first time in the history beginning from 1923. The allocation for universities from the consolidated budget was 2,54% in 2002, it happened to be 3,26% in 2010 budget and foreseen as 3,68% in 2011. While the research and development (R&D) budget of universities was 86,6 million TL in 2002, it has been increased to 480,4 million TL in 2010. With a total 547 million TL in 2011, increase ratio has reached 531%.

In the European Association for Adult Education report on Turkey it was highlighted that Turkey has seen a rise in educational programmes under the ‘Lifelong Education Concept’. The concept aims to improve the underlying system of providing adult education, as well as work towards a more efficient technical and economic infrastructure.
 

On 27 March 2011, the Ministry of Education announced a plan to bring 40,000 foreign teachers into Turkey to teach English. This proposal received mixed reactions as there are already teachers in Turkey prepared to teach the subject.
 

İSMEK is a common-public training organisation that provides free vocational courses for those who cannot afford to acquire a profession with formal educational institutions or want to improve their skills and competencies in their current jobs. İSMEK has become the biggest training provider of Turkey in terms of the number of the trainees and courses.

Turkey fully complied with the commitment by increasing financing and programming for education and vocational training. 

Extended Compliance: +1

The Government of Turkey implemented Skills’10 Projects Specialized Vocational Training Centers Project, with the aim to improve the vocational education system.
 

The 4th National Report on the implementation of the European Social Charter submitted by the Government of Turkey states in Article 9,  a right to vocational guidance in the education system, with information on training and access to that training, and concerning the labour market, with information on vocational training and retraining and career planning.

Statistical Economic and Social Research and Training Centre for Islamic Countries participated in Vocational Education, Industry and High Technology Congress organized by Turkish Asian Centre for Strategic Studies (TASAM), under the auspices of the Presidency of the Republic of Turkey, on 22-23 March 2012 in Istanbul, Turkey. Initiatives included Ismek Master Trainer Programme (IMTP), International Student Internship Programme (OIC-ISIP) and Skill Development for Youth Employment (SDYE).

The Government of Turkey held an international training course in Afacen, Turkey that provided a practical approach with background information about internal and external migration and exercises and teaching units on the topic of migration.

The Government of Turkey has started negotiations with the Government of Libya to begin training the country’s police force, which is being rebuilt after Libya’s violent revolution that began in February 2011 and ended the 42-year dictatorship of Muammar Gaddafi. The officials talked about the resumption of Libyan police education, which was interrupted during the civil war, in Turkish police academies. They also discussed the possibility of including primary vocational training in the Libyan police force for former armed insurgents, in Turkey.

Turkey fully complied with the commitment to enhance education and vocational training programs for decent employment.

Analyst Angela Zhang

Turkey: 0

Turkey partially complied by verbally supporting skills development for employment but did not implement and actions. 

Every year the Turkish government offers scholarships to foreign students under the title “Türkiye Scholarships”.
 One example is the Turkey Ali Kuscu Science and Technology Scholarship which offers opportunities through either master's, doctoral or research scholarships.
 On 5 October 2011, eleven students from Malaysia were offered Turkish Government Scholarship.
 
On 5 March 2011, Turkey and Afghanistan signed a MOU on the Training and Capacity Enhancement of the Afghan National Police, with the support of NATO, the US and Japan. Training was planned for 500 Afghan National Police cadets at the Sivas Police Vocational High School every six months. This training program was intended to be a part of Turkey’s effort towards capacity building in Afghanistan. 

In October 2011, the Turkish Deputy Minister for Family & Social Policy Dr. Ashkin Asan agreed to “consider the possibility” of setting up technical and vocational training institutes in Pakistan.
 Furthermore, the Minister for Mining & Technical Education offered to assist the Turkish NGOs endeavoring to provide transportation facilities for “[female] students in remote areas of Pakistan”.

It was evident that Turkey discussed the development of a vocational school however no action was taken. Furthermore, Turkey extended scholarships but there was no indication of an increase or expansion of this program. Therefore Turkey was awarded a score of partial compliance.

Extended Compliance: +1

Every year, the Turkish government offers scholarships to foreign students.
 On 10 May 2012, it was announced that to Iraqi students in particular, Turkey was offering nine different types of scholarships at the associate, undergraduate, graduate, and doctorate level, including vocational training.
 To African students,
 the Turkey Undergraduate Scholarships were offered for those interested in pursuing their undergraduate degree.
 

In January 2012, the Turkish International Cooperation and Development Administration (TIKA) expressed its plans to implement additional projects under the theme of "Education in the Field"
 in the Republic of Kazakhstan,
 as an extension of the vocational training that had originally been offered in May 2010.
 While 120 of Kazakhstan’s teachers were offered an opportunity to visit and study in Turkey, the Turkish government also offered consultancy services to Kazakhstan. 

Turkey enhanced existing programs and implemented actions to support the development of employable skills and therefore was awarded a score of +1. 

Analyst Vy Nguyen

Turkey: 0 

Turkey partially complied with the commitment by enhancing the national skills development strategy of a developing or LIC but did not actively supporting the development of internationally comparable skills indicators.

Turkey did not attend the ILO May 2011 conference on “Knowledge-Sharing Workshop on Skills for Employment: Good Practices and Effective Institutions to Bridge Education, Training and Decent Work”.

On 2 November 2011, Turkey hosted the Istanbul Conference for Afghanistan, which resulted in the “Istanbul Process on Regional Security and Cooperation for a Secure and Stable Afghanistan”. H.Hamid Karzai, President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, and Abdullah Gül, President of the Republic of Turkey, and Zalmai Rassoul, Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and Ahmet Davutoğlu, Foreign Minister of the Republic of Turkey attended the conference. Here, Turkey supported setting up a “structured regional education exchange programme with places reserved in universities for students from neighbouring States within the region”, broadening exchanges in education, and ensuring that “radical and hatred references are removed from education curriculum”.  Turkey also supported “establishing a multi-disciplinary professional and technical training Center in Tajikistan which is aimed at preparing civilian specialists for the needs of the Afghanistan economy, with support of international community”.

Turkey partially complied with the commitment by supporting the enhancement of national strategies for skills development but not supporting the development of internationally comparable skills indicators.

Extended Compliance: 0

On 16 December 2011, the First Ministerial Review Conference of The Turkey-Africa Cooperation was held in Istanbul. At the conference, Turkey pledged “to explore possible ways and means of further increasing its overall scholarship allocation for African countries in the coming years”

Turkey enhanced a national skills development strategy for a developing or LIC but did not support the development of internationally comparable skills indicators. 

Analyst Seher Shafiq

United Kingdom: +1

The United Kingdom fully complied with its commitment to undertake labour market and human resource reforms while targeting support for increased participation.

The UK undertook various measures to better match labour market supply and demand. In July 2011, the UK announced it would fund 10, 000 Advanced and Higher Apprenticeships through a new £25 million fund. The fund aims to support companies where there is currently unmet demand for higher level skills needed to expand and grow. The apprenticeships began in October 2011.
 In the 2012 budget, the UK outlined plans to work with key sectors on ensuring their demand for skills was being met by the government’s efforts to improve skill supply through education and training.

In January 2011, the UK introduced plans for more flexible parental leave, accompanied by a consultation to explore proposals for a new, more effective program design. The government emphasized that all proposals must maintain women’s current guaranteed rights to time off, along with expanding opportunities for fathers to take care of children.

In April 2011, new measures came into effect that removed employers’ abilities to force retirement at age 65. This measure is designed to increase participation from older labourers in cases where the worker wishes to remain employed.

Given these actions, which include measures to improve benefits schemes and increase participation, the UK receives a score of +1.

Extended Compliance: +1

In the extended compliance period, the UK outlined measures to improve labour mobility. The government’s 2012 budget launched plans to boost the supply of housing, assist first time buyers, and reform land tax, measures it deemed beneficial for labour mobility.

In April 2012, the government launched a new National Careers Service, to provide career search services to about 370 000 youth and 700 000 adults. Services include sector-by-sector labour market information, to help prospective employees learn which industries and skills are most in demand, and a Skills Health Check to help people identify their existing and lacking skills.
 

The UK fully complied with the commitment and maintains a score of +1. 

Analyst Leanne Rasmussen

United Kingdom: +1

The United Kingdom complied with its commitment to improve and expand education and training to achieve decent employment and growth. 

In July 2011, the UK announced it would fund 10, 000 Advanced and Higher Apprenticeships through a new £25 million fund. The apprenticeships focus on sectors like advanced manufacturing, information technology, and engineering, with the goal of developing higher-level skills for employability of individuals and growth of companies and jobs.  The fund will aim to support companies where there is currently unmet demand for higher level skills needed to expand and grow. The apprenticeships began in October 2011.

Thus, the UK was awarded a score of +1 for enhancing education and training programs for decent employment.

Extended Compliance: +1

In November 2011, the UK announced £1 billion for a Youth Contract that would target unemployment for 18 to 24 year olds, largely through building skills, securing apprenticeships, and increasing on-the-job training.
 

In December 2011, the UK Department for Business, Innovation and Skills published the results of its consultation to improve and promote high quality, skills-based education for adults, part of the government’s plan to reform adult learning and skills provision throughout the country. The consultation resulted in reforms to facilitate apprenticeships and training by local employers.

The 2012 Budget included a number of measures focused on employment and training. One of its four top goals included to build a more educated, flexible workforce. Proposed measures included the funding of an additional 100 000 work experience placements and 50 000 apprenticeships over four years, and to expand the University Technical Colleges programme by establishing at least 24 new colleges by 2014.

The UK has continued and even expanded its focus on education and training for employment, and it maintains its score of +1.

Analyst Leanne Rasmussen

United Kingdom: +1

On 15 December 2010, International Development Secretary, Andrew Mitchell announced that Britain would support the World Bank’s International Development Association (IDA) program to recruit and train 200,000 teachers. Britain’s contribution to this project and others will be £888m per year for three years.

On 27 December 2010, the Department for International Development (DFID) donated 200 of its servers to Digital Links, a UK charity.  The computers provide vital learning resources for thousands of children and students at schools, universities and community centres in Kenya, Tanzania, Senegal and Cameroon.

On 6 July 2011, Secretary Mitchell announced that the UK will help improve the health, education and job prospects for millions of the poorest girls and women by supporting UN Women. The commitment falls under one of the aspect of the skills development strategies within the G20 Training Strategy which is to encourage gender equality. Britain has pledged £10 million each year to UN Women to tackle gender inequality.

On 19 September 2011, Britain announced The Girls Education Challenge which is a project that calls on charities and the private sector to provide 650, 000 girls in developing countries with a full six years of primary education or up to a million girls with a junior secondary education for three years based on the notion that girls who are educated are more likely to find employment and earn more.
 

Analyst: Michelle Li

Extended Compliance: +1

On 9 November 2011, British Development Minister Stephen O’Brian announced that the UK would “help a further 3.5 million of the world's poorest children - half of them girls - access quality education”. For this initiative, Britain cooperated with the Global Partnership for Education (GPE). Britain’s support involved helping 3.5 million children enroll in primary school, get “7 million textbooks in classrooms…and train more than 84,000 new teachers with the latest skills”.

On 10 November 2011, Secretary Mitchell announced Britain will increase the amount of support it provides businesses in Africa and other poor countries to boost economic growth and break dependence on aid. There are three new business projects, one focuses on broader business support and development to assist countries to change their business models to create jobs and improve incomes.
 

On 18 December 2011, Secretary Mitchell announced that the UK will support Gaza to develop school for the refugees in hopes that 24,000 children will attend. The UK will help construct twelve new schools through the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA).

On 12 April 2012, DFID announced that Britain would support the Bamyan Agricultural Support Program (ASP) in Bamyan, Afghanistan. Part of the program involves “working closely with the Bamyan University Agriculture Department to train local agriculture professionals who will be able to support the programme long term”. The ASP started in December 2011 and is scheduled to run for the next three years.
 

The United Kingdom continued to support skills development in line with market needs and therefore received a score of +1.

Analyst Seher Shafiq

United Kingdom: 

The United Kingdom did not support the development of comparable international skills indicators. 

The United Kingdom did not attend the ILO May 2011 conference on “Knowledge-Sharing Workshop on Skills for Employment: Good Practices and Effective Institutions to Bridge Education, Training and Decent Work”.
Extended Compliance:

United States: 0

The United States partially complied with the commitment, as it implemented measures to reform the labour market but did not include targeted support for increased participation. 

On 3 February 2011, the U.S. Department of Labour unveiled a new online tool called My Next Move, which will allow jobseekers to find information on more than 900 occupations, search job listings, and find local job training programs.
 The online tool is expected to expand opportunities for jobseekers.  

On 16 April 2011, the U.S. Department of Labour announced the implementation of a new online tool that will display job opportunities and training in healthcare. The Virtual Career Network will allow workers to search job listings, find local education and training programs, and explore information on 80 different occupations.
 This initiative is in response to health care’s impact on improving the economy. 

On 23 June 2011, the U.S. Department of Labour announced $40 million to programs enhancing transitional jobs. The award will help individuals with little or no job experience and who face significant obstacles to employment enter the workforce by offering temporary, paid work experience, which will improve employability.
 

On 14 September 2011, the U.S. Department of Labour announced $191.5 million in awards to 40 states, District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico to reform the unemployment insurance program. The awards will provide funding to states to modernize the unemployment insurance taxation and benefits system, and to create technology-based systems to prevent improper unemployment insurance payments. Although unemployment insurance does not boost employment or growth, this is an important labour market reform.

The US has implemented some labour market reforms, but it is not clear that any of these reforms contain benefits to increase participation. The US thus receives a score of 0. 

Extended Compliance: 0

On 8 December 2011, the White House announced $2 billion in resources that will help entrepreneurs gain access to capital, and aid in small business growth.
 Portions of this fund will go toward capital matching, software, consulting, and legal fees. The resources will help entrepreneurs grow their businesses, and create jobs. 

On 16 February 2012, The U.S. Senate Committee on Finance announced the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012. The Act contains several provisions, including: an extension of the payroll tax reduction, unemployment benefit continuation and program improvement, Medicare extensions and other health provisions, and extension of the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program.

On 7 March 2012, the Internal Revenue Service announced a tax relief for the unemployed.
 The initiative is intended to help struggling tax payers, and will provide relief of failure-to-pay penalties, and extend instalment agreements to more people. 

Analyst Julia Hein

United States: +1

On 2 June 2011, the Obama Administration released regulations intended to protect students from ineffective college programs.
 The regulations, which will be rolled out incrementally over a four-year period, require career colleges to better prepare students for profitable employment, or risk losing federal student aid. 

On 22 September 2011, the U.S. Department of Education awarded $12.8 million to teacher training programs under the Transition to Teaching Program.
 The program aims to provide teaching certificates to mid-career professionals and recent graduates who do not possess teaching degrees, however posses desirable life experience and interest that would be well suited for teaching. 

On 26 September 2011, the U.S. Department of Education announced $500 million in grants that would go to community colleges around the U.S. to develop targeted programs for workers that are changing careers due to economic dislocation.
 The programs will be developed in partnership between community colleges and employers to provide stable jobs that meet the specific needs of local industries.

On 30 September 2011, the U.S. Department of Education announced that 12 colleges and universities with a large minority student population will receive $2,898,578 in grants toward education in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM).
 The grants are intended to prepare minority students for high-demand STEM-related careers, critical to building a competitive economy. 

Extended Compliance:  +1

On 19 March 2012, HR University and the Chief Human Capital Officers Council hosted a mentoring event that brought together federal HR executives and managers.
 The event facilitated dialogue on leadership building, and gave mentees the opportunity to interact and get advice from federal government leaders.

On 18 April 2012, the U.S. Departments of Education and Agriculture signed an interagency agreement to promote agriculture education and related programs at the postsecondary level. Agriculture supports 1 in 12 jobs across the U.S., and therefore central to American prosperity.

On 27 April 2012, the U.S. Department of Education announced 14 grants worth $3.1 million to encourage long-term improvement in engineering and science education at institutions that are composed predominately of minorities. The grants are intended to expand American scientific and technological capacity.

The United States maintained its score of +1.

Analyst Julia Hein

United States: +1

The United States fully complied with the commitment to support the development of employable skills to match market demands. 

On 24 February 2011, Higher Education for Development announced a partnership with various U.S. government departments to support entrepreneurship training in the broader Middle East and North Africa.
 The entrepreneurship grant will create partnerships between U.S. community colleges and technical and vocational training facilities within the Middle East and North African regions to help expand job opportunities in these regions. 

On 7 March 2011, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and Higher Education for Development announced a three-year Job Opportunity for Business Start-Up (JOBS) initiative aimed at creating advanced economic development through entrepreneurship in the Eastern Caribbean.
 The JOBS initiative will facilitate a strong entrepreneurial foundation for graduates, bringing support to the business communities. 

The United States fully complied with the commitment to develop skills for market demands and received a score of +1. 

Extended Compliance: +1

On 20 March 2012, USAID and the Rotary Club of Guatemala launched the Youth Employability Project. The project will work with the Guatemalan Institute for Technical Training to provide job skills training for 300 youths from high-crime communities.
 

In Iraq, USAID supports business training via Small Business Development Centers (SBDC), to assist and support Iraqi entrepreneurs. The USAID-Tijara Provincial Economic Growth Program, is a network of 17 SBDCs and provides training that emphasizes vocational skills, English literacy, computer and accounting proficiency. The program is under the auspices of the Strategic Framework Agreement, to support private sector development and economic growth in Iraq. SBDCs in nine provinces sponsored market assessment conferences that brought together local government and private business leaders to discuss investment opportunities and constraints to future business growth. SBDCs also play a vital role in communicating the concerns of small and medium enterprises to government regulators and policy makers.

The USAID-Tijara Provincial Economic Growth Program is an ogoing project funded with USD 12 million from the U.S. Ambassador’s Targeted Development Program. The program offers young Iraqi’s, 18-35 years old entrepreneurial business skills, entrepreneurial opportunities and the chance to qualify for loans to start their own businesses. Since the start of the program, loans valued at USD 3,625,100 have enabled 1,045 young entrepreneurs to build businesses that employ 2,220 Iraqis 1,222 people have been trained in the apprentice training program and 690 participants have been placed in 3 month apprenticeships with local companies. An additional 1,300 young Iraqis will complete similar training by the end of June 2012, and over USD 4.45 million more was budgeted to loan to young entrepreneurs. In all, over 3,800 individuals have benefited from the Tijara program thus far. The Iraqi Youth Initiative reflects U.S.-Iraqi cooperation under the Strategic Framework Agreement to support private sector development and economic growth in Iraq.
 

Analyst Julia Kulik and Zaria Shaw

United States: 0

The United States government actively pursued policies that support national development strategies in developing countries, which prioritize education, training and skills development. The U.S government did not attend the G20 Training Strategy Knowledge-Sharing Working Group on Skills for Employment. Thus, the United States was awarded a score of 0.

In United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Foreign Assistance for Afghanistan Post Performance Management Plan (PMP) 2011-2015, it indentifies how U.S assistance is aligned with Afghanistan’s development priorities in the Afghan National Development Strategy (ANDS). Quality education has been identified in the ANDS as the third priority development area. Within this priority, the ANDS works to improve basic education, higher education, adult literacy, employment skills and youth development through improvements in learning materials, schools and teacher professional development. The US government identified three intermediate results that it is committed to achieving. The first, to strengthen capacity to delivery education services at the national provincial and district level, the second to see quality basic education expanded and the third to increase the employability of Afghan youth and adults. The budget forecasts for USAID’s strategy in Afghanistan in between the fiscal years 2012-2015 have not been identified but the PMP claims that there is a high degree of confidence that USAID, the US Congress and the Department of State will sustain the resources necessary to achieve the intended results.
 

The United States partially complied with the commitment by supporting national skills development strategies but not supporting the development of internationally comparable skills indicators. 

Extended Compliance: 0

The USAID assistance in Zambia directly aligns with the Government of the Republic of Zambia’s (GRZ) Sixth National Development Plan (SNDP). The SNDP contains three main objectives, one of which is to improve human capital. The SNDP identifies education and skills development as two of the five sectors essential to diversify and strengthen Zambia’s economy.
 

In March of 2012, USAID announced its in Country Development Cooperation Strategy (CDCS) 2011-2015 for Ethiopia that it would its targets with the Government of Ethiopia’s five year Growth and Transformation Plan (GTP). The third development objective of the CDCS is education, which links improvements in early grade reading achievements and workforce skills of youth to increased education levels and employability of the population. USAID funding for education will continue to increase for the next two to three years, but no specific dollar figure could be identified.

Analyst Julia Kulik and Julia Hein

European Union: 0

On 1 July 2011, Business Europe published “the case for labour market reforms” which reported that the European Union reforms have helped some member states to weather the crisis successfully and make the most of the recovery. However, there is still a need to improve on the policies that will create growth and jobs, by upgrading and updating skills to meet demands of the labour market.

The publication of the European Commission concerning the “Labour Markets Developments in Europe, 2011” reported that in 2010 the EU labour markets lagged behind while economic growth was resuming, but there were signs of an incipient employment recovery. Also, headcount employment started rising in late 2010 as soon as growth of working hours was leveling off, and is expected to gain momentum in 2011 and 2012. In addition, the report showed that the 2011 Commission Annual Growth Survey includes a series of priorities for reform in EU that concern labour markets: wage developments consistent with the rebalancing and adjustment needs of the economy; tax and benefits systems that ensure that works pay off; unemployment benefit systems and activation policies that reward the unemployment go back to work; employment protection systems aimed at balancing security with flexibility.

The European Commission has published the first Annual Growth Survey (AGS) under the new European Semester. the Commission chose 10 priority actions, as part of an integrated approach to recovery encompassing three main areas, where the Labour market reforms for higher employment was one of them.

The European Union implemented and reported on labour market reforms, but is twas unclear whether or not the reforms specifically targeted vulnerable populations and therefore the European Union was awarded a score of partial compliance.

Extended Compliance: 0

Reforming the labour market has been considered the most critical part of EU reforms. The European heads of state focussed the 30 January 2012 summit meeting on strategies to reduce unemployment.

On 23 March 2012, CBC News published an article stating that the Government of Italy passed labour market reforms, which the Italian government premier Mario Monti's approved a long-awaited package of labour reforms. The reforms were sought by the European Union, and it predicted that the reforms would encourage growth, create stable jobs and help businesses become more competitive.

The European Union continued to implement internal reforms to improve benefits schemes to increase labour market participation, however, there was no attention to targeting vulnerable populations in the reforms and therefore, the European Union was awarded 0.

Analyst Angela Zhang

European Union: 0

The European Union partially complied with its commitment to reform or augment education and training programs, for the purposes of increasing quality employment.  

Although each EU Member State is responsible for the organisation and content of its education and training systems, the European Commission supports national efforts in a number of ways. It gathers and shares information and analysis and encourages the exchange of good policy practices.   As well, it invests financial and other resources in programs that encourage cooperation among educational institutions in Europe as well as transnational mobility.  

In December 2010 participants of the Copenhagen Process
 met in Belgium to agree on common objectives in vocational training for 2011-2020 as well as to agree on an action plan for the first years with concrete measures at national level and support at European level. The package of objectives and actions that arose from the meeting is known as the Bruges Communiqué. 

On June 17 2011 the Council of the European Union issued its conclusions on promoting youth employment to achieve the Europe 2020 objectives.  Among its suggestions, the Council invited the member states to “consider, where appropriate and necessary, the implementation of reforms to improve the quality of education and training systems as well as recognising other than formal education in order to be able to reduce mismatches between skills and labour-market needs. ”  Furthermore, it proposed the EU countries “take the necessary measures in order to facilitate and speed up labour market transitions of young people, inter alia by further strengthening vocational education and training, including apprenticeships, as well as other work experience schemes and voluntary work.”   The Concil also offered financial support by encouraging the member states to “exploit the full potential of EU funds, especially the European Social Fund, while implementing the most suitable policies for youth.” 
  

On October 25 2011 the European Expert Network on Economics of Education (EENEE) launched an up to date research and information website on the economics of education, tailor-made to the needs of busy policymakers.  EENEE is an EU think tank sponsored by European Commission’s Directorate-General of Education and Culture which supports reforms and identification of investment priorities in the area of education and training.

Partly because the EU does not have full jurisdiction in this area, these actions are all limited to discussions, plans, suggestions, or intentions to promote education and training. However, these and other actions could feasibly be realized at the EU level. 

Therefore, the EU received a score of 0 for these ideas and works in progress. 

Extended Compliance: 0

On November 24 2011 the Commission adopted the 2012 Annual Growth Survey (AGS). The survey sets out the EU’s priorities for the coming 12 months in terms of economic and budgetary policies and reforms needed to boost growth and employment under the Europe 2020 strategy.  The survey showed that Member States have not done enough to enact the measures they have committed to at EU level.  With a view to tackling unemployment and the social consequences of the crisis, the AGS gave a key role to education and training and advised Member States to focus in particular on young people. 

On November 28 2011 the Education Council of the EU adopted a Resolution on a renewed European Agenda for Adult Learning.  The document consolidates policy in the field of adult learning under the four strategic objectives of Education and Training 2020 ("ET 2020"), the framework for European cooperation in that area.  The new Agenda emphasises autonomy of the learner but also responsibility for his/her learning pathway and outcomes; learning later in life to promote active, autonomous and healthy ageing among seniors and using their knowledge and experience for the benefit of society; greater access to higher education for adults; developing new skills necessary for active participation in modern society and designation of national coordinators to facilitate cooperation with the European Commission and effective liaison with multiple stakeholders in each country.

On December 6 2011 a new proposal was issued called the Marie Curie Actions, under the Research and Innovation programme "Horizon 2020". The objective of the Actions is to support career development and training of researchers through worldwide mobility and skills development.  The Marie Curie Actions have a proposed budget of €5.7 billion. In the future, the program will intensify collaboration between universities, research institutions ,enterprises, including SMEs and all socio-economic actors.  

On December 20 2011, the European Commission adopted the draft Joint Report of the Council and the Commission "Education and Training in a smart, sustainable and inclusive Europe", on the implementation of the Strategic Framework for European Cooperation in education and training ("ET2020").  The report summarises the actions and developments during the 2009-2011 cycle of implementing "ET2020" and suggests priority areas for European policy cooperation for the next cycle 2012-14.  It puts emphasis in particular on how cooperation in education and training can support reaching the objectives of the "Europe 2020" strategy.  The Commission suggested the following areas to be confirmed as priorities for European cooperation during the next cycle: need for smart investment, targets on early school leaving and tertiary education, unemployment in youth and low-skilled adults, lifelong learning, transnational mobility and improvements in Europe's skills base.

The EU continues to release plans and recommendations on education and training. Its score remains a 0.

Analyst Chris Sungjin Kim

European Union: +1

The EU supported higher education and thus skills development through incentive and facilitation of access. 

The European Commission’s Lifelong Learning Programme funds provide a range of education and training opportunities and includes four sub-programs: Comenius for schools; Erasmus for higher education; Leonardo

HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/education/lifelong-learning-programme/ldv_en.htm" 
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HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/education/lifelong-learning-programme/ldv_en.htm"Vinci for vocational education and training’ and Grundtvig for adult education.

Through the Erasmus Mundus program, the EU seeks to enhance the quality in higher education through scholarships and academic cooperation.
 It thus provides funding for higher education student and staff exchanges and visits between European universities and universities from partner countries. Between 2004 and 2011, the countries with the most scholarship recipients in descending order were: India, China, Brazil, Ethiopia, and Russia.
 The Erasmus Mundas Quality Assurance for International Higher Education Courses (EMQA) further provides resources for any international course – Master, Doctoral, Professional, or Commercial – to help review their own quality “against a structured set of quality components drawn from Higher Education across the European Union”.
 

The Tempus Program is a complementary initiative to the Erasmus Mundus program, providing funding for Joint Projects between higher education institutions in the EU and partner countries to develop, modernise and disseminate new curricula, teaching methods or materials, and boost quality assurance and management of higher education institutions.
 The program also funds Structural Measures that work towards developing and reforming higher education institutions and systems in partner countries. In December 2010, the European Commission called for proposals for Joint Projects and Structural Measures under the Tempus Program.
 Projects evaluated will be subject to criterion, which not only includes quality of partnership but of sustainability, placing emphasis on long-lasting effects that go beyond the life cycle of the project.
 

In 2011, the EU published its report on EU development cooperation for 2010. In its report on sector budget support for developing countries, an initiative for the promotion of basic life skills for youth and adults was supported in Morocco. The EU supported Morocco’s national strategy for literacy and non formal education through the disbursement of EUR10 million.
 It further indicated a number of ongoing national skill-supporting programs. In Kyrgyzstan the EU has been providing technical assistance to the ministry of education to redesign the national education system, has targeted professional schools to facilitate students to acquire new skills in line with the needs of the local job market. In Turkmenistan, the EU has been providing technical assistance to the ministry of education to modernise the education system specifically focussed on general secondary education.
 

There was further mention of sustained EU dialogue with central Asia through the central Asia education platform.

The EU supported the development of skills for employment for market demand and therefore was awarded a score of +1. 
Extended Compliance: +1

On 8 November 2011, at a Pledging Conference in Copenhagen the EU announced new funding for the Global Partnership for Education (GPE), to improve basic education in over 46 developing countries. The EU's new commitment will provide EUR31.8 million to the GPE Fund between 2011 and 2013. Prior to the conference, European Commissioner Andris Piebalgs stated, "Now we need to concentrate on improving the quality of that education, therefore I proposed to spend at least 20% of aid on human development and social inclusion. This will also benefit the Global Partnership for Education in these efforts."

The European Union continued to comply with the commitment and therefore was awarded a score of +1 in the extended compliance period. 

Analyst Vy Nguyen
European Union: 0

The European Union did not attend the ILO May 2011 conference on “Knowledge-Sharing Workshop on Skills for Employment: Good Practices and Effective Institutions to Bridge Education, Training and Decent Work” but did support the enhancement of national strategies for skills development. 
In 2011, the EU published its report on EU development cooperation for 2010. In its report on sector budget support for developing countries, an initiative for the promotion of basic life skills for youth and adults was supported in Morocco. The EU supported the national strategy for literacy and non formal education through the disbursement of €10 million.
 
In the report the European Union indicated a number of ongoing national skill-supporting programs specifically in Kyrgyzstan, where the EU provided technical assistance to the ministry of education to redesign the national education system with another programme targeted to professional schools, allowing students to acquire new skills in line with the needs of the local job market. In Turkmenistan, the EU provided technical assistance to the ministry of education to modernise the education system, with as special focus on general secondary education.
 

There was further mention of sustained EU dialogue with central Asia through the central Asia education platform.

The EU pursued supporting the enhancement of national training strategies for skills development but has not however supported comparable international skills indicators and was awarded a score of 0.

Extended Compliance: 0 

No evidence was found for the extended compliance time period and therefore the European Union partially complied with its commitment. 

Analyst Vy Nguyen
Trade

2010-112: [We will]: Improve the access and availability to trade with advanced economies and between developing and LICs. 
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	Positive Measures
	Negative Measures

	
	1st period
	2nd period
	Sum
	1st period
	2nd period
	Sum

	Argentina
	1
	1
	2
	28
	9
	37

	Australia
	0
	1
	1
	2
	0
	2

	Brazil
	15
	1
	16
	13
	0
	13

	Canada
	0
	2
	2
	3
	1
	4

	China
	9
	8
	17
	14
	0
	14

	France
	6
	1
	7
	7
	0
	7

	Germany
	6
	2
	8
	5
	0
	5

	India
	18
	2
	20
	7
	3
	10

	Indonesia
	3
	0
	3
	10
	5
	15

	Italy
	6
	1
	7
	7
	2
	9

	Japan
	0
	0
	0
	5
	0
	5

	Republic of Korea
	7
	0
	7
	2
	0
	2

	Mexico
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Russia
	26
	6
	32
	45
	20
	65

	Saudi Arabia
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1

	South Africa
	8
	3
	11
	4
	0
	4

	Turkey
	2
	0
	2
	3
	1
	4

	United Kingdom
	9
	1
	10
	11
	0
	11

	United States 
	5
	3
	8
	3
	0
	3

	European Union
	6
	1
	7
	5
	0
	5


Analyst Vy Nguyen

Background

Since the elevation of the G20 to the leader’s level in 2008, the leaders have committed to a variety of trade and trade-related commitments. At the 2008 Washington Summit they committed to “refrain from raising new barriers to investment or to trade in goods and services.”
  The commitment was reiterated at both the London and Pittsburgh Summits. Similarly the G20 leaders have consistently supported the Doha Declaration at the above mentioned summits.  At the 2010 Toronto Summit they asked that “the OECD, the ILO, World Bank, and the WTO to report on the benefits of trade liberalization for employment and growth at the Seoul Summit.” The Seoul Summit communiqué confirmed that trade liberalization was a G20 approach for sustained and global growth. 

Commitment Features

Trade was included as one of the nine pillars to resolve the most significant bottlenecks hindering inclusive, sustainable and resilient growth. This commitment is thus meant to enable developing and LICs to have greater access and availability to trade with advanced countries, as well as amongst other developing and LICs. Access and availability should be interpreted to mean that there is either a reduction in barriers to trade, or an increase in the country’s capacity to engage in trade.

In this context, “we will improve” is taken to mean a concrete change in the access or availability of trade. Therefore, discussions or announcements on planned actions do not constitute full compliance, but are considered partial compliance or a work in progress.

Compliance requires member countries to build capacity or remove barriers vis-a-vis a developing country or LIC. Therefore, actions which promote trade amongst G20 members or amongst advanced economies are not included. 

For full compliance, the G20 member must improve the access and availability of trade between G20 member countries and developing countries, AND between developing countries. The first part of this commitment is based on the information from Global Trade Alert. Global Trade Alert documents positive and negative actions, and the countries affected. Compliance was achieved when positive actions outweighed negative actions. The second part of the commitment is based on actions undertaken by the G20 country intended to help developing countries improve trade amongst themselves. 

Scoring Rubric:

	Score
	Description

	-1
	Member country did not improve the access and availability of trade between itself and developing countries AND directly between developing countries. 

	0
	Member country completed actions that improved the access and availability of trade between itself and developing countries OR directly between developing countries, but not both. 

	+1
	Member country completed actions that improved the access and availability of trade between itself and developing countries, AND directly between developing countries. 


Analysis:

Argentina: -1

Positive Measures during the first compliance period

	Date of Inception
	Affected Developing Countries

	#
	Trade-Affecting Measures

	July 25, 2011

**Not implemented as of July 26, 2011
	Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam
	3
	2611: Antidumping investigation on certain imports of air conditioning machines originating in Korea, Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam terminated



Total number of positive measures: 


1



Total number of developing countries affected: 

3

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
3

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Date of Inception
	Affected Developing Countries
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measures

	December 3, 2010
	Colombia
	1
	1969: Reference prices for drinking glasses


	December 10, 2010
	Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam
	5
	1966: Reference prices for galvanic anodes


	December 14, 2010
	Uruguay
	1
	2127: Reference prices on imports of “Long pile” fabrics


	December 15, 2010
	Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam
	6
	1997: Reference prices on certain knitted cotton fabrics


	December 15, 2010
	Ecuador, Malaysia, Pakistan, Paraguay, Philippines, Thailand, Uruguay, Vietnam
	8
	1998: Reference prices on pottery dinner sets
 

	December 17, 2010
	Algeria, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Chile, Colombia, Cote d’Ivoire, Jordan, Lebanon, Macedonia, Nigeria, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Ukraine, Uruguay
	14
	1996: Temporary export quota for fish


	February 4, 2011
	Philippines, Thailand
	2
	2091: Reference prices on imports of spectacle lenses of glass and other materials


	February 9, 2011
	Chile, Costa Rica, Thailand
	2
	2100: Reference prices on imports of articles of vulcanized rubber
 

	February 9, 2011
	Peru
	1
	2105: Reference prices on imports of slide fasteners and parts
 

	February 17, 2011
	Malaysia, Thailand
	2
	2107: Reference prices on imports of gloves, mittens and mitts


	February 21, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2832: Additional requirement for foreign reinsurance companies


	March 3, 2011
	Israel, Thailand
	2
	2152: Reference prices on imports of ceratin electrical machines and apparatus from China and other Asian countries


	March 3, 2011
	Ukraine
	1
	2206: Reference prices on imports of natural honey from several countries


	March 11, 2011
	Chile, Thailand
	2
	2207: Reference prices on imports of water and juice dispensing equipment


	March 14, 2011
	Chile
	1
	2208: Reference prices on imports of apples and pears


	March 21, 2011
	Uruguay
	1
	3201: Introduction of non-automatic import licensing for cars and other motor vehicles


	March 28, 2011
	Malaysia, Uruguay
	2
	2205: Reference prices on certain glass fibers


	April 18, 2011
	Bangladesh, Cambodia, Peru, Uruguay
	3
	2325: Reference prices on imports of certain sweaters and vests from Asian and Latin American countries


	May 3, 2011
	Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Israel, Malaysia, Morocco, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, Thailand, Tunisia, Ukraine, Uruguay, Venezuela
	22
	2638: Extension of its import-export-balance policy to the pharmaceutical industry


	May 10, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2367: Import ban on used garments


	May 16, 2011
	Chile
	1
	2357: Reference prices on imports of woven fabrics of acrylic or modacrylic staple fibers from certain Asian countries


	May 16, 2011
	Chile, Uruguay
	2
	2359: Reference prices on imports of paper and paperboard in rolls and sheets from diverse countries


	June 9, 2011
	Algeria, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Paraguay, Peru, United Arab Emirates
	7
	3116: Update of list of criterion values


	June 24, 2011
	Bangladesh, Bolivia, Cambodia, Chile, Colombia, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Israel, Jordan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Myanmar, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Syrian Arab Republic, United Arab Emirates, Uruguay, Venezuela, Vietnam
	22
	2612: Update of reference prices on certain imports of “yerba mate” 


	July 4, 2011
	Egypt, Peru
	2
	2517: Reference prices on imports of certain type of cotton yarn and woven fabrics from diverse countries
 

	July 4, 2011
	Philippines, Thailand
	2
	2528: Reference prices on imports of certain type of electric apparatus for burglar protection from diverse countries


	July 4, 2011
	Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam
	5
	2529: Reference prices on imports of certain type of frames and mountings for spectacles, corrective spectacles, and sunglasses from various Asian countries


	July 7, 2011
	Chile, Philippines, Thailand, Uruguay, Venezuela, Vietnam
	6
	2628: Import-export-Balance policy in the automotive industry


	July 14, 2011

**Not implemented as of July 31, 2011
	Uruguay
	1
	2621: Export quota on certain species of fish


	July 22, 2011
	Chile, Paraguay
	2
	2623: Reference prices on imports of certain plates, sheets, film, strip of polymers of vinyl chloride and polyurethanes originating in various countries


	July 28, 2011
	Israel, Malaysia, Thailand
	3
	2616: Reference prices on imports of certain type of synthetic and artificial filament yarn of polyester from diverse Asian countries


	July 28, 2011
	Chile
	1
	2617: Reference prices on imports of dyed woven fabrics of synthetic filament yarn from certain Asian countries


	July 28, 2011
	Chile, Thailand
	2
	2618: Reference prices on imports of certain type of transmission belts from certain Asian countries


	July 29, 2011
	Chile, Paraguay
	2
	2624: Reference prices on imports of plates, sheets, film, foil and strip of polymers of styrene and polyurethanes from certain Latin American and Asian countries


	July 29, 2011
	Malaysia, Vietnam
	2
	2625: Reference prices on imports of toys, games, playing cards, Christmas trees and balloons from certain Asian countries


	July 30, 2011
	Bangladesh, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Guatemala, Israel, Jordan, Malaysia, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tunisia, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, Uruguay, Vietnam
	26
	2639: Import-export “1 to 1” policy extended to refrigerators, washing machines, cookers and toys


	August 4, 2011
	Philippines, Thailand
	2
	2636: Provisional reference prices on imports of certain spectacle lenses of glass and other materials originating in various Asian countries


	August 31, 2011
	Chile, Philippines, Thailand, Uruguay, Venezuela, Vietnam
	6
	2709: Reference prices on imports of certain type of parts and accessories for motor vehicles


	September 1, 2011
	Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Uruguay
	5
	2710: Reference prices on imports of certain type of plates, sheets, film, foil and strip, of plastic


	September 2, 2011
	Thailand, Venezuela
	2
	2711: Reference prices on imports of certain articles of iron or steel from China, and other Asian countries


	September 8, 2011
	Malaysia
	1
	2712: Determination of circumvention of antidumping duties applied to certain type of footwear from China


	September 12, 2011
	Thailand
	1
	2713: Reference prices on imports of poly (ethylene terephthalate) from China, and other Asian countries


	September 30, 2011
	Malaysia
	1
	2737: Reference prices on imports of certain type of cone tapered roller bearings
 

	September 30, 2011
	Israel, Malaysia, Thailand
	3
	2738: Reference prices on imports of certain type of textured yarn of nylon


	October 1, 2011
	Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand
	3
	3122: Creation of new tariff lines with import tariff of 18% on air-conditioning machines


	October 12, 2011
	Pakistan, Paraguay
	2
	2791: Reference prices on imports of certain type of woven fabrics of cotton



	October 14, 2011
	Thailand
	1
	2800: Reference prices on imports of certain type of tube or pipe fittings


	October 20, 2011
	Chile, Uruguay
	2
	2843: Reference prices on imports of certain type of welded tubes or pipes



Total number of negative measures: 


28

Total number of developing countries affected: 

187

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
38

As there were more negative than positive actions, Argentina did not complied with the first part of the commitment.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of the commitment, Argentina did not demonstrate any compliance with SDC commitment 112, to improve the access and availability of trade opportunities for developing countries.

Argentinean international development projects trend heavily towards the fields of agricultural development
 and environmental protection
, and did not focus on economic or social issues.

Analyst Misha Potrykus

Extended Compliance: -1

Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

	Date of Inception
	Affected Developing Countries
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measures

	January 1, 2012


	Paraguay, Uruguay
	2
	1682: Elimination of double taxation on imports and unified customs code



Total number of positive measures: 


1


Total number of developing countries affected: 

2

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
2

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period

	Date of Inception
	Affected Developing Countries
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measures

	February 9, 2012
	Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam
	5
	3052: Reference prices on imports of certain filament yarn of polypropylene


	February 9, 2012
	Chile, Colombia, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Ecuador, Malaysia, Pakistan, Paraguay, Philippines, Thailand, Uruguay, Vietnam
	11
	3053: Reference prices on imports of rubber balloons


	March 14, 2012
	Belarus, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Egypt, Israel, Malaysia, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Thailand, Uruguay, Venezuela, Vietnam
	15
	3115: Non-automatic import-licensing requirement for specific motor cars and other motor vehicles


	March 15, 2012
	Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam
	3
	3120: Temporary increase of common tariff applied rates


	April 1, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3113: Establishment of an affidavit on services


	April 10, 2012
*Not implemented as of July 7, 2012
	Vietnam
	1
	3145: Reference prices on imports of certain types of yarn of artificial staple fibers from diverse countries


	April 11, 2012

	Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Ecuador, Malaysia, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Thailand, Uruguay, Venezuela, Vietnam
	14
	3147: Reference prices on imports of certain type of tableware, kitchenware, household articles, and hygienic or toilet articles, of plastics


	April 11, 2012
	Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam
	6
	3148: Reference prices on imports of certain type of articles of plastics


	April 26, 2012
	Israel, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines, Thailand, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, Vietnam
	8
	3213: Reference prices on imports of certain type of articles of cermets



Total number of negative measures: 


9

Total number of developing countries affected: 
63


Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
18

As there were more negative than positive actions, Argentina did not comply with the commitment.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

Australia: 0

Positive Measures during the first compliance period

Total number of positive measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	October 11, 2011
	Thailand
	1
	3371: Antidumping duty against pineapples from Thailand


	October 17, 2011
	Thailand
	1
	1676: Antidumping duties on imports of certain clear float glass


	March 22, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	 
	3188: State subsidy for Holden



Total number of negative measures: 



2



Total number of developing countries affected: 


2

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:

1

As there were more negative than positive actions, Australia did not comply with this first part of the commitment.
Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, Australia complied with its commitment to improve the access and availability of trade for low-income countries and between developing and LICs. 

On 20 July 2011, in conjunction with the 18-19 July 2011 Third Global Review of Trade Related Development Assistance, Australian Foreign Affairs Minister Kevin Rudd and Trade Minister Craig Emerson announced an AUD 2 million contribution to the World Trade Organization’s Enhanced Integration Framework. The program assists 47 low-income to become active in world trade. 

On 27 January 2011, Australian Foreign Minister Paul Rudd, in a speech to the African Union Executive Council, referenced the AUD 20 billion dollars that Australian companies invested in Africa’s mining industry. He also expressed willingness to help Africa manage this industry through legislation and regulation that would increase foreign investment.
 On 31 August 2011, Western Australian Federal Minister Gary Gray announced that Australia would host over 200 officials from 24 African countries in August 2011 exchange information about Australia’s mining experience. This program designed to assist African countries in developing the natural resource industries, to create more opportunities for foreign investment and to create more opportunities for trade between African countries and Australia.

On 21 February 2011 Trade Minister Craig Emerson announced Austrade's Mongolian Mining Projects Report 2011, which outlines investment opportunities for Australian businesses in Mongolia’s resource sector.

Thus, Australia fully complied with the second part of the commitment by engaging with international organizations to fund programs to promote trade in low-income countries as well as promoting trade between African countries and Australia. 

Analyst Kathleen Broschuk

Extended Compliance: +1

Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	July 1, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3494: New visa rule for wealthy people



Total number of positive measures: 


1

Total number of developing countries affected: 

n/a

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
n/a

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period

Total number of positive measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

As there were more positive than negative actions, Australia complied with the first part. While taking into account the sum of Australia’s negative trade-affecting measures in the first compliance period and the extended, Australia fully complied as it did not introduce any negative trade-affecting measures during this compliance period.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, Australia fully complied.

On 12 November 2011, at the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation, the Australian Parliamentary Secretary for Pacific Island Affairs, Richard Marles, announced Australia’s support for the Infrastructure for Growth Campaign to increase interregional economic connections throughout South Asia and improve trade.
 

At the World Trade Organization Ministers Conference, 15-17 December 2011, Australia announced funding for three WTO development programs: the Doha Development Agenda Global Trust Fund (AUD 8 million), International Trade Centre (AUD 3 million) and the Enhanced Integrated Framework (AUD 3 million). The donations to the Doha Development Agenda Global Trust Fund and the International Trade Centre will help low income countries develop the technical skills to participate in WTO negotiations effectively. The donation to the Enhanced Integrated Framework will help low income countries integrate into the global economy using sustainable trading methods.
 Also, in conjunction with the WTO Conference, Prime Minister Julia Gillard pledged to keep Australia’s markets available for low-income countries by abstaining from tariffs and quotas.

On 14 December 2011 Australian Trade Minister Dr. Craig Emerson issued a joint statement with the government of Vietnam in which Australia pledged to help Vietnam increase its capacity to trade by opening its markets and to increase trade between the two countries.

Analyst Kathleen Broschuk

Brazil: 0

Positive Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	November 18, 2010
	Bangladesh
	1
	1957: Tariff reduction for jute and retreaded pneumatic tyres of a kind used on motor cars


	December 9, 2010
	Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam
	4
	1989: Temporary import tariff reduction for other parts suitable for use with the transmission apparatus for radio-broadcasting or television, and monitors or projectors


	December 15, 2010
	Israel, Malaysia, Morocco, Philippines, Thailand, Ukraine, Vietnam
	6
	2000: Temporary tariff reduction on 23 IT equipment


	December 21, 2010
	Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Israel, Malaysia, Morocco, Pakistan, Philippines, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, Venezuela, Vietnam
	18
	2001: Temporary import tariff reduction on 542 capital goods


	December 28, 2010
	Colombia, Ukraine, Venezuela
	3
	2015: Temporary tariff reduction for products of the tariff lines 3206.11.19, 8525.21.00 and 8547.10.00


	December 28, 2010
	Colombia, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Venezuela
	3
	2016: Temporary tariff reduction for flat-rolled products of iron/nonalloy steel, of a width of 600mm/more, clad/plated/coated


	February 16, 2011
	Israel, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, Ukraine, Vietnam
	6
	2116: Temporary tariff reduction on certain telecom, IT, and integrated systems goods


	February 17, 2011
	Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Israel, Malaysia, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Uruguay, Venezuela, Vietnam
	16
	2117: Temporary tariff reduciton on certain capital and integrated systems goods


	March 16, 2011
	Chile, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Israel, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Vietnam
	8
	2212: Temporary tariff reduction on certain telecommunications, IT, and capital goods


	May 6, 2011
	Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Israel, Malaysia, Morocco, Pakistan, Paraguay, Philippines, Thailand, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, Vietnam
	16
	2345: Temporary tariff reduction on certain telecommunications, IT, and capital goods


	June 14, 2011 **Duration of 3 months
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3205: Temporary import tariff reduction for mixed alkylbenzenes


	June 21, 2011
	Ukraine
	1
	3206: Temporary import tariff reduction for titanium oxides


	August 10, 2011
	Chile, Costa Rica, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Israel, Malaysia, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Thailand, Tunisia, Ukraine, Venezuela, Vietnam
	12
	2641: Temporary tariff reduction on certain telecommunications, IT, and capital goods


	August 30, 2011
	Chile, Uruguay
	2
	3208: Temporary import tariff reduction for paper products and flanges


	September 13, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2845: Cap on foreign direct investment in cable operations lifted



Total number of positive measures: 

15


Total number of developing countries affected: 
79


Total number of distinct developing countries affected: 21

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	December 14, 2010
	Chile, Colombia, Israel, Trinidad and Tobago, United Arab Emirates, Venezuela
	6
	1999: Temporary tariff increase for tools for pressing, stamping or punching nd for mould for metal (injection or compression types)


	December 28, 2010 **Not implemented as of July 8, 2012
	Malaysia
	1
	2013: Temporary tariff increase for some toys


	December 28, 2010
	Colombia, Ukraine, Venezuela
	3
	2014: Tariff increase for pigments & preparations based on titanium dioxide, containing 80%/more by weight of titanium dioxide calc. on the dry matter


	January 1, 2011
	Thailand
	1
	1988: Tariff increase for parts suitable for use with the engines of spark-ignition reciprocating or rotary internal combustion piston engines and compression-ignition internal combustion piston engines (diesel or semi-diesel)


	April 1, 2011
	Chile
	1
	2211: Amendment of MFN import duties applicable to certain types of fruit preparations


	April 1, 2011
	Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam
	3
	3120: Temporary increase of common tariff applied rates


	June 27, 2011
	Chile, Malaysia, Thailand, United Arab Emirates
	4
	3124: Creation of new tariff lines with an import tariff of 14% on caterpillars/crawlers


	August 2, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2693: "Brasil Maior" plan to advance competitiveness


	August 2, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	 
	3336: Introduction of "Buy Brazil" clause on government procurement


	September 16, 2011 **Duration of 16 months
	Thailand
	1
	2758: Temporary increase of internal taxes applicable to imported vehicles


	October 1, 2011
	Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand
	3
	3122: Creation of new tariff lines with import tariff of 18% on air-conditioning machines


	January 1, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	1682: Elimination of double taxation on imports and unified customs code


	February 14, 2012
	Paraguay, Uruguay
	2
	3107: Adoption of antidumping duties against blankets and traveling rugs, of synthetic fibers from Uruguay and Paraguay



Total number of negative measures: 


13

Total number of developing countries affected: 
22


Total number of distinct developing countries affected:  12


As there were more positive than negative actions, Brazil fully complied with this first part.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, Brazil did not take any actions to increase access and availability to trade with developing and LICs or between developing and LICs. 

Domestically in August 2011, the Brazilian government launched the Larger Brazil Program (Programa Brasil Maior), a series of measures to “promote investment and innovation, support trade, and protect national industries” from unfair competition.
 

In October 2011, President Dilma Rousseff toured Africa with the purpose to expand and strengthen trade for the purpose of development. 
 The administration of President Dilma Rousseff is “looking for new trade opportunities” with developing countries, with special emphasis in Mercosur and the “expanded South American space.”
 In October 2011, Brazil’s Foreign Minister revealed a series of measures to help promote trade. Some of the provisions included strengthening market research attending more ministry international trade fairs and to expand law offices abroad that deal with WTO dispute cases. 
 Brazil’s continued expansion and promotion of trade is deepeing south-south trade and aiding LIC’s in their development strategies. 
There was no indication that Brazil directly increased access and availability to trade between developing countries but did increase access and availability to trade with developing countries and therefore was awarded a score of partial compliance.
Analyst Jeffrey Neto

Extended Compliance: 0
Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	February 13, 2012
	Israel, Malaysia, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Thailand, Ukraine, Vietnam
	6
	3109: Temporary tariff reduction on certain telecommunications, IT, and capital goods



Total number of positive measures: 


1

Total number of developing countries affected: 

6

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
6

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period: 

Total number of negative measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

As there were more positive than negative actions, Brazil fully complied with this first part.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

From 21-25 November 2011, Brazilian trade delegation visited South Africa, Angola and Mozambique. The delegation, organized by the Brazilian Agency for the Promotion of Exports and Investment (Apex-Brasil), was led by Brazil’s Minister of Development, Industry and Foreign Trade, Fernando Pimentel. Apex-Brasil supports over 12,000 companies in 80 sectors of the Brazilian economy.

Brazil engaged in dialogue with developing countries to increase trade but did not increase trade between developing countries and therefore was awarded a score of partial compliance. 

Analyst Jeffrey Neto

Canada: -1

Positive Measures during the first compliance period

Total number of positive measures: 


0



Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	February 1, 2011
	Colombia, Iran, Morocco, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, United Arab Emirates
	7
	2104: Raised minimum salaries for foreign IT workers in British Colombia and Quebec


	April 1, 2011
	Colombia, Iran, Morocco, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, United Arab Emirates
	7
	2555: Changes to temporary foreign worker program


	July 1, 2011
	Colombia, Iran, Morocco, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, United Arab Emirates
	7
	2667: Cap on immigration applications for skilled workers



Total number of negative measures: 


3


Total number of developing countries affected: 

21

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
6

As there were more negative than positive actions, Canada did not comply with this first part.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, Canada did not increase access and availability to trade between developing and LICs. 

Canada entered into several free trade agreements with certain developing countries and LICs. On 27 January 2011 the governments of Canada and Morocco announced that the two countries would begin negotiations towards a free trade agreement.
 

On 24 June 2011 Canada and the members of Mercosur—Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay— announced that they are moving forward with exploratory discussions to enhance their trade relationship. This enhancement includes potential commercial opportunities for all parties. 

On 12 August 2011, Canada concluded negotiations for a Canada-Honduras free trade agreement. Canada declared its openness to re-engaging in free trade agreement negotiations with Guatemala, El Salvador, and Nicaragua at a future date.
 On 15 August 2011, the Canada-Colombia Free Trade Agreement (FTA), the Labour Cooperation Agreement and the Agreement on the Environment entered into force.

On 26 September 2011, Canada and Kuwait signed a Foreign Investment Promotion and Protection Agreement (FIPA). This bilateral agreement provides greater predictability and certainty for Canadian and Kuwaiti investors through the establishment of a framework of legally binding rights and obligations.
 
Canada did not facilitate trade between developing countries and therefore failed to comply with the second part of the commitment.
Analyst Sara Amini
Extended Compliance: 0

Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	December 7, 2011
**Not implemented as of July 9, 2012
	Bangladesh, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Israel, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Peru, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam
	14
	2958: Elimination of tariffs on 70 items


	February 21, 2012

**Not implemented as of July 9, 2012
	Colombia, Malaysia
	2
	3084: Possible removal of the customs duties on imports of palm oil flakes



Total number of positive measures: 


2


Total number of developing countries affected: 

16

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
14

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	January 1, 2011
	Algeria, Venezuela
	2
	3085: Possible removal of the customs duties on imports of oils and preparations



Total number of negative measures: 


1



Total number of developing countries affected: 

2

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
2

In the extended compliance period, Canada increased the positive actions and decreased the negative actions indicating full compliance with the first part of the commitment. 

On 8 November 2011, Canada and Costa Rica launched talks to expand the free trade agreement, which had entered into force in 2002. The expanded free trade agreement would deepen market access in services and government procurement. It would also cover e-commerce, telecommunications, investment and technical barriers to trade.

On 13 November 2011 during the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Leaders' Summit in Honolulu, Canada formally indicated its interest in joining the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) negotiations. The TPP is a multilateral free trade agreement that aims to further liberalise the economies of the Asia-Pacific region. The current TPP members are: Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Chile, Malaysia, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, the United States and Vietnam.
 

On 15 November 2011, Canada introduced legislation to implement the free trade agreements with Jordan and Panama. On implementation, the Canada-Jordan Economic Growth and Prosperity Act would eliminate tariffs on the vast majority of Canadian exports to Jordan. The implementation of the Canada-Panama Economic Growth and Prosperity Act would eliminate tariffs on over 99 percent of Canadian non-agriculture exports. 

Thus Canada was awarded a score of 0 for partial compliance with its commitment to improve access and availability of trade for developing countries or LICs as it did not facilitate an increase in access and availability for trade between developing and LICs.

Analyst Sara Amini
China: 0 

Positive Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	November 26, 2010
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2137: Foreign investment permitted to establish solely foreign-owned medical institutions in China


	January 1, 2011
	Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, Ukraine, Vietnam
	5
	2486: Import duty exemption for cartoon companies importing relevant cartoon industry products


	January 1, 2011
	Belarus, Chile, Israel, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, Tunisia, Ukraine, Vietnam
	9
	2557: Decrease of certain import tariffs


	January 22, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2149: Permission for certain qualified foreign institutions to make private equity investment


	January 27, 2011
	Israel, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines, Thailand, Ukraine, Vietnam
	7
	2038: Reduction of import tariffs on certain electronics


	March 20, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2733: Xinjiang delegates its approval authority over foreign investment to lower level


	July 1, 2011
	Bahrain, Colombia, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Egypt, Georgia, Ghana, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Myanmar, Namibia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Vietnam, Yemen, Zimbabwe
	27
	2463: Reduction of import tariffs on 33 commodities


	July 1, 2011
	Bahrain, Bangladesh, Colombia, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Egypt, Georgia, Ghana, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Myanmar, Namibia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Vietnam, Yemen, Zimbabwe
	28
	2685: Import tariff reduction for 33 products


	July 5, 2011
	Bangladesh, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Chile, Costa Rica, Croatia, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Honduras, Lesotho, Malaysia, Morocco, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tunisia, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, Vietnam
	21
	2684: Temporary duty free import of designated igh-tech products



Total number of positive measures: 


9

Total number of developing countries affected: 

90

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:  38

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	November 14, 2010
	Malaysia
	1
	2136: Final review determination of anti-dumping duty on monoethanolamine and diethanolamine


	November 15, 2010
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	1962: Housing purchasing by foreigners and overseas organizations will be strictly limited in China


	November 22, 2010
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2148: Administrations on foreign investment in real property will be further strengthened


	December 1, 2010
	Bangladesh, Cambodia, Chile, Colombia, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Egypt, Fiji, Ghana, Iran, Jordan, Kenya, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Vietnam
	24
	2101: Export tariff increase for fertilizers


	December 24, 2010
	Malaysia
	1
	0361: Final determination of antidumping duty imposed on methanol


	January 1, 2011
	Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand
	3
	2097: Export quota on rare earth for 2011, 2012


	January 1, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2151: Neodymium rare earth export tariff increase in 2011


	February 10, 2011
	Thailand, Vietnam
	2
	2037: Increase in minimum rice purchasing price


	March 5, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2498: A national security review system on M&A of local companies by foreign investors


	May 13, 2011
	Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Cayman Islands, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Egypt, Ethiopia, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kiribati, Kuwait, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Marshall Islands, Mongolia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Vietnam, Zimbabwe
	16
	2363: Export restriction on diesel


	June 9, 2011
	Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Jordan, Malaysia, Vietnam
	4
	3200: Coal export quota for 2011


	July 12, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2729: Shanghai bans foreign institutions from holding international educational exhibitions in Shanghai


	July 21, 2011 
**Not implemented as of July 8, 2012
	Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam
	3
	2827: Second batch of export quota on radix glycyrrhizae


	September 30, 2011
	Chile, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mongolia, Peru, Uruguay
	6
	2790: Import tariff quota on wool and woolen sliver for 2012



Total number of negative measures: 


14

Total number of developing countries affected: 

57

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
43

As there are more negative than positive actions, China has not complied with this first part.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, China fully complied with its commitment to improve the access and availability to trade between developing and LICs.

The China-Costa Rica Free Trade Agreement (FTA) entered into force on 1 August 2011. The agreement is the 10th FTA China has reached and executed. The China-Costa Rica FTA features wide coverage and a high degree of openness. Over 90 percent of goods traded between China and Costa Rica will enjoy zero tariffs on a stage-by-stage basis.

The 3rd China–Caribbean Economic and Trade Cooperation Forum was opened in the Port of Spain, the capital of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, on 12 September 2011. At the opening ceremony Vice Premier Wang Qishan announced on behalf of the Chinese government, six measures to strengthen cooperation with the Caribbean countries in the coming three years. Among them, China supports the expansion of export from the Caribbean countries to China, and encourages Caribbean enterprises to participate in major exhibitions to promote their products in China. China also encourages Chinese enterprises to participate in export exhibitions of the Caribbean countries, to expand purchase. Other goals include strengthening cooperation in inspection and quarantine of imports and exports, facilitating trade facilitation, and the promotion of cooperation and exchange between the chambers of commerce, associations and enterprises of the two sides.

At the four-party talks in Davos, Chinese Minister of Commerce Chen Deming, Indian Minister of Commerce & Industry Anand Sharma, Brazilian Foreign Minister Antonio Patriota, South African Minister of Trade and Industry Rob Davies exchanged in-depth views on enhancing coordination and communication between developing countries to jointly pushing forward the Doha Round Negotiations. The four trade ministers issued a statement, reiterating the commitment and stressing the balanced mandate emphasizing that no changes to the negotiations were necessary. The statement also called on the WTO members to strengthen cooperation to conclude the Doha Round Negotiations as soon as possible.
 

China’s increased integration in the global markets is indicated by the increase in foreign direct investment. According to Foreign Investment Bulletin, from January to November, 2011, the number of newly approved foreign-funded enterprises in China totalled 25,086, up by 3.23% year on year.
 In the same time period, Chinese investors made direct overseas investments in 3,003 enterprises in 130 countries and regions. Non-financial direct overseas investments amounted to US$ 50.01 billion, up by 5.2% year-on-year.
 The turnover of China's overseas contracted projects in the first 11 months of 2011 reached US$ 86.3 billion, up by 16.2% year-on-year; and the value of newly-signed contracts was US$ 114.12 billion, up by 3.5% year-on-year.

China partially complied with the commitment by supporting trade between developing countries via support for the Doha Declaration.
Analyst: Zhiying Zhang and Chris Sungjin Kim
Extended Compliance: +1
Positive Measures during the extended compliance period
	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Countries
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measures

	December 8, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3496: New rules on foreign-funded investment firms


	January 1, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2727: Beijing municipality will abolish the favorable treatment on foreign enterprises and individuals


	January 1, 2012
	Belarus, Chile, Israel, Jordan, Morocco, Tunisia, Uzbekistan, Vietnam
	8
	2792: Import tariff quota on fertilizers for 2012


	January 1, 2012
	Cuba, Guatemala, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand
	5
	2793: Import tariff quota on sugar for 2012


	January 1, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3251: Preferential treatment for importing some products for public popular science use


	January 1, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3254: Exemption of 13 administrative charges on small enterprises


	January 29, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	 
	3497: Clarification of the favorable import tax treatment to "encouraged" foreign-invested projects (FIPs)


	April 1, 2012
	Bangladesh, Israel, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam
	 7
	3136: Import tariff decrease for some commodities



Total number of positive measures: 


8


Total number of developing countries affected: 

18

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
14

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period

Total number of positive measures: 


0


Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

As there were more positive than negative actions, China complied with this first part. While taking into account China’s negative trade-affecting measures in the first compliance period, China is considered to have fully complied as it did not introduce any new negative trade-affecting measures during this compliance period, nor does the sum of its negative trade measures from both compliance periods outweigh those of the positives.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, China fully complied.

On 6 December 2011, the Second Sino-foreign Trade & Economic Exchange Conference, sponsored by the China Association of International Trade and supported by China Security & Surveillance Technology, Inc., was held at the China National Convention Center in Beijing. Over 300 representatives, including officials from relevant departments and foreign missions, purchasers and investors from over 60 countries, senior managers from local governments, financial and investment institutions, import and export companies, as well as enterprises contracting projects and providing labor service overseas, manufacture and farm produce processing industries, attended the conference.
 

At the 5th session of Congress of China Association of Enterprises with Foreign Investment (CAEFI) on November 28, 2011 Minister of Commerce Chen Deming stressed that China will promote the comprehensive and in-depth development of Sino-foreign investment cooperation in a more positive and active gesture. China will, in its 12th Five-Year Plan period (2011-2015), further promote industrial upgrading and restructuring, develop new channels for institutional and technological innovation, make its service sector more open to foreign market and optimize foreign investment environment
.

At the 14th ASEAN-China Summit on 18 November 2011 in Bali, Indonesia, Chinese Minister of Commerce Chen Deming signed, on behalf of the Chinese government, the Protocol on Enforcement of the Second Package of Specific Commitments under the Agreement of Trade in Services of the China-ASEAN Free Trade Area (ACFTA). The Protocol shall enter into force on 1 January 2012, and will enhance liberalization of ACFTA, further facilitate economic integration between China and ASEAN member states, and promote the mutually beneficial and win-win development of trade in services between the two sides.

China has been dedicated to providing financial and technological support to emerging economies. Chinese crude oil pipeline company SEAOP will assist Myanmar in implementing 25 socio-economic development projects in its pipeline project areas in the country's Rakhine state and Magway region.
 On 16 November 2011, Ethiopia and China signed an agreement on trade and economic cooperation at the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development (MoFED) in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
 Moreover, China and Afghanistan signed an agreement on bilateral economic and technological cooperation on 31 December 2011. The latest grant will be spent on the implementation of projects based on consultations between the two countries.

China and the group of four major African cotton producing countries (C4) of Benin, Mali, Chad and Burkina Faso, issued a Joint Press Communiqué on Cooperation in the Cotton Industry under the WTO Framework on 14 December 2011, in Geneva. The cooperation focuses on the supply of good strains of cotton, agricultural machines and fertilizers, the demonstration and promotion of cotton cultivation technology, management and technical personnel training, and supporting technological upgrade and transformation and industrial chain expansion of bilateral business cooperation projects.
 

On 17 April 2012, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao met with Thai Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra to agree to a “comprehensive strategic cooperative partnership.” The Chinese Premier proposed expanding bilateral trade to USD100 billion before 2015 and enhancing cooperation in ocean, telecommunication, technology, energy, and agriculture.

On 2 April 2012, China and Kazakhstan issued a joint communiqué of their first Premiers Regular Meeting vowing to expand cooperation on trade, mutual investment, and transportation. The two countries wish to increase the volume of trade to USD40 billion before 2015 and encourage the respective business communities to develop trade in agricultural commodities in accordance with market principles and on the basis of equality and mutual benefit.

China fully complied with its commitment to improve the access and availability of trade for developing countries and LICs, and received a score of +1.

Analyst: Zhiying Zhang and Chris Sungjin Kim

France: 0 

Positive Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	December 1, 2010
	Azerbaijan, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Burundi, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Georgia, Guatemala, Guyana, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mauritius, Namibia, Nicaragua, Niger, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Sudan, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	47
	2467: Temporary suspension of import tariffs for the CXL concessions sugar quota during the market year 2010/2011


	December 22, 2010
	Thailand
	1
	2377: Termination of antidumping investigation without duties concerning purified terephthalic acid and its salts from Thailand


	January 3, 2011
	Oman
	1
	2081: Termination of an antidumping investigation on imports of certain polyethylene terephthalate (PET)


	March 16, 2011
	Algeria, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Fiji, Guyana, Israel, Jamaica, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	33
	2177: Suspension of Import Duties for Certain Products in the Cereal Sector


	March 17, 2011
	Algeria, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Serbia, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Ukraine, Uzbekistan
	16
	2170: Reduction of the export refunds for beef and veal


	April 1, 2011
	Algeria, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina,  Colombia, Cote d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Guyana, Israel, Jamaica, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Paraguay, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	34
	2470: Temporary suspension of import tariffs for an exceptional tariff quota of sugar



Total number of positive measures: 


6

Total number of developing countries affected: 

126

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
66

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	March 1, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2558: Implementing regulations for trade defense measures


	June 21, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2881: State Aid for Restructuring SeaFrance


	August 11, 2011
	Algeria, Cameroon, Congo, Cote d’Ivoire, Haiti, Mali, Morocco, Senegal, Tunisia
	9
	2801: Reduction of shortage occupations list for non-EU/EFTA citizens


	January 29, 2011
	Algeria, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Fiji, Guyana, Israel, Jamaica, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	33
	2087: Additional import duties for certain products in the sugar sector


	May 11, 2011
	Malaysia
	1
	1681: Definitive antidumping duties on imports of fatty alcohols


	May 12, 2011
	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	1
	1214: Definitive antidumping duties concerning imports of zeolite A powder originating from Bosnia and Herzegovina


	August 5, 2011
	Thailand
	1
	1431: Definitive antidumping duties concerning imports of certain ring binder mechanisms



Total number of negative measures: 


7

Total number of developing countries affected: 

43

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
40

As there were more negative than positive actions, France did not comply with the first part.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part France fully complied with improving the access and availability of trade for developing countries or LICs. 

France released various documents in the past indicating the importance it attaches to building trade capacity in developing countries. Although no new information was available for the Seoul Summit to Cannes Summit time frame, the Agence Français de Développement (AFD) has operated a program designed at strengthening trade capacity (Program de Renforcement des Capacités Commerciales, PRCC) since 2002.
 In April 2011, France published a working paper that examined the impacts of supporting trade through the AFD.

In December 2010, France announced a new project designed to facilitate the flow of goods between Zambia, Mozambique, and Malawi. Over 53 million euros went towards rebuilding a route to link Lusaka with the Mozambique port Nacala, via Malawi, reducing transportation costs and improving ability to trade and move agricultural products in particular.

In October 2011, the France and Ghanaian governments signed two trade agreements. One focused on the agribusiness sector and the other on petroleum and oil services. The agreements are intended to increase trade in the sectors between the two countries.

France also funded and operated programs in developing countries designed to increase their export of fair-trade certified products. In May 2010, France announced a project in partnership with the Comité Catholique ontre le Faim et pour le Développement (Catholic Committee against Hunger and for Development, CCFD) to develop fair trade enterprises in rural areas of Lebanon.

On 19 July 2011, France donated a total of EUR 3 million to the Doha Development Agenda Global Trust Fund and France’s Mission Intern Program for 2012-2014. Each program will receive EUR 500,000 per year. The donation was made in an effort to protect trade interests and development needs of developing and LICs, in addition to facilitating negotiations within the WTO.  WTO Director General Pascal Lamy declared that the contribution will “allow developing countries to expand their markets, integrate in the global economy and take better advantage of the multilateral trading system”.

On 20 September 2011, the Foreign Affairs Ministers of the Deauville Partnership met in New York to reaffirm their commitment to democracy and sustainable and inclusive economic development.  The partnership, aimed at Middle Eastern and North African countries, is currently focused on the following five countries: Tunisia, Egypt, Morocco, Jordan, and Libya. The Partnership declared support for progress in areas of regional and global integration through political, economic, trade, and cultural cooperation at both levels.
 

Thus, France has been awarded a score of 0 for donating funds to the WTO in an effort to protect trade interests of developing countries, and for actively contributing to discussions on the deepening of trade between the European Union and developing countries, however, failed to comply with the first part of the commitment.
Analyst Leanne Rasmussen and Corinne Ton That

Extended Compliance: +1
Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	December 14, 2011

**Not implemented as of June 1, 2011
	Oman
	1
	2380: Termination without duties of countervailing investigation on imports of polyethylene terephthalate



Total number of positive measures: 


1

Total number of developing countries affected: 

1

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
1

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period

Total number of negative measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

France received a score of full compliance as it did not introduce any negative measures in the extended compliance period and supported trade between developing countries in the first compliance period. 
Analyst Vy Nguyen

Germany: +1

Positive Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	December 1, 2010
	Azerbaijan, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Burundi, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Georgia, Guatemala, Guyana, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mauritius, Namibia, Nicaragua, Niger, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Sudan, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	47
	2467: Temporary suspension of import tariffs for the CXL concessions sugar quota during the market year 2010/2011


	December 22, 2010
	Thailand
	1
	2377: Termination of antidumping investigation without duties concerning purified terephthalic acid and its salts from Thailand


	January 3, 2011
	Oman
	1
	2081: Termination of an antidumping investigation on imports of certain polyethylene terephthalate (PET)


	March 16, 2011
	Algeria, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Fiji, Guyana, Israel, Jamaica, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	33
	2177: Suspension of Import Duties for Certain Products in the Cereal Sector


	March 17, 2011
	Algeria, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Serbia, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Ukraine, Uzbekistan
	16
	2170: Reduction of the export refunds for beef and veal


	April 1, 2011
	Algeria, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina,  Colombia, Cote d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Guyana, Israel, Jamaica, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Paraguay, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	34
	2470: Temporary suspension of import tariffs for an exceptional tariff quota of sugar



Total number of positive measures: 


6

Total number of developing countries affected: 

126

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
66

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	March 1, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2558: Implementing regulations for trade defense measures


	January 29, 2011
	Algeria, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Fiji, Guyana, Israel, Jamaica, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	33
	2087: Additional import duties for certain products in the sugar sector


	May 11, 2011
	Malaysia
	1
	1681: Definitive antidumping duties on imports of fatty alcohols


	May 12, 2011
	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	1
	1214: Definitive antidumping duties concerning imports of zeolite A powder originating from Bosnia and Herzegovina


	August 5, 2011
	Thailand
	1
	1431: Definitive antidumping duties concerning imports of certain ring binder mechanisms



Total number of negative measures: 


5

Total number of developing countries affected: 

34

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
32

As there were more positive than negative actions, Germany complied with this first part.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, Germany fully complied with its commitment to increase the access and ability to trade between developing countries. 

Germany has been active in the WTO’s Aid for Trade program. In June 2011, Germany presented its new Aid for Trade strategy, which focused on supporting Africa to integrate into regional and international trade relations, while making better use of trade for sustainable development.
  In September 2011, German Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development Dirk Niebel participated in the Aid by Trade Forum in Berlin, to discuss how developing countries can make better use of their resource endowments through trade.

In October 2011, Germany hosted its 10th annual SME day, which focused on how small and medium sized enterprises in developed countries could work together with developing country SMEs to share knowledge and increase trade. The German Chamber of Trade and industry, as well as the BMZ, were among the German institutions who participated.
 

Although Germany’s trade policy works within the parameters of the European Union, Germany has been vocal in pushing for successful resumption of the WTO’s Doha Development Round. Minister Niebel and other government officials have called for the abolition of world agricultural export subsidies by 2013 regardless of the outcome of Doha,
 a move that is seen to be positive for developing countries’ trade prospects. 

Given this range of actions, Germany is awarded a score of +1. 

Analyst Leanne Rasmussen

Extended Compliance: +1
Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	December 14, 2011

**Not implemented as of June 1, 2011
	Oman
	1
	2380: Termination without duties of countervailing investigation on imports of polyethylene terephthalate


	April 1, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3182: Formal process for the recognition of foreign education certificates extended



Total number of positive measures: 


2

Total number of developing countries affected: 

1

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
1

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period

Total number of negative measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

As there were more positive than negative actions, Germany complied with this first part.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

India: 0
Positive Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	January 1, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3264: Measures to reduce transaction costs for exports implemented

	January 6, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2435: Import tariff reduction for components used in solar panel generation


	February 1, 2011
	Chile, Congo, Guinea, Iran, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Oman, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Thailand, Zambia
	10
	2431: Reduction of value subject to import duties for copper concentrate


	March 1, 2011
	Israel, Malaysia, Nepal
	3
	2503: Exemption from additional import duty for patent or proprietary medicines


	March 1, 2011
	Bangladesh, Israel, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Nepal, Philippines, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam
	10
	2504: Temporary exemption from additional import duty for parts and components of mobile handsets


	March 24, 2011
	Antigua and Barbuda, Bahrain, Comoros, Costa Rica, Israel, Malaysia, Nepal, Panama, Philippines, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam
	13
	2500: Removal of additional duty on imports of computer hardware, passenger ships and aircraft


	March 31, 2011
	Bahrain, Bangladesh, Malaysia, Mauritius, Pakistan, Thailand, Vietnam
	8
	3348: Removal of duty entitlement pass book benefit on export of cotton


	April 1, 2011
	Angola, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus, Benin, Bhutan, Cameroon, Chile, Colombia, Congo, Cote d’Ivoire, Egypt, Gabon, Georgia, Ghana, Guinea, Honduras, Iran, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Liberia, Macedonia, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, New Caledonia, Nigeria, Oman, Philippines, Qatar, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, United Republic of Tanzania, Vietnam
	45
	2433: Import tariff reduction for certain metals


	April 1, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2853: Permission of full foreign ownership in agricultural subsectors


	May 25, 2011
	Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka
	3
	2497: Increase of duty free import quotas for knitted and crocheted fabrics


	June 3, 2011
	Bhutan, Djibouti, Egypt, Iran, Kenya, Kuwait, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, United Republic of Tanzania, Vietnam, Yemen
	22
	2681: Partial replacement of export licensing requirement for organic sugar


	June 14, 2011
	Colombia, Iran, Israel, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, Ukraine, Vietnam
	8
	2432: Respecified and lowered import tariffs on vehicles, coal and printer components


	July 1, 2011
	Colombia, Guatemala, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand
	5
	2499: Conditional duty free import of sugar


	July 7, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2852: Raised cap on foreign ownership of FM radio operators


	September 9, 2011
	Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Cameroon, Cote d’Ivoire, Djibouti, Egypt, Guinea, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Mozambique, Nepal, Nigeria, Oman, Philippines, Qatar, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Ukraine, Yemen
	17
	1668: Removal of export ban on organic non-Basmati rice


	September 29, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2826: Removal of limitation on FDI in construction


	October 14, 2011

	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3327: import tariff decrease for certain petroleum oils


	November 25, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2929: Increased FDI caps in single- and multi-brand retail



Total number of positive measures: 


18

Total number of developing countries affected: 

139

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
69

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	March 1, 2011
	Thailand
	1
	2434: Import ban on acetate tow and filter rods


	April 1, 2011

	Bahrain, Bangladesh, Benin, Cambodia, Chile, Colombia, Cote d’Ivoire, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Iran, Israel, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritius, Morocco, Myanmar, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Thailand, Tunisia, Venezuela, Vietnam
	32
	3347: Restoration of duty entitlement pass book benefit on export of cotton yarn including Melange Yarn


	July 26, 2011
	Malaysia, Thailand
	2
	0893: Definitive antidumping duty on PVC paste resin originating from several Asian countries


	August 4, 2011
	Bhutan, Egypt, Israel, Oman, Sri Lanka
	5
	2669: Increased import price for worked monumental or building stone


	August 23, 2011
	Thailand
	1
	1474: Initiation of antidumping investigation on imports of Caustic Soda originating from Thailand, Chinese Taipei and Norway


	September 28, 2011
	Bangladesh, Jordan, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Thailand
	5
	2668: Extension of export ban on edible oils


	October 20, 2011

	Bangladesh, Chile, Colombia, Cote d’Ivoire, Croatia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Guatemala, Honduras, Israel, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritius, Morocco, Myanmar, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tunisia, Ukraine, Venezuela, Vietnam
	28
	2829: Reinstatement of duty entitlement passbook scheme for cotton yarn



Total number of negative measures: 


7

Total number of developing countries affected: 

72

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
37

As there were more positive actions than negative actions, India fully complied with this part of the commitment.

For the second part of the commitment, India did not comply.
Despite India's shift towards lower tariffs, with the simple average Most Favoured Nation (MFN), tariff rate declined to 12% in 2010/11 from 15.1% in 2006/07, its trade regime and regulatory environment remains restrictive.
 India continued to streamline customs procedures and implement trade facilitation measures however; its import regime remains complex.
 

During the first commitment period, India’s Ministry of Finance reduced or eliminated import tariffs on a number of products:
 On 21 December 2010, it eliminated import tariffs on onions and shallots which were 5% and 30%, respectively. On 1 April 2011, import tariff rates on stainless stainless steel scrap, ferro nickel, and vanadium pent oxide were reduced. Also on 1 April 2011, export duty was eliminated for iron ore pellets.

On 14 February 2011, the customs authority of India announced preferential treatment of jute imports originating from Bangladesh, wherein Bangladeshi jute imported is exempted of additional customs duty.
 On 20 April 2011, India further updated this decision.

On 6 January 2011, India reduced the import tariffs of goods used in the construction of a solar power generation project or facility to 5%, "all items of machinery, including prime movers, instruments, apparatus and appliances, control gear and transmission equipment and auxiliary equipment (including those required for testing and quality control) and components".”
 

The 7th India Africa Conclave, organized by the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) and EXIM Bank of India with support from India’s Ministry of Commerce and Ministry of External Affairs was held between 27-29 March 2011 during which 204 projects worth more than USD18 billion were discussed. It focused on enabling India to increase its “Appropriate, Affordable and Adaptable technologies, known as Triple A technologies”.
 Participants also talked about catalyzing large scale exports from the Indian Small and Medium Enterprise (SME) segment with Indian involvement being in agriculture, food processing, irrigation, education, infrastructure, health and pharmaceuticals.
 This plan for increased trade access demonstrates a marked contrast from India’s usual trend of fostering regional export ties oriented to the East.

In July 2011, India proposed to set up a joint study group (JSG) to examine the feasibility of a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) or Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA) between India and The Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA).
 It has been noted that: 

“there is a distinct development dimension to India’s renewed trade engagement with Africa, with India looking for targeted collaboration linked to improving productivity and assisting movement up commodity value chains. Examples cited include collaboration with the West African cotton group to sustainably boost cotton yields, and the establishment of diamond-processing facilities in Botswana to assist Botswana in moving up the diamond value chain.”

India’s goal is to boost trade with Africa from USD45 billion to USD75 billion by 2015,
 demonstrating a clear effort to improve access to trade for these developing countries. 

India has also imposed a number of non-tariff barriers in the form of quantitative restriction, import licensing, mandatory testing and certification on a number of products. India has also erected new trade barriers on a number of items including.
 On 22 December 2011 natural rubber was added to the list of products subject to tariff rate quotas. On 1 March 2011, iron ore fines, and iron ore lumps and pellets were increased to an export tax rate of 20%. On 24 March 2011, import tariffs for engine, gearbox, or transmission mechanisms in pre-assembled form increased to 30%. And from mid-October 2010 to April 30, 2011, import bans are imposed on: “live pigs; eggs and eggs products; domestic and wild birds; products of animal origin
 

It is evident that while India reduced a number of its trade barriers, it has also erected a host of tariff and non-tariff barriers as well. India increased trade with some developing countries but did not increase access and availability to trade between developing and LICs and therefore was awarded a score of partial compliance.
Analyst Vy Nguyen

Extended Compliance: 0
Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

	Date of Inception
	Affected Developing Countries
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	February 22, 2012
	Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Iran, Kuwait, Liberia, Malaysia, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Thailand, Tunisia, Ukraine, Yemen
	15
	3276: liberalization of aviation turbine fuel import


	March 12, 2012
	Bahrain, Bangladesh, Malaysia, Mauritius, Pakistan, Thailand, Vietnam
	7
	3267: Prohibition on export of cotton (Tariff Codes 5201 and 5203) removed



Total number of positive measures: 


2

Total number of developing countries affected: 

22

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
17

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period
	Date of Inception
	Affected Developing Countries
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	January 16, 2012
	Qatar
	1
	3307: Duty exemption on re-import of cut & polished diamonds sent abroad for certification/grading


	January 17, 2012
	Iran, Israel, Malaysia, Pakistan, Thailand, Ukraine
	6
	0690: Final safeguard decision on phthalic anhydride applied to developed countries only


	March 30, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3260: Tariff value of gold, silver reduced and that of brass scrap (all grades) and poppy seeds has increased



Total number of negative measures: 


3

Total number of developing countries affected: 

6


Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
6

While there were more negative actions than positive actions during this compliance period, the sum of India’s positive actions, from both compliance periods, outnumber the negatives. Hence, India has fully complied with this part of the commitment.

For the second part of the commitment, India partially complied.

On 27 November 2011, India and Nepal signed the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA), to create a better investment climate in Nepal,
 with the “[desire] to conclude an agreement for the avoidance of double taxation and the prevention of fiscal evasion with respect to taxes on income.”

On 13-14 February 2012, the fourth Delhi Dialogue took place, organized by the Ministry of External Affairs. The theme was “India and ASEAN: Partners for Peace, Progress, and Stability”, particularly relevant as 2012 marks the 20 year dialogue partnership between India and ASEAN. Participants included “political leaders, policy makers, senior officials, diplomats, business leaders, think tanks and academics from both sides.”
 During the first session discussion focused on, the India-ASEAN Free Trade Agreement in Goods, the early conclusion of the ASEAN-India Agreement on Trade in Services and Investments, the rising trade between India and ASEAN and enhancing Business-to-Business (B2B) engagement.
 
On 21-22 February 2012, delegations from India and Belarus met to discuss bilateral relations with particular focus on fertilizers.
 
India increased access to trade for a developing country and engaged in dialogue to increase access and availability to trade between developing and LICs, therefore India received a score of full compliance for the extended compliance period. 

Analyst Vy Nguyen

Indonesia: -1

Positive Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	December 22, 2010
	Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam
	3
	2072: Temporary removal of import duty on rice


	January 24, 2011
	Belarus, Chile, Iran, Israel, Jordan, Kenya, Malaysia, Morocco, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Thailand, Tunisia, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, Vietnam
	17
	2172: Temporary removal of import duty on food products and components


	April 26, 2011
	Malaysia, Thailand, United Arab Emirates
	3
	2397: Termination of safeguard investigation on imports of polypropylene in granule from products



Total number of positive measures: 


3

Total number of developing countries affected: 

20

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
16

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	December 28, 2010
	Malaysia
	1
	2452: Import ban on shrimp


	January 1, 2011
	Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam
	4
	2492: List of products subject to non-automatic import licensing for 24 months


	January 1, 2011
	Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand
	3
	2493: Determination of list of entry point (selected seaports) for certain food products


	February 7, 2011
	Malaysia
	1
	0947: Definitive antidumping duty on imports of hot rolled coil


	February 9, 2011
	Malaysia, Pakistan, Thailand
	3
	3356: Safeguard investigation on the imports of cotton yarn for 36 months


	March 23, 2011
	Malaysia, Thailand
	2
	1496: Final safeguard measure on imports of wire of iron/non-alloy steel (plated with zinc)


	March 23, 2011
	Malaysia Thailand
	2
	1497: Final safeguard measure on imports of stranded wire/ropes and cables for locked coil/flattened strands and non-rotating wire ropes


	March 23, 2011
	Malaysia, Thailand
	2
	3359: Safeguard investigation on wire of iron/non-alloy steel


	March 23, 2011
	Malaysia
	1
	3362: Safeguard investigation on the imports of woven fabrics of cotton for 36 months


	April 11, 2011
	Malaysia, Thailand
	2
	3283: Safeguard investigation on the imports of stranded wire, ropes and cables



Total number of negative measures: 


10

Total number of developing countries affected: 

21

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
5

As there were more negative than positive actions, Indonesia did not comply with this first part.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, Indonesia did not comply.
On 27 January 2011, Indonesia established joint cooperation with Sri Lanka to expand trade in marine products, especially “sea cucumber, seaweed, fin fish and ornamental fish, for international markets.”
 The exchange will also include cooperation for training, exchange of experts and joint ventures knowledge-sharing about marine products cultivation development, “particularly regarding the methods that can provide added value to the processed products.”

The Indonesian Government demonstrated its desire for closer cooperative relations with various developing countries by means of trade and in a manner that consistent with mutual development. On 10 February 2011 the Indonesian Government initiated the negotiation process for a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with Chile. On 15 February 2011, Indonesia participated in a forum held in Tehran, to promote the relationship between Indonesia and Iran in trade, industry and investment.
 On 15 March 2011, Ambassador Mohamad Asruchin supported the increase of trade and economic partnership with Uzbekistan and welcomed the invitation from the Minister of Foreign Economic Relations, Investment and Trade, Galina Saidova to attend Uzbekistan’s Annual Cotton Fair scheduled for October 2011.
 

On 14 June 2011, Director-General Pascal Lamy gave a speech at the Panglaykim Lecture on “Harnessing Global Diversity” at the Centre for Strategic International Studies in Jakarta. It addressed the overarching issues of globalization, and supported increasing integration between the economic systems of different countries through increasing trade liberalization. However, the speech broadly addressed the need to increase global trade. 
 Although Indonesia hosted the meeting, the Indonesian government did not pursue actions to increase access and availability to trade. 

On 14 July 2011, Indonesia attended a session of the D8 Council of Ministers in Nigeria. The D8 seeks to reduce barriers and encourage trade between the member states for closer cooperation. At this particular meeting, the Indonesian delegation reiterated its commitment to “foster active cooperation and participation from private sectors, especially in trade and investment.”
 The members of the D8 include Bangladesh, Egypt, Iran, Malaysia, Nigeria, and Pakistan.

From 6-14 December 2011 Indonesian Trade Minister, Mari Elka Pangestu visited Angola, Mozambique, and South Africa in an effort to diversify export markets amid the economic slowdown in traditional North American and European Union trading partners. In September 2011, preceding the trip, Pangestu claimed that “in the middle of the financial crisis in the US and Europe, diversification of export markets, including the African countries, is a way to boost our exports.” While an attempt to increase trade with Africa has indeed been pursued by Indonesia, this statement indicates that the particular trip was driven by the national economic interest rather than the Seoul Commitments. 
 

On 1 June 2011, interest in closer economic ties with Africa was expressed in the opening of the African Business Seminar held in Jakarta. “Political relations between RI and African countries should aim to enhance the economic and business cooperation. Such concrete cooperation is considered to be beneficial for both nations.”
  On 5-11 June 2011, the Safari Business Trip 2011 was conducted through the cities of Lagos, Nigeria, Benin, Togo and Ghana
 the purpose of which was to introduce Indonesian export products to West African markets. On the Global System of Trade Preferences among Developing Countries (GSTP) initiative, Indonesia acknowledged the economic meaning for the “penetration of non-traditional markets to Latin America and Africa”.
 Finally, most indicatively, on August 11-12, 2012, the Workshop on the Formulation of Indonesian Policy Recommendations for African Unity was held in West Java for the purpose of encouraging investments and business in Africa, shifting the perspective of prospective investors by casting Africa in a more positive light: “We often look at Africa as a tumultuous continent full of conflicts, diseases, and plagued with poverty. These mindsets must change.”

It is with this recognition of the intent towards de-stigmatizating Africa that the following statement made at the workshop on the Future of Indonesia-Africa Relationship: Soft Power Diplomacy through Economic and Cultural Approach should be read:
 
“Politically and economically, Indonesia has quite an interest in Africa. The interest stemmed from the need to support Indonesia’s position in various international forums, expanding the market for Indonesian products and as locations for Indonesian investments...the relationship between Indonesia and Africa could be expanded, among others, by changing the prevailing negative and stereotype perception among Indonesian business about Africa...[and] the courage of Indonesian business to take more risk may need to be increased as well...Economic aid from Indonesia to countries in Africa would be provided if such assistance could bring in significant economic effect to Indonesian product and investment.”

Indonesia did not facilitate an increase in access and availability to trade between developing countries and did not reduce barriers to trade with advanced countries and therefore was awarded a score of -1. 
Analyst Roxanne Desouza and Vy Nguyen
Extended Compliance: -1
Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

Total number of positive measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	November 17, 2011
	Vietnam
	1
	2396: Final safeguard measure on import of tarpaulins, awnings and sunblinds of synthetic fibres


	January 1, 2012

*Not implemented as of July 9, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3513: New import regime for finished goods


	January 2, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3508: New policy on export proceeds and foreign debt withdrawal

	February 29, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3195: Prohibition of foreign staff in leading positions of Indonesian firms


	March 6, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3193: Decreased foreign-ownership ceiling in mining



Total number of negative measures: 


5

Total number of developing countries affected: 

1

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
1

As there were more negative than positive actions, Indonesia did not comply with this first part.

Indonesia did not comply with the second part of the commitment to facilitate trade between developing countries.  

On 21 November 2011, Indonesia responded positively to Chile’s proposal for a Free Trade Agreement at the Meeting of Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC). In this meeting between Chile and Indonesia’s respective Foreign Affairs Ministers the latter’s minister further emphasized cooperation through capacity building as well as frameworks for disaster management.

Between 6 December and 14 December 2011, Trade Minister Mari Elka Pangestu visited Angola, Mozambique, and South Africa in an effort to diversify export markets amid the economic slowdown in traditional trading partners in North America and the European Union. In September of 2011, preceding the trip, Pangestu claimed that “in the middle of the financial crisis in the US and Europe, diversification of export markets, including the African countries, is a way to boost our exports.” While an attempt to increase trade with Africa has indeed been pursued by Indonesia, this statement indicates that the particular trip was driven by the national economic interest rather than the Seoul Commitments. 
Particular to Indonesia’s trade program with regards to Africa and Latin America is that it falls under its government’s umbrella effort to turn towards “non-traditional markets”. As stated by the Indonesian Ambassador to Argentina Nurmala Kartini Pandjaitan Sjahrir, for example: “The Latin America and the Caribbean region, which includes 33 countries with 600 million inhabitants, is a new market which has the prospective to be non-traditional market for Indonesia’s export goods.”
 Much of the increased access to these developing continents could arguably be a result of self-serving motive, but which still consequently brings about the increased market access that this commitment requires: Actions that benefit Indonesia are not counted against it if they still benefit the trade capacity of developing countries. Thus, while the various statements of intent are noted, they do not necessarily detract from Indonesia’s overall compliance score. 

A Regional Trade Agreement between Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, New Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam was agreed upon.  This Agreement establishes the ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Area for the purpose of “deepen[ing] economic integration between the Parties”:
 

“It includes commitments for high levels of tariff elimination to be achieved according to the timeline, as set out in tariff schedules annexed to the Agreement. The least developed country Parties have a longer transition period in which to reduce and eliminate tariffs.”

The agreement entered into force on 10 January 2012 for Indonesia.

Indonesia did not increase trade between developing countries and therefore received a score of -1. 
Analyst Vy Nguyen

Italy: -1 

Positive Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	December 1, 2010
	Azerbaijan, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Burundi, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Georgia, Guatemala, Guyana, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mauritius, Namibia, Nicaragua, Niger, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Sudan, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	47
	2467: Temporary suspension of import tariffs for the CXL concessions sugar quota during the market year 2010/2011


	December 22, 2010
	Thailand
	1
	2377: Termination of antidumping investigation without duties concerning purified terephthalic acid and its salts from Thailand


	January 3, 2011
	Oman
	1
	2081: Termination of an antidumping investigation on imports of certain polyethylene terephthalate (PET)


	March 16, 2011
	Algeria, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Fiji, Guyana, Israel, Jamaica, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	33
	2177: Suspension of Import Duties for Certain Products in the Cereal Sector


	March 17, 2011
	Algeria, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Serbia, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Ukraine, Uzbekistan
	16
	2170: Reduction of the export refunds for beef and veal


	April 1, 2011
	Algeria, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina,  Colombia, Cote d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Guyana, Israel, Jamaica, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Paraguay, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	34
	2470: Temporary suspension of import tariffs for an exceptional tariff quota of sugar



Total number of positive measures: 


6

Total number of developing countries affected: 

127

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
62

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	January 1, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2553: State aid to 3Sun


	January 29, 2011
	Algeria, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Fiji, Guyana, Israel, Jamaica, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	33
	2087: Additional import duties for certain products in the sugar sector


	March 1, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2558: Implementing regulations for trade defense measures


	May 11, 2011
	Malaysia
	1
	1681: Definitive antidumping duties on imports of fatty alcohols


	May 12, 2011
	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	1
	1214: Definitive antidumping duties concerning imports of zeolite A powder originating from Bosnia and Herzegovina


	May 23, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2878: State aid in favor of industrial and precompetitive R&D and general training measures


	August 5, 2011
	Thailand
	1
	1431: Definitive antidumping duties concerning imports of certain ring binder mechanisms



Total number of negative measures: 


7

Total number of developing countries affected: 

34

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
32

As there were more negative than positive actions, Italy has not complied with this first part.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, Italy has not complied with its commitment to improve the access and availability to trade between developing and LICs.

In the joint WTO-OECD report “Aid-for-Trade at a Glance 2011,” it was noted that Italy had not setout an aid-for-trade strategy, and therefore any change since 2008 cannot be measured. 

While, the WTO-OCED report notes that Italy did not set out an aid-for-trade strategy which would provide funding to improve the access and availability to trade for developing and low income countries, there was also no recent reports indicating Italy’s compliance with the commitment. Thus, Italy has been awarded a score of -1 for its improvement of the access and availability to trade with advanced economies and between developing and LICs.

Analyst Nadia Bucciarelli

Extended Compliance: -1
Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	December 14, 2011

**Not implemented as of June 1, 2011
	Oman
	1
	2380: Termination without duties of countervailing investigation on imports of polyethylene terephthalate



Total number of positive measures: 


1

Total number of developing countries affected: 

1

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
1

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	December 7, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	0577: State aid to Italian banking system


	March 15, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3506: Investment protection of companies operating in certain sensitive sectors from foreign takeovers



Total number of negative measures: 


2

Total number of developing countries affected: 

n/a

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
n/a

As there were more negative than positive actions, Italy has not complied with this first part.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, there was no data available which provided insight into Italy’s actions. Therefore Italy received a score of -1.

Analyst Nadia Bucciarelli 

Japan: -1
Positive Measures during the first compliance period

Total number of positive measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	January 19, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2542: Funding of Ukrainian purchases of Japanese exports


	April 1, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2408: State aid for enhancing low carbon infrastructure-related exports


	April 1, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2539: New trade defense rules


	April 1, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2541: Funding of Japanese supply chain development in Vietnam


	June 30, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2540: Funding of Russian purchases of Japanese exports



Total number of negative measures: 


5

Total number of developing countries affected: 

n/a

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
n/a

As there were more negative than positive actions, Japan has not complied with this first part.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

Japan did not increase trade between developing and LICs. 

Japan improved its trade accessibility with Peru through a Free Partnership Agreement (FPA). However, Japan discussed its entry into broad regional free trade frameworks, the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TTP) and Free Trade Area of the Asia Pacific (FTAAP). This agreement already facilitates trade between developing countries and therefore Japans accession will not increase access and availability to trade between developing and LICs. 

Japan concluded a FPA with Peru. The Japan- Peru FPA was concluded in May 2011 and was in effect in March 2012. Both Japan and Peru agreed to eliminate tariffs on 99% of trade products between two countries within 10 years (Article 36).

At the APEC meeting in 2010 in Yokohama, leaders endorsed the Report on APEC's 2010 Economies' Progress Towards the Bogor Goalsa to prompt discussions about new broader regional framework of Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific (FTAAP). The FTAAP includes ASEAN plus three, Chile, Mexico, Papua New Guinia.
  The members agreed to develop this idea based on the present and future free trade agreements including the TPP. They also confirmed their intention to conclude the TPP.
Japan did not increase access to trade with or between developing countries and therefore was awarded a score of -1. 
Analyst Yukie Suzuki

Extended Compliance: -1
Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

Total number of positive measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period

Total number of negative measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

While there were neither negative nor positive actions and, as the sum of its negative trade-affecting measures, from both compliance periods, outweigh the positives, Japan has not complied with this first part.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

At the APEC 2011 in Honolulu, the Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda announced Japan’s intention to participate in a negotiation for the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). For its entry into TPP negotiations, Japan needs to gain support from other countries. Japan has talked with Vietnam, Chile, Peru and Brunei for support. The TPP has the potential to achieve a broader free trade community and encourage trade of the developing countries. Japan still protects rice by limiting the inflow of foreign rice.
Japan did not increase trade with or between developing countries and therefore was awarded a score of -1. 
Analyst Yukie Suzuki

Republic of Korea: 0 

Positive Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	January 1, 2011

**Not implemented as of March 14, 2011
	Ukraine
	1
	2160: Temporary reduction of import tariff on wheat products


	January 1, 2011
	Cambodia, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Uzbekistan
	7
	2885: Foreign Workforce Introduction Plan for 2011


	January 28, 2011

**Not implemented as of June 14, 2011
	Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Fiji, Guatemala, Guinea, Honduras, Iran, Israel, Kenya, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malaysia, Nicaragua, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Senegal, Thailand, Tunisia, Vietnam
	23
	2429: Temporary reduction of import tariff on certain foods and alcohol


	February 1, 2011
	Malaysia
	1
	1698: Definitive antidumping duties on imports of plywood originating from Malaysia


	April 1, 2011

**Not implemented as of July 5, 2011
	Cambodia, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Uzbekistan
	7
	2537: Scheme to aid immigrant spouses for a duration of 1 month


	August 1, 2011
	Cambodia, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Uzbekistan
	7
	2882: Changes to reemployment procedures for foreign workers


	October 14, 2011

*Not implemented as of May 21, 2012
	Cambodia, Chile, Malaysia, Pakistan, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Uruguay, Vietnam
	8
	3328: Temporary reduction of import tariffs for a duration of 3 months



Total number of positive measures: 


7

Total number of developing countries affected: 

53

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
32

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	May 12, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2534: Funding of Saudi purchases of Korean goods


	May 12, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2535: Trade finance measures to promote exports of “green” products



Total number of negative measures: 


2

Total number of developing countries affected: 

n/a

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
n/a

As there were more positive than negative actions, Korea complied with this first part.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, Korea did not increased access and availability between developing and LICs. 
The Republic of Korea increased trade and access to trade with Gabon via relationship development and ongoing trade and sector strengthening initiatives. On 3-5 March 2011, Foreign Minister Kim Sung-Hwan visited Gabon. Minister Sung-Hwan met with President Ali Ben Bongo Ondimba and with acting Foreign Minister Paul Bunduku-Latha and Alexandre Barro-Chambrier, Minister of Mining, Oil and Hydrocarbons. In the meeting the two sides consulted on comprehensive cooperation measures, including increasing exchanges between high-level officials as well as the presence of Korean firms in the energy, resource, infrastructure and construction fields; securing support on Korean peninsula-related issues; and promoting cooperation on the international stage.
On 4 April 2011, Minister Kim developed the relationship further by communicating with President Bongo where stated appreciation of the existing achievements and proposed ways to pursue co-prosperity through cooperation on the Emerging Gabon policy that focuses on fostering non-oil and service industries, and green growth. He expressed hope for further expansion of cooperation between the two countries in economic and trade sectors based on close cooperative ties in governmental affairs.
 
On 25 August 2011 President Lee Myung-Bak agreed to strengthen bilateral economic cooperation between Korea and Kazakstan at a summit with President Nursultan Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan. The leaders signed a Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) to strengthen bilateral cooperation in the trade, environmental, scientific, financial, healthcare, and welfare sectors.
 
Trade links with developing countries in Central Asia were also signed, including a Memorandum of Understanding with Mongolia to expand Korean participation and development of natural resources and extend airline routes.
 President Lee Myung-bak held a summit with Mongolian President Tsakhia Elbegdorj on 22 August 2011 in Ulan Bator, the capital city of Mongolia. They adopted a mid-term action plan to boost bilateral cooperation in various sectors. President Lee said he will do his utmost to help Mongolia develop the country’s healthcare, welfare, information and environment sectors, therefore enhancing its capacity to trade with advanced and with other developing countries.

The Republic of Korea did not increase trade between developing countries and therefore was awarded a score of partial compliance. 
Analyst Talha Aquil

Extended Compliance: 0
Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

Total number of positive measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period

Total number of negative measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

While Korea has not introduced any positive measures during this compliance period, nor has it introduced any negatives. Taking into account the positives quantitatively outweighing the negatives, Korea was considered to have fully complied with the first part of this commitment.
There was no additional information to suggest that Korea increased access and availability between developing countries and therefore received a score of partial compliance. 
Analyst Vy Nguyen

Mexico: 0
Positive Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	January 26, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3337: Elimination of special requirements on imports of cosmetics



Total number of positive measures: 


1

Total number of developing countries affected: 

n/a

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
n/a

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

Total number of negative measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

As there were more positive actions, Mexico complied with this first part.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, Mexico worked to build infrastructure, telecommunications, and electricity in the Central American developing countries which indirectly enhances developing countries ability to trade however, Mexico did not directly facilitate trade between developing countries. 

In 2010 Mexico helped to promote telecommunications in Guatemala, by taking advantage of the fiber optic infrastructure installed in the electrical interconnection and sharing construction plans for telecommunications and technical support for its operations.

In 2010, Mexico continued its funding of the International Network of Mesoamerican Highways (RICAM), which helps to link Mexico to Panama.
 RICAM was initiated in 2009 by the Presidents of Mexico and Guatemala. The project was a step forward in regional integration, will benefit the residents of the border between both countries and will allow greater exchange of goods and services, improving the prosperity of the area.
 In 2010, the highway road was requested to be expanded. This highway construction is important in removing trade barriers for the developing Central American countries.
On 28 December 2010, Mexican foreign policy included important measures to establish channels of dialogue and cooperation with the countries of the Middle East in order to strengthen Mexico’s presence in the region and enrich the bilateral agendas by identifying areas of cooperation and promoting investment and trade, in addition to fomenting mutual understanding through cultural events.

Mexico agreed to the Mexico-Guatemala interconnection which consists of a transmission line of 103 kilometers long of 400 kW, and the expansion of two electrical substations located in Tapachula, Mexico, and Retalhuleu, Guatemala.
 On July 27, 2011, the President Felipe Calderon agreed to continue to export electricity from Mexico to Guatemala, as well as making the purchase and sale of energy for the rest of the countries of the region.

Analyst Kevin Moraes

Extended Compliance: +1

Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

Total number of positive measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period

Total number of negative measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

While Mexico has not introduced any positive measures during this compliance period, nor has it introduced any negatives. Taking into account the positives quantitatively outweighing the negatives, Mexico is considered to have fully complied with the first part of this commitment.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, Mexico did not facilitate trade between developing countries. 

On December 5, 2011, the Mexico and Central America Free Trade Agreement was signed by Mexican President Felipe Calderon along with Guatemalan President Alvaro Colom Caballeros and Honduran President Porfirio Lobo, which allows free trade between Mexico and the countries within Central America.
 The free trade agreement allows for all the countries to boast their economies due to the large population of the region.
Mexico did not implement new projects and initiatives during this time period to help facilitate more trade within developing countries; however, Mexico is still continuing with the implementation of the interconnection of transportation infrastructure and networking infrastructure and integration services telecommunications. As Mexico is still promoting these initiatives and signed the Mexico and Central America Free Trade Agreement, Mexico has full complied with this commitment during this period.
Mexico received a score of partial compliance as it did not facilitate trade between developing countries. 

Analyst Kevin Moraes

Russia: -1

Positive Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	November 13, 2010
	Serbia, Ukraine
	2
	1893: Elimination of import tariff on certain special port equipment


	November 23, 2010

**Not implemented as of December10, 2010
	Azerbaijan, Egypt, Iran, Israel, Pakistan, Uzbekistan
	6
	1982: Temporary elimination of import tariffs on some agricultural products for a duration of 6 months


	December 6, 2010
	Colombia, Ukraine
	2
	2410: Reduction of import tariffs on cooking coal


	December 8, 2010
	Thailand, Ukraine
	2
	1985: Reduction of import tariff on motor vehicles for the transport of goods


	January 1, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2182: Introduction of the single website for the government procurement auctions


	February 17, 2011

**Not implemented as of February 22, 2011
	Ukraine
	1
	2064: Temporary elimination of the import tariff on certain cereals for a duration of 4 months


	March 1, 2011

**Not implemented as of June 9, 2011
	Chile, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Ukraine
	4
	2415: Temporary reduction of import tariff on certain types of grains


	March 2, 2011

**Not implemented as of July 5, 2011
	Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Chile, Iran, Israel, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan, Morocco, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Syrian Arab Republic, Ukraine, Uzbekistan
	13
	2527: Temporary import tariff elimination on certain agricultural products for a duration of 4 months


	March 17, 2011

**Not implemented as of March 28, 2011
	Serbia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Ukraine
	4
	2217: Temporary reduction of the import tariff on refrigerators and freezers for a duration of 12 months


	March 17, 2011
	Malaysia, Ukraine
	2
	2416: Temporary reduction of import tariff on palm oil


	March 31, 2011

**Not implemented as of June 9, 2011
	Azerbaijan, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Guatemala, Honduras, Mauritius, Peru, Republic of Moldova, Thailand
	11
	2417: Temporary reduction of import tariff on sugar for a duration of 1 month


	April 4, 2011

**Not implemented as of June 15 2011
	Egypt, Iran, Israel, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan
	7
	2438: Temporary elimination of import tariff on certain food products


	May 19, 2011
	Republic of Moldova
	1
	2439: Temporary elimination of import tariff on soybean oilcake


	June 10, 2011

**Not implemented as of June 15, 2011
	Syrian Arab Republic
	1
	2440: Elimination of import tariff on natural calcium phosphates for a duration of 6 months


	June 28, 2011
	Venezuela
	1
	3186: Elimination of import tariffs (to zero) on crude oil


	July 21, 2011

**Not implemented as of August 15, 2011
	Armenia, Faeroe Islands
	2
	2662: Temporary elimination of import tariff on capelin for a duration of 12 months


	July 21, 2011
	Israel, Malaysia, Ukraine
	3
	2664: Elimination of import tariff on some synthetic filament yarn


	September 1, 2011
	Serbia, Ukraine
	2
	2741: Reduction of import tariff on aluminum foil


	September 1, 2011

**Not implemented as of October 5, 2011
	Armenia, Azerbaijan, Chile, Ecuador, Iran, Philippines, Moldova, Thailand, Ukraine, Uzbekistan
	10
	2742: Elimination of import tariff on some concentrates for juices for a duration of 9 months


	September 1, 2011
	Ukraine
	1
	2761: Elimination of import tariff on track-laying tractors


	September 1, 2011
	Israel
	1
	2780: Elimination of import tariff on carnallite


	September 1, 2011
	Thailand, Ukraine, Vietnam
	3
	2782: Elimination of import tariff on suitcases


	September 1, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2783: Elimination of import tariff on cobalt powders


	September 1, 2011
	Ukraine
	1
	2786: Elimination of import tariff on certain bending, folding or straightening machines


	September 1, 2011
	Israel, Malaysia, Thailand, Ukraine
	4
	2788: Elimination of import tariff on certain television receivers


	October 1, 2011
	Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Georgia, Israel, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Mongolia, Pakistan, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Vietnam
	23
	3190: Elimination of import and export licensing requirement on drugs



Total number of positive measures: 


26

Total number of developing countries affected: 
68


Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
39

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	December 9, 2011
	Ukraine
	1
	0316: Antidumping duty against Ukrainian Rolls for Metal-Rolling Mills for a duration of 60 months


	December 14, 2010
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3086: State guarantees to company “Russian Highways”


	December 14, 2010
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3100: State guarantees up to 1.2 billion euros to Joint Stock Company “United Aircraft Corporation” (UAC)


	December 15, 2010
	Serbia, Ukraine
	2
	2024: Introduction of import tariff on certain agricultural machineries


	December 16, 2010
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3087: Subsidies of 19.5 million euros to “Center of Development and Commercialization of New Technologies” of Skolkovo


	December 16, 2010
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3090: Subsidies of 140 million euros to “Center of Development and Commercialization of New Technologies” of Skolkovo


	December 17, 2010
	Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Israel, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Ukraine
	7
	2025: Subsidies to two Russian companies active in agricultural sector


	December 17, 2010
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3091: Subsidies up to 1.9 million euros to Almet’evsk plant “Radiopribor”


	December 19, 2010
	Iran, Serbia, Ukraine
	3
	2526: Export tariff increase on copper cathode


	December 20, 2010
	Malaysia, Thailand, Ukraine
	3
	2023: Subsidy to a Russian Design Bureau of High Energy Lasers


	December 20, 2010
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3092: Subsidies up to 3.2 million euros to “Osoboe knostruktorskoe byuro vysokoenergeticheskih lazerov :Granat” imeni V.K.Orlova”


	December 24, 2010
	Chile, Mongolia, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Uruguay
	5
	2653: Introduction of import quotas on meat for 2011 and 2012 for a duration of 24 months


	December 24, 2010
	Croatia, Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Serbia, Thailand, Ukraine, Uzbekistan
	8
	2883: Requirements for duty-free import of car components


	December 26, 2010
	Malaysia, Philippines, Sri Lanka
	3
	1078: Safeguard duty against imports of activated carbon for a duration of 36 months


	December 26, 2010
	Ukraine
	1
	1227: Safeguard duty against imports of caramel for a duration of 36 months


	December 27, 2010
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2022: Injection of 13.7 billion rubles into the charter capital of the “Russian Technologies”


	December 27, 2010
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3096: Subsidies of 352 million euros to Rostehnologii


	December 29, 2010
	Malaysia, Thailand, Ukraine
	3
	2021: Subsidy to a Russian radio engineering plant


	December 29, 2010
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3094: Subsidies up to 1.2 million euros to Otkrytoe Akcionernoe Obshestvo “Almaz”


	December 29, 2010
	Armenia, Israel, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates
	4
	3095: Export license for diamonds


	January 1, 2011

**Not implemented as of June 8, 2011
	Chile, Mongolia, Paraguay, Ukraine, Uruguay
	5
	2411: Temporary introduction of tariff rate quotas on imports of certain food products for a duration of 12 months


	January 2, 2011

**Not implemented as of …
	Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Ethiopia, Georgia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malaysia, Mongolia, Mozambique, Oman, Philippines, Rwanda, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uzbekistan, Vietnam, Yemen
	34
	1857: Temporal ban of certain agricultural exports


	February 11, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3268: Subsidies for domestic agricultural producers in a form of price discount for combustive-lubricating materials


	February 12, 2011
	Malaysia, Thailand, Ukraine
	3
	0680: Safeguard duty on screws, bolts, nuts, washers of iron or steel for a duration of 36 months


	February 24, 2011
	Israel, Ukraine, Uzbekistan
	3
	2413: Import tariff increase on nonwovens


	February 28, 2011
	Ukraine
	1
	3279: Subsidies for livestock breeding for 2012 for a duration of 12 months


	March 24, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3097: Subsidies of 1.77 Billion Euros to Rosatom


	March 24, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3098: State subsidies 12.9 million euros to Rosatom


	April 11, 2011
	Ukraine
	1
	2414: Introduction of a specific import tariff


	May 5, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3099: Subsidies for import taxes and VAT reimbursement for “Skolkovo”


	July 14, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2880: Restrictions to FDI in broadcasting


	July 21, 2011
	Azerbaijan, Malaysia, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan
	5
	3075: Safeguard duties on certain tubes and pipes made of corrosion-resistant steel for a duration of 16 months


	July 21, 2011
	Vietnam
	1
	3077: Safeguard duties on cutlery for a duration of 17 months


	July 21, 2011
	Thailand, Ukraine
	2
	3078: Safeguard duties on screws and bolts for a duration of 32 months
 

	July 21, 2011

**Not implemented as of February 20, 2012
	Ukraine
	1
	3083: Antidumping duties on screws and bolts of iron and steel from Ukraine for a duration of 10 months


	July 22, 2011
	Ukraine
	1
	3079: Antidumping duty on tubes and pipes of steel from Ukraine for a duration of 42 months


	July 22, 2011
	Ukraine
	1
	3081: Antidumping duty on synthetic filament yarn from Ukraine for a duration of 26 months


	August 3, 2011
	Malaysia, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand
	4
	3272: Special safeguard duty against imports of activated carbon for a duration of 36 months


	August 20, 2011
	San Marino, United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan
	3
	3189: Introduction of import/export restriction on fur skin


	September 1, 2011
	Israel, Ukraine
	2
	2740: Introduction of import tariffs on some agricultural equipment


	September 1, 2011

**Not implemented as of October 12, 2011
	Serbia, Ukraine
	2
	2766: Temporary increase of import tariffs on paper for a duration of 12 months


	September 1, 2011
	Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Ukraine
	3
	2760: Introduction of import tariffs on certain agricultural machineries


	September 1, 2011
	Malaysia, Thailand, Ukraine
	3
	2776: Specific import tariff on electric space heating apparatus


	September 1, 2011
	Azerbaijan, Israel, Malaysia, Serbia, Uzbekistan
	5
	2778: Introduction of import tariffs on some machines and mechanical appliances


	October 27, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3064: Subsidies to RosAgroLeasing



Total number of negative measures: 


45

Total number of developing countries affected: 

106

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
41

As there were more negative than positive actions, Russia has not complied with this first part.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, Russia partially complied with its commitment to improve access and availability of trade for developing and low-income countries. 

On 6 July 2011, a new Customs Union came into effect between Belarus, Russia, and Kazakhstan. The union goes beyond existing Commonwealth of Independent States arrangements, representing a further reduction in the barriers to trade. The new arrangement also formally established a supranational body, the Customs Union Commission, which will decide on Common External Tariffs. As a result of the new Customs Union, trade between Russia and Belarus has increased in 2011 by 37.7% from the previous year.

Russia did not facilitate trade between developing countries and therefore was awarded a score of -1. 
Analyst Julia Hein and Inesa Buchyn

Extended Compliance: -1
Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	November 17, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3277: Relaxation of the approval requirement for foreign acquisitions


	December 18, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3493: Improved investment environment


	January 1, 2012
	Thailand, Ukraine
	2
	3468: Temporary elimination of import tariff on terephthalic acid and its salts for a duration of 12 months


	January 1, 2012
	Israel, Ukraine
	2
	3470: Temporary elimination of import tariff on styrene for a duration of 12 months


	January 2, 2012
	Armenia, Azerbaijan, Chile, Cuba, Ecuador, Iran, Israel, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Tajikistan, Thailand, Ukraine, Uzbekistan
	13
	3033: Elimination of an import tariff on concentrated apple juices for a duration of 9 months


	February 6, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3278: Tax payment deferment for certain types of imported aircrafts



Total number of positive measures: 


6

Total number of developing countries affected: 
15


Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
12

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	November 29, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3323: State guarantees to defense industry producers up to 63 billion rubles in 2011


	December 8, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3062: Subsidies up to 2.4 million euros to state company “Rosatom”


	December 14, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3063: State guarantees to company “ROSNANO”


	December 26, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3060: Subsidies up to 8.4 million euros to Ufa plant “Ufa device building production facility”


	December 26, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3061: Subsidies up to 5.5 Million Euros to Novosibirsk plant “Luych”


	December 28, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3058: Subsidies up to 1.5 million euros to Ufa plant for microelectronics “Magneton”
 

	December 28, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3059: Subsidies up to 1 million euros to Kursk plant “Mayak”


	December 28, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3324: State guarantees to defense industry producers up to 51.7 billion rubles in 2011


	January 1, 2012
	Malaysia, Philippines, Serbia, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Vietnam
	6
	2739: Increase of import tariffs on lead-acid accumulators


	January 1, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3055: Injection of 1 billion euros into charter capital of “Russian Railways”


	January 1, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3056: Subsidies to animation movie production in Russia


	January 1, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3057: State guarantees to company PVO “Almaz-Antei”


	January 1, 2012
	Oman, Ukraine, Uzbekistan
	3
	2763: Introduction of import tariffs on boring or sinking machinery


	February 14, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3284: Subsidies to the domestic agricultural sector to compensate interest rates for the loans for a duration of 12 months


	February 14, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3285: Subsidies to the domestic agricultural sector to compensate their spending on insurance of agricultural production for a duration of 12 months


	February 14, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3286: Subsidies to the domestic agricultural sector of the Russian northern territories for production of fodder crops for a duration of 12 months


	February 14, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3287: Subsidies to the domestic agricultural sector for the production of stock seeds for 2012


	February 22, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3282: Subsidies for the movie industry for 2012 for a duration of 12 months


	February 28, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3281: Subsidies for agricultural business development in Russia’s regions for 2012


	April 26, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3472: State guarantees to defense industry producers up to 140 billion rubles in 2012



Total number of negative measures: 


20

Total number of developing countries affected: 
9


Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
7

As there were more negative than positive actions, Russia has not complied with the first part of this commitment.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

Saudi Arabia: -1 

Positive Measures during the first compliance period

Total number of positive measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	September 10, 2011
	Bangladesh, Egypt, Ghana, Pakistan, Philippines, Yemen
	6
	2849: Nitaqat Program for a “Saudization” of the labor force



Total number of negative measures: 


1

Total number of developing countries affected: 

6

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
6

As there were more negative than positive actions, Saudi Arabia has not complied with the first part of this commitment.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, no information was found indicating that Saudi Arabia improved access or availability of trade between developing and LICs. 

According to the WTO Saudi Arabia has demonstrated leadership regionally and globally, stemming from its benefits from the open trading system and its reliance on trade for its own goals of economic diversification. Saudi Arabia has an open market for all products, and participates in two regional trade agreements: the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), and the Pan Arab Free Trade Area (PAFTA).

Despite these undertakings, the WTO review identifies a range of measures the Saudi government could implement to further improve access. These include: decreasing tariff rates further; improving transparency of standards; removing domestic preferences in government procurement; strengthening enforcement of intellectual property laws; and so forth
.

Analyst Amy Kishek

Extended Compliance: -1
Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

Total number of positive measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period

Total number of negative measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

While Saudi Arabia did not introduce any negative measures during this compliance period, the sum of its negative measures, from both compliance periods, outweigh the positives. Hence, Saudi Arabia has not complied with the first part of this commitment.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, no information was found indicating Saudi Arabia attempted to improve access of availability of trade for and between developing countries. 

Analyst Amy Kishek

South Africa: +1 

Positive Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	February 4, 2011
	Belarus, Qatar
	2
	2049: Import duty exemption for sodium hydroxide used in uranium extraction


	March 18, 2011
	Thailand, United Arab Emirates
	2
	2169: Reduction in the rate of duty on glass ampoules


	April 8, 2011
	Bahamas, Egypt, Thailand, Vietnam
	4
	2284: Reduction in the rate of duty on rubberized textile fabrics, tyre cord fabrics, polymerized 1, 2 dihydro-2, 2, 4-trimethyl quinoline


	August 12, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3235: Elimination of import tariffs on dehydrated castor oil


	August 26, 2011
	Israel, Malaysia, Mauritius, Thailand, United Arab Emirates
	5
	2952: Removal of customs duty on certain bags of low density polyethylene


	August 26, 2011
	Israel
	1
	3234: Elimination of import tariffs on nonwovens


	October 19, 2011
	Malaysia, Thailand
	2
	2969: Creation of rebate for certain monitors


	October 25, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3504: Improving access and competition in cross-border money remittances



Total number of positive measures: 


8

Total number of developing countries affected: 

13

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
8

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	March 11, 2011
	Bahrain, Malaysia
	2
	2159: Increase in the rate of duty on bars, profiles and rods of aluminum


	March 11, 2011
	Thailand
	1
	2161: Increase in the rate of duty on towers and lattice masts for telegraph or electric power lines


	June 20, 2011
	Philippines, Thailand
	2
	2973: Withdrawal of the temporary rebate provision for canned pineapples


	July 26, 2011
	Malaysia, Thailand
	2
	2945: Increase in the rate of customs duty on artificial turf



Total number of negative measures: 


4

Total number of developing countries affected: 

7

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
4

As there were more positive than negative measures, South Africa has fully complied with the first part of this commitment.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

On 6 April 2011, Minister of Trade & Industry, Rob Davies further expanded South Africa’s push towards regional integration through the “initiation of the Tripartite Free Trade Agreement (T-FTA) with the Southern African Development Community (SADC), the East African Community (EAC) and the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA). With a combined GDP of USD264 billion and a combined population between 500 and 700 million people, the T-FTA will broaden the regional market. South Africa hosted the first T-FTA summit in 2011.” 
 The T-FTA is a platform through which LICs can access the African and the world market without having to incur excessive fees or costs. 
 

Following the April 6th announcement of the initiation of the T-FTA, on 16 June 2011, South Africa and other African states began negotiations as to how they would implement a continental free zone that would incorporate 26 countries and almost a trillion dollars of economic output. According to Minister Davies, “the first stage of the ‘Grand FTA’ negotiations will focus on eliminating tariffs and other traditional barriers to goods trade, while a second round will tackle more delicate issues such as intellectual property and trade in services.” 
  Thus, by engaging in plans for a free trade zone, South Africa will open itself to 26 countries.

On 7 August 2011, the African Development Bank (ADB) Regional and Trade Division Manager, Moono Mupotla, said that “At the moment we are looking for grant money to help South Africa develop one-stop border posts, especially to support the north-south corridor which has been accepted at a sub-regional level as one of the areas for aid for trade. The bank has pledged $600 million in infrastructure to support this.” In this initiative South Africa worked with the ADB to proceed with methods to facilitate better trade and business amongst LIC’s and developed nations. 

For the second part of the commitment, South Africa increased access and availability to trade by moving forward with the trade agreements to engage developing and LICs to trade with developed countries and between developing and LICs and therefore has been rewarded a score of +1. 










Analyst Jennifer Vlasiu

Extended Compliance: +1
Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	December 23, 2011
	Thailand
	1
	3013: Removal of import duty on pistons


	January 1, 2012
	Israel, Malaysia, Philippines, Qatar, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Vietnam
	7
	3015: Removal of import tariff on aluminum products, paper and polymers


	April 1, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3502: Tax reform with implications for foreigners



Total number of positive measures: 



3

Total number of developing countries affected: 

6

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
5

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period

Total number of negative measures: 



0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

As there were more positive than negative actions, South Africa has fully complied with the first part of its commitment.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

Turkey: -1

Positive Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	February 25, 2011
	Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kazakhstan, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Ukraine
	5
	2424: Import tariff reduction for wheat products


	March 3, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2848: Admission of FDI in broadcasting



Total number of positive measures: 


2

Total number of developing countries affected: 

5

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
5

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Tariff Measure

	October 1, 2011
	Thailand
	1
	3225: Export registration requirement for paperboard and aluminum waste


	October 12, 2011
	Egypt, Malaysia
	2
	3475: Provisional safeguard duties on imports of certain electrical appliances


	October 25, 2011
	Vietnam
	1
	3486: Extension of safeguard measure on imports of travel goods, handbags and similar containers for a duration of 36 months



Total number of negative measures: 


3

Total number of developing countries affected: 

4

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
4

As there were more negative than positive actions, Turkey has not complied with the first part of this commitment.
Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, Turkey did not comply with its commitment to improve the access and availability to trade between developing and LICs. 

The Turkish government encouraged private investment in Egypt via a Business Council meeting in Cairo in January 2010.
 Turkey intends to triple its trade investment in Egypt over the next four years. As of September 12 2011, according to Energy Minister Taner Yildiz, the two countries signed an agreement to link their electrical grids. Turkish Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan made agreements.
 

Turkey’s major trade progress with LICs stems from its involvement in Afgahnistan, and has reaffirmed its role in Afghanistan’s development and reconstruction through Business Council meetings. On 24 December 2010, Turkey hosted a tripartite forum involving commerce and commodity exchange officials of Afghanistan and Pakistan to improve domestic infrastructure and trade.
 

On September 23 2011, Turkey issued a comprehensive outline to the World Trade Organization designed to facilitate trade. Turkey is in the process of creating an entirely new, digitized system of the management of goods entering and exiting the country. Risk assessment plays a crucial role in the new customs policy. This initiative aims to simultaneously enhance security, and reduce the amount of time that goods spend at customs checkpoints.

After the Seoul Summit, Turkey made considerable headway into free trade agreements with Syria.
 However, trade had been interrupted by current domestic predicaments inside Syria. Given the nature of these problems, the Turkish government has withdrawn support from the incumbent Syrian leadership. Syria has elected to suspend the free trade agreements and open border agreements that characterized recent relations.
 
Turkey did not facilitate trade between developing countries and therefore was awarded a score of -1. 
Analyst John Salerno

Extended Compliance: -1
Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

Total number of positive measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	November 8, 2011
	Iran, Malaysia, Oman, Pakistan, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Vietnam
	8
	2399: Safeguard measures on imports of polyethylene terephthalate



Total number of negative measures: 


1

Total number of developing countries affected: 

7

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
7

As there were more negative than positive actions, Turkey has not complied with the first part of this commitment.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

United Kingdom: 0 

Positive Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	December 1, 2010
	Azerbaijan, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Burundi, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Georgia, Guatemala, Guyana, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mauritius, Namibia, Nicaragua, Niger, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Sudan, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	47
	2467: Temporary suspension of import tariffs for the CXL concessions sugar quota during the market year 2010/2011


	December 22, 2010
	Thailand
	1
	2377: Termination of antidumping investigation without duties concerning purified terephthalic acid and its salts from Thailand


	January 3, 2011
	Oman
	1
	2081: Termination of an antidumping investigation on imports of certain polyethylene terephthalate (PET)


	March 16, 2011
	Algeria, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Fiji, Guyana, Israel, Jamaica, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	33
	2177: Suspension of Import Duties for Certain Products in the Cereal Sector


	March 16, 2011
	Pakistan, Philippines
	2
	2944: Relaxed permanent settlement rules for foreign entrepreneurs


	March 17, 2011
	Algeria, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Serbia, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Ukraine, Uzbekistan
	16
	2170: Reduction of the export refunds for beef and veal


	April 1, 2011
	Algeria, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina,  Colombia, Cote d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Guyana, Israel, Jamaica, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Paraguay, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	34
	2470: Temporary suspension of import tariffs for an exceptional tariff quota of sugar


	August 9, 2011
	Pakistan, Philippines
	2
	2696: Exceptional talent immigration scheme



Total number of positive measures: 


9

Total number of developing countries affected: 

130

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
65

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	January 29, 2011
	Algeria, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Fiji, Guyana, Israel, Jamaica, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	33
	2087: Additional import duties for certain products in the sugar sector


	February 7, 2011
	Pakistan, Philippines
	2
	2550: Restrictions on occupations eligible for migrant visas


	March 1, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2558: Implementing regulations for trade defense measures


	April 1, 2011
	Pakistan, Philippines
	2
	2549: Higher immigration fees


	April 6, 2011
	Pakistan, Philippines
	2
	2551: Reduction in number of non-EU work visas


	April 21, 2011
	Pakistan, Philippines
	2
	2941: Overhaul of student visa system


	May 11, 2011
	Malaysia
	1
	1681: Definitive antidumping duties on imports of fatty alcohols


	May 12, 2011
	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	1
	1214: Definitive antidumping duties concerning imports of zeolite A powder originating from Bosnia and Herzegovina


	July 4, 2011
	Pakistan, Philippines
	2
	2548: Employment-related restrictions for holders of student visas


	August 5, 2011
	Thailand
	1
	1431: Definitive antidumping duties concerning imports of certain ring binder mechanisms


	October 31, 2011
	Pakistan, Philippines
	2
	2942: Introduction of minimum salaries for settlement permits to foreign workers



Total number of negative measures: 


11

Total number of developing countries affected: 

46

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
33

As there were more negative than positive actions, the United Kingdom has not complied with the first part of this commitment.
Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, the United Kingdom has fully complied with the commitment. The United Kingdom improved access and availability of trade between developing and LICs. 

On 2 February 2011, UK Development Minister Stephen O’Brien launched the Trade Mark East Africa (TMEA) to fund new businesses, develop essential infrastructure, to speed up transport links, and standardise regulation across the region.

On 9 February 2011, it was announced the UK is to launch a new initiative called the African Free Trade initiative (AFTi) to boost African trade through reduced bureaucracy, improved transport infrastructure and more efficient border crosses. The initiative will help break down trade barriers by providing technical experts to unblock issues to increase economic growth.

On 4 July 2011, Prime Minister Cameron and President Zadari of Pakistan agreed to strengthen ties between Britain and Pakistan to boost trade by £2.5 billion by 2015.

On 13 October 2011, Development Minister Alan Duncan reaffirmed the UK’s commitment to the Caribbean by highlighting UK’s continued support for trade and regional integration through the CARTFund project which aims to get access to European markets for Caribbean businesses.
 

The United Kingdom has been awarded a 0 for improving access and availability of trade between developing countries or LICs. 

Analyst Michelle Li
Extended Compliance: +1
Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	December 14, 2011

**Not implemented as of June 1, 2011
	Oman
	1
	2380: Termination without duties of countervailing investigation on imports of polyethylene terephthalate



Total number of positive measures: 


1

Total number of developing countries affected: 

1

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
1

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period

Total number of positive measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

While the sum of its negative actions, from both compliance periods, outweigh the positives, the United Kingdom did not introduce any negative actions in the second period and its positive measures quantitatively outweigh its negatives. Hence, the United Kingdom has complied with the first part of this commitment. 
Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, the United Kingdom has been awarded a score of full compliance.

On 18 December 2011, it was announced that Development Secretary Andrew Mitchell met with Prime Minister Fayyad and Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, as well as with Israeli Minister Benny Begin to discuss the need for increased access and movement of goods and people into and out of Gaza. Also, it was announced the UK would help to promote trade in the region.











Analyst Michelle Li

United States: 0 

Positive Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	June 8, 2011

**Not implemented as of June 13, 2011
	Bahamas, Bangladesh, Belize, Cambodia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Gambia, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Jamaica, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Malaysia, Maldives, Namibia, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay
	
	2421: Bill to coordinate seafood inspection


	June 20, 2011
	Jamaica
	1
	2449: Initiative to end subsidies and tariffs on ethanol


	October 28, 2011

**Not implemented as of October 29, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2899: Proposal to increase the limit on informal entries from $2000 to $2500


	November 12, 2011
	Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam
	7
	2898: APEC business travel cards


	October 1, 2011


	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2897: Postponement in imposition of reinspection user fees for food



Total number of positive measures: 


5

Total number of developing countries affected: 

8

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
8

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	December 14, 2010
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	1970: Ban on the importation of Asian carp


	January 1, 2011
	Barbados, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago
	3
	2004: Renewal of tariffs and subsidies on ethanol


	January 2, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2006: Imposition of a tax on foreign procurement of goods and services



Total number of negative measures: 


3

Total number of developing countries affected: 

3

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
3

As the positives outnumber the negative actions, the United States has fully complied with the first part of this commitment.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

United States partially complied with its commitment to increase access and availability to trade for developing and LICs with advanced countries and between developing and LICs.

 In 2010, President Obama released his strategy for development including Trade Capacity Building for “Aid for Trade.” The focus of “Aid for Trade” provides the least trade-active countries, “the training and technical assistance needed to: make decisions about the benefits of trade arrangements and reforms; implement their obligations to bring certainty to their trade regimes; and enhance such countries’ ability to take advantage of the opportunities of the multilateral trading system and to compete in a global economy.”
 The United States pledged to support “trade-specific assistance mechanisms like the Enhanced Integrated Framework for Trade-Related Assistance to Least-Developed Countries and the WTO’s Global Trust Fund for Trade-Related Technical Assistance.”
 Aid for Trade includes “programs such as targeted assistance for developing countries participating in U.S. preference programs; coordination of assistance through Trade and Investment Framework Agreements (TIFAs); trade capacity building (TCB) working groups that are integral elements of negotiations to conclude Free Trade Agreements (FTAs); and Committees on TCB created to aid in the negotiation and or implementation of a number of FTAs, including the FTAs with the Dominican Republic and Central America, Colombia, Panama, and Peru, and for some partners in the ongoing Trans-Pacific Partnership negotiations.”

There have also been movements to remove barriers to trade. The US moved forward with Free Trade Agreements (FTAs).
 The previously mentioned The Aid for Trade and development of TCB’s states the intention to develop FTAs with LICs. U.S. merchandise exports to sub-Saharan Africa during 2010 were $17.1 billion, up 12% compared to 2009. U.S. merchandise imports from sub-Saharan Africa during 2010 were $65.0 billion, up 38% compared to 2009.
 AGOA imports (including GSP) during 2010 totaled $44.2 billion, up 31% compared to 2009. During this period, non-oil AGOA imports totaled $4.0 billion, up by 18%.
 The United States’ goods trade with Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) countries totaled $178 billion in 2010. U.S. goods exports in 2010 totaled $70.4 billion, up 31 percent since 2009. U.S. goods imports from ASEAN were $ 107.8 billion in 2010, up 17 percent since 2009.
 

In 2010, “three-quarters of dutiable exports from African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) countries received preferential treatment while only 0.7 percent of imports from Asian LDCs did. And the average tariff on the remaining AGOA exports was 0.3 percent (mostly oil); the average tariff on Asian LDC exports was 15 percent.”
 Furthermore, the United States gave Haiti preferential access for most of its exports at this time and the AGOA provides eligible poor countries duty-free access for everything but sugar, peanuts, and a few other products. 

The United States publicly stated intentions to improve the access and availability of trade for developing countries or LICs on numerous occasions. On 12 November 2010, the day of the G20 Seoul Summit, President Obama affirmed “the need to avoid protectionism that stifles growth and instead pursue trade and investment through open markets.”
 President Obama stated that he is “not interested in signing a trade agreement just for the sake of an announcement.  [He is] interested in trade agreements that increase jobs and exports,”
 there have been multiple department and organizations with goals to do so. The Office of the United States Trade Representative overseas the Office of African Affairs whose mission is “both to expand markets for U.S. goods and services in sub-Saharan Africa and to facilitate efforts to bolster African economic development through increased global, regional, and bilateral trade.”
  

The United States as declared and worked towards facilitating trade between developing and LICs and advanced countries however no evidence was found which increased access and availability to trade between developing and LICs and therefore received a score of partial compliance. 

Analyst Samantha Rudick

Extended Compliance: +1
Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	November 14, 2011

**Not fully implemented as of November 22, 2011
	Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador
	6
	2926: Reforms to licensing and enforcement for agricultural imports


	December 31, 2011

**Not implemented as of January 1, 2012
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	3008: Study of barriers to the hiring of non-citizens by the Department of Defense


	March 26, 2012
	Haiti, Sudan
	2
	3289: Trade preferences for South Sudan and Haiti for a duration of 102 months



Total number of positive measures: 


3

Total number of developing countries affected: 

8

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
8

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period

Total number of negative measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

As the positives outnumber the negative actions, the United States has fully complied with the first part of this commitment.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, the United States has been awarded a score of partial compliance for increasing access and availability to trade with developing and LICs but not facilitating trade between developing and LICs. 

In December 2011, the New U.S. Initiatives to Boost Trade and Investment Opportunities for Least Developed Countries was published and stated that, “trade has long been an effective way to move millions of people out of poverty around the world. The Obama Administration views trade as a critical component of an integrated approach to development policy.”
 
In late 2011, Deputy United States Trade Representative Demetrios Marantis hosted trade talks with a Rwandan delegation led by Minister of Trade and Industry François Kanimba. The talks were held under the U.S.-Rwanda Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA), which provides a “high-level forum for advancing a cooperative partnership on bilateral trade and investment issues. During his opening remarks, Ambassador Marantis commended Rwanda for improvements in its business climate, expanded two-way trade with the United States, and progress in regional economic integration within the East African Community (EAC).”

One development plan, the “Partnership for Growth” is a joint partnership between the United States and select countries meant to “accelerate and sustain broad-based economic growth… It involves rigorous joint analysis of constraints to growth, the development of joint action plans to address these constraints, and high-level mutual accountability for implementation.” 
 This partnership states the intention to be “putting into practice” President Obama’s September 2010 Presidential Policy Directive on Global Development. To date,  El Salvador signed a 2011-2015 Joint Country Action Plan (JCAP) on 3 November  2011; Ghana is in the process of developing the JCAP Framework; On 16 November  2011, Secretary Clinton signed a PFG Joint Statement of Principles with the Philippines; and Tanzania is nearing completion of the JCAP Framework.
 

The United States fully complied with the commitment in the extended compliance period. 

Analyst Samantha Rudick

European Union: +1

Positive Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	December 1, 2010
	Azerbaijan, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Burundi, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Georgia, Guatemala, Guyana, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mauritius, Namibia, Nicaragua, Niger, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Sudan, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	47
	2467: Temporary suspension of import tariffs for the CXL concessions sugar quota during the market year 2010/2011


	December 22, 2010
	Thailand
	1
	2377: Termination of antidumping investigation without duties concerning purified terephthalic acid and its salts from Thailand


	January 3, 2011
	Oman
	1
	2081: Termination of an antidumping investigation on imports of certain polyethylene terephthalate (PET)


	March 16, 2011
	Algeria, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Fiji, Guyana, Israel, Jamaica, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	33
	2177: Suspension of Import Duties for Certain Products in the Cereal Sector


	March 17, 2011
	Algeria, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Serbia, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Ukraine, Uzbekistan
	16
	2170: Reduction of the export refunds for beef and veal


	April 1, 2011
	Algeria, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina,  Colombia, Cote d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Guyana, Israel, Jamaica, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Paraguay, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	34
	2470: Temporary suspension of import tariffs for an exceptional tariff quota of sugar



Total number of positive measures: 


6

Total number of developing countries affected: 

125

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
64

Negative Measures during the first compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	March 1, 2011
	Not given by global trade alert
	
	2558: Implementing regulations for trade defense measures


	January 29, 2011
	Algeria, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Fiji, Guyana, Israel, Jamaica, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Zambia, Zimbabwe
	33
	2087: Additional import duties for certain products in the sugar sector


	May 11, 2011
	Malaysia
	1
	1681: Definitive antidumping duties on imports of fatty alcohols


	May 12, 2011
	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	1
	1214: Definitive antidumping duties concerning imports of zeolite A powder originating from Bosnia and Herzegovina


	August 5, 2011
	Thailand
	1
	1431: Definitive antidumping duties concerning imports of certain ring binder mechanisms



Total number of positive measures: 


5

Total number of developing countries affected: 

34

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
32

As the positives outnumber the negative actions, the European Union has fully complied with the first part of this commitment.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, the EU has complied with the commitment and, therefore, received a score of +1.  It discussed and took concrete specific and deliberate actions to improve the access and availability of its own market to the developing countries and LICs as well as mentioned on numerous occasions its strong support for their overall development and regional trade. 

On March 22, 2011, the European Union initialled a comprehensive Association Agreement with the Central America (Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama).  The Agreement includes an extensive trade pillar.  The EU Commissioner for Trade, Karel De Gucht stated that the agreement will boost trade and investment between the two regions and, therefore, growth and jobs, helping Central America progress in its regional integration. 
  The agreement also serves as proof of EU’s commitment to trade facilitation and growth between developing countries. 

On April 13, 2011 the EU Commissioner for Trade welcomed the initialling of the Trade Agreement between the EU, Colombia and Peru. With this agreement the European Union opened its market to exporters from Peru and Colombia by committing to an immediate liberalisation in industrial and fisheries products as well as substantial tariff concessions in agriculture. This is expected to have a direct impact on growth and jobs in these Andean countries and contribute to the sustained move up the value chain of their economies.

Further, on April 13, 2011 the EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Catherine Ashton signed on behalf of the European Union an Agreement with Prime Minister Fayyad of Palestinian Territory that gives all agricultural products and fish and fishery products originating in the West Bank and Gaza Strip immediate duty free access to the EU market.  According to Catherine Ashton, “facilitating Palestinian trade is a crucial element of the state building process which the EU is supporting both politically and financially. “ 

On May 11, 2011, the EU Commission announced that it plans to revise its current import preferences under the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP).  It proposed to limit the number of beneficiaries of the program to make it more reflective  of the shifts in the global economic developments over the last decades.  Countries which have achieved a high or upper middle income per capita, according to the internationally accepted World Bank classification (such as Kuwait, Russia, Saudi Arabia and Qatar), will no longer qualify.  Reducing GSP to fewer beneficiaries will reduce competitive pressure and make the preferences for LDCs more meaningful.  The vulnerability criterion is one of two economic conditions a country needs to fulfill in order to be eligible for GSP+ and under the current proposal, it will be opened to allow more countries to benefit.  The Commission further proposed to strengthen the effectiveness of the trade concessions for Least Developed Countries (LDCs) through the "Everything but Arms" (EBA) scheme. 

On September 12, 2011, the EU’s Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht travelled to Southern Africa, followed by a trip to Namibia, to boost negotiations on a comprehensive trade and development agreement between the two regions.  South Africa and Namibia are negotiating a regional comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement with the EU in the framework of the Southern African Development Community EPA Group, which also includes Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland and Mozambique.  

Analyst Maria Marchyshyn

Extended Compliance: +1
Positive Measures during the extended compliance period

	Inception Date
	Affected Developing Country
	#
	Trade-Affecting Measure

	December 14, 2011

**Not implemented as of June 1, 2011
	Oman
	1
	2380: Termination without duties of countervailing investigation on imports of polyethylene terephthalate



Total number of positive measures: 


1

Total number of developing countries affected: 

1

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
1

Negative Measures during the extended compliance period

Total number of positive measures: 


0

Total number of developing countries affected: 

0

Total number of distinct developing countries affected:
0

As the positives outnumber the negative actions, the European Union has fully complied with the first part of this commitment.

Analyst Vy Nguyen

For the second part of this commitment, the EU has fully complied with its commitment to improve the access and availability to trade with advanced economies and between developing and LICs. 

On December 5, 2011, The EU made the decision to launch negotiations on a comprehensive free trade area with Georgia and Moldova in order to boost economic growth and investment with its Eastern European partners as well as achieve their closer integration with the EU.  The agreements are expected to diversify and strengthen Georgia and Moldova's export capacity and effectively open the EU market of 500 million consumers.
 

On December 9, 2011, the EU granted "GSP+" status to the Western African nation of Cape Verde, which grants preferential access to the EU market when certain conditions of good governance are fulfilled. EBA (Everything But Arms) and GSP+ are sub-schemes of the EU's "Generalised System of Preferences", which gives preferences for exports from 176 developing countries and territories.  The EU was the first to introduce such initiatives and encourages the introduction of equally generous schemes for LDCs by other developed and emerging economies.

On December 14, 2011 the EU Foreign Affairs Council authorised the opening of trade negotiations with Egypt, Jordan, Morocco and Tunisia. This decision provides the European Commission with a mandate to start negotiations to establish deep and comprehensive free trade areas (DCFTAs). Compared to the current trade relationship between the EU and these countries, these agreements will go beyond removing only tariffs to cover all regulatory issues relevant to trade, such as investment protection and public procurement. 

On 30 December 2011 the European Union re-established the exceptional trade preferences, which it grants to all Western Balkans until the end of 2015. Western Balkan economies will therefore continue as of 1 January 2011 to benefit from an unlimited duty-free access to the EU market for nearly all products. 

On January 27, 2012 the European Commission presented a range of proposals to make trade and development instruments work hand-in-hand to ensure real poverty reduction across the world. The role of trade is underlined in the proposal as one of the key drivers to support development, stimulate growth and to lift people out of poverty. Furthermore, the EU asked all developed economies to match its significant levels of market access to developing countries.  It also called on emerging economies to assume more responsibility for opening their markets to LDCs through preferential schemes and on a non-discriminatory basis towards the rest of the WTO membership, of which four-fifths are developing countries. 

Analyst Maria Marchyshyn

Private Investment and Job Creation

2010-113: [we will] Identify, enhance and promote responsible private investment in value chains and develop key indicators for measuring and maximizing the economic and employment impact of private sector investment; 

Seoul Summit Document

	Seoul Summit, November 12, 2010 – Cannes Summit, November 3, 2011
	Cannes Summit, November 4, 2011 – April 30, 2012

	Country
	-1
	0
	+1
	Country
	-1
	0
	+1

	Argentina
	
	0
	
	Argentina
	
	0
	

	Australia
	
	
	+1
	Australia
	
	
	+1

	Brazil
	
	
	+1
	Brazil
	
	
	+1

	Canada
	
	
	+1
	Canada
	
	
	+1

	China
	
	
	+1
	China
	
	
	+1

	France
	
	
	+1
	France
	
	
	+1

	Germany
	
	
	+1
	Germany
	
	
	+1

	India
	
	0
	
	India
	
	0
	

	Indonesia
	
	
	+1
	Indonesia
	
	
	+1

	Italy
	-1
	
	
	Italy
	-1
	
	

	Japan
	
	0
	
	Japan
	
	0
	

	Korea
	-1
	
	
	Korea
	
	0
	

	Mexico
	-1
	
	
	Mexico
	
	0
	

	Russia
	-1
	
	
	Russia
	-1
	
	

	Saudi Arabia
	
	
	+1
	Saudi Arabia
	
	
	+1

	South Africa
	
	0
	
	South Africa
	
	0
	

	Turkey
	
	
	+1
	Turkey
	
	
	+1

	United Kingdom
	
	
	+1
	United Kingdom
	
	
	+1

	United States
	
	
	+1
	United States
	
	
	+1

	European Union
	
	
	+1
	European Union
	
	
	+1

	Average
	0.40
	Average
	0.45


Argentina: 0

Argentina has partially complied with its commitment to identify, enhance, and promote responsible private investment in value chains. It has done this by identifying standards and discussing the importance of social responsibility in the economy. However, it has not enhanced or promoted responsible private investment during this time frame. 

In May 2011, at the OECD Ministerial Council Meeting, Argentina joined with 41 other countries to sign and commit to new, improved standards for corporate behaviour in the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises. The guidelines have recommendations for company responsibility of their supply chains in regards to human rights and for the promotion of sustainable consumption.
 Argentina also adopted the Recommendation for combating the illicit trade in minerals that finance armed conflict. The Recommendation provides companies with ways to identify and manage risks in their supply chains in this area.

On 13 May 2011, Minister for Social Development Alicia Kirchner, at the opening of a training school for social responsibility in the public sector, stressed the importance of social policy combined with employment in driving the economy.

On 12 July 2011, Argentina hosted a seminar for G20 members in Buenos Aires on labour and employment, which laid the groundwork for the Cannes G20 Labour and Employment Meeting later that year.

Due to its identification, but lack of enhancement or promotion of responsible private investment in value chains, Argentina receives a score of 0 for this commitment.

Analysts: Alex Grohovsky and Selena Lucien

Extended Compliance: 0

No new evidence was found to identify that Argentina fully complied with the commitment. 
Analysts: Alex Grohovsky and Selena Lucien

Australia: +1

Australia fully complied with its commitment to identify, enhance, and promote responsible investment in value chains. It has not only promoted corporate social responsibility, but also developed guidelines for responsible private investment and given meaning to irresponsible private investment. 

On 10 May 2011, Deputy Minister and Treasurer Wayne Swan MP expressed the belief that it is “time to step back and make room for private sector activity.”
  He attested to the efforts Australia would make through the “removal of barriers to private investment by replacing the narrow Entrepreneurs Tax Offset with tax reform available to all 2.7 million small businesses and by providing greater independence.”
  This newfound structure would support sustainable economic growth through growth in private sector investment.

On 20 May 2011, the Minister for Finance and Deregulation Penny Wong and Minister for Indigenous Employment and Economic Development Mark Arbib announced efforts to “strengthen private investment opportunities for small and medium indigenous enterprises” to increase employment and support economic development.
 

On 16 June 2011, the Australian Government released a final report on the success of a 3-year initiative that ended in June 2011. The report reviewed what has been a successful endeavor “to increase the number of Australian companies and small to medium enterprises actively engaged in responsible business practice and to improve and refine the tools available to support Australian business”.
 The effort included a Corporate Responsibility Index, Global Business Register, Global Reporting Initiative, and the national Responsible Business Practice project, as well as definitions of business ethics and responsible business practices.
 

The successes extended to a whole-of-government approach to private investment. This involved increased Australian business participation in international corporate responsibility initiatives, the existence of alternative regulatory or compliance mechanisms and increased national government recognition and guidance to support business engaging in responsible and sustainable activities.
 

On 6 October 2011, Minister of Foreign Affairs Kevin Rudd reinforced the notion that international and national systems require some form of corporate social conscience.
 His speech confirmed a growing number of companies taking ethical action and making sure they are socially responsible, transparent and accountable. This is in harmony with the recognition that responsible investment and conduct within the private sector is a necessary criterion in the development of the country’s growth and infrastructure in a sustainable manner.

Thus, Australia has been awarded a score of +1 for identifying the need for private sector investment and engaging in dialogue and developing guidelines for promoting corporate social responsibility. 

Extended Compliance: +1

No additional information was found during the extended compliance period and therefore Australia continued to receive a score of full compliance. 

Analyst: Maria Marini

Brazil: +1

Brazil complied with its Seoul Summit commitment to identify, enhance, and promote responsible private investment in value chains. It did this mainly in the context of the approaching United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20).

In May 2011, at the OECD Ministerial Council Meeting, Brazil joined with 41 other countries to sign and commit to new, improved standards for corporate behaviour in the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises. The guidelines have recommendations for company responsibility of their supply chains in regards to human rights and for the promotion of sustainable consumption.
 Brazil also adopted the Recommendation for combating the illicit trade in minerals that finance armed conflict. The Recommendation provides companies with ways to identify and manage risks in their supply chains in this area.

On 17 June 2011, Inter-ministerial Ordinance 217 laid out the process for choosing the members of the Brazilian Commission for the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development. This ordinance included numerous groups, including the business sector, to manage Brazil’s positions on sustainable development topics at the Rio+20 Conference.

On 1 November 2011, Brazil submitted its report to the Preparatory Process for the Rio+20 Conference. In this report, Brazil detailed its actions in promoting sustainable development. In particular, it outlined the role for the state in creating “positive incentives to encourage the productive sector to embrace more sustainable patterns from an economic, environmental, and social standpoint.”
 This section acknowledged a role for the state in providing proper regulatory frameworks, access to credit, and investment in research as a way to promote sustainable development by companies.

Brazil fully complied with its Seoul Summit commitment to identify, enhance, and promote responsible private investment in value chains. It has done this through its promotion of this topic for the Rio+20 Conference agenda, and therefore received a score of +1.

Extended Compliance: +1

On 14 December 2011, it was announced that Brazil will be the destination of the Floating Forum for Sustainable Development. The Forum will discuss the sustainability of the maritime industry and how to lead it towards more ecologically and socially responsible maritime transport.
 This discussion will include representatives from shipping companies and other related businesses.

During this time period, Brazil continued to promote the Rio+20 Conference and its position that sustainable development is not just about the environment, but also “for changing an economic development model that has yet to fully include concerns about social development and environmental protection.”
,
 It also proposed that Rio+20 discussions “focus on a sustainable development cycle with the incorporation of billions of people to the economy, with the consumption of goods and services within sustainable standards.”
,

Due to its promotion of responsible private investment in value chains, but a lack of specific identification or enhancement of this commitment, Brazil receives a score of 0. 








Analysts: Selena Lucien & Alex Grohovsky

Canada: +1

Canada fully complied with its commitment to identify, advance and promote responsible investment. It has committed to support or assist responsible private investment in developing countries as well as promote responsible investment in value chains, mainly through its involvement in the extractive industry and its concern for the environment.  

For the past 2 years, DFAIT has provided approximately CAD350 thousand in funding to 50 corporate social responsible projects, namely mining projects in Africa and Latin America, and initiations in over 30 other countries.

As part of Canada’s ‘Fast-start Climate Change Financing’, Canada provided the International Finance Corporation (IFC) a contribution of CAD291.5 million during the fiscal year of 2010-2011 to encourage private investment and innovation to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in developing countries.  Canada has committed to work with the IFC to track the amount of private investment directly organized by Canada’s contribution and the percentage of emissions reductions achieved.

On 4 December 2011, Canada’s Foreign Affairs Minister and the Minister of International Trade and Minister for the Asia-Pacific Gateway hailed a Canadian company’s winning bid for an important iron-ore mining contract in Afghanistan. Kilo Goldmines, a Toronto-based company, was awarded one of the four concession blocks of the Hajigak iron-ore deposit in Afghanistan’s Bamiyan province, as announced by the Afghan Ministry of Mines. This was a major step forward in Afghanistan’s extractive industry development, which helps the generation of revenues and jobs, contributing to Afghan livelihoods and to the sustainability of the country’s economy.
 The initiative enhanced private investment but did not directly address the issue of private investment.

On 12 May 2011 the High Commission of Canada in Kingston, Jamaica, presented its inaugural Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative.  The Canadian Embassy staff welcomed approximately fifty-five people from the local and private sectors along with the RBC’s Director of Corporate Responsibility, Lynn Patterson, who was a guest speaker to further explain the CSR concept and the positive impact CSR can have on a company’s productivity.

On 30 August 2011 DFAIT’s CSR Coordinator for the Americas, Louis Guay, participated in Just Governance Group Annual Learning Symposium to address Corporate Social Responsibility in the extractive industry, specifically in Latin America.  Louis Guay discussed the importance that companies, governments and communities have toward sharing the responsibility towards human rights.

Therefore, Canada has been awarded a score of +1 for its promotion of responsible investment value chains in developing countries and its contribution to several corporate social responsibility projects, mainly in Africa and Latin America. 

Extended Compliance: +1

On 5 March 2012, the Honourable Beverley J. Oda, Minister of International Cooperation held a  roundtable discussion with leaders of the private sector and development partners to focus on how Canada’s private sector could become more involved in international development and could therefore help alter Canada’s international assistance and make it more effective.  Discussions focused on current private investment initiatives partnered with non-governmental organizations as well as how to create new areas where the private sector and CIDA could work together to reduce global poverty more effectively.

The discussion held in the extended compliance period aided the work already implemented by Canada and therefore Canada was awarded a score of full compliance.   

Analyst: Jennifer Green
China: +1 

China fully complied with the commitment to identify, enhance, and promote responsible investment in value chains since the Seoul Summit. It has done this through various undertakings, such as hosting the China-Japan-Korea Roundtable and re-launching the Global Compact China Network.

On 25 November 2011, China collaborated with Japan and Korea to convene the UN Global Compact through participating in the China-Japan-Korea Roundtable that aims to promote and deepen collaboration in promoting the Global Compact. Primary topics for discussion included value chain management and corporate sustainability leadership. The CJK Roundtable also announced the launch of and their support for the Global Compact in Myanmar.
 

On 28 November 2011, China re-launched the Global Compact China Network to help Chinese companies in their implementation of the ten principles outlined within the UN Global Compact. The China Network will also increase corporate social responsibility and support sustainability endeavours in the private sector.

On 5 December 2011, NDRC Vice Minister and head of the Chinese delegation in Durban, announced four major areas of investment through South-South collaboration to promote development in least-developed countries and small island states. As part of the development strategy, a primary component is the promotion of business investment opportunities for China. One exemplary case is the China Energy Conservation and Environmental Protection Group, a state-owned company that has 10 percent of its business invested in developing countries, particularly in the renewable energy and carbon emission reduction sectors.

On 8 May 2011, the Ministry of Commerce provided an Interpretation of New Measures on Economic and Trade Cooperation from the 4th Ministerial Conference of Forum on China-Africa Cooperation. The New Measures are part of the Chinese initiative to promote further cooperation with Africa, to support poverty reduction in the region, to enhance agriculture and promote social development. One key driver in attaining these goals is measure 8, which focuses on investment expansion and further support for Chinese enterprises wanting to expand investment in Africa.
 

Due to its commitment in identifying, enhancing and promoting responsible investment in value chains through various outlets and its promotion and identification of investment that supports development efforts in least-developed countries, China has been awarded a score of +1.

Extended Compliance: +1

On 24 February 2012, China’s Banking Regulatory Commissions (CBRC) presented the Green Credit Guidelines, highlighting environmental principles and rules pertaining to the banking sector.
 A report, Corporate Responsibility and Sustainable Economic Development in China, highlights how China has promoted responsible and sustainable investment by the private sector.  The report states that China is increasingly looking to corporations to help address environmental and social challenges through investment.  It further outlines green credit guidelines while setting mandatory guidelines for oversight of environmental issues.

Due to its efforts to promote sustainable investment and setting environmental principles for the banking sector, China has been awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Sophie Langlois

France: +1

France fully complied with the commitment to identify, enhance, and promote responsible investment in value chains. It has done this mainly through the Agence Française de Développement (AFD) and its private sector arm, Promotion et Participation pour la Coopération économique (PROPARCO). 

One 16 June 2011, French President Nicolas Sarkozy called for the rethinking of global governance in the sector of agriculture. Sarkozy emphasized the need for responsible private investment in agriculture in order to promote research and innovation.

On 16 April 2011, the French government hosted the 16th Africa Partnership Forum (APF) on economic growth, investment and job creation. The final document of the APF meeting described and endorsed a wide range of instruments designed to promote corporate social responsibility and responsible investment in value chains.

On 17 February 2011, in a speech before the United Nations, French Agriculture Minister Bruno Le Maire underlined the necessity for responsible private investment and public-private partnerships in agriculture. Le Maire voiced France’s support for the code of conduct for responsible investment being developed by the Food and Agriculture Organization and the World Bank.

In 2011, France strengthened its relations with the European Union through support for the Neighbourhood Investment Facility (NIF).
 Among its various activities, the NIF supports the private sector of countries neighbouring the European Union, in order to promote common interests in stability and welfare.

Throughout 2010, the Investment and Support Fund for Businesses in Africa (FISEA), owned by the AFD and managed by PROPARCO, invested EUR14 million in 14 projects worldwide. The goal of FISEA is to enable and enhance private sector investment on the African continent as a vector for development and sustainable economic growth.

Due to its identification, enhancement, and promotion of responsible investment France receives a compliance score of +1. By building on the socially responsible investment programs of PROPARCO and by voicing support for the creation of responsible investment codes of conduct, France has fully complied with its Seoul Summit commitment.

Extended Compliance: +1
France has fully complied with the commitment to identify, enhance and promote responsible investment in value chains. 

The AFD and Astrium, a private entity and a leader in space technologies, have financed free access to SPOT imagery as part of a project to protect Congo Basin forests using space technologies. The space imaging portal for the Congo forests was officially opened in Paris on 26 October 2011 during the REDD+ workshop, which gathered economists, scientists, forest management organizations, specialists and technology providers working to preserve tropical forests. This workshop was organized by Planet Action, Astrium’s corporate social responsibility (CSR) initiative, and supported by the French Government.

France complied with the Seoul Summit commitment before the Cannes Summit. Since November 2011, France has made no additional moves to identify, enhance and promote responsible investment in value chains however, the score of full compliance was not dimished as no counter actions were taken.











Analyst: Sabina Voicu

Germany: +1

Germany fully complied with its Seoul Summit commitment to identify, enhance, and promote responsible private investment in value chains.  It has done so through supporting developing countries in creating and implementing standards with the private sector.  

In July 2011, German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development published a report titled “Aid for Trade in German Development Policy.”  Within that document Germany identified the need for socially and environmentally responsible standards in production, “[…] there have been vast changes in the production structures of the global economy in the past two decades.  Production has become globalized.  This means that a product is no longer manufactured in a specific country, but follows a production cycle leading through many countries; in other words, value chains are becoming international.”
 Furthermore, the document emphasizes, “[…] Quality, social and environmental standards in production are accordingly playing an increasingly important role for opportunities in the sales markets.”

In September 2011, Minister Dirk Niebel emphasized how Germany actively promoted responsible private investment in value chains through supporting African Partner countries in creating and implementing standards together with the private sector such as the “Cotton Made in Africa” initiative.
  

0n 9 September 2011, Dirk Niebel, the Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development reaffirmed Germany’s leading role in the area of private investment and employment, he stated, “We want to reach an agreement with partner countries such as China, Brazil and India on common standards regarding responsible investment activities.”
 Moreover, he also highlighted that it is Germany’s aim to ensure that private investments lead to “higher level of employment in the developing countries.”
 Moreover, Minister Dirk Niebel also emphasized that the strategy employed by Germany is not only “This strategy includes not only an initiative to improve market transparency, provisions for emergency reserves and measures designed to lessen risks but also structural actions that promote rural areas and agriculture. That is precisely the approach we are currently taking in our support for the Horn of Africa, where we have committed a sum of up to 151.5 million euros."

Through supporting developing countries in creating and implementing standards with the private sector, particularly in the area of employment, Germany has received a score of +1. 

Extended Compliance: +1

Germany promoted its commitment to the OECD guidelines for new guidelines to promote more responsible business conduct my multinational enterprises and through hosting a Global Forum for Food and Agriculture which aims to identify and promote responsible investment in good production chain.
In May 2011, Germany joined ministers from OECD and developing economies to agree on new guidelines to promote more responsible business conduct my multinational enterprises. 
 In tandem with 41 other countries, Germany committed to a “new, stronger standards of corporate behavior” in the updated OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises.
 The updated Guidelines included “new recommendations […] company responsibility for their supply chains.”
 Furthermore, Germany, along with other OECD member states, welcomed an April 2011 communication by the international investment policy community at the OCED-hosted Freedom of Investment roundtable.  The communication agreed to by Germany provides guidance on seven key issues for governments’ investment and environmental policies, and constitutes part of the OCED Green Growth Strategy.
 One of the seven key issues committed to by Germany at the OECD council meeting include “encouraging business contribution to greening the economy.”
 

Between 19-21 January 2012, Germany hosted the Global Forum for Food and Agriculture.  One of the main questions at the Forum--"Where do we need to step up investment and how can we provide incentives for responsible private investment?" in relation to agriculture production, aimed to identify and promote responsible private investment in food production chain.
  

Due to its promotion, identification and enhancement of responsible business conduct in value chains Germany has received a score of +1.

Analysts: Alex Grohovsky and Selena Lucien

India: 0

India partially complied with its commitment to identify, enhance and promote responsible investment in value chains.

On 23 February 2011, Indian President Pratibha Patil stressed the importance of corporate responsibility and encouraged private investments into India’s rural economy, which she identified as key to the country’s future growth. Patil also urged for gender equality and greater opportunities for women within the corporate world.

In 2011, the National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) set up by the government, approved 26 new projects aimed at enhancing, supporting and coordinating private sector initiatives for skill development.

Through official speeches and work concerning vocational training in the NSDC, India has successfully promoted and enhanced responsibility and sustainability in the private sector. Nevertheless, India has not met the commitment to identify responsible private investment. For these reasons India has been awarded a score of 0.

Extended Compliance: 0

On 3 December 2011 in a campus opening speech, Indian President Pratibha Patil encouraged corporate social responsibility and spoke about investing in non-conventional energy sources and finding ways to solve the problem of water availability for agriculture.

On 10 January 2012, President Patil “pitched for harnessing private investments in the crucial areas of health, education and skill development at a time of ‘economic uncertainty’ and asked the overseas Indian community to be partners in the country's development.”

India therefore receives a score of 0. India has successfully promoted responsible investments during this compliance cycle, but it has not done work to identify and enhance private sector responsibility.











Analyst: Sabina Voicu

Indonesia: +1

Indonesia complied with the commitment to identify, enhance, and promote responsible investment in value chains since the Seoul Summit. It has done this through the hosting of a seminar targeting responsible and sustainable investment and its promotion of trade and investment that supports equitable growth. 

On 14 December 2010, the Director General of Tax of Indonesia began drafting a Government Regulation on Social Donations as a Tax Deduction that encourages corporations to fulfill their corporate social responsibility (CSR) obligations. The new tax regulation helped implement Article 47 of Indonesian Company Law that outlines environmental and social obligations for corporations.

On 8 June 2011, Indonesia co-hosted a seminar to spur dialogue on responsible and sustainable investment. The initiative sought to support and promote responsible investment in Indonesia and to bridge the gaps between investors and companies on sustainability issues, including the Principles for Responsible Investment (PRI).

On 10 August 2011, the Minister of Trade of Indonesia at the 43rd Meeting of ASEAN Economic Ministers and Related Meetings stated that, “While we have secured trade and investment agreements with our Partners, we should enhance our work together to ensure that such agreements are inclusive and are in support of equitable growth.”

Due to its commitment in identifying, enhancing and promoting responsible investment in value chains through the seminar highlighting the Principles for Responsible Investment (PRI) and its promotion and identification of investment that supports equitable growth, Indonesia has been awarded a score of +1.

Extended Compliance: +1

On 13-19 May 2012, Indonesia hosted the 1st International Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility, Business and Human Rights (ICCSRBHR). The Conference identified the implementation of mandatory corporate social responsibility under Article 74 of the Indonesian Company Liability Act. It further discussed the benefits of mandatory CSR and how to ensure the enactment of mandatory CSR is both implementable and effective in the conversation of natural resources and beneficial for developing countries internationally.

Due to its commitment the hosting of the International Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility, which identifies, enhances and promotes responsible investment in value chains, Indonesia has been awarded a score of +1.

Analysts: Sophie Langlois and Elyse Finley

Italy: -1

Italy did not comply with the commitment to identify, enhance, and promote responsible investment in value chains. 

On 22 December 2011, the Italian Foreign Ministry announced the creation of an information network aimed at providing assistance to Italian businesses doing business abroad. The network aims to increase the internationalization of Italian corporations, providing intelligence on security situations in countries abroad and further, to obtain information on how development aid funds are allocated in the respective countries. While the network provides assistance to the private sector in doing business abroad, thereby incentivizing foreign investment, it does not directly promote or identify responsible investing in value chains. 

Italy has neither engaged in the promotion of corporate social responsibility, nor the identification or enhancement of responsible private investing. Italy is therefore awarded a score of -1.

Extended Compliance: -1

On 7 March 2012, the Italian Deputy Prime Minister Desalegn delivered a speech at the Third Italy-Ethiopia Trade and Investment Forum. Desalegn highlighted that while Italy has over 200 Italian companies invested in Ethiopia, Italy plans to encourage further investment by Italian businesses into Ethiopia and identified how development facilitates the process of stabilizing a region. However, the Deputy Prime Minister did not directly promote responsible investing by the Italian private sector. 

On 20 February 2012, Foreign Minister Giulio Terzi met the Algerian Foreign Minister, Mourad Medelci on the margins of the 5+5 Dialogue Ministerial contemporaneously held in Rome. They agreed on their firm determination to revitalise the Italian-Algerian partnership on a concrete, operational basis, including through a bilateral summit in Algiers in the second half of 2012: 

“A priority area for enhanced cooperation is the energy sector, and most notably renewable energy, given the deep interdependence binding the two countries. In more general terms, Minister Terzi expressed his firm determination to support investment opportunities in Algeria, which is Italy’s third global market for small and medium-sized enterprises in the major works sector. To this end, the two ministers spoke of organising road shows in their two countries.”
 

This works towards identifying and promoting investment opportunities for both countries’ private sector. However, no explicit mention towards “responsible investment” was made.

On 23 March 2012, the ASEAN Awareness Forum was held in Rome, organized by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in collaboration with Confindustria. It was held for the purpose of “strengthening Italy’s economic relations with an important and rapidly developing area of the world” not least through the immediate operational follow up of such events as the Vietnam Road Show. Furthermore, “thematic sessions such as infrastructure and development, mechanical industry, science and high technology, consumer goods and distribution...allowed for the identification of areas of mutual interest in the development of productive exchanges and investments in both directions”.
 Participants included Vice-President of the European Commission, ministerial representatives from the ten ASEAN members, and international economic institutions such as the World Bank, OECD, UNIDO, the Asian Development Bank, and the Italian institutions “engaged in internationalisation”
 (SIMEST). By virtue of the inclusion of the very institutions charged with the responsibility to review and establish the best practices of responsible investment and to develop indicators to measure and maximize the economic and employment impact -- the World Bank and the OECD -- the principle of responsible investment can be inferred to have been purposefully included and thus supported through this Italian initiative.

Italy did not directly promoted or identified the promotion of responsible investment in value chains, nor has it enhanced corporate social responsibility in the private sector. Italy is therefore awarded a score of -1.

Analyst: Sophie Langlois

Japan: 0

Japan partially complied with the commitment to identify, enhance, and promote responsible investment in value chains. It has done this primarily through its support for the Fast-Start Financing for Developing Countries and the participation at the China-Japan-Korea Roundtable. 

In December 2010 at Copenhagen 16, the delegation of Japan strongly supported the Fast-Start Financing program for developing countries, which aims to improve the capacity for developing countries to mitigate and address climate change from 2010 to 2012. The financial assistance to support the Fast-Start Financing program comes from both government funds and private sector funds, thereby indirectly enhancing private sector responsible investing that promotes environmental sustainability in developing countries.
 

On 25 November 2011, Japan collaborated with China and Korea to convene the UN Global Compact through participating in the China-Japan-Korea Roundtable that aims to promote and deepen collaboration in promoting the Global Compact. Primary topics for discussion included value chain management and corporate sustainability leadership. The CJK Roundtable also announced the launch of and their support for the Global Compact in Myanmar.
 

Japan is therefore awarded a 0 for strongly supporting the Fast-Start Financing for Developing Countries, which encourages private-sector investment to combat climate change and for its participation at the China-Japan-Korea Roundtable. However, Japan has not done enough to enhance private sector responsible investing in value chains to merit full compliance.

Extended Compliance: 0

On 16 March 2012, Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda met with the Prime Minister of Lao People’s Democratic Republic. Prime Minister Yoda expressed that Japan will contribute to Lao PDR’s development through the identification and promotion of private sector led investment in various industries. It identified the opportunity to utilize Japanese official development assistant to indirectly support the investment of Japanese corporations, thereby providing further incentives and greater cooperation in advancing Lao PDR’s economic development.
 

Japan was therefore awarded a 0 for the promotion of private sector led investment in various Lao PDR’s industries to enhance its economic development. However, Japan has not done enough to identify and enhance private sector responsible investing to merit full compliance.

Analyst: Sophie Langlois

Republic of Korea: -1

Republic of Korea failed to comply with its commitment to identify, promote and enhance responsible investment in value chains. 

Republic of Korea took no actions to promote corporate social responsibility, developing national or global guidelines for responsible private investing or facilitating discussions or conferences on ethical private investment in value chains. Moreover, the country has failed to identify or develop a definition for irresponsible private investment and to disseminate the information. Thus, Republic of Korea has been awarded a score of -1 for this compliance cycle.

Extended Compliance: -1

On 7 January 2012, Republic of Korea’s ruling Grand National Party announced a new economic platform aimed at protecting small businesses and consumers in the hope of creating a fair, ethical market. The platform placed emphasis on strengthening corporate social responsibility.
 However, this was a domestic action and therefore does not contribute toward compliance.

The Republic of Korea failed to comply with the commitment. 











Analyst: Sabina Voicu

Mexico: -1 

Mexico failed to comply with the commitment to identify, enhance and promote responsible private investment. Mexico has neither engaged in the promotion of corporate social responsibility, nor the development of national or global guidelines for responsible private investing. It has not participated in discussions or conferences on ethical private investment in value chains in this compliance cycle.

Therefore, Mexico is awarded a score of -1.
Extended Compliance: 0

On 9 November 2011, the Mexican Secretary of Environment and Natural Resources and the Mexican representative to the UNDP participated in the Business Forum of the Global Compact. The Forum discussed “responsible investment issues, sustainability and corporate responsibility on behalf of all economic and social sectors in Latin America and the Caribbean.”

On 18 November 2011, Mexican President Felipe Calderon addressed the United Nations General Assembly stating that Mexico supports corporate social responsibility.

In December 2011, the Mexican Congress signed into legislation the Public-Private Partnership Act. The Act, proposed by President Calderon, aims to foster public and private investments in infrastructure, with the goal of improving social welfare and technological innovation.

Mexico voiced its support for responsible private investment and corporate social responsibility, but has not yet developed a robust concept of responsible investment or attempted to disseminate the information. For this reason, Mexico receives a score of 0.











Analyst: Sabina Voicu

Russia: -1

Russia failed to comply with its commitment to identify, enhance and promote responsible private investment in value chains. 

On 10 June 2011 the Report to the High-Level Development Working Group “Promoting standards for responsible investment in value chains” was published. The report noted that 42 countries subscribe to the OECD Guidelines, 34 are members of the OECD and 8 are non-members (Argentina, Brazil, Egypt, Latvia, Lithuania, Morocco, Peru and Romania). Six additional countries including the Russian Federation are in the process of adhering. 

No more information to fulfill compliance was found on the Government of the Russian Federation website, the Ministry of Finance of the Russian Federation website, or the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation website. 

Russia was given a score of -1 for failure to complying with the commitment to identify, enhance and promote responsible private investment in value chains. 

Extended Compliance: -1

No information fulfilling compliance was found on the Government of the Russian Federation website, the Ministry of Finance of the Russian Federation website, or the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation website. 

Russia was awarded a score of -1 for failure to complying with the commitment to identify, enhance and promote responsible private investment in value chains. 

Analyst Dilbar Sadykova

Saudi Arabia: +1

Saudi Arabia fully complied with the commitment to identify, enhance, and promote responsible investment in value chains since the Seoul Summit. It has done this through the initiative for Out of the Country Agricultural Investment, the hosting of the Gulf Africa Investment Conference and its promotion of private investment as a key driver of development domestically and abroad. 

In September 2011, Saudi Arabia participated in drafting the report, “Promoting standards for responsible investment in value chains,” presented to the High-Level Development Working Group as the co-facilitator of the Private Investment and Job Creation Pillar of the Inter-Agency Working Group (IAWG). The IAWG was created to support the G20 High-level Development Working Group with the Private Investment and Job Creation Pillar of the Multi-Year Action plan on Development.
 

On 4-5 December 2010, Saudi Arabia hosted the Gulf Africa Investment Conference. The conference highlighted significant challenges facing African and Gulf relations and highlighted among other priorities, the need to work diligently on convincing Gulf investors to invest in African countries through projects that achieve sustainable development to both sides.

Saudi Arabia’s Ninth Development Plan Report 2010-2014 emphasizes the need to promote and adopt incentives to stimulate investment in less developed regions by the private sector, thereby supporting development.

On 9 March 2011, Dr. Abdullah bin Abdullah Al-Obeid, Undersecretary of the Ministry of Agriculture for Researcher and Cultural Development Affairs, briefed the Organization for Agricultural Development in Sudan on its initiative for agricultural investment abroad, which urges and promotes Saudi private-sector-led investment in agriculture. The initiative seeks to, “Harmonizing the objectives of private investment with the economic and social directions of the development plan, through productive partnerships between the public sector and the national and foreign private sectors.” 

In 2011, Saudi Arabia’s MDG Report mentions its success in the country’s successive development plans and points to that improvements are expected to continue with a drive to stimulate private investment to move to less developed regions to promote balanced regional development.

Due to its commitment in identifying, enhancing and promoting responsible investment in value chains through its drive to stimulate private investment as a key driver of development domestically and abroad, Saudi Arabia has been awarded a score of +1.

Extended Compliance: +1

No new evidence was found to indicate that Saudi Arabia took additional actions. 

Analyst: Sophie Langlois

South Africa: 0

South Africa partially complied with its commitment to identify, enhance and promote responsible private investment. South Africa facilitated discussions and conferences on ethical private investment in value chains during the compliance cycle. However, it did not promote or enhance corporate social responsibility on the ground or develop key indicators for maximizing the economic and employment impact of private sector investment.

On 19 April 2011, Minister Bathabile Dlamini held a roundtable discussion on Corporate Social Investment (CSI) in Johannesburg. She identified the strategic value in responsible private investment in order to enhance existing value chains and develop the infrastructure of the current economy. She also identified corporate social responsibility as “a force of change”.
 Minister Dlamini encouraged the citizens of the country “to act responsibly as part of their commitment to social responsibility, to act in compliance with the law and make a positive impact in the lives of consumers, employees and communities”.
 It was acknowledged that if held responsibly, the business sector could advance the development agenda of South Africa.

That same day the Vice President of Business Unity South Africa (BUSA), Brenda Madumise reinforced “the importance of striking a balance between profit and social responsibility”.
 The priorities established included collaboration between government and the business sector and the setting up of a joint development fund between government and the private sector.
 Madumise urged all participants to adhere to existing corporate social responsibility programmes.

On 8 September 2011, the Mpumalanga MEC for Finance, Mrs YN Phosa called for dialogue among corporate social investment stakeholders.  She invited businesses to “align their corporate social investment programmes with a framework based on nurturing sustainable and valuable partnerships” intended to improve socio-economic conditions.
 Proof of their success is limited, but discussions and definitions were identified. 

Thus, South Africa was awarded a score of 0 for facilitating discussion on responsible private investment, but for not yet developing a robust concept of responsible investment or attempting to disseminate the information into a working framework.

Extended Compliance: 0


South Africa launched the Code For Responsible Investing in South Africa, in 2011, which came into effect 1 February 2012.
 However, this is a domestic code and does not apply to international private investment. 

South Africa partially complied with the commitment.

Analyst: Maria Marin
Turkey: +1

Turkey complied with its Seoul Summit commitment to identify, enhance, and promote responsible private investment in value chains. It has done this mainly through its hosting of the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries in May 2011 where it established several commitments for the promotion of responsible private investment.

At the conference, Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan unveiled Turkey’s Technical and Economic Cooperation Package for the LDCs. In this package, Prime Minister Erdogan promised increased Eximbank credit lines for LDC-related projects and programs by the Turkish private sector. He also announced the creation of capacity building programs for small and medium-sized enterprises and private sector development.
 

Also at the conference, Minister of Foreign Affairs Ahmet Davutoglu, while stressing the role and importance of sustainable development in LDCs, announced that Turkey is prepared to host an “International Science, Technology and Innovation Center” for LDCs. He also noted that Turkey was responsible for the first-ever Private Sector Track at the conference, which included meetings on investment and partnership, offered a business forum, and set up a trade fair.
 

Finally, at the beginning of the conference President Abdullah Gul stressed the importance of creating a strong business environment in LDCs and its ability to promote global sustainable development. He pushed for the adoption of initiatives such as the “Aid for Investment,” which will provide incentives for the business community make these sustainable investments in LDCs.

Due to Turkey’s role in hosting the conference with a focus on private investment, and its commitments made there to private sustainable investment, Turkey is awarded a score of +1 for its Seoul Summit commitment to identify, enhance, and promote responsible private investment in value chains. 

Extended Compliance: +1

Immediately following the Cannes Summit, Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan stated that “enhancing the investment environment for the private sector will continue to be a priority.”
 One month later, at the beginning of the 2011 Presidential Summit on Entrepreneurship, he stated that “that the promotion of entrepreneurship will contribute greatly to sustainable development and positive interaction between cultures.”

From 3-5 December 2011, Turkey hosted the 2011 Presidential Summit on Entrepreneurship in Istanbul. At the conference, several ministers spoke of the role that Turkey’s entrepreneurs and business environment are playing in sustainable development. They also discussed how matching entrepreneurs with foreign investors can be a model for increasing business opportunities and knowledge among the citizenry.
 

Analysts: Alex Grohovsky and Selena Lucien

United Kingdom: +1

The United Kingdom fully complied with the commitment to identify, enhance, and promote responsible investment in value chains.  It has done this mainly through its Partnerships for Growth and Its Global Partnership Initiative, as well as through operations nationally and with partnerships with other countries.

On 8 September 2011, United Kingdom’s Chancellor of the Exchequer George Osborne met with China’s Vice-Premier Wang Oishan at the meeting of the Fourth UK-China Economic and Financial Dialogue in London.  The aim of the meeting was to promote a “mutually beneficial China-UK economic, financial and trade relationship, and supporting global economic recovery through strengthened macroeconomic policy coordination, and enhanced cooperation in the financial sector, trade and investment, infrastructure investment, green development and global economic governance.”

At the UK-China meeting, the United Kingdom confirmed its commitment to take action to support balanced economic growth and job creation.  The Government established The Plan for Growth to achieve four main goals for the British Economy; “to create the most competitive tax system in the G20; to make the UK the best place in Europe to start, finance and grow a business; to encourage investment and exports as a route to a more balanced economy; and to create a more educated workforce that is the most flexible in Europe.”
 At the same time, the British and Chinese Government agreed to depend their collaboration on competition policy to “combat bribery and other business environment issues, to preserve free, fair and open international markets for trade and investment.
  The United Kingdom reaffirmed the importance of low carbon and greener policies to create condition for sustainable development and economic growth and agreed to fortify dialogue between these areas with China.
 Furthermore, from the United Kingdom this would include “sharing information on the UK’s plans for electricity market reform, a Green Investment Bank and achieving energy efficiency in homes and businesses through the Green Deal.”
  

In May 2011, Prime Minister David Cameron and President Barack Obama confirmed their commitment to stimulating sustainable economic growth by helping create a positive environment for business, markets and investment.  They also promised to leverage USD70 million in private investment to improve market opportunities.
 The United States and the United Kingdom agreed that the private sector is key to stimulating sustainable economic growth and announced that they would help create the “right environment for business, markets and investment in educations, skills, innovations.”

Due to its identification, enhancement, and promotion of responsible investment in value chains, the United Kingdom receives a compliance score of +1.  Through its use of several development and partnership programs and the statements laid out by its leaders, it has fully complied with its Seoul Summit commitment.  

Extended Compliance: +1

On 19 December 2011, Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg stressed the importance of responsible investment for the purpose of attaining shared prosperity within the United Kingdom, particularly to overcome the unequal rewards in terms of wages.  At the same, time the Deputy Minister announced that there should be greater transparency for areas within the private sector, such as bonuses, gender pay gaps and environmental responsibility.
 

On 23 February 2012, Prime Minister David Cameron reaffirmed its commitment to corporate responsibility in a speech declaring, “Corporate responsibility is an absolutely vital part of my mission for this government.”
 The Prime Minister announced the launch of a business-led working group called the Open Business Forum which aims to bring together leading companies and organizations to assess how business can be more transparent and help consumers and investors differentiate between them.
  

On 28 February 2012, Prime Minister David Cameron set out plans to launch the “Trading for Good” that will show case the good work for small and medium sized enterprises and provide free toolkits to help businesses get involved in socially responsible practices.
 At the same time, a new careers advice web-based serviced will be launched to help motivate young people to prepare for their future careers.  Prime Minister David Cameron also announced that the new Minister of Corporate Responsibility, Norman Lamb, will be “driving this [initiative] forward” and that the good news is that “real progress is already being made.”
 

Due to its commitment in identifying, enhancing and promoting responsible investment in value chains through its economic partnerships and promotion of social and environmental responsibility, the United Kingdom has been awarded a score of +1.

Analysts: Selena Lucien & Alex Gorhovsky 
United States: +1

The United States has fully complied with the commitment to identify, enhance, and promote responsible investment in value chains. It has done this mainly through its Partnerships for Growth and its Global Partnership Initiative, as well as through expanded operations of the State Department. 

In January 2011, the State Department brought together over 80 leaders from government and the investment, corporate, NGO, and academic communities to discuss the state of impact investing.
 This gathering led to an initiative focusing on four key areas for impact investing.

In May 2011, President Barack Obama, along with UK Prime Minister David Cameron, released a statement confirming their commitment to stimulating sustainable economic growth by helping create a positive environment for business, markets and investment. They also promised to leverage USD70 million in private investment to improve market opportunities.

In June 2011, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced a partnership between the State Department’s Global Partnership Initiative and several other national and international organizations to sponsor a business plan competition for diaspora entrepreneurs. Through the Overseas Private Investment Corporation, the United States will provide USD50 million for the project which attempts to bring together diaspora communities and the private sector to help promote development in Latin America.
 

On 3 November, a delegation from the United States traveled to El Salvador and signed a Joint Country Action Plan as part of the Partnership for Growth program. These programs seek to accelerate and promote sustainable, broad-based economic growth through government and private sector engagement and by leveraging private investment. The United States also moved forward on these programs with Ghana, the Philippines, and Tanzania.

Throughout 2011, the State Department established local chapters in nine countries for its Partners for a New Beginning program.
 This program brings together private sector and civil society leaders to promote economic opportunities. These chapters also met in June at the State Department and provided support for over 70 local projects deemed to be high priorities.

Due to its identification, enhancement, and promotion of responsible investment in value chains, the United States receives a compliance score of +1. Through its use of several development and partnership programs in the State Department and the statements laid out by its leaders, it has fully complied with its Seoul Summit commitment.   

Extended Compliance: +1

The United States has complied with its commitment to identify, enhance, and promote responsible investment in value chains since the Cannes Summit. It has done this through its Partnerships for Growth and the promotion of social and environmentally responsible investments.

On 14 November 2011, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced the Latino American Idea, a project focused on promoting jobs, investment and trade in Latin America through entrepreneurs of the Latin American diaspora in the United States. Through this partnership between the State Department, Univision, and the Inter-American Development Bank, the United States will commit USD100 million in support of entrepreneurs and their projects.
   

On 16 November 2011, Secretary Clinton signed a Joint State of Principles with the Philippines in the Partnership for Growth program.
 This program promotes broad-based, sustainable economic growth through government and private sector engagement and by leveraging private investment.

In December 2011, Secretary Clinton announced the formation of the Global Impact Economy Forum which will bring together various leaders in business, investment and government to discuss business and financial models for the world’s most pressing problems.
 It aims to do this through the promotion of social entrepreneurship and targeting projects with a positive environmental impact.
 

Due to its commitment in identifying, enhancing and promoting responsible investment in value chains through its economic partnerships and promotion of social and environmental responsibility, the United States has been awarded a score of +1.

Analysts: Alex Grohovsky and Selena Lucien

European Union: +1

The European Union fully complied with its commitment to identify, enhance, and promote responsible investment in value chains. It has not only promoted corporate social responsibility, but also developed guidelines for responsible private investment and given meaning to irresponsible private investment. 

On 10 December 2010, the Council of the European Union released “Conclusions on industrial policy for the globalisation era”.
 The report mobilized a number of EU policies around providing a “long-term regulatory framework and better business environment for SMEs…encouraging sustainable investment and innovation, and more systematic analysis”.
 This represents an effort to formulate guidelines on the competitiveness and sustainability in the private sector. 

On 19 October 2011, the European Commission announced its intention to provide nine billion for broadband investments. Discussions projected improvements in broadband infrastructure and services that will “leverage gross private investment between six and fifteen billion”.

On 25 October 2011, the European Commission released the Social Business Initiative and a new strategy on Corporate Social Responsibility. These efforts put forward a more responsible and applicable approach for small and medium-sized businesses (SMEs) in terms of investment transparency, accounting directives, and ethical self- and co-regulation processes. The European Union also emphasized its commitment “to engage with the private sector on social and environmental issues”.
 

These measures demonstrate the “Commission’s efforts to engage with the private sector” but strictly in terms of responsible investment in order to foster positive, sustainable economic growth and ethical standards in business.

Thus, the European Union has been awarded a score of +1 for identifying the need for private sector investment and engaging in dialogue and developing guidelines for promoting corporate social responsibility. 

Extended Compliance: +1

On 8 December 2011, the European Union formulated a new definition of corporate social responsibility, which referred to “the responsibility of enterprises for their impacts on society and respect for applicable legislation, and for collective agreements between social partners”.
 This new definition stressed existing national and internationally recognized guidelines and principles. The agenda included a total of 18 initiatives such as the creation of sectoral platforms, which launched a European award scheme for corporate social responsibility partnerships.
 This was a significant effort to formulate and solidify guidelines and expectations on the competitiveness and sustainability in the private sector.

On 12 January 2012, members of the European Union further enhanced visibility with a public debate. They covered discussions on the role and potential of enterprises, improving company disclosure of social and environmental information and legislative measures to improve accountability and promote sustainable business practices.
 Member countries noted the important role businesses play in achieving sustainable economic growth and reiterated the importance of responsible private investment. The European Commission clearly made responsible entrepreneurship a priority. 

The following day, 13 January 2012, the European Commission announced a project entitled the Institute for Human Rights and Business (IHRB). This effort developed “guidance for select industry sectors on implementing the corporate responsibility to respect human rights”.
 

On 20 January 2012, the European Business network for corporate social responsibility held a meeting entitled, “Business Leadership: How can corporate sector associations in Brussels jointly support the EU’s renewed commitment to Corporate Social Responsibility?”.
 Thirty-five representatives expressed the added value of responsible investment for businesses and society and introduced a cross-sectoral approach to corporate social responsibility. Participants gave insight into Europe’s ‘Enterprise 2020’ initiative, a reference scheme for companies committed to developing innovative business practices and working together with their stakeholders to provide practical solutions to emerging societal needs”.

Thus, the European Union has been awarded a score of +1 for identifying the need for private sector investment and engaging in dialogue and developing guidelines for promoting corporate social responsibility. 

Food Security

Commitment [#232]:
“According to the Action Plan, we agree to remove food export restrictions or extraordinary taxes for food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes by the World Food Program and agree not to impose them in the future.”

Cannes Summit Final Declaration
	Country
	Lack of Compliance
	Work in Progress
	Full Compliance

	Argentina
	
	
	+1

	Australia
	
	
	+1

	Brazil
	
	
	+1

	Canada
	
	
	+1

	China
	
	0
	

	France
	
	
	+1

	Germany
	
	
	+1

	India
	
	
	+1

	Indonesia
	
	
	+1

	Italy
	
	
	+1

	Japan
	
	
	+1

	Korea
	
	
	+1

	Mexico
	
	
	+1

	Russia
	
	
	+1

	Saudi Arabia
	
	
	+1

	South Africa
	
	
	+1

	Turkey
	
	
	+1

	United Kingdom
	
	
	+1

	United States
	
	
	+1

	European Union
	
	
	+1

	Average Score
	0.95


Argentina: +1

Argentina has fully complied with the commitment on food and agriculture.

According to the FAO paper “Food Export Restrictions: Review of the 2007-2010 Experience and Considerations for Disciplining Restrictive Measures,”
 since 2002 Argentina has imposed some export restrictive measures on wheat, maize, soybean, sunflower seeds in the form of ordinary taxes, variable taxes and quotas. For example, in 2008 Argentine government modified export tax regime for export of wheat, maize, soybeans etc (increasing taxes from 25 up to 49%).

In November 2011, Argentine Minister of Economy and Finance Amado Boudou and Minister of Agriculture Julian Dominguez declared that export restrictions for 2.7 tones of wheat produced in 2010-2011 were removed.

In January 2012, Argentine government announced the facilitation of wheat and maize export system
 from the end of that month. The exporters were permitted to ship any surplus beyond 7 million tonnes.

In March 2012, a similar measure was implemented for maize export. Argentine Minister of Agriculture Norberto Yauhar announced that from 18 April 2012 quotas on maize export would be lifted. Moreover, 3.6 tones of wheat could be exported without any restrictions.

Argentina has taken measures to facilitate wheat and maize export system and no facts of new export restrictions for food purchased by the World Food Program imposed by Argentina
 have been found, so it is awarded a score +1.

Analyst: Elizaveta Safonkina
Australia: +1
Australia has fully complied with the commitment not to impose food export restrictions or extraordinary taxes for food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes by the World Food Program and not to impose them in the future.

The WTO reports on trade measures
 and FAO Commodity and Trade Policy Research Working Paper No. 32
 do not contain any facts about Australia’s food export restrictions.

The list of goods currently subject to export prohibitions or restrictions adopted by Australian Customs and Border Protection Service does not contain any types of food typically purchased by the WFP.

On 21 March 2012 the Wheat Export Marketing Amendment Bill 2012 (the Bill) was introduced into Parliament and adopted in first reading.
 The Bill implements the recommendations of the Productivity Commission’s report on wheat export marketing arrangements, presented on 23 September 2011, on 23 September 2011 by amending the Wheat Export Marketing Act 2008 to transition the wheat export industry to full deregulation by: abolishing the Wheat Export Accreditation Scheme and the wheat export charge on 30 September 2012; winding up Wheat Export Australia on 31 December 2012; and removing the access test requirements for grain port terminal operators on 30 September 2014.

No facts of Australia imposing new restrictions upon humanitarian food exports during the compliance period have been found.

Thus, Australia is awarded a score of +1 for not imposing restrictions upon humanitarian food export either before the Cannes summit or during the compliance period and taking new steps to full deregulation of Australian Wheat Export Market.

Analyst: Yulia Ovchinnikova

Brazil: +1

Brazil has fully complied with the commitment to remove and not to impose export restrictions for food purchased for non-commercial purposes by the World Food Program.

In accordance with the available data, Brazil had not imposed any restrictions on humanitarian food exports before the Cannes summit.

According to the press reports, in April 2011 the Brazilian government considered proposal to impose export restrictions on sugar but it was not approved «in the face of criticism from the sugar industry and doubts over its effectiveness».

Thus, no facts of Brazil imposing new export restrictions on food purchased by the WFP have been found during the compliance period.

As a result, Brazil is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Polina Arkhipova

Canada: +1

Canada has fully complied with its commitment to remove food export restrictions or extraordinary taxes on food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes by the World Food Program and not to impose them in the future.

According to the Canadian export control list, which includes the goods subject to export controls, the only food and agricultural products that are regulated by the Canadian government are peanut butter, unprocessed roe herring, sugar-containing products, sugars, syrups and molasses.
 Only sugar is included in the list of products procured by the World Food Program (WFP).

Canadian firms must apply to the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade (DFAIT) for a permit to export sugar and sugar-containing products.
 An applicant for a permit shall submit to the Minister an application form and a declaration that the goods will enter into the economy of the country of final destination and will not be transshipped or diverted from that country.

No other export restrictions or extraordinary taxes on food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes by the WFP in Canada have been found.

In accordance with the Camp David Accountability Report Canada is among countries, which have removed or never introduced export restrictions and extraordinary taxes for food purchased for humanitarian purposes.

Canada has promoted the removal of export restrictions and extraordinary taxes on food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes by the World Food Program among the WTO members. The country also refrained from imposing new restrictions upon humanitarian food export. Though sugar, which is included in the WFP procurement list, is a subject to export regulation in Canada, the Camp David Accountability Report mentions Canada among countries, which have removed or never introduced export restrictions and extraordinary taxes for food purchased for humanitarian purposes. Thus, Canada has been awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Andrei Sakharov

China: 0

China has partially complied with the commitment to remove the existing humanitarian food export restrictions and not to impose new ones.

China had imposed some restrictions on humanitarian food exports before the Cannes Summit.

Among them were removing the VAT rebates on exports of wheat, maize, rice, corn and soybean,
 vegetables oils
 and on maize flour
 as well as applying global export quotas to flours of some grain products.

No facts of these restrictions’ elimination during the compliance period have been found.

No facts of China imposing new restrictions or taxes for food purchased by the WFP have been found during the compliance period.

China failed to remove humanitarian food export restrictions imposed before the Cannes Summit, but has refrained from imposing new ones during the compliance period. That is why it has been given a score of 0.

Analyst: Svetlana Nikitina

France: +1

France has fully complied with its commitment to remove the export restrictions upon humanitarian food export.

On 5 January 2012, the French Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs and WFP signed a partnership agreement to join a network aimed at boosting global emergency preparedness with UN Humanitarian Response Depots (UNHRD). The WFP agreed to purchase, store and deploy emergency humanitarian supplies at the request of and on behalf of the Crisis Center of the French Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs.

In accordance with the Camp David Accountability Report France is among countries, which have removed or never introduced export restrictions and extraordinary taxes for food purchased for humanitarian purposes.

France has not imposed any food export restrictions and taxes for food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes either before the Cannes G20 Summit or over the compliance period. Thus, France has been awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Vitaly Nagornov
Germany: +1
Germany has fully complied with the commitment not to impose food export restrictions or extraordinary taxes for food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes by the World Food Program and not to impose them in the future.

As a EU member, German export control is subjected to the Commission Regulation (EC) No 376/2008 of 23 April 2008, which lays down common detailed rules for the application of the system of export licenses and advance fixing certificates for agricultural products.
 According to this document members are authorized not to require an export license or licenses for products and/or goods consigned by private individuals or groups of private individuals with a view to their free distribution for humanitarian aid purposes in third countries
.

According to the current official export list of goods subjected to export prohibitions or restrictions by the German Federal Office of Economics and Export Control (BAFA)
 and the Federal Office for Agriculture Goods,
 there are no restrictions imposed on humanitarian food purchased by the WFP.

In accordance with the Camp David Accountability Report Germany is among countries, which have removed or never introduced export restrictions and extraordinary taxes for food purchased for humanitarian purposes.

No information indicating the imposition of new food export restriction measures by Germany in this compliance cycle has been found. Germany has fully complied with its commitment for not having and not imposing new restrictions upon humanitarian food export and is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Yulia Ovchinnikova

India: +1

India has fully complied with the commitment not to impose food export restrictions or extraordinary taxes for food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes by the World Food Program and not to impose them in the future.

There are several food export restrictions, which were imposed before the Cannes summit, in India.

On 18 May 2010, system of authorization to export certain wheat products (wheat, flour (maida), semolina (rava/sirgi), wholemeal atta and resultant atta) was extended to 31 March 2011.

On 9 September 2011, the export ban on wheat and non-Basmati rice (imposed in October 2007) was lifted.

On 20 September 2011, the minimum export price (MEP) of USD475 per metric tonon onions was imposed.

During the compliance period some export restrictions have been eased or lifted.

On 11 January 2012, the MEP of all varieties of onions except Bangalore Rose onions and Krishnapuram onions was lowered to USD150 per tonne.

On 15 February 2012, the minimum export price of onion was further lowered to USD125 per tonne, according to a notification by the Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT).

On 7 February 2012, the panel of Empowered Group of Ministers (EGoM) on food agreed to allow export of another one million tonnes of sugar, reduce the minimum export price of basmati by 22%, and raise the limit on non-basmati rice exports from 2.2 million tonnes to 4 million tones. All the decisions were sent to the Election Commission for approval.

However, on 26 March 2012, India’s Minister of State for Commerce said that the government would not abolish the MEP for basmati rice exports from USD700 per ton.

No facts proving imposition of new export restrictions during the compliance period have been found.

India removed some of the existing export restrictions and extraordinary taxes on food purchased by WFP and no facts that it imposed new restrictions during the compliance cycle have been found. Thus, it has been awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Anastasiya Kuptsova and Andrey Shelepov

Indonesia: +1

Indonesia has fully complied with the commitment to remove food export restrictions or extraordinary taxes for food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes and not to impose them in the future.

No facts that Indonesia imposed food export restrictions or extraordinary taxes for food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes before the Cannes summit and during the compliance period have been found. Thus, it has been awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Elena Martynova
Italy: +1

Italy has fully complied with the commitment on food and agriculture.

No export restrictions and extraordinary taxes on food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes by the WFP imposed before the Cannes summit have been found in Italy.

According to the international transportation company FedEx Express, some agricultural products from Italy (i.e. grains, cheeses) are subject only to export licensing controls.

No facts that Italy imposed new restrictions upon humanitarian food export during the compliance period have been found. In accordance with the Camp David Accountability Report Italy is among countries, which have removed or never introduced export restrictions and extraordinary taxes for food purchased for humanitarian purposes.

Thus, Italy did not have any export restrictions and extraordinary taxes on food purchased by the WFP before the Cannes summit and did not impose new restrictions on humanitarian food export during the compliance cycle. Therefore, Italy has been awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Anna Vekshina

Japan: +1

Japan has fully complied with its commitment on food and agriculture.

No export restrictions and extraordinary taxes on food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes by the WFP imposed in Japan before the Cannes summit have been found.

The Japanese Export Trade Control Order
 and amendments to this document of 10 July 2009
, 11 August 2009
, 22 December 2009
, 13 May 2011
, 20 December 2011
, which define the list of goods subject to export restrictions, do not include foodstuffs typically purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes by the WFP in Japan.

No facts of Japan imposing new export restrictions on humanitarian food exports have been found during the compliance cycle. In accordance with the Camp David Accountability Report Italy is among countries, which have removed or never introduced export restrictions and extraordinary taxes for food purchased for humanitarian purposes.

Thus, Japan is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Andrei Sakharov

Korea: +1
No export restrictions and extraordinary taxes on food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes by the WFP imposed in the Republic of Korea have been found in the WTO
 and FAO
 reports.

No facts of Korea imposing new food export restrictions or extraordinary taxes for food purchased by the WFP during the compliance period have been found.

Korea had not imposed any food export restrictions before the Cannes summit and refrained from restricting humanitarian food exports during the compliance period. Thus, it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Pavel Zhdanov
Mexico: +1

No facts of Mexico removing or imposing food export restrictions and extraordinary taxes on humanitarian food export before the Cannes summit and during the compliance cycle have been found.

Thus, Mexico is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Polina Arkhipova

Russia: +1
Russia has fully complied with its commitment to remove restrictions on humanitarian food exports and not to impose them in the future.

No restrictions on exports of food typically purchased by the WFP imposed before the Cannes summit, which remained effective as of 5 November 2011, have been found.

On 9 April 2007, Russian Finance Ministry and Foreign Affairs Ministry adopted the list of international institutions, whose procurements in Russia are taxed at the VAT rate of 0%. The World Food Program is included in this list.

Within the Customs Union of Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan, humanitarian goods exported to other countries in accordance with the Government decisions are not subject to any customs duties.

No new restrictions or extraordinary taxes for humanitarian food purchased by the WFP imposed in Russia during the compliance period have been found.

In accordance with the Camp David Accountability Report Russia is among countries, which have removed or never introduced export restrictions and extraordinary taxes for food purchased for humanitarian purposes.

Russia doesn’t have any food export restrictions on humanitarian food imposed before the Cannes summit which remained effective during the compliance period. Additionally, Russia has refrained from imposing new restrictions on WFP purchases. Thus, the score is +1.

Analyst: Andrey Shelepov

Saudi Arabia: +1

Saudi Arabia has fully complied with its commitment to not impose food export restrictions or extraordinary taxes for food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes by the World Food Program.

No export restrictions and extraordinary taxes on food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes by the WFP in Saudi Arabia imposed before the Cannes G20 have been found.

According to the Saudi customs commodity release and export procedures, there are no restrictions on exporting food typically purchased by the WFP in Saudi Arabia.

No new restrictions imposed upon humanitarian food export in Saudi Arabia have been found during the compliance period.

Thus it is awarded a score of +1.
Analyst: Alexey Mironov
South Africa: +1

South Africa has fully complied with the commitment on food and agriculture.

No export restrictions and extraordinary taxes on food purchased by the WFP before the monitoring period have been found.
In the documents of the International Trade Administration Commission of South Africa (ITAC) on export control regulations
, which are valid at present, and in the ITAC Annual Report portrait 2011
 no restrictions on food exports are mentioned.

In March 2012, South Africa committed to exporting additional amount of maize to Mexico, which had suffered from a draught. This may push South Africa into a maize deficit itself. Such a situation means that the government restrictions for maize exports are very low.

No facts of South Africa imposing new humanitarian food export restrictions during the compliance period have been found.

South Africa had not imposed any restrictions upon humanitarian food export before the Cannes summit and has refrained from imposing new ones during the compliance period. Therefore the score is +1.

Analyst: Tatyana Lanshina

Turkey: +1
Turkey has fully complied with its commitment on removing the existing food export restrictions posed on the WFP-purchased food and not imposing new ones.

No export restrictions and extraordinary taxes on food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes by the WFP in Turkey imposed before the Cannes summit have been found.

No facts of Turkey imposing new export restrictions on humanitarian food purchases during the compliance cycle have been found.

Thus Turkey has been awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Nadezhda Sporysheva

United Kingdom: +1

The UK has fully complied with its commitment on food and agriculture.

No export restrictions and extraordinary taxes on food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes by the WFP in the UK imposed before the Cannes summit and during the compliance period have been found.

Some documents evidencing the UK policy towards promotion of free trade in food in the UK and abroad and removal of food export restrictions have been published by the UK Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. On 27 January 2012, the Department published a Plan of Action on promotion of food export in which the UK Government committed to promote open food trade internationally through multilateral and bilateral free trade agreements.

In accordance with the Camp David Accountability Report the UK is among countries, which have removed or never introduced export restrictions and extraordinary taxes for food purchased for humanitarian purposes.

No facts of any export restrictions and extraordinary taxes on food purchased by the WFP in the UK have been found. Therefore, the UK score is +1.

Analyst: Natalia Churkina

United States: +1

No export restrictions and extraordinary taxes on food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes by the WFP imposed in the United States before the Cannes summit have been found according to WTO
and FAO
 reports.

No facts of the US imposing new restrictions upon humanitarian food exports during the compliance period have been found.

The US Export Administration Regulation containing the list of export controls implemented in the US does not mention any export restrictions and extraordinary taxes on food.

In accordance with the Camp David Accountability Report the US is among countries, which have removed or never introduced export restrictions and extraordinary taxes for food purchased for humanitarian purposes.

Therefore the score of the US is +1.

Analyst: Pavel Zhdanov

European Union: +1

European Union has fully complied with the commitment on removing export restrictions on humanitarian food exports.

Before the monitoring period the EU had imposed export restrictions on sugar which is a type of food typically purchased by the WFP.
 Previously the EU took measures to liberalize this restriction, for example, by increasing the quota by 500 thousand tons on 3 February 2010.
 However, this export quota on sugar is still effective and according to the “Common Agricultural Policy towards 2020” the EU committed to remove it in 2015/2016 or in 2017/2018.

No evidence of export restrictions and extraordinary taxes on food purchased for non-commercial humanitarian purposes by the WFP imposed in the EU during the compliance period have been found.

The EU has refrained from imposing new restrictions upon humanitarian food export during the compliance period and the EU is mentioned in the Camp David Accountability Report among the G8 members which have removed or never introduced export restrictions and extraordinary taxes for food purchased for humanitarian purposes.
 Therefore, the score of the EU for the fulfillment of this commitment is +1.

Analyst: Natalia Churkina

Growth with Resilience

2010-116: [we will]: Improve income security and resilience to adverse shocks by assisting developing countries enhance social protection programs, including through further implementation of the UN Global Pulse Initiative, and by facilitating implementation of initiatives aimed at a quantified reduction of the average cost of transferring remittances; (development)

The Seoul Summit Document

2011-266: We therefore decide to support the implementation and expansion of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries, especially low income countries. (Development)

2011-267: We will work to reduce the average cost of transferring remittances from 10% to 5% by 2014, contributing to release an additional 15 billion USD per year for recipient families. (Development)

Cannes Summit Final Declaration

2010-116:

	Seoul Summit, November 12, 2010 – Cannes Summit, November 3, 2011
	Cannes Summit, November 4, 2011 – April 30, 2012

	Country
	-1
	0
	+1
	Country
	-1
	0
	+1

	Argentina
	-1
	
	
	Argentina
	-1
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	Australia
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	Brazil
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	-1
	
	
	Canada
	-1
	
	

	China
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	Italy
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	Japan
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	Korea
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	Korea
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	Mexico
	-1
	
	
	Mexico
	
	0
	

	Russia
	
	0
	
	Russia
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	Saudi Arabia
	-1
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	-1
	
	

	South Africa
	-1
	
	
	South Africa
	-1
	
	

	Turkey
	
	0
	
	Turkey
	
	0
	

	United Kingdom
	
	0
	
	United Kingdom
	
	0
	

	United States
	
	0
	
	United States
	
	0
	

	European Union
	
	0
	
	European Union
	
	0
	

	Average
	-0.33
	Average
	-0.28


2011-266:

	Country
	Lack of Compliance
	Work in Progress
	Full Compliance

	Argentina
	-1
	
	

	Australia
	
	
	+1

	Brazil
	
	0
	

	Canada
	
	
	+1

	China
	
	0
	

	France
	
	
	+1

	Germany
	
	
	+1

	India
	-1
	
	

	Indonesia
	
	0
	

	Italy
	
	
	+1

	Japan
	
	
	+1

	Korea
	
	
	+1

	Mexico
	
	0
	

	Russia
	
	0
	

	Saudi Arabia
	
	0
	

	South Africa
	
	0
	

	Turkey
	
	0
	

	United Kingdom
	
	
	+1

	United States
	
	
	+1

	European Union
	
	
	+1

	Average Score
	+0.40


2011-267:

	Country
	Lack of Compliance
	Work in Progress
	Full Compliance

	Argentina
	-1
	
	

	Australia
	
	0
	

	Brazil
	
	0
	

	Canada
	
	
	+1

	China
	
	0
	

	France
	
	0
	

	Germany
	-1
	
	

	India
	
	
	+1

	Indonesia
	
	0
	

	Italy
	
	
	+1

	Japan
	
	
	+1

	Korea
	
	
	+1

	Mexico
	-1
	
	

	Russia
	
	
	+1

	Saudi Arabia
	
	
	+1

	South Africa
	
	
	+1

	Turkey
	-1
	
	

	United Kingdom
	
	
	+1

	United States
	
	
	+1

	European Union
	N/A

	Average Score
	+0.26


Argentina: -1
Argentina did not demonstrated compliance with its commitment, it did not assist developing countries improve social protection programs, support the implementation of UN Global Pulse Initiative, or facilitate the reduction of remittance costs.

Argentinean international development projects trend heavily towards the fields of agricultural development
 and environmental protection
, and do not tend focus on economic or social issues.

Analyst Misha Potrykus

Extended Compliance: -1 

The economic analysis published on 17 January 2012 reported that the remittance costs between 2008 and 2011 have tended to decline. Argentina had a 1 million emigrants in 2010 that represented 0.5% worldwide, and the income from remittances was 0.7 billion of US dollars that represented a 0.2% worldwide. However, Argentina’s average cost per remittance in 2011 was not available.
 

Argentina did not comply with the commitment to support the development of social protection programs in developing countries or LICs and did not facilitate the implementation of a quantified reduction in the cost of remittances.

Analyst Angela Zhang

Argentina: -1

Argentina has failed to comply with the commitment on development.

On 10 May 2011, Argentina, Brazil and Mexico signed the Declaration of Brasilia on the Social Protection Floor for development of better social protection coverage and the cooperation between international organizations and countries to facilitate the construction of sustainable national social protection systems
. No facts of implementation the Declaration have been found.

On 28 September 2011, Argentina and Uruguay made a decision to cooperate and exchange experience in the sphere of social policy. Argentinian Minister of Social Development Alicia Kirshner and her counterpart Daniel Olesker indicated three main aims of cooperation: protection of rights of vulnerable persons, social integration and improvement of life quality.

No facts that Argentina supported implementation and extension of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries during the compliance period have been found so it gets a score of -1.

Analyst: Elizaveta Safonkina
Argentina: -1

Argentina has not demonstrated intent to reduce remittance costs or enact policies consistent with the World Bank’s Principles for International Remittance Services. Thus, it received a score of -1.

Analyst: Rezwana Islam
Australia: 0 

Australia partially complied with the commitment. Australia made efforts to reduce remittance costs and improve social protection programs in developing countries but did not make new efforts with regard to the UN Global Pulse Initiative. 

On 26 October 2011, Australia announced a two-year AUD 3.5 million package facilitate sending remittances from Australia to Commonwealth developing countries. This endeavor aims to lower transaction costs, help developing countries establish their own banking systems, and support the poor in developing countries gain access to financial services. This package also endeavors to help developing countries establish their own institutions for remittance services. The program was in conjunction with the government of Australia and government of New Zealand remittance initiative: www.sendmoneypacific.org.

Australia also engaged in initiatives to improve social protection measures in developing countries. Australia helped create employment opportunities through infrastructure developments in countries such as Indonesia, the Philippines, East Timor, and Papua New Guinea. These initiatives included road construction in East Timor and the Uruzgan province of Afghanistan which also helped residence access new employment opportunities. In Bangladesh, Australia assisted in placing 10 000 people in “cash-for-work” positions to mitigate the effects of seasonal crop cycles on employment.

The costs to send remittances were reduced. The website www.sendmoney.pacific.org made it easier to determine the cost of sending money to the Pacific from Australia and New Zealand and led to better competition between remittance providers. This innovative mechanism leads to financial inclusion.
 

On 9-13 May 2011, the 4th UN Conference on the Least Developed Countries during which the World Bank in conjunction with the governments of Australia, Bangladesh, Benin, France, and Italy discussed “The International Commitment to Reduce the Cost of Remittances and their Importance for LDCs’ Development”.
 This provided an overview of the work of the GRWG and highlight initiatives and tools that LDCs can implement to reduce the cost of remittances and, more broadly, to benefit from remittances.

Australia partially complied with the commitment by making efforts to reduce the cost of remittances and improve social protection measures in developing countries; however Australia did not support the UN Global Pulse initiative. 

Extended Compliance: 0 

There was no new evidence to suggest that Australia assisted with the enhancement of social protection programs in developing countries and therefore was awarded a score of 0. 

Analyst Kathleen Broschuk

Australia: +1

Australia has fully complied with its development commitment.

New funding has been provided by Australia to support the implementation of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries.

On 5 December 2011, the Australian Government announced “support to improve the lives of people with disability worldwide” at a symposium on the World Health Organisation and World Bank’s World Report on Disability in Sydney. Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd and Parliamentary Secretary for Disabilities and Carers, Senator Jan McLucas said the Australian Government will contribute USD2 million towards a new United Nations Trust Fund to assist countries to implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Australia has also taken actions to support the expansion of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries.

On 18 November 2011, Australia announced it will contribute to the reading outcomes for 100 million children in primary grades by 2015 under a new All Children Reading initiative.
 A founding partner of the All Children Reading (ACR) initiative, AUSAID will work in partnership with USAID and World Vision to address key global challenges in education, invest in innovation, and encourage private sector involvement.

On 6 December 2011, Australian Government announced that it will improve health and education for 300,000 people in Afghanistan’s Uruzgan province through a project that will build schools and health centres, train teachers and midwives and treat children for malnutrition. The project will construct 20 new schools, half of which are for girls; train 250 women as teachers; immunise 6,000 children; and treat nearly 20,000 children for malnutrition.

On 26 January 2012, Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd announced, that Australia would invest in health programs in Ethiopia that will result in more trained health workers, increased rates of immunization and a reduction in maternal and infant deaths. Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd and Ethiopian Minister for Health Tedros Adhanom, signed a new bilateral agreement that includes USD43 million over four years to strengthen national health programs in the country.

Australia has complied with both parts by supporting the implementation and expansion of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries. Thus, it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Yulia Ovchinnikova

Australia: 0

Australia has demonstrated intent to reduce remittance costs.

Australia’s average transfer cost for the first quarter of 2012 is valued above the global average at 11.51% for a transfer amount of USD200 dollars. For a transfer amount of USD500 dollars, Australia’s average transfer cost is below the global average at 7.22%.

According to the World Bank Remittance Prices portal, Australia’s outgoing transfer costs have risen. For a remittance amount of USD200 dollars, average transfer costs increased by 0.02% between the third quarter of 2011 and the first quarter of 2012.
 For a remittance amount of USD500 dollars, average transfer costs increased by 0.76% in the same period.

On 26 October 2011, Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd speaking in Perth at a Pacific Island Foreign Ministers Breakfast announced an AUD3.5 million package supporting Commonwealth developing countries to drive down the costs of remittances over the next 2 years.
 The package “supports target countries in setting up their own mechanisms to increase transparency and competition in the remittance services market.”

As of 1 November 2011, new registration requirements were imposed on providers of remittance services by the Australian government.
 The Australian Transaction and Analysis Centre was the body designated to supervise these measures, which are aimed at increasing the transparency of remittance network providers, remittance network affiliates, and independent remittance dealers.

On 4 November 2011, during a press conference in Cannes, Prime Minister Julia Gillard revealed that she spearheaded the remittance question during G20 discussions and emphasized her commitment to ensure that “people who are earning money can send it to their families back home and not lose too much on the transaction.”

Thus, for demonstrating intent to reduce remittance costs, Australia has received a score of 0.

Analyst: Julia Deutsch

Brazil: 0

Brazil partially complied with the commitment by assisting developing countries enhance their social protection programs.

Brazil’s own economic and social progress has been drawing international attention.
 In 2004 the Brazilian Ministry of Social Development and Hunger Alleviation (MDS) was formed and credited for lifting over 40 million people out of poverty over the years. Its success has led to partnerships with 50 developing nations, many in the African continent. Over the years Brazil has moved away from being an aid recipient towards a donor country and continues to work with other nations to help better develop their social programs.
 Most of Brazil’s social program support for developing countries is facilitated through technical and research training that is funded by Brazil’s development agency, Brazilian Co-operation Agency (ABC), rather through official development assistance (ODA). 

In September 2011, Brazil launched a series of conferences on job creation to promote social dialogue for better and more secure jobs. Elizabeth Tinoco, the International Labour Organization’s Regional Director for Latin America said “in no other country in the world has there been such an effort to engage in social dialogue, with the aim of reaching consensus on the implementation of policies for generating more and better jobs.”
 Although Brazil remains a member and supporter of the UN Global Pulse project, Brazil has not made any new commitments to the project.

Therefore Brazil has partially compiled with the commitment to support social protection programs by coordinating dialogues on social protection programs for developing countries but did not facilitate a reduction in remittance costs and therefore received a score of 0. 

Extended Compliance: 0

ABC consistently partners with developing countries through technical and research training and sharing knowledge on successful social protection intervention programs. In February 2012, in hopes of deepening political and social relations with Peru, the special advisor to the Brazilian president, Marco Aurelio Garcia, said that Brazil’s social program success, “Brazil Sen Meseria” (Brazil without Misery) in particular, has lifted 40 million people out of poverty and that “we want to share all these experiences with Peru.” 

Outside of Brazil’s technical support and training to low income countries, Brazil did not take actions to support the UN’s Global Pulse project or to reduce the cost of sending remittances
 and therefore Brazil received a score of 0. 

Analyst Jeffrey Neto

Brazil: 0

Brazil has partially complied with the commitment to support implementation and expansion of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries.

According to International Organization Global Health Strategies initiatives report, the Government of Brazil committed to supporting the construction of a factory to produce antiretroviral drugs in Mozambique.
 The construction is already under way and the factory is expected to begin its operations in the second half of 2012.

On 17 March 2012, members of the Union of South American Nations adopted the investment program of USD10 million targeted at developing health among other priorities. Brazil committed to pass on 39% of the overall program budget as from 2013.

On 14 May 2012, Brazil made a commitment to donate USD7.5 million to the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) to help fund a food assistance program, education projects and health care in the Gaza Strip. The donation represents an increase of 700% over the amount donated by Brazil to the Gaza Strip in 2011.

Brazil has taken steps to expand social protection floors in developing countries but no information on support to implementation of nationally-designed social protection floors has been found. Thus it is awarded a score of 0.

Analyst: Polina Arkhipova

Brazil: 0

Brazil demonstrated intent to enact the World Bank’s Principles for International Remittance Services nationally.

Brazil’s average transfer cost for the first quarter of 2012 is valued above the global average at 13.13% for a transfer amount of USD200 dollars. For a transfer amount of USD500 dollars, Brazil’s average transfer cost is below the global average at 7.97%.

According to the World Bank Remittance Prices portal, Brazil’s outgoing transfer costs have risen. For a remittance amount of USD200 dollars, average transfer costs increased by 2.22% between the third quarter of 2011 and the first quarter of 2012.
 For a remittance amount of USD500 dollars, average transfer costs increased by 1.9% in the same period.

On 19 February 2012, the Central Bank of Brazil issued a communiqué to its employees and subsidiaries reaffirming its commitment to provide fast, reliable and transparent remittance transfers.

Thus Brazil has been awarded of 0 for its promotion of World Bank General Principles on remittance transfers.

Analyst: Vanessa Guidorizzi

Canada: -1

There was no evidence that Canada took action to reduce remittance costs by increasing transparency of information. Further there was no evidence to indicate that Canada supported the enhancement of social protection programs in developing countries or supported the UN Global Pulse Initiative. Canada did not comply with the commitment. 

Extended Compliance: -1

No information has been provided on the UN Global Pulse or the facilitation of the reduction of costs for transferring remittances in developing countries by the Canadian Development Agency, Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada, and the Department of Finance during this period.  
On 18 November 2011, the Canadian Minister of International Cooperation announced 25 new initiatives to further Canada's support to Africa. Some of these initiatives included helping families increase their household income, helping farmers increase the productivity of their land and livestock and increase the training of health workers.
 However, none of these initiatives enhance social protection in developing and LICs.

Canada did not comply with the commitment. There was no evidence of actions to reduce the costs of remittances, support the UN Global Pulse Initiative or support social protection programs in developing and LICs. 

Analyst Sara Amini

Canada: +1

Canada has fully complied with its commitment to support the implementation and expansion of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries.

Canada is involved in a number of projects aimed at helping developing countries in the framework of the programs realized by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA).

According to the CIDA’s 2011-2012 annual Report on Plans and Priorities, Canadian government plans to spend US$951 million on its programs in low-income countries until the end of the first quarter of 2012.
 CIDA’s low-income countries of focus include Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Ghana, Mali, Mozambique, Pakistan, Senegal, Tanzania, and Vietnam. The programs in these countries will concentrate, inter alia, on improving access to services such as health, education.

The report mentions that to achieve this result CIDA, among other activities, supports education and health services that contribute to the well-being of children and youth. CIDA also supports developing countries’ governments’ objectives to achieve their development goals.

Through its programs Canadian International Development Agency also assists middle-income developing countries, which include Bolivia, Colombia, Honduras, Indonesia, Peru, Ukraine, and the countries of the Caribbean Region. In aiding these countries CIDA pursues a strategy of strengthening citizen participation in their country’s social and economic progress and increasing accountability and effectiveness of public and civil institutions. According to the report it is realized by improving the capacity to deliver services such as education and health; improving public financial management and government capacity to formulate and implement policies, regulations, systems, and services.

CIDA’s program in Vietnam, entitled “Poverty Reduction by Improving Social Services and Health” aims “to build the capacity of University of Labor and Social Affairs in Hanoi and other universities in Northern Vietnam that offer social work program in order to educate professional social workers and professors at the Master’s level.” This project contributes to increasing the number of qualified social work practitioners available and to improving health and living conditions of the poor and disadvantaged women, men and children.”

CIDA has an ongoing (until 2018) project in Peru, which among other goals “aims to enhance the capacity of the Government of Peru and five regional governments to plan and deliver equitable and inclusive public services to citizens,” thus contributing to the expansion of social protection mechanisms in Peru.

CIDA’s project in Mongolia “is designed to support small projects proposed and implemented by local organizations in Mongolia through providing funding for small projects that offer direct social, economic, or technical assistance to local populations.”

Canada continues to realize its international programs aimed, among other issues, at helping developing countries’ governments to implement and expand such components of social protection systems as healthcare, education, food and income security, expanded economic opportunities for women and youth. Thus, it has been awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Andrei Sakharov
Canada: +1

Canada has reduced the cost of remittance transfers.

Canada’s average transfer cost for the first quarter of 2012 is valued above the global average at 12.78% for a transfer amount of USD200 dollars. For a transfer amount of USD500 dollars, Canada’s average transfer cost is below the global average at 6.88%.

Canada entered into partnerships with India
 in 2004, and Jamaica
 in 2005, to facilitate the transfer of remittances by reducing cost and removing legislative barriers.
 Since then, no new partnerships or policies regarding remittances have been implemented.

According to the World Bank Remittance Prices portal, Canada’s outgoing transfer costs have fallen. For a remittance amount of USD200 dollars, average transfer costs decreased by 0.72% between the third quarter of 2011 and the first quarter of 2012.
 For a remittance amount of USD500 dollars, average transfer costs decreased by 0.58% in the same period.

Thus, Canada received a score of +1 for reducing the cost of remittance transfers.

Analyst: Kevin Hong

China

N/A

China: 0

China has partially complied with the commitment on social protection floors.

On 17 November 2011, China handed over Tirunesh-Beijing Ethio-China Friendship Hospital to Ethiopia at Akaki area. The state-of-art Hospital has been constructed with a capital of CNY80 million (approximately USD12.7 million) by the Chinese government. Ethiopian State Minister of Health stated, “China thus helped to build up Ethiopian human resources and capacities through the transfer of knowledge, skills and technologies which help accelerate their determined efforts to build up Ethiopian health system and expand service delivery.”

On 22 March 2012, China has donated 466 cartons of anti-malaria medicines worth USD500 000 to Liberia as means of supporting the health sector of the country.

China has taken actions to support the implementation ofnationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries, but has not taken actions to support their expansion.Thus, China has been awarded a score of 0.
Analyst: Svetlana Nikitina

China: 0

China demonstrated intent to enact policies consistent with World Bank’s Principles for International Remittance Services.

In January 2012, the statistics department of the People’s Bank of China (PBOC) noted in a report that China has a “strategic opportunity” presently to relax restrictions on capital flows.
 In February 2012, the People’s Bank of China published its fourth-quarter monetary policy report in which it expressed intent to ‘explore’ cross-border capital transactions in Chinese Yuan.
 The government has yet to formulate a method for easing controls on cross border capital flows.
 These initiatives, if implemented, would improve access to domestic payment infrastructures and are consistent with General Principle 4 of the World Bank’s Principles for International Remittance Services.

Thus, for demonstrating intent to enact policies consistent with World Bank General Principles, China received a score of 0.

Analyst: Oluwaseun Onasanya

France: 0

France partially complied with the commitment by facilitating initiatives which work to decrease the cost of remittances but did not support the development or enhancement of social protection programs in LDCs.

For the second part of this commitment, France has shown significant efforts to facilitate a reduction in the cost of remittance transfers. Since 2009, France has funded and maintained a website called envoidargent.fr, designed to help diminish remittance transfer costs and facilitate information about low-cost options for twenty-one developing countries. Within this compliance period, France added a number of new partners to the site, as well as published a number of studies and reports on costs and impacts of remittances, in order to further expand available information and resources and subsequently lower overall costs.

In March 2011, the World Bank released a report entitled “Remittance Prices Worldwide,” which indicated that France had succeeded in significantly reducing its remittance costs from previous years.
 This suggests that France’s actions have been not only “facilitating” the reduction in remittance transfer costs as the commitment specifies, but actually achieving a concrete reduction in the average price of transfers. 

Thus, for partial compliance for facilitating the reduction of remittance costs 

Analyst Leanne Rasmussen
Extended Compliance: 0

On 25 November 2011, France hosted a conference with a group of developing countries, designed to promote their economic development. The conference focused on creating value-added employment in a changing economic environment,
 thus helping these countries to develop employment strategies.  

There was no indication that France helped implement the UN Global Pulse Initiative in this time period.

France also made additional efforts to facilitate a reduction in remittance transfer costs. Following the French-hosted G20 Summit, the government-run Envoiedargent.com released an editorial tracking the G8 and G20’s actions on remittance transfer costs over the past few years. It finished with a detailed plan of action for the year ahead, and policy options for G20 countries to consider in order to meet the goal of reducing costs from 10% to 5% of the amount transferred.
 Two new partners were also added to the site during this time, further facilitating transparency and availability of information in order to reduce costs.

In December 2011, the French Development Agency and Savings Without Borders released a report to propose practical solutions to reduce the costs of migrant remittances and increase their impact on development. The proposals focus on improving linked bank accounts (dual bank accounts for migrants in their country of residence and in their home country with activities coordinated between the banks of both countries), the development of innovative financial products, support for electronic payment technologies and the adaptation of regulatory and legislative frameworks. 7 ways in which to optimize remittances and their impact on development are put forth, such as: reducing the cost of migrant remittances will increase their contribution to development, and acquiring an understanding of the local context is the key to reducing the cost of remittances and informal flows.

As France partially complied with the first part of this commitment, and fully complied with the second part, it again received a score of 0. 

Analyst: Leanne Rasmussen and Zaria Shaw
France: +1

France has complied with its commitment to take actions to support the implementation and expansionofsocial protection floors in developing countries.
On 4 March 2012, Jean Leonetti Minister to the Minister of State, Henri de Raincourt Minister of Foreign and European Affairs responsible for Cooperation presented French aid measures and reaffirmed commitment to spend almost one billion euros per year to improve health protection in developing countries.

On 7 March 2012, Fédération hospitalière de France (FHF) and French Development Agency (AFD) signed a EUR2 million grant agreement. The aim is to develop hospital networks and partnerships in order to improve healthcare quality and hospital management in developing countries.

France continues to support the implementation and expansionofsocial protection floors in different vulnerable regions. Thus, France has been awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Vitaly Nagornov

France: 0

France has demonstrated intent to enact policy for reducing remittance costs.

On 21 February 2012, France’s Minister for Cooperation, Henri de Raincourt, led a group of officials to attend a conference hosted by Kamal Elkeshen, Vice President of the African Development Bank (ADB), on money transfers to Africa from migrants.
 The conference discussed in detail a series of recommendations made by a study on reducing the cost of remittances by the credit institution Epargne sans Frontières and co-financed by the ADB and the French Development Agency.
 The study recommended a process called “bi-banking” which stipulates coordination between the banks in sending and receiving countries and suggested the development of: (1) new financial products, (2) new technology for electronic transfers, and (3) legal and regulatory frameworks.
 At the conclusion of the conference, France reaffirmed its commitment to continue on this path and encouraged officials to work towards implementing recommendations made by the study.
 France’s average transfer cost for the first quarter of 2012 is valued above the global average at 13.45% for a transfer amount of USD200 dollars. For a transfer amount of USD500 dollars, France’s average transfer cost is below the global average at 6.71%.

According to the World Bank Remittance Prices portal, France’s outgoing transfer costs did not change significantly. For a remittance amount of USD200 dollars, average transfer costs decreased by 0.03% between the third quarter of 2011 and the first quarter of 2012.
 For a remittance amount of USD500 dollars, average transfer costs increased by 0.08% in the same period.

Thus, France received a score of 0 for demonstrating intent to enact policy for reducing remittance costs.

Analyst: Julia Deutsch

Germany: 0

Germany partially complied with its commitment to improve income security and resilience through promoting social protection programs and reducing remittance costs. While Germany contributed to improving social protection and reducing remittance costs, it did not made efforts to further implementation of the UN Global Pulse Initiative.  

Germany was active in pushing for social protection at the World Health Assembly, where it proposed a resolution on social protection for the sick. The resolution was adopted in May 201l, thereby furthering efforts to promote “socially equitable and sustainable financing structures” for health insurance and poverty reduction. 

Germany maintains a website (http://www.geldtransfair.de) designed to facilitate transparent information on the costs of sending remittances, thereby lowering the overall cost. The website is run on behalf of the Federal Ministry of Cooperation and Development (BMZ).
 Additionally, in April 2011, Germany published a policy document entitled “Migration: harnessing the opportunities to promote development,” which outlined how Germany could support the role of remittances in fostering development and income security.

Although these actions support social protection, given the absence of action on the UN Global Pulse Initiative, Germany is awarded a score of 0. 

Extended Compliance: 0

On 15 March 2012, Germany supported the development of new insurance policies to help more than five million small-scale farmers and their families to protect themselves when their crops fail. The policies will be available in seven countries. In an initial phase, around 30 million people in Bangladesh, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Thailand, the Philippines and Viet Nam will be affected by increased economic security. The program will be implemented by Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, on behalf of BMZ, Allianz Re, and the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), fort he projected three year duration of the project.

Analyst Leanne Rasmussen
Germany: +1
Germany has fully complied with its development commitment.

New funding has been provided by Germany to support the implementation of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries and it has also taken measures to support their expansion.

On 6 December 2011, German Development Minister Dirk Niebel and Togo’s President Faure Gnassingbé announced the resumption of German development cooperation. Niebel pledged an initial commitment of EUR27 million. The funds will go to joint development efforts, for example in the fields of vocational education
 aiming to teach and maintain the skills required for those in Togo to find secure employment, maintain their livelihoods and serve as the basis for their participation in society
.

On 7 December 2011, Germany and Malawi held government negotiations on development cooperation in Lilongwe. At the negotiations, EUR41 million was committed for bilateral development cooperation. The remaining commitments have been earmarked for poverty reduction, especially by means of investment in health and population policy and efforts to strengthen transparency and accountability.

On 5 April 2012, German Development Minister Dirk Niebel and Melinda Gates, Co-Chair of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, agreed they would work together on family planning and maternal health. They jointly made a commitment for EUR20 million, with each side providing half of that amount, to support family planning projects in West Africa.

Germany has complied with both parts of the commitment, supporting implementation and expansionofnationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Yulia Ovchinnikova

Germany: -1

Germany did not demonstrate intent to reduce remittance costs or enact policy consistent with World Bank General Principles.

Germany’s average transfer cost for the first quarter of 2012 is valued above the global average at 13.74% for a transfer amount of USD200 dollars. For a transfer amount of USD500 dollars, Germany’s average transfer cost is below the global average at 6.76%.

According to the World Bank Remittance Prices portal, Germany’s outgoing transfer costs rose for smaller transfer amounts and did not change significantly for larger amounts. For a remittance amount of USD200 dollars, average transfer costs increased by 0.5% between the third quarter of 2011 and the first quarter of 2012.
 For a remittance amount of USD500 dollars, average transfer costs decreased by 0.08% in the same period.

Thus, Germany received a score of -1 for failing to demonstrate intent to reduce costs or enact policy consistent with World Bank General Principles.

Analyst: Oluwaseun Onasanya

India: -1

There was no evidence to indicate that India complied with the commitment to enhance social protection in developing and LICs, supported the UN Global Pulse Initiative or supported the reduction of remittance costs. Therefore India was awarded a score of -1. 

Extended Compliance: -1
There was no evidence to indicate that India complied with the commitment. 

Analyst Vy Nguyen

India: -1

India has failed to comply with the development commitment.

On 10 January 2012, Indian Commerce, Industries and Textiles Minister Anand Sharma discussed with Zimbabwean Finance Minister Tendai Biti the proposal for a credit line of USD100 million for strengthening health infrastructure in Zimbabwe. The two Ministers agreed to accelerate the execution of the India-Africa Forum Summit Action Plan.
 No facts of this proposal’s further implementation have been found.

No facts that India has taken actions to support the implementation and expansion of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries have been found. Therefore, it has been awarded a score of -1.

Analyst: Vitaly Nagornov

India: +1

India has enacted policy for reducing remittance costs.

On 29 March 2012, The Bank of India signed a service agreement with TimesofMoney, a Mumbai-baised digital payment service provider, to offer technology-driven remittance services to non-resident Indians in the UK. The initiative aims to provide a fast, secure, and cost effective way to remit money to India.

Thus, India received a score of +1 for enacting policy for reducing remittance costs.

Analyst: Rezwana Islam

Indonesia: 0 

On 24 October 2011, Indonesia and Timor-Leste signed the Agreement on Cash Value Payment for Retirement Savings between PT TASPEN and SEFOPE.
  This was following the technical meetings that took place on 23 October 2011 during which determinant payment for Retirement Savings for the former province of East Timor’s retired civil servants and army and police officials in particular were discussed.
 This is a demonstration of Indonesian efforts towards enhancing social protection programs. Note that PT TASPEN
 manages pension funds as well as welfare programs for civil servants and seeks to “realize the benefits and better service for participants and other stakeholders in professional and accountable, based on integrity and high ethics”,
 while SEFOPE is Timor-Leste’s State Secretariat for Vocational Training and Employment. 

Indonesia supported the development of a social protection program however, there was no evidence that the Indonesian Government helped to implement the UN Global Pulse Initiative or to facilitate a reduction in the cost of remittance transfers.

Thus, Indonesia was awarded an overall score of 0.

Extended Compliance: 0

Indonesia indirectly verbally supported the UN Global Pulse Initiative. Foreign Minister Natalegawa expressed at the “Application of Information and Communication Technology for a Better Foreign Ministry” talk show on 2 January 2012:

“We are living in an era of open flow information, amidst the massively changed communication means and mediums. Bureaucracy and work organization must adapt with the instant and real-time communication mechanism and information dissemination as well as the demand for speedy preparation of an accurate and reliable knowledge management. The problem we are facing right now is no longer a lack of information but as a matter of fact, a flood of information…paradox of plenty of how we are able to select information from the background noise as to make decision making process highly accurate.”

Indonesia’s Foreign Ministry is reportedly in the process of creating a blueprint that will incorporate the support of information and communication technology (ICT), which will further provide a “foundation and guideline for the application and development of an effective and efficient ICT-based work system”.
 The aim is to appreciate the significance of comprehensive ICT application and to then act accordingly to achieve it.

Indonesia supported a social protection program and verbally and indirectly supported the UN Global Pulse Initiative but did not work towards reducing the cost of remittances and therefore was awarded a score of partial compliance. 

Analyst Vy Nguyen
Indonesia: 0

Indonesia has partially complied with the commitment to support the implementation and expansion of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries, especially low income countries.
At the meeting with the Chairman of the Myanmar National Human Rights Commission U Win Mra Indonesian Foreign Minister Marty Natalegawa confirmed that the Indonesian Government would continue supporting Myanmar’s economic development by building institutional capacity in the areas the country needs.

On 10 April 2012, Indonesia launched six South-South and triangular cooperation programs for developing countries: Indonesia‘s South-South and Triangular cooperation Forum, Publications on Indonesia‘s Technical Cooperation Capacities, an International Training Programme on Post-Harvest Technologies on Fruits and Veges, an International Training Programme on Water Management for African countries, a Workshop on the Strengthening of Technical Cooperation through Public Private Partnership, and the Dissemination of Implementing Agencies‘ Facilities to Development Partners. Indonesian Foreign Minister Marty Natalegawa said that the programs were an “Indonesia‘s contribution to the common effort to achieve global prosperity,” including achieving the MDGs by 2015. According to the press reports 14 countries (Fiji, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Timor Leste, Cambodia, Algeria, Egypt, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Iran, Mexico, Madagascar, Sudan, and Zimbabwe) joined the programs.

Indonesia has been awarded a score of 0 for taking some measures which could possibly support implementation and expansion of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries.

Analyst: Elena Martynova

Indonesia: 0

Indonesia has demonstrated intent to determine policies that reduce remittance costs.

On 5 December 2006, the Indonesian central bank introduced new regulation dealing with remittances sent through non-bank financial institutions. Due to the lower administrative costs of non-bank financial institutions, the regulation was created “to provide greater assurance in the areas of security, transparency, legal protection and customer protection.”
 Since then, Indonesia has not implemented any further policies to reduce remittance prices.

On 2 April 2012 at the 7th ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) Council meeting, the Indonesian minister of trade announced that Indonesia would be facilitating an AEC forum later in the year to discuss the best practices of financial inclusion and improving the flow of remittances.

Thus, Indonesia received a score of 0 for demonstrating intent to reduce costs or enact policy consistent with World Bank General Principles.

Analyst: Kevin Hong

Italy: 0 

Italy partially complied with the commitment to improve developing countries’ income security and resilience to adverse shocks by facilitating efforts to reduce the cost of transferring remittances and by contributing to social protection programs. 

Italy has a public remittance database certified by the World Bank. The database, which is strongly supported by the Global Remittances Working Group, reduces the cost of sending remittances by improving market transparency.
 According to the World Bank, “these databases serve as a tool that allows remitters to easily compare different services and costs, and have a more accurate idea on how much the beneficiary will receive. At the same time, the publication of price comparison tables helps to push the actors competing in the market towards efficiency and lower costs”.
 

At the Spring Meeting of the Global Remittances Working Group on 15 April 2011, Italy’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, represented by Giandomenico Magliano, spoke at the special session on “Innovative Financing and International Remittances”.
 Magliano emphasized that “proper knowledge of remittance markets would bring transparency that would lead to competition”.
 Moreover, he highlighted Italy’s efforts to reduce the cost of remittances by implementing a national database that tracks the cost of sending remittances from Italy.
     

On 9 May 2011, the World Bank together with the governments of Italy, Australia, Bangladesh, Benin, and France discussed their commitment to reduce the cost of remittances and their impact on LDCs’ development at the 4th UN Conference on LDCs in Istanbul.
 This discussion provided an important platform for participants to engage with the work of the Global Remittances Working Group and with existing tools that LDCs can implement to reduce the cost of remittances, and therefore, to maximize the economic benefit they receive from them.
 

Despite Italy’s efforts to reduce the cost of transferring remittances, it has failed to demonstrate a strong commitment to improve developing countries’ social protection programs. Most notably, there is no evidence that Italy has implemented the UN Global Pulse Initiative. 

Extended Compliance: 0
In the final analysis, Italy has partially complied with the G20’s commitment to improve developing countries’ income security and resilience to adverse shocks by facilitating efforts to reduce the cost of transferring remittances and by contributing to social protection programs. Therefore, Italy is awarded a score of 0. 

Analyst Ashely Periera

Italy: +1

Italy has fully complied with the commitment on social protection floors.

It has taken actions to support both implementation and expansion of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries

On 9 November 2011, Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) announced that 70 nurses from 12 of Kenya’s rural hospitals were attending an advanced nursing course. The course is part of the “Support for district health services and development of public-private partnership (PPP) policies” that received EUR4 million in funding from the MFA. The programme operates
at two levels. At the national level, it envisages legislation to regulate PPP policies in the health sector. And at the province level, it implements a series of initiatives to boost infrastructure, equipment and training in 12 hospitals in the Eastern and Nyanza Provinces. The need for nursing training courses arose from Kenya’s grave shortage of specialist nurses, a shortfall of over 1000 nurses in the country’s hospitals as of October 2011.

On 14 December 2011, the Italian Cooperation announced that Ethiopian government launched a new plan for the prevention of the HIV especially where the Italian Cooperation is also engaged. The plan would affect 90% of pregnant women and provide with antiretrovirals at least 80% HIV-positive persons. The Italian Cooperation together with the United Nations Population Fund (UNPFA) aims to provide technical assistance to the Ethiopian Ministry of Health to improve effectiveness, efficiency, coordination, and transparency of activities in response to the HIV/AIDS.

On 20 January 2012, the Italian Cooperation started up a new project in Djibouti, authorized by Italian MFA on 23 November 2011, with EUR2.2 million in funding for the promotion of maternal-infant healthcare. The programme, in its launching stage, would train approximately 300 public socio-healthcare workers over a 3-year period, with the benefit going to 20% of the populations of both Djibouti and neighbouring Somalia.

On 12 March 2012, the Development Cooperation Steering Committee of Italy approved a EUR20-million package of aid for developing countries. Over EUR3 million would go to interventions in the healthcare, nutrition and agriculture sectors in Somalia through UNICEF, FAO, UNDP, UNHCR and OCHR. Italian aid would continue in Sudan and South Sudan through various programmes for respective amounts of EUR3 million and EUR2 million, and include the areas of healthcare, education to the populations affected by civil war. EUR1 million would go for healthcare in Lebanon.

Italy has taken actions to support the implementation and expansionofnationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries. Thus, it has been awarded a score of +1.
Analyst: Anna Vekshina

Italy: +1

Italy has met its target of a 5% or lower average transfer cost for a remittance amount of USD500 dollars. It has reduced the cost of remittance transfers and its average transfer costs are substantially below the global average of 10% for a USD200 dollar transfer amount.

Italy’s average transfer cost for the first quarter of 2012 is valued below the global average at 7.92% for a transfer amount of USD200 dollars. For a transfer amount of USD500 dollars, Italy’s average transfer cost is valued below the G20 target at 4.77%.

According to the World Bank Remittance Prices portal, Italy’s outgoing transfer costs have fallen. For a remittance amount of USD200 dollars, average transfer costs decreased by 0.19% between the third quarter of 2011 and the first quarter of 2012.
 For a remittance amount of USD500 dollars, average transfer costs decreased by 0.3% in the same period.

On 2 March 2012, the Government of Italy introduced a tax simplification decree that repealed the 2% tax on remittances sent by undocumented residents in Italy.

Thus, Italy received a score of +1 for reducing the cost of remittance transfers.

Japan:

N/A

Japan: +1

Japan has fully complied with its commitment to support the implementation and expansion of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries.

Japan is involved in a number of cooperation programs aimed at helping developing countries implement and enhance their social protection systems.

According to the Japan International Development Agency (JICA) Annual Report 2011 Japan’s key areas of interest in the social sphere are: social insurance and social welfare, education, healthcare, support for people with disabilities, labor and employment.

On 11 November 2011, JICA signed a Loan Agreement with the Asia Commercial Joint Stock Bank (ACB), one of the largest private commercial banks in Vietnam, for an Industrial Human Resources Development Project. Under the agreement, JICA will support Vietnamese company Esuhai Co., Ltd. in its projects for school building construction, thus promoting the expansion of social protection floors in Vietnam.

Japan is realizing several projects in Vietnam, including the project for improvement of the quality of human resources in the Medical Service System This project is scheduled for completion by the end of fiscal year 2013. Other ongoing projects in this country include Project for Strengthening Medical Rehabilitation Service in the Southern Area of Vietnam and establishing the Asia-Pacific Development Center on Disability.

JICA’s projects in China include several programs aimed at institution building and human resources development for social security and health systems.

Japan International development Agency continues to participate in a number of programs designed to help developing countries establish or enhance their social protection floors. Thus Japan is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Andrei Sakharov

Japan: +1

Japan has reduced the cost of remittance transfers.

Japan’s average transfer cost for the first quarter of 2012 is valued above the global average at 15.84% for a transfer amount of USD200 dollars. For a transfer amount of USD500 dollars, Japan’s average transfer cost is below the global average at 7.33%.

According to the World Bank Remittance Prices portal, Japan’s outgoing transfer costs have fallen. For a remittance amount of USD200 dollars, average transfer costs decreased by 1% between the third quarter of 2011 and the fourth quarter of 2012.
 For a remittance amount of USD500 dollars, average transfer costs decreased by 0.61% in the same period.

Thus, Japan received a score of +1 for reducing the cost of remittance transfers.

Analyst: Ahmed Al-Sa’d

Korea: 0 

The Republic of Korea supported the development of social protection programs but did not support the UN Global Pulse Initiative or the reduction of the cost of remittances and therefore received a score of partial compliance.

On 12 May 2011, the Korea International Cooperation Agency conducted a seventeen-day advanced vocational education and training program for twenty participants from Iraq. The program examined Iraq’s current vocational training policy, and studied job placement trends and vocational training insurance, including unemployment insurance and industrial accident insurance. Possible improvements to Iraq’s vocational training system were also identified.
 

On 10 July 2011, the Korea International Cooperation Agency conducted a 21-day vocational education and training program for fifteen participants from Ethiopia. The program examined Ethiopia’s current vocational training policy, and studied job placement trends and vocational training insurance, including unemployment insurance and industrial accident insurance. The program also looked at the advantages and disadvantages of the current vocational training system in Ethiopia, highlighting possible improvements.
 

On 2 October 2011, the Korea International Cooperation Agency conducted a fourteen-day vocational training policy program for fourteen participants from Jordan. The program was intended to strengthen vocational training in Jordan by using Korea’s vocational training policy and system operations as an example. Participants were also taught about the impact that vocational training can have on a countries economy.
 The program also examined job placement data in Jordan, and insurance policies.

In the third quarter of 2011, the Republic of Korea had some of the cheapest remitting costs in the G20, at an average cost of 6.36%.
 Korea, Brazil and China are the most expensive receiving countries in the G20. Sending money to Korea costs 19 percent; however, it is important to notice that the only sending country captured for Korea is Japan, which is among the most expensive sending markets.

Extended Compliance: 0

There was no new evidence to support compliance with the commitment.

Analyst Julia Hein

Korea: +1
Korea has fully complied with its commitment to support the implementation and expansion of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries, especially low income countries.

Korea has taken actions to support implementationofnationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries

On 3-5 December 2011, Korean experts presented the final research results and policy recommendations on developing the system of education in Saudi Arabia.
 Possible cooperation of Korea and Saudi Arabia on this issue was discussed.

Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) conducts a training program “Healthcare Policy and Program Management.” The programs are a part of the Korean government’s grant aid and technical cooperation program. The major goal is to help the participating countries improve their status of public health by sharing with them Korea’s successful experience in community healthcare
. During the compliance period Vietnam
 and Ethiopia
 participated in the program.

On 21 February 2012, KOICA finished a USD3.5 million grant aid project to eliminate poverty in local farming communities and improve living conditions in Bangladesh. A handover ceremony and workshop were held on 13 February 2012 to commemorate the project’s close and assess its outcome. As part of the project new schools and community centres had been constructed in eleven villages.

Korea has complied with both parts of the commitment, thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Pavel Zhdanov

Korea: +1

Korea has met its target of a 5% or lower average transfer cost for a remittance amount of USD500 dollars. For a USD200 dollar transfer amount, Korea’s average transfer costs are substantially below the global average. In addition, Korea demonstrated intent to enact policy consistent with World Bank General Principles.

Korea’s average transfer cost for the first quarter of 2012 is valued below the global average at 6.78% for a transfer amount of USD200 dollars. For a transfer amount of USD500 dollars, Korea’s average transfer cost is valued below the G20 target at 3.75%.

According to the World Bank Remittance Prices portal, Korea outgoing transfer costs have risen. For a remittance amount of USD200 dollars, average transfer costs increased by 0.32% between the third quarter of 2011 and the fourth quarter of 2012.
 For a remittance amount of USD500 dollars, average transfer costs increased by 0.6% in the same period.

On 30 January 2012, Korean government officials from the Banker’s Association and from the

Financial Supervisory service declared that they were working with banks both within and outside the country to reduce remittance charges in Korea so that foreigners can easily use banking services.
This initiative is improves access to financial services and is consistent with General Principle 2 of the World Bank’s Principles for International Remittance Services.

Thus, Korea received a score of +1 for having average transfer costs substantially below the global average and for demonstrating intent to enact policy consistent with World Bank General Principles.

Analyst: Oluwaseun Onasanya

Mexico: -1

Mexico did not comply with its commitment to assist developing countries improve their social protection programs or to facilitate the reduction in remittances.

Though not under the banner of the UN Global Pulse Initiative, Mexico supported projects that closely mirror Global Pulses strategies for research and networked think tanks, “bring together government experts, UN agencies, academia and the private sector to pioneer new applications of real-time data to development challenges:”

Mexico received a -1. 

Extended Compliance: 0

On the 16 April, 2012, Mexico pledged to aid the Dominican Republic in strengthening its social protection programs, with a focus on unemployment and economic growth.

Having contributed to a social protection program in developing countries, but with no specific focus on remittance transfers and no direct reference to the UN Global Pulse Initiative, Mexico was awarded a score of 0.

Mexico partially complied with the commitment by supporting social protection programs

Analyst Misha Potkyus

Mexico: 0
Mexico has partially complied with the commitment to implement and expand nationally-designed social protection floors.

According to the UNDP the Mexican experience of developing its own social protection floors is being shared with developing countries as part of sharing innovative experience.

On 1-2 April 2012, Mexico hosted the International Forum on Universal Health Coverage. The participants from 21 countries met to exchange experiences and promote international cooperation on efforts to sustain progress towards universal health coverage.

Mexico has taken some measures to assist in implementation of social protection floors abroad through best practice sharing and leading by example and thus is awarded a score of 0.

Analyst: Polina Arkhipova

Mexico: -1

Mexico has not demonstrated intent to reduce remittance costs or enact policies consistent with World Bank General Principles.

However, it is to be noted that Article 41 of the Mexican Constitution forbids “the dissemination of all government propaganda in the media” during electoral campaigns.
 As a result, access to information about government programs, actions, works or achievements are restricted during the period of 30 March to 1 July 2012
 and may distort scoring.

Thus, Mexico received a score of -1 for failing to demonstrate intent to reduce costs or enact policies consistent with World Bank General Principles.

Analyst: Rezwana Islam

Russia: 0 

Russia failed to comply with its commitment to assist developing countries enhance social protection programs, including through further implementation of the UN Global Pulse Initiative, however Russia did comply with the commitment to reduce the average cost of transferring remittances. 

During 2011, the Russian average cost of transferring remittances declined from 2.88 percent to 2.68 percent. Russia maintains the lowest average sending cost within the G20 country averages for the period of 2011.

Russia was awarded a score of 0 for partially complying with the commitment to assist developing countries enhance social protection programs, and reduce the average cost of transferring remittances. 

Analyst Julia Hein and Inesa Buchyn

Extended Compliance:  0

In 2011, the “Strategy 2020” – new version of Official Conception of long-term social and economic development of the Russian Federation until 2020” was published. The document contains ideas and plans for reduction of transferring remittances and social protection programs.

No more information to contribute to fulfilling compliance was found on the Government of the Russian Federation website, the Federal labour and employment agency of the Russian Federation website.

Analyst Dilbar Sadykova

Russia: 0
Russia has partially complied with its commitment on development.

Russia contributes to the development of school meal program in Armenia.According to the Russian Government decision of 30 June 2010 US$6 million should be allocated in 2011-2012 to the World Food Programme (WFP) for realization of this program.
 The goal of Russian and the WFP is “to make the programmes self sufficient and nationally-owned.”
On 14 November 2011 the Russian Government adopted the action plan on the realization of the Complex Program of Russia’s Participation in International Cooperation on Agriculture, Fishery and Food Security. According to the action plan relevant authorities should negotiate plans for development of a school meal system in Tajikistan in 2011-2012. Launch of a similar program in Kyrgyzstan is also planned.

Russia has taken some steps to support implementation of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries but these actions were limited to one specific issue and no facts of expanding nationally-designed social protection floors during the compliance period have been found. Thus, it has been awarded a score of 0.

Analyst: Mark Rakhmangulov

Russia: +1

Russia has fully complied with its commitment to reduce the average cost of transferring remittances.

Russia’s average transfer cost for the first quarter of 2012 is valued below the G20 target at 2.5% for a transfer amount of USD200 dollars. For a transfer amount of USD500 dollars, Russia’s average transfer cost is valued below the G20 target at 2.5%.

According to the World Bank Remittance Prices portal, Russia’s outgoing transfer costs for a transfer amount of USD200 fell by 0.41% between the third quarter of 2011 and the first quarter of 2012. For a transfer amount of USD500, prices also fell by 0.4% in the same period.

On 24 December 2011, provisions of the Federal Law On the National Payment System regulating the procedures for rendering payment services came into force. The law provides for improving transparency and consumer protection of remittance services, including through the requirement of disclosing fees and exchange rate data by providers.

Thus, Russia receives a score of +1 for full compliance with its commitment on remittance transfers.

Analyst: Andrey Shelepov

Saudi Arabia: -1

Saudi Arabia failed to take actions to assist developing countries in preserving or promoting social protection programs, to facilitate initiatives to decrease remittances or to support the UN Global Pulse Initiative. 

Even though in 2010 the Saudi Fund for Development, under the leadership of the Minister of Finance, increased its budget by 23 percent from 2009,
 its focus remained on infrastructure projects in the form of bilateral loans.
 No new initiatives or announcements in support of this commitment were made in 2011. 

As a result of increasing domestic unemployment within Saudi Arabia, particularly among youth
, Saudi Arabia has made an effort to curb remittances and has limited employment of foreigners, such as in the area of housekeeping.

Thus, Saudi Arabia did not fulfill its commitment to either assist developing countries in improving their social protection programs nor in facilitating the reduction of costs for transferring remittances in developing countries.

Extended Compliance: -1

There was no evidence to suggest that Saudi Arabia complied with the commitment in the extended compliance period. 

Saudi Arabia: 0

Saudi Arabia has partially complied with its commitment tosupport the implementation and expansion of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries, especially low income countries.

On 14 March 2012, Saudi Arabia-based Islamic Development Bank (IDB) and its affiliates decided to provide financing of USD2 billion for the implementation of projects in Nigeria in several areas, including education and health. It also budgeted USD700 million for capacity building to address poverty and other related initiatives in 2012.
Saudi Arabia provides a large part (27%) of the budget of the Islamic Development Bank.

On 24 March 2012, during the two days “IDB Group-Nigeria Business Forum” IDB and the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria signed US$98 million agreement to support bilingual Arabic/English) education in Nigeria. This support will help bridge the gap between formal and informal education in Nigeria, within the bilingual education programme.

Saudi Arabia has taken actions to expand nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries through Islamic Development Bank, but no facts of its bilateral support to implementation of the social protection floors in developing countries have been found. Thus it is awarded a score of 0.

Analyst: Alexey Mironov

Saudi Arabia: +1

Saudi Arabia has met its target of a 5% or lower average transfer cost for both USD200 dollar and USD500 dollar transfer amounts.

Saudi Arabia’s average transfer cost for the first quarter of 2012 is valued below the G20 target at 4.18% for a transfer amount of USD200 dollars. For a transfer amount of USD500 dollars, Saudi Arabia’s average transfer cost is valued below the G20 target at 2.49%.

According to the World Bank Remittance Prices portal, Saudi Arabia’s outgoing transfer costs did not change significantly for a transfer amount of USD200 dollars, and rose for a transfer amount of USD500 dollars. For a remittance amount of USD200 dollars, average transfer costs increased by 0.08% between the third quarter of 2011 and the first quarter of 2012.
 For a remittance amount of USD500 dollars, average transfer costs increased by 0.26% in the same period.

On 21 March 2012, the Dammam-based Al-Sharq newspaper quoted an informed force at the Labour Ministry revealing that the ministry was coordinating with ministries of Interior and Finance to lay down rules and regulations that would “reduce the large amounts of financial remittances foreigners annually make to the outside.”
 If the initiative is enacted, it could make it more costly to remit from Saudi Arabia.

Thus, Saudi Arabia receives a score of +1 for having average costs lower than the the G20 target of 5%.

Analyst: Ahmed Al-Sa’d

South Africa: -1

South Africa failed to comply with the commitment, it did not support the enhancement of developing countries social protection programs, support the UN Global Pulse initiative or work to reduce the cost of remittances.

On 22 June 2011, South Africa announced it was in the midst of making a decision on how to best assist Swaziland to resolve its financial problems. A reduced demand for exports applied enough stress to warrant a request for assistance from South Africa and the IMF. According to the Director-General of South Africa’s International Relations Department, Mr. Jerry Matjila, “The [real] question is how much we can help…[if] we want a stable continent, we [need to] start with our neighbors.” 
 Statements such as these indicate partial compliance as South Africa has not yet completed an action to support income security, but is still in negotiations. 

On 18 October 2011, when India, Brazil, and South Africa (IBSA) gathered at the fifth summit of Heads of State and Governments of IBSA dialogue forum, the leaders stressed the need to strengthen social policies and to fight poverty, unemployment and hunger.

South Africa engaged in general discussions on social protection but did not discuss actions or programs to support social protection in developing and LICs or support the reduction of remittances and therefore was awarded a score of -1. 

Analyst Jennifer Vlasiu & Nayef Andrabi

Extended Compliance: -1

From 6-10 February 2012, South Africa attended the 38th African Regional Labour Administration Centre Governing Council Meeting on Accelerating Social Security Services. Other attendees included Botswana, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, Mauritius, Namibia, Nigeria, Sierra-Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Swaziland, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe, with Eritrea, Mozambique, Seychelles, Tanzania and Gambia as observers.  During this meeting a presentation was made on the Social Protection for Rural Development in NEPAD, and a Memorandum of Understanding was signed on 9 February 2012 between NEPAD and the African Regional Labour Administration Centre Governing council, to establish a framework for cooperation on the development of a link with the NEPAD process and finding a place for employment and labour policies within NEPAD dispensation.

Although South Africa engaged in general discussions concerning improving social protection programs, and supported increased attention on employment and labour policies through NEPAD, it did not assist developing countries in improving their social protection programs.

No information was available to suggest that South Africa complied with the commitment to reduce the cost of remittances. In addition, on 24 April 2012, South Africa was reported as having one of the world’s highest remittance costs.
 

South Africa has not complied, and is awarded -1.

Analyst Baillie McGurn
South Africa: 0

South Africa has partially complied with the commitment on development.

In 2012 the South African Development Partnership Agency (SADPA) and Partnership Development Fund are expected to replace the African Renaissance and International Cooperation Fund.
 The latter is focused on conflict resolution and peacekeeping in countries including Mali, Zimbabwe, Burundi and the Democratic Republic of Congo.
 SADPA will enable South Africa to cooperate with other African countries not just as a donor but as a development partner addressing challenges of poverty, underdevelopment and marginalisation.

According to the Reuters, South Africa is a leader in the introduction of molecular diagnostics for tuberculosis on the African continent, providing these health services to other African countries.

South Africa has taken some actions to support the implementationofnationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries, but has not taken actions to expand them. Therefore the score is 0.

Analyst: Tatyana Lanshina

South Africa: + 1

South Africa reduced average transfer costs for remittance amounts of USD500 dollars, and announced reforms consistent with the World Bank’s Principles for International Remittance Services in its Medium Term Budget Policy Statement.

South Africa’s average transfer cost for the first quarter of 2012 is valued above the global average at 17.7% for a transfer amount of USD200 dollars. For a transfer amount of USD500 dollars, South Africa’s average transfer cost is valued slightly above the global average at 10.14%.

According to the World Bank Remittance Prices portal, South Africa’s outgoing transfer costs rose for smaller transfer amounts and fell for larger transfer amounts. For a remittance amount of USD200 dollars, average transfer costs increased by 0.62% between the third quarter of 2011 and the fourth quarter of 2012.
 For a remittance amount of USD500 dollars, average transfer costs decreased by 1.1% in the same period.

On 25 October 2011, the Minister of Finance announced that it will enact policies that comply with the following World Bank General Guidelines
: (1) improvement of the payment system infrastructure, and (2) fostering competitive market conditions. In order to reduce costs of remittances, South Africa will remove ownership restrictions on international participation in Authorised Dealers in Foreign Exchange with Limited Authority. In addition, it will no longer be compulsory for remittance agencies to partner with existing authorised dealers. This proposal is still undergoing regulatory and reporting requirements and has not yet been implemented.

Thus South Africa has been awarded a score of +1 for reducing average costs for larger transfer amounts, and for beginning to implement reforms that facilitate remittance transfers.

Analyst: Atifa Hasham

Turkey: 0 

There was no evidence to suggest that Turkey complied with the commitment to enhance social protection programs in developing and LICs, however, Turkey engaged in dialogue to promote the reduction of the cost of remittances and therefore received a score of partial compliance.

For the second part of this commitment, Turkey has shown efforts to facilitate a reduction in the cost of remittance transfers. On May 9-13, 2011, Istanbul hosted the 4th UN Conference on the Least Developed Countries during which the World Bank in conjunction with the governments of Australia, Bangladesh, Benin, France, and Italy discussed “The International Commitment to Reduce the Cost of Remittances and their Importance for LDCs’ Development”.
 This provided an overview of the work of the GRWG and highlight initiatives and tools that LDCs can implement to reduce the cost of remittances and, more broadly, to benefit from remittances.
 Additionally, in the final Istanbul Programme of Action issued, the call to “reduce the transaction cost of remittance flows and foster the development impact of remittances” was set out as one of the priority targets.

Thus, Turkey is awarded an overall score of 0.

Extended Compliance: 0

Statistical Economic and Social Research and Training Centre for Islamic Countries organized a workshop on ‘Innovative Social Assistance Strategies in Poverty Alleviation’ in collaboration with the Islamic Research and Training Institute (IRTI) of the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) and the Ministry of Family and Social Policy of the Republic of Turkey on 12-14 December 2011 in Ankara, Turkey.

Turkey received a score of partial compliance for the extended compliance period as it facilitated dialogue on the reduction of remittances and dialogue on social protection programs. 

Analyst Vy Nguyen

Turkey: 0

Turkey has partially complied with the commitment to support implementation and expansion of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries.

Turkey has made steps to help implement nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries.

On 23 February 2012, the Foreign Minister of Turkey Ahmet Davutoğlu said that Turkey provided USD200 million financial aid to least developing countries each year.

On 26 February 2012, the Turkish International Cooperation and Development Agency (TIKA) announced that it planned to help restore the educational and cultural heritage of Bosnia and Herzegovina. As a part of this project the TIKA will support 100 schools with Ottoman cultural heritage in the country.

On 7 March 2012, TIKA announced that it would provide scholarships for approximately 450 Macedonian people, including from elementary and secondary school, as well as university students from low-income families. This initiative is a part of Turkey’s project aimed at supporting education in the Balkan countries.

On 8 March 2012, TIKA and the Aegean International Federation of Health started to deliver medical assistance in Somalia. During a 15-day period doctors from both organizations examined 3157 patients, operated on 27 people and provided 6454 Somali people with medicine.

No facts of Turkey taking measures to expand social protection floors in developing countries during the compliance period have been found.

Turkey has taken actions to support the implementation of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries, but has failed to expand them. Therefore, it has been awarded a score of 0.

Analyst: Nadezhda Sporysheva

Turkey: -1

Turkey has not demonstrated intent to reduce remittance costs or enact policies consistent with the World Bank’s Principles for International Remittance Services. Thus, it received a score of -1.

Analyst: Julia Deutsch

United Kingdom 0

The United Kingdom assisted developing countries to improve their social protection programs as well as facilitates a database with information to send remittances however, the United Kingdom did not support the UN Global Pulse Initiative and therefore received a score of partial compliance. 

On 21 October 2011, East African farmers devastated by a drought received the first payout from an innovative insurance scheme with the help of British aid.  The new programme cushions the consequences for animal herders in the Horn of Africa by providing payments to cover the loss of their cattle, goats, sheep, and camels. The scheme draws on the latest technology to keep track of livestock levels using freely-available satellite data to assess the state of pastures and to accurately predict animals’ deaths.

The United Kingdom has a country specific remittances database, http://www.fxcompared.com/ however this database does not necessarily follow the methodology of the World Bank's Remittance Prices Worldwide database. 

Thus, the United Kingdom has been awarded a score of 0 for facilitating the development of a social assistance program in a developing country but not supporting the UN Global Pulse Initiative. 

Analyst: Michelle Li

Extended Compliance: 0

The Zambia Growth and Reduction Grant 2012-2014, commenced on 1 January 2012.  The project’s objective is to strengthen systems for sustained efficient and effective service delivery of Government policies and services to the poor Zambians.

Thus, the United Kingdom has been awarded a score of 0. 

Analyst: Michelle Li

United Kingdom: +1
The UK has fully complied with its commitment on development.

During the compliance period the UK has undertaken some actions to support and expand implementation of social protection floors in developing countries. Most of them were connected with the support of the healthcare systems in the poorest countries.

The UK continued to take actions to support the implementation of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries. On 14 March 2012, UK Prime Minister David Cameron and US President Barack Obama renewed their joint commitment to work together to change the lives of 1.2 billion poor people in the world including provision of healthcare and other social programs.

The UK has also expanded its support of social protection floors in developing countries. On 30 January 2012, the UK, US and United Arab Emirates governments together with 13 pharmaceutical companies, the World Bank and the World Health Organization announced in London an initiative aiming to eliminate 10 neglected tropical diseases by 2020 among the world’s poorest.
 Also in January 2012, the UK committed to make a five-fold increase in Britain’s support as part of an international effort to enlarge the system of neglected tropical diseases treatments in developing countries.

On 15 March 2012 the Department for International Development announced support of new training programs for more than 17 thousand health workers to provide emergency care for mothers and newborns in the world’s poorest countries.

The UK has taken actions to support the implementation and expansion of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries, therefore its score is +1.

Analyst: Natalia Churkina

United Kingdom: +1

The United Kingdom has average transfer costs below the global average for both USD200 and USD500 transfer amounts.

The United Kingdom’s average transfer cost for the first quarter of 2012 is valued below the global average at 8.16% for a transfer amount of USD200 dollars. For a transfer amount of USD500 dollars, the UK’s average transfer cost is valued slightly above the G20 target at 5.88%.

According to the World Bank Remittance Prices portal, the UK’s outgoing transfer costs did not change significantly for a transfer amount of USD200 dollars, and rose for a transfer amount of USD500 dollars. For a remittance amount of USD200 dollars, average transfer costs decreased by 0.01% between the third quarter of 2011 and the fourth quarter of 2012.
 For a remittance amount of USD500 dollars, average transfer costs increased by 0.41% in the same period.

Since 2009, the United Kingdom has implemented policies to facilitate the transfer of international funds, while also attempting to minimize criminal activity. In November 2009, the United Kingdom adopted the Payment Services Directive (PSD), which aimed to standardize intra-Europe payment services.
 In accordance with the PSD, the UK underwent a transition period in which Money Service Businesses were required to apply to become a Payments Institution (PI) at the Financial Services Authority for Authorization and Regulation. This allowed Money Service Businesses to bypass any extensive local regulatory procedures within the European Economic Area. On the other hand, banks, building societies, authorized e-money issuers, small e-money issuers, Post Office Limited, and specific public bodies, are able to provide services without having to register under the PSD.
 The PSD is consistent with the following World Bank General Principles: (1) improving transparency and consumer protection; (3) fostering competitive market conditions; and (4) improvement of the payment system.

Nevertheless, the EU Anti-Money Laundering Directive does not legally set a maximum fee for cross-border money transfers. There is however no regulatory limit on the amount of foreign exchange remittance inflows.

On 30 April 2011, the UK implemented the second Electronic Money Directive, which aims to encourage growth of the electronic money market.
 It is important to note that this legislation have major implications for cross-border mobile payments, particularly if a business is established an e-Money issuer as it will then be able to offer all the services of a payment institution.
 This initiative is improves access to financial services and is consistent with General Principle 2.

Thus, the UK received a score of +1 since its average costs for both USD200 and USD500 transfer amounts are below the global average of 10%.

Analyst: Atifa Hasham
United States: 0 
The United States was awarded a score of partial compliance for assisting the UN Global Pulse Initiative.

In 2009, the Global Pulse Initiative was created and its first Pulse Lab opened in New York City. A Global Pulse team has been working in Kampala since the beginning of 2011
 and there were plans to open a Pulse Lab in Jakarta.
 The New York City location was the only formal Pulse Lab in operation and the United States was the only country with a formal Pulse Lab carrying out actions under the Global Pulse Initiative during this time period. It used “the methods and tools for real-time impact monitoring, collaborative analysis and decision-making at the country level and support the adoption of useful innovations into standard practice” in the lab’s work.

The Pulse Lab in New York City prepared and published a final report on the Rapid Impact and Vulnerability Analysis Fund (RIVAF), which was a compilation of executive research summaries conducted between 2010 and 2011.  It stated that “this process opened the door to future work between Global Pulse and UN Agencies” and a 2 day partners’ meeting was spent discussing “the significant data gaps faced by researchers and brainstormed how new digital data sources could help fill in those gaps.”
 

Remittance Prices Worldwide, published by the World Bank in November 2011, states that the United States maintained an average total cost of 6.93%  on remittances which was below the global average of 9.30% (up from 8.89% in 2010) and that the United States saw a decline in its average total cost for remittances during the last year.
 “Due to the high volume of remittance outflows, these markets have intense competition and there are a large number of financial products and services available to migrant workers. The United States… benefit[s] from an impressive number of RSPs surveyed in the RPW database… 67.”
 Of the G20 countries, “The cheapest sending countries, together with Russia, are Saudi Arabia (4.13) and Korea (6.36), followed by the United States (6.93).”

The United States partially complied with the commitment as although the remittance rate was low there was no intervention or indication made by the government to decrease the fee. 

Extended Compliance: 0

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon at a General Assembly briefing on the “Global Pulse” initiative, in New York on 8 November 2011 stated it was a “twenty-first-century approach that will help us keep up with fast-moving crises and keep international development on track.”
 
In December 2011 a Minnesota bank announced it would stop processing remittances to Somalia because it “risked violating government rules designed to block the funding of terrorist groups.”
 This was in reaction to an event where remittances were providing support to al-Shabaab, the Islamist militants operating in south and central Somalia.
 The US Treasury responded by stating that “it is important to note that the Treasury Department does not have the authority to direct any financial institution to open or maintain a particular account or relationship.” 

The US is the largest source of remittances for developing countries in the Latin America region.
 In this period, the United States was a source of about three-quarters of remittances to Latin America and the Caribbean.
 

The United States supported the UN Global Pulse Initiative however there was no evidence to support the development of social protection programs or to facilitate initiatives to decrease the cost of transferring remittances. 

Analyst Samantha Rudick

United States: +1

The United States has fully complied with the commitment on development.
The US has taken actions to support implementation of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries.

On 17 November 2011, the United States formally announced the launch of the Nursing Education Partnership Initiative (NEPI) in Malawi. Under the NEPI, established in 2010, the agreements by the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) were made with Malawi, Zambia, Lesotho, Ethiopia, and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Representatives from Ministries of Health in these countries as well as leaders from nursing and midwifery schools, educators, professional associations, professional councils, and U.S. officials participated in the launch. The discussion was focused on improving the education of nurses and midwives in order to increase the number of qualified health professionals capable of meeting the health care needs of today’s African communities and families.

On 18 November 2011, under the U.S.-Indonesia Comprehensive Partnership, the United States announced, “it is committed to supporting Indonesia’s efforts to improve quality of health care.” Guided by the key programming principles of the Global Health Initiative (GHI), which streamlines and prioritizes U.S. health efforts in country, the United States and Indonesia are collaborating on three main goals: achieving Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) on health, expanding health research and science partnerships, and partnering on global health issues.

The US has also taken actions to support expansion of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries

On 22 November 2011, the U.S. Government expanded its loan-financing program in Ethiopia through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Development Credit Authority (DCA). USAID, the Bank of Abyssinia, and NIB Bank, signed a new agreement, which would offer greater access to credit for projects in the health sector. Funded by the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), the new health sector loan agreement would provide up to USD13.4 million in loans to private health sector enterprises outside of Addis Ababa, particularly those offering HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis (TB) services. These loans would enable clinics, pharmacies, and hospitals to make quality improvements and expand services that support public health goals.

On 12 March 2012, the U.S. Agency for International Development and Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) signed the statement of intent and announced a partnership to promote investment and financing in the water sector across sub-Saharan Africa. The partnership seeks to stimulate private investment and financing and strengthen institutional capacity in Africa to develop and sustain water programs. USAID and JICA explore short-term opportunities for joint collaboration in African countries that may lead to long-term investment.

The United States has taken actions to support the implementation and expansionofnationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries. Thus, it has been awarded a score of +1.
Analyst: Anna Vekshina

United States: +1

The United States has met its target of a 5% or lower average transfer cost for a remittance amount of USD500 dollars. Its average transfer costs are substantially below the global average of 10% for a USD200 dollar transfer amount. In addition, the United States is in the process of enacting an amendment to Electronic Fund Transfers (Regulation E) that is consistent with the World Bank’s Principles for International Remittance Services and will be implemented by February 2013.

The United States average transfer cost for the first quarter of 2012 is valued below the global average at 7.11% for a transfer amount of USD200 dollars. For a transfer amount of USD500 dollars, the United States’ average transfer cost has met the G20 target at 5.02%.

According to the World Bank Remittance Prices portal, the United States’ outgoing transfer costs did not change significantly for a transfer amount of USD200 dollars, and rose for a transfer amount of USD500 dollars. For a remittance amount of USD200 dollars, average transfer costs decreased by 0.08% between the third quarter of 2011 and the fourth quarter of 2012.
 For a remittance amount of USD500 dollars, average transfer costs increased by 0.2% in the same period.

On 21 July 2010, President Obama signed the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act,
 which provides new federal regulations and oversight for consumer remittance providers. In particular, the Act demands the disclosure of remittance costs and the establishment of consumer rights in the case of an error. The new Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) enforces these new protections, while the Federal Reserve Board works to expand the use of the automated clearinghouse system, as well as other payment mechanisms.

Currently, the CFPB, the Federal Reserve Board, the Federal Reserve Banks, and the Department of the Treasury are working to implement the provisions set out by the Dodd-Frank Act.
 The Federal Reserve Board has worked on a proposed remittance transfer regulation so that providers will be required to disclose information about fees, exchange rates, and the amount of money to be delivered to senders.
 In addition, this proposal will allow for error resolution and cancellation rights for senders, and will include many types of transfers. Under the CFPB, this proposal is more specifically known as the amendment to Electronic Fund Transfers (Regulation E), which will formally implement the Electronic Transfer Act. The amendment has entered the third and final phase of its agenda, and is still seeking public comment. The rules will be effective 7 February 2013.

On 26 March 2012, Nick Rathod released a statement reiterating this commitment to adopt new rules set by the CFPB that will make remittance costs clearer and hold transfer providers accountable for error.

Thus, the United States received a score of +1 for having average transfer costs below the global average for a remittance amount of USD200 and USD500 dollars.

Analyst: Atifa Hasham

European Union: 0 

On 7-8 July 2011 at the African Union Commission meeting held in Addis Ababa, the EU delegation spoke of its “longstanding commitment on remittances”.
 An example given was the European Commission’s co-financing a program of UNDP, which facilitates financial transfers of migrants and that includes projects in support of entrepreneurship. He further noted that the directive on electronic money, adopted in 2009, is expected to have a “positive impact on the facilitation of remittances from migrants, as from April 2011 electronic money institutions (such as telecom providers, or companies providing prepaid cards) may conduct other business activities including payment services such as financial transfers; though again the coverage is only intra EU to date”.

The “Rabat Process” adopted at the first Euro-African Conference on Migration and Development in 2006, seeks to create a framework for dialogue and consultation that could implement concrete, practical initiatives dealing with migration issues. Its policies aim to prevent and reduce illegal migration as well as “improve the organization of legal migration, promoting the connections between migration and development”.
 On 31 March 2011 to 1 April 2011, the second experts’ meeting of the Euro-African Migration and Development Process second experts’ meeting took place in Rabat on the topic of social rights of migrants and their portability under a transnational framework. This particular meeting included presentations of various case studies and practices concerning “portability mechanisms of social security benefits at the bilateral, regional and multilateral level”.
 On 9-11 May 2011, there was a meeting of experts on the topic of civil registry, key to the management of international mobility. Finally on 8 October 2011, there was a meeting of high level representatives preparing for the 3rd Euro-African Ministerial Conference to be held on 23 November 2011, during which a new program will set the priorities for the migration dialogue among the partner countries for 2012-2014.
 These efforts and the funding to other migration projects like the Observatory on migration or the African Institute for Financial transfer from migrants should contribute to “refining the available data”
 on remittances.

The European Union facilitated discussion to reduce the cost of remittances however, there was no evidence that the EU supported the development of social protection programs or the UN Global Pulse Initiative and therefore was awarded a score of partial compliance.

Extended Compliance: 0

On 23 November 2011, the Third Euro-African Ministerial Conference on Migration and Development was held in Dakar, Senegal, consolidating the achievements in the implementation of the three-year Paris Cooperation Program, and adopting a new strategy for the years 2012-2014 (the Dakar

HYPERLINK "http://www.dialogueuroafricainmd.net/web/uploads/cms/Dakar-strategy_-Ministerial-declaration-migration-and-development_-EN.pdf" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.dialogueuroafricainmd.net/web/uploads/cms/Dakar-strategy_-Ministerial-declaration-migration-and-development_-EN.pdf"Strategy).
 

The European Union partially complied with the commitment and was awarded a score of 0.

European Union: +1

The EU has fully complied with its commitment on development.
During the compliance period the EU has undertaken some actions to support and expand implementation of social protection floors in developing countries.

The EU continued to take actions to support the implementation of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries. During the monitoring period the EU continued to support the health sector and programmes addressing poverty in Vietnam. European Commission support in the health sector in Vietnam includes 2 projects totaling EUR32.75 million, and one support program of EUR39.25 million. The EU supports the Vietnamese government’s Health Care Fund for the Poor, which improves the quality of the health services for the poor and provides financial support for the poor to buy these services.

The EU also expanded its support of social protection floors in developing countries. On 21 December 2011, the European Commission announced additional funding for projects targeting the most off-track Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in 36 African, Caribbean and Pacific countries. These additional funding priorities will include reducing hunger and child mortality and securing better maternal health, for example, by increasing the number of healthcare professionals in these countries.

The EU has taken actions to support the implementation and expansion of nationally-designed social protection floors in developing countries, therefore its score is +1.

Analyst: Natalia Churkina
European Union: N/A

The European Union cannot be scored for this commitment because changes in average remittance transfers varies across member states. That being said, the European Commission has a number of initiatives in place that aim to reduce remittance costs and are consistent with World Bank’s Principles for International Remittance Services.

Since 2010, Eurostat regularly publishes data on EU remittances.
 As part of its annual accountability report on Financing for Development, the European Commission produces information on the initiatives implemented in the field of financial transfers of migrants across the EU.
 These initiatives improve transparency and consumer protection, payment systems, and market competition and are consistent with General Principles 1, 3, and 4 of the World Bank’s Principles for International Remittance Services.

The EU Payment Services Directive (PSD) provides the legal basis of a single European market for payments and intends to promote competition and strengthen transparency in the market.
 The PSD creates legal obligations that govern intra-EU capital transfers, but some EU members have extended the laws to apply to agents outside the EU and to transfers in non-European currencies.
 This initiative enhances transparency and improves access to formal financial services and is consistent with General Principles 1 and 2.

Starting from April 2011, the Directive on Electronic Money allows electronic money institutions, such as telecom providers or companies providing prepaid cards, to conduct intra-EU financial transfers.
 This initiative improves access to financial services and is consistent with General Principle 2.

Analyst: Ahmed Al-Sa’d

Domestic Resource Mobilization

2010-118: [we will]: Build sustainable revenue bases for inclusive growth and social equity by improving developing country tax administration systems and policies and highlighting the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development;
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Argentina: 0

Argentina partially complied with the commitment. Argentina took domestic actions as well as signed agreements with developing countries which highlighted the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development but has not supported developing countries improve tax administration systems. 

Within Latin America, Argentina has the second highest tax to GDP ratio (31.4%),
 following Brazil. Argentina is a member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and the Grupo de Acción Financiera de Sudamérica (GAFISUD),
 and of the Inter-American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT). In September 2011, tax officials from Argentina took part in a CIAT Seminar on Tax Collection Systems for presentations and discussions on various aspects of tax collection, including relevant legislation and practice, and international cooperation.

Argentina is a member of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes, and as such has “substantially implemented the OECD standard on exchange of information.”
 To date, Argentina has signed 32 agreements with other jurisdictions on exchange of taxation information.
 In the period under review, Argentina signed a taxation information exchange agreement (TIEA) with one developing country: Ecuador.
 Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role as the first step to support effective tax administration in developing countries.

In March 2011, Argentina’s Chamber of Deputies, the lower house of National Congress, passed a bill to strengthen the country’s anti-money laundering and terrorist financing prevention legislations. The Bill has been actively backed by President Cristina Fernandez, and was passed with 181 votes in favor and with only 7 abstentions.

Extended Compliance: 0

In January 2012, in the framework of the Global Forum, Argentina hosted the 4th Assessor Training Seminar; Global Forum member countries and international organizations joined the seminar.
 

Between January 18-19, 2012 Argentina hosted the 7th meeting of the Forum on tax  Administration “Stregthening Tax Compliance through Cooperation” that concluded to unify and strengthen the commitment to combat offshore tax abuse, by helping repair the public finances of many countries, while also helping to encourage economic growth.
 

Argentina and Uruguay signed a Tax Information Exchange Agreements (TIEAs) on 25 April 2012. However, the agreement is not yet in force and is “under review” to see whether it meets the international standard. 

Argentina engaged in discussions and actively supported developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue but did not highlight the negative impacts of non-cooperative juricdictions.

Analysts Amy Kishek, Angela Zhang  and Alec Khachatrian

Australia: 0

Australia has partially complied with the commitment. 

According to OECD (2011), Australia is one of the eight countries that have all the elements of an effective tax information exchange “with no significant improvements needed”.
 Australia is a member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and the Asia/Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG).
 It is also a founding member of the Joint International Tax Shelter Information Centre (JITSIC),
 and a member of the Commonwealth Association of Tax Administrators (CATA).

Australia is the Chair of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes. It also “has a long history of developing the capacity and international linkages needed to engage in effective exchange of information for tax purposes.”
 To date, Australia has signed 78 agreements with other countries on the exchange of taxation information.
 In the period under review, Australia signed tax information exchange agreements (TIEAs) with the following developing countries; Mauritius, Costa Rica, Macao, Liechtenstein, Montserrat and Liberia.
 Australia has highlighted the positive relation between cooperation, transparency and development.

On 23 November 2010, Governments of Australia and Montserrat signed an Agreement on the Exchange of Information with respect to taxes to prevent off-shore tax avoidance and evasion.
 On 8 December 2010, Governments of Australia and Mauritius signed an Agreement on the Exchange of Information with respect to taxes to prevent off-shore tax avoidance and evasion.

On 21 June 2011, Governments of Australia and Liechtenstein signed an Agreement on the Exchange of Information with respect to taxes to prevent off-shore tax avoidance and evasion.

On 12 July 2011, the Governments of Australia and Macao signed an Agreement on the Exchange of Information with respect to taxes to prevent off-shore tax avoidance and evasion.

On 1 July 2011, the Governments of Australia and Costa Rica signed an Agreement on the Exchange of Information with respect to taxes to prevent off-shore tax avoidance and evasion.

On 11 August 2011, the Governments of Australia and Liberia signed an Agreement on the Exchange of Information with respect to taxes to prevent off-shore tax avoidance and evasion.

In March 2011, to help Global Forum members comply with international standards for tax information exchange, Australia hosted a regional peer review seminar for the Global Forum members to help the countries prepare for a peer review; the seminars are “fundamental to

developing an appreciation of the requirements of the international standard, particularly for

those jurisdictions which may have had limited historical involvement in the Global Forum”.

Australia highlighted the positive relation between cooperation, transparency and development.

On 27 October 2011, Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd and Resources Minister, Martin Ferguson, announced that Australia will further support at home and abroad, global efforts to improve governance and financial transparency in the resources sector by undertaking a pilot of the global Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI). Rudd said, “Transparency and accountability are key for developing countries to reap the full benefits of their resource sector. [If] well regulated, the sector can provide economic growth.”

Extended Compliance: 0

Australia has partially complied with the commitment. Australia highlighted the positive relation between cooperation, transparency and development but has not supported the development of tax administration systems and policies in developing countries. 

No evidence was found for Australia helping developing countries improve tax administration systems.

Australia has been awarded a 0 for highlighting the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development but has failed to help countries improve tax administration systems.

Analyst: Kathleen Broschuk and Alec Khachatrian
Brazil: 0

Brazil has partially complied with the commitment. 

Within Latin America, Brazil has the highest tax to GDP ratio (32.6%).
 Brazil is a member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and the Grupo de Acción Financiera de Sudamérica (GAFISUD),
 and of the Inter-American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT). In August 2011, Brazil hosted a CIAT seminar on combating tax fraud/tax evasion. Thirteen countries participated, while France, Italy, Spain, and Canada made presentations on the topic.

In September 2011, tax officials from Brazil took part in a CIAT Seminar on Tax Collection Systems; the seminar included presentations and discussions on various aspects of tax collection, including relevant legislation and practice, and international cooperation.
 In October 2011, Brazil hosted and sponsored an OECD-CIAT workshop on Tax Modeling – Micro-Simulation, organized in the framework of the Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) tax initiative. The workshop targeted financial and tax officials from the region.

Brazil is also an active member of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes, including of its Steering Group and Peer Review Group.
 To date, Brazil has signed 34 agreements with other countries on the exchange of taxation information.
 Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries. In the period under review, Brazil did not sign any new taxation information exchange agreements with developing countries. 

Brazil highlighted the link between non-cooperative jurisdictions and the impacts on development by hosting and attending CIAT seminars. Brazil did not however support developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue. Thus, Brazil has partially complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of 0.

Extended Compliance: 0

In November 2011, Brazil hosted the II International Seminar of Tax Administrations of the Brazilian States, organized jointly with CIAT and other partners. A number of international participants, including from developing countries, took part. The seminar focused on fiscal policies as mechanisms for social development.
 
During the extended compliance period Brazil continued to highlight the link between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development by focusing on transparency but did not support developing countries improve tax administration systems and policies. 

Analyst Jeffrey Neto and Alec Khachatrian

Canada: +1

Canada fully complied with the commitment. 

According to OECD (2011), Canada is one of the 15 countries that “will need to improve one or two elements” in its tax information exchange system to ensure transparency.
 Canada is a member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and the Asia/Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG).
 It is also a founding member of the Joint International Tax Shelter Information Centre (JITSIC),
 and a member of the Inter-American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT). Canada also participates in the Partnership Panel of the Task Force for Financial Integrity and Economic Development,
 and is a member of the Commonwealth Association of Tax Administrators (CATA).

Canada is a member of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes, and has “provided training to countries with less experience in Exchange of Information (EOI) such as countries that are members of the Centre de Rencontres et d’Études des Dirigeants des Administrations Fiscales (CREDAF)”.
 The majority of CREDAF members are developing countries.
 

To date, Canada has signed 109 agreements with other countries on the exchange of taxation information.
 During the period under review, Canada signed taxation information exchange agreements (TIEAs) with one developing country: Costa Rica; and a double taxation convention (DTC) with one developing country: Barbados.
 Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries.

On 17 November 2010, Canada contributed to the Revenue Generation – Equipment project under the Inter-American Development Bank. The aim of the project was to support the Haitian government in increasing its ability to generate revenue by providing long-term technical assistance to both the customs services, managed by the Customs Administration Services (AGD), and the income tax services, managed by the Tax Administration Services (DGI). These revenues aim to allow the government of Haiti to increase its public investments, which help it respond to the needs of Haitian citizens and to reduce poverty. The support provided included technical assistance and the procurement of equipment used to modernize the two revenue-collecting institutions.
 This initiative aimed at improving tax administrations systems in Haiti for the purposes of increased revenue. 

On 29 March 2011, Canada provided financial contributions to the Tanzania Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative conducted by the Government of Tanzania. The aim of the project was to bring the Government of Tanzania in compliance with the global standard set by the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI). Under the EITI arrangement, extractive companies disclose payment to government while government discloses receipt of payment from extractive companies; the EITI comes in for independent verification of tax and royalty payments.
 The initiative was aimed at both improving revenue bases and promoting transparency as a means for development. 
Canada helped developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue, and via the international forums highlighted the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, Canada has fully complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of 1.

Extended Compliance: +1

No initiatives were mentioned on the Canadian International Development Agency or the Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada websites for the extended compliance period.
Analyst Sara Amini and Alec Khachatrian

China: 0

China partially complied with the commitment. 

China is a member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and the Eurasian group on combating money laundering and financing of terrorism (EAG).
 

In 2010 China became a member of the Joint International Tax Shelter Information Centre (JITSIC).
 On 27 April 2011, Ambassador Liu Xiaoming hosted the Chinese Embassy-JITSIC event at the Chinese Embassy in the UK to celebrate China's joining JITSIC. In his remarks Ambassador Liu Xiaoming highlighted China’s commitment to comply with JITSIC policies and promote them among other countries: “As a new member, China will abide by JITSIC policies and fulfill its obligations and engage other members both bilaterally and multilaterally in tax matters. This will help curb and prevent tax avoidance attempts and contribute to a sound global order of taxation”.
 

China is a member of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes. As one of the three vice-chairs of the Global Forum, China participated at Global Forum Meeting in Bermuda, from 31 May to 1 June 2011.To date, China has signed 105 agreements with other countries on the exchange of taxation information.
 Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries. During the period under review, China did not sign any new taxation agreements with developing countries.

China highlighted the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development but did not help developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue. Thus, China has partially complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of 0.

Moreover, as a G20 member, the Chinese governments agreed to a multilateral Convention to tackle tax evasion more effectively. The Multilateral Convention on Mutual Administrative Assistance in Tax Matters offers a wide range of tools for cross-border tax co-operation. It includes automatic exchange of information, multilateral simultaneous tax examinations and international assistance in the collection of tax due. At the same time, the Convention imposes safeguards to protect the confidentiality of the information exchanged
.

Extended Compliance: 0 

In November 2011, China hosted a FATF Eurasian Group (EAG) plenary meeting.

China did not help developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue, however it did highlight the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, China partially complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of 0.

Analyst Zhiying Zhang and Alec Khachatrian

France: +1

France fully complied with the commitment. 

According to OECD (2011), France is one of the eight countries that have all the elements of an effective tax information exchange “with no significant improvements needed”.
 France is a member of Financial Action Task Force (FATF), Asia/Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG); it supports the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force (CFATF), is an observer at the Grupo de Acción Financiera de Sudamérica (GAFISUD) and the Committee of Experts on the Evaluation of Anti-Money Laundering Measures and the Financing of Terrorism (MONEYVAL).
 In 2011, France hosted three FATF meetings.
 

France is a member of the Partnership Panel of the Task Force for Financial Integrity and Economic Development.

Being a member of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes, and a host country for the Global Forum Secretariat, France is “an important partner for many members of the Global Forum, in particular within the EU”.
 France “has played an active role in work on transparency and information exchange for tax purposes” and “its involvement in information exchange led to the development of specific assistance resources”.
 France committed to making a voluntary contribution to the Global Forum for 2011.

To date, France has signed 143 agreements with other countries on the exchange of taxation information.
 During the period under review, France signed taxation information exchange agreements (TIEAs) with 7 developing countries, including Belize, Costa Rica, Dominica, Anguilla, Liberia, Mauritius, and Panama.
 Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries.

France has taken legislative action to support transparent tax operations abroad, specifically with regard to transactions with non-cooperative jurisdictions.
 In October 2011, France hosted the 4th Meeting of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes with over 250 delegates. At the meeting, the Forum adopted new peer review reports, and discussed assistance to developing countries.
 Also in 2011, France hosted three meetings of the Global Forum’s Peer Review Group (PRG) to discuss members’ peer review reports. 

France hosts the Secretariat of the Centre de Rencontres et d’Etudes des Dirigeants des Administrations Fiscales (CREDAF). The organization unites 30 francophone countries on 4 continents and provides a platform for support to tax policies and organizations, and for relevant exchange of information.
 

In the framework of the International Tax Compact (ITC), the French Government co-sponsored the Third Governmental Workshop and a dialogue session with representatives of the Civil Society, held in September 2011. Representatives from 33 countries took part. The meeting emphasized international cooperation in fighting tax evasion.
 France co-hosted the Second ITC Core Group Meeting in February 2011 in Brussels. It was attended by representatives of the African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF), the Inter-American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT), France, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, Switzerland, the European Commission (EC), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the United Nations (UN) and – as an observer – the International Development Law Organization (IDLO).
 

The Government of France is a strategic partner to the Inter American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT).
 In September 2011, tax officials from France took part in a CIAT Seminar on Tax Collection Systems; the seminar included presentations and discussions on various aspects of tax collection, including relevant legislation and practice, and international cooperation.

In March 2011, the Government of France established bilateral cooperation with the General Taxation Directorate of Albania, with the scope of organizing study visits, missions, seminars, conferences and other joint activities to exchange experience between the two countries.
 

France helped developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue and highlighted the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, France has fully complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of +1.

Extended Compliance: +1

France has fully complied with the commitment. 

In the period under review, France hosted two FATF meetings: the 37th Plenary Meeting of MONEYVAL, and a Special Plenary Meeting of FATF.

On 4 November 2011, President N. Sarkozy made a statement regarding non-cooperative jurisdictions: “We do not want any more tax havens. The message is very clear, countries which persist in being tax havens will be ostracized by the international community.”

During the period under review, France signed a taxation information exchange agreement (TIEA) with 1 developing country: Aruba.
 Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries.

On 8 February 2012, France co-hosted the 3rd Core Group Meeting of the International Tax Compact (ITC) in Paris. attended by representatives of the African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF), the Inter-American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT), France, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, Switzerland, the European Commission (EC), the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the International Tax Dialogue (ITD), the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the World Bank (WB).

France helped developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue and highlighted the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, France has fully complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst Leanne Rasmussen and Alec Khachatrian

Germany: +1

Germany has fully complied with the commitment. 

Germany is a member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF); an observer at the Asia/Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG) and the Eurasian group on combating money laundering and financing of terrorism (EAG);
 and a member of the Partnership Panel of the Task Force for Financial Integrity and Economic Development.
 

Germany is Vice-Chair of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes, a member of the Forum’s Steering Group and Peer Review Group, and “is committed to implementing the international standards of transparency and exchange of information for tax purposes”.
 According to OECD (2011), Germany is one of the 15 countries that that “will need to improve one or two elements” in its tax information exchange system to ensure transparency.
 

To date, Germany has signed 120 agreements with other countries on the exchange of taxation information.
 During 2011, Germany signed agreements with two developing countries: a taxation information exchange agreement (TIEA) with Grenada, and a double taxation convention (DTC) with Mauritius.
 Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries.

In 2008, the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) stated its commitment to intensifying its support, in cooperation with its international partners, “for transparent and effective tax systems in its partner countries” and proposed launching an initiative designed to intensify international cooperation with partner countries on fighting tax evasion and avoidance, referred to as the ‘International Tax Compact’.
 

In September 2011, the German Government hosted and co-sponsored the Third Governmental Workshop and a dialogue session with representatives of the Civil Society, held in Bonn, Germany in the framework of the International Tax Compact (ITC). Representatives from 33 countries took part. The meeting emphasized international cooperation in fighting tax evasion.
 Germany co-hosted the Second ITC Core Group Meeting in February 2011 in Brussels. It was attended by representatives of the African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF), the Inter-American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT), France, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, Switzerland, the European Commission (EC), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the United Nations (UN) and – as an observer – the International Development Law Organization (IDLO).

In November 2011, the German Government supported publication of the report “Study on Appropriate Aid Modalities for Supporting Tax Systems.” The report addresses the role of taxation in North-South partnerships and development aid, using multiple examples from developing countries.
 

The German international aid agency the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH (GIZ) is a partner to the African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF).
 It also works with the Inter-American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT): in November 2011, GIZ co-organized a workshop for CIAT members: Uruguay, Ecuador, Venezuela, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica and Peru, focusing on strengthening tax legislation in countries of Latin America.

Germany helped developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue and highlighted the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, Germany has fully complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of +1.

Extended Compliance: +1

Germany works with the Inter-American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT): the Government of Germany, through its Agency for International Cooperation (GIZ), funded the CIAT regional seminar “Large Firms Taxation – Transfer Pricing”, held in November 2011 in Peru. Among other topics, the seminar focused on optimizing tax administration.
 Also in November 2011, GIZ and CIAT supported a study visit to the tax administration of Mexico City. A number of developing countries from the LAC region took part in the study visit to exchange information in order to strengthen tax collection in their countries.
 
GIZ joined the session “Domestic Resource Mobilisation, Taxation and Development: Implications for the aid effectiveness agenda” at the 4th High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness (November-December 2011, Korea), where its representative “cited evidence of capacity building leading to a direct financial return in terms of improved tax collection in several countries.”

On 8 February 2012, Germany co-hosted the 3rd Core Group Meeting of the International Tax Compact (ITC) in Paris. attended by representatives of the African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF), the Inter-American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT), France, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, Switzerland, the European Commission (EC), the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the International Tax Dialogue (ITD), the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the World Bank (WB).

Germany helped developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue, and highlighted the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, Germany complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of +1

Analyst Alec Khachatrian

India: 0

India has partially complied with the commitment.

According to OECD (2011), India is one of the eight countries that have all the elements of an effective tax information exchange “with no significant improvements needed”.
 India is a member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and the Asia/Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG).
 In July 2011, India hosted a FATF plenary meeting.
 India is also a member of the Partnership Panel of the Task Force for Financial Integrity and Economic Development
 and the Commonwealth Association of Tax Administrators (CATA),
 and an associate member of the Inter-American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT).
 

On March 26, 2011, an Indian delegation attended the first tax and crime conference. Hosted in Oslo, Norway, the theme of the conference focused on illicit financial flow. The Oslo Conference concluded that developing countries could therefore benefit and score significant achievements through early detection, effective investigation, prosecution and recovery of assets by use of appropriate tools.

India is a member of the Steering Group of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes. In February 2010, the Indian Government hosted a meeting of the Forum’s Steering Group to support the peer review process.
 On request from the G20, the Global Forum has undertaken peer review of the Forum’s member countries’ tax systems to ensure their compliance with international standards for transparency and exchange of tax related information. At the 4th Global Forum meeting in October 2011, India announced that it would contribute €300,000 to the Global Forum.
 

To date, India has signed 97 agreements with other countries on the exchange of taxation information.
 During the period under review, India signed agreements with four developing countries: a taxation information exchange agreement (TIEA) with the Bahamas, and double taxation conventions (DTC) with Colombia, Ethiopia, and Tanzania.
 Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries. 

On June 13-14, 2011, a high level Seminar on “Adopting Tax System and International Tax Rules to the New Global Environment: A Shared Challenge for India and the OECD” was held in New Delhi. At the conference, India and the OECD further launched a three-year partnership program. It aims to build upon existing co-operation on international taxation initiatives; and to provide opportunities for structured dialogue and knowledge-sharing “to promote informed and coherent tax policy decision-making, and tax administration solutions between India, other key emerging economies and OECD countries.”
 

On October 25-26, 2011, an Indian delegation attended the fourth meeting of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes in Paris. 

Although India stated intent to share knowledge to develop tax policy with developing countries no actual action was taken to support the development of tax administration systems and policies in developing countries. However, India highlighted the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, India has partially complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of 0.

Extended Compliance: 0 

On December 7-9, 2011, India hosted the fourth International Tax Dialogue, a joint initiative of leading organisations which began in 2002.
 More than 400 senior tax policymakers and administrators from almost 90 countries participated in this event from both developed and developing countries. This New Delhi knowledge sharing forum focused on tax and inequality, identifying which policies have failed and which could play a greater role in reducing inequalities in the future. Conference participants thus addressed the tax issues raised by economic developments and globalization, which affect the distribution of income, wealth, and living standards within and between countries over recent years.
 

It is thus evident that India worked to help developing countries improve tax administrations systems for the purposes of increased revenue, and highlighted the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. It thus is awarded a score of 0.  

Analyst Vy Nguyen Alec Khachatrian

Indonesia: -1

Indonesia has not complied with the commitment.

Indonesia is a member of the Asia/Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG).
 According to the Government of Indonesia, the country “fully supports transparency on tax matters in line with G20 commitments.”
 

Indonesia is a member of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes. To date, Indonesia has signed 71 agreements with other countries on the exchange of taxation information.
 Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries. During the period under review, Indonesia has not signed taxation agreements with developing countries.

Indonesia did not help developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue, and it did not highlight the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, Indonesia has not complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of -1.

Extended Compliance: -1

As of 16 February 2012 Indonesia was listed as a high-risk and non-cooperative jurisdiction by the The Financial Action Task Force (FATF). The FATF stated that “despite Indonesia’s high-level political commitment to work with the FATF…to address its strategic deficiencies, Indonesia has not made sufficient progress in implementing its action plan”.

Analyst Alec Khachatrian

Italy: +1

Italy complied with its commitment. 

According to OECD (2011), Italy is one of the eight countries that have all the elements of an effective tax information exchange “with no significant improvements needed”.
 Italy was a founding member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), and an observer at the Eurasian group on combating money laundering and financing of terrorism (EAG).
 Italy is also a member of the Joint International Tax Shelter Information Centre (JITSIC).

Italy is also a member of the Inter-American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT). In October 2011, the Government of Italy hosted a study tour of CIAT member countries: Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Haiti, México, Panamá, Paraguay, Peru, the Dominican Republic, Venezuela, and others. The study tour focused on studying the activities of the Guardia di Finanza, Italy’s fiscal intelligence agency.

Italy is a member of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes and its Peer Review Group.
 Throughout the second half of 2011, Italy presided over FATF and hosted one of its meetings.

To date, Italy has signed 98 agreements with other countries on the exchange of taxation information.
 During the period under review, Italy signed two double taxation convention (DTC) documents with developing countries: Mauritius and Panama.
 Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries.

Italy helped developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue, by hosting developing countries to audit the Italian system and highlighted the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, Italy complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of +1.

Extended Compliance +1

No new relevant evidence was found. 

Analyst Alec Khachatrian

Seoul Summit (November 12, 2010) – Cannes Summit (November 3 2011)

On May 5, 2011, Italy presented “Profiling Small Businesses for Tax Purposes: The Italian “Studi di Settore” Approach” at the International Tax Dialogue (ITD) Conference in Georgia. The Conference was themed “Taxing Micro and Small businesses – From Informality to Voluntary”, aiming to share experiences among participating countries: “Discussions focused on identifying strategies to facilitate the formalization of small businesses, highlighting best practices in the design of simplified tax systems for micro and small businesses, and analyzing options to introduce a cost-efficient compliance management system.”
 

It is thus evident that Italy worked to help developing countries improve tax administrations systems for the purposes of increased revenue.

No evidence of Italy highlighting the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development have been found however. It thus is awarded a score of 0.  

Cannes Summit (November 4, 2011) – April 30, 2012 (interim)

On December 9, 2011, at the International Tax Dialogue Conference held in India, Vito Tanzi, Italy’s Former State Undersecretary for Economy and Finance for the Ministry of Economy and Finance spoke on the topic of “High Net Worth Individuals, Transparency and International Cooperation”
 alongside the New Jersey Director of Tax Policy, Treasury and Resources Department Wendy Martin of the United States, Deputy Commissioner of the Australian Taxation Office Mark Konza, and Director General of Income Tax (Investigation) K. V. Chowdary of India. Their presentations were a part of the session devoted to discussing the international channels impacting tax and inequality. Topics included:

International cooperation among revenue administrations

High income labor mobility and taxation

Role of tax havens

Capital flight

Tax evasion and avoidance

Information reporting/withholding

Furthermore, the aim of the conference was to identify “to what extent taxation can be seen as part of the solution to growing inequalities in income and wealth”.

It is thus evident that Italy worked to help developing countries improve tax administrations systems for the purposes of increased revenue, and highlighted the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. It thus is awarded a score of +1.  

Japan: 0

Japan has partially complied with its commitment.

According to OECD (2011), Japan is one of the eight countries that have all the elements of an effective tax information exchange “with no significant improvements needed”.
 Japan is a founding member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and the Asia/Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG), and an observer at the Committee of Experts on the Evaluation of Anti-Money Laundering Measures and the Financing of Terrorism (MONEYVAL).
 

Japan “fully endorses the implementation of the international standards for transparency and exchange of information for tax purposes [and is] an active member of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes.”
 Japan agreed to make a voluntary contribution to the Global Forum for 2011.

To date, Japan has signed 69 agreements with other countries on the exchange of taxation information.
 In the period under review, Japan signed a taxation information exchange agreement (TIEA) with one developing country: the Bahamas.
 Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries.

Japan did not support developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue, but it highlighted the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, Japan has partially complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of 0.

Extended Compliance: 0

No new evidence related to the commitment was found

Analyst Alec Khachatrian

Republic of Korea: -1

The Republic of Korea has partially complied with its development commitment.

Korea is a member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and the Asia/Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG).
 In 2010, Korea joined the Joint International Tax Shelter Information Centre (JITSIC). 
 

Korea is a member of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes and of its Peer Review Group.
 According to the Global Forum, Korea “fully endorses the international standard for transparency and exchange of information for tax purposes.”
 

To date, Korea has signed 88 agreements with other countries on the exchange of taxation information. In the period under review, Korea signed one agreement with a developing country: a taxation information exchange agreement (TIEA) with the Bahamas.
 Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries.

Korea did not help developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue and it did not highlight the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, Korea has not complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of -1.

Extended Compliance: 0

Republic of Korea has partially complied with its commitment. 

On 29 November-1 December 2011, Korea held the 4th High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness. One of the side events was the session “Domestic Resource Mobilisation, Taxation and Development: Implications for the aid effectiveness agenda”. Its outcome document contains an agreement to “take action to facilitate and lever taxation and domestic resource mobilisation through development cooperation.”
 Also in December 2011, Korea hosted a FATF/APG Typologies Meeting.

Korea helped developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue, but it did not highlight the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, Korea has partially complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of 0.

Analyst Alec Khachatrian

Mexico: -1

Mexico has not complied with its commitment. 

Mexico is a member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and the Grupo de Acción Financiera de Sudamérica (GAFISUD); it supports the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force (CFATF) and is an observer at and the Committee of Experts on the Evaluation of Anti-Money Laundering Measures and the Financing of Terrorism (MONEYVAL).
 Mexico is also a member of the Inter-American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT).
 

Mexico is also a member of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes. According to the Forum, Mexico is “committed to the internationally agreed standards for the exchange of information for tax purposes.”
 To date, Mexico has signed 61 agreements with other countries on the exchange of taxation information. In the period under review, Mexico signed agreements with two developing countries: a taxation information exchange agreement (TIEA) with Costa Rica, and a double taxation convention (DTC) with Peru.
 Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries.

Mexico did not help developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue and it did not highlight the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, Mexico has not complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of -1.

Extended Compliance: 0
Mexico has partially complied with its commitment. 

In the period under review, Mexico signed agreements with three developing countries: taxation information exchange agreements (TIEAs) with Belize and Samoa, and a double taxation convention (DTC) with Ukraine.
 Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries.

Mexico is a member of the Inter-American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT).
 In November 2011, the Mexico City tax administration hosted a CIAT study visit to help LAC countries exchange information on various aspects of tax administration strengthening.
 

Mexico helped developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue, but it did not highlight the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, Mexico has partially complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of 0.

Mexico has partially complied with its commitment. 

On November 28th, 2011, Mexico and Chile signed an agreement to combat organized crime and corruption in the South American country. Among the resolutions, Mexico is to provide judicial and bureaucratic aid to combat corruption both in government and in civil society.

On the 28th of March, 2012, Mexico agreed to aid its neighbour Guatemala on a number of development fronts, an important part of which is meant to strengthen the institutions of governance and administration.

On the 16th of April, 2012, Mexico and the Dominican Republic agreed on 43 development projects for the Caribbean nation, specifically targeting government and economic administration as one of the priorities.

Mexico helped developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue, but it did not highlight the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, Mexico has partially complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of 0.

Analyst Alec Khachatrian

Russia: 0

Russia has partially complied with its commitment. 

Russia is a member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), the Eurasian group on combating money laundering and financing of terrorism (EAG), and the Committee of Experts on the Evaluation of Anti-Money Laundering Measures and the Financing of Terrorism (MONEYVAL).
 In the period under review, a Russian representative chaired the EAG,
 and Russia hosted one of its meetings.

Russia is a member of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes. To date, Russia has signed 88 agreements with other countries on the exchange of taxation information.
 In the period under review, Russia did not sign any new agreements on tax information exchange with developing countries. Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries.

In November 2010, the Government of Russia organized the conference “Thinking of Taxes in a New Way”; the agenda included international cooperation in the field of tax administration, with additional focus on the former USSR. Among the participants were representatives from developing countries (Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, and others).

Russia helped developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue, but it did not highlight the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, Russia has partially complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of 0.

Extended Compliance: 0

In November 2011, the Government of Russia organized the conference “Thinking of Taxes in a New Way”; the agenda included international cooperation in tax administration, with additional focus on the former USSR. Among the participants were representatives from developing countries (Armenia, Belarus, Kyrgyzstan, and others).
 

Russia helped developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue, but it did not highlight the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, Russia has partially complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of 0.

Analyst Alec Khachatrian and Dilbar Sadykova

Saudi Arabia: 0

Saudi Arabia is a member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), including the Middle East & North Africa Financial Action Task Force (MENAFATF).
 In March 2011, Saudi Arabia hosted the 3rd Annual Compliance and Anti-Money Laundering (AML) Seminar in the FATF framework.

Saudi Arabia is a member of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes. To date, it has signed 24 agreements with other countries on the exchange of taxation information. During the period under review, Saudi Arabia signed a DTA with one developing country: Bangladesh.
 Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries.

Saudi Arabia did not help developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue and however did highlight the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development via an Anti-Money Laundering conference. Thus, Saudi Arabia has not complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of 0.

Extended Compliance: 0

No new evidence was found for the extended compliance period

Analyst Alec Khachatrian and Amy Kishek

South Africa: 0

South Africa has partially complied with its commitment.

South Africa is a member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), including the Eastern and South African Anti Money Laundering Group (ESAAMLG).
 It is a member of the African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF) and hosts its Secretariat.
 South Africa is also a member of the Partnership Panel of the Task Force for Financial Integrity and Economic Development
 and the Commonwealth Association of Tax Administrators (CATA),
 and an associate member of the Inter-American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT).
 

South Africa is a member of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes. In June 2011, South Africa hosted a regional peer review seminar for the Global Forum members to facilitate self-assessments of the legal and regulatory systems in the countries, and to make sure that the national legislation complies with international standards.

To date, South Africa has signed 85 agreements with other countries on the exchange of taxation information. During the period under review, it signed 3 agreements with developing countries: a taxation information exchange agreement (TIEA) with the Bahamas, and double taxation conventions (DTCs) with Kenya and Seychelles.
 Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries.

South Africa did not support developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue, but highlight the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development by hosting the peer review seminar for the Global Forum. Thus, South Africa has partially complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of 0.

Extended Compliance: 0

During the period under review, it signed two taxation information exchange agreements (TIEAs) with developing countries: Liberia and Dominica.

Analyst Alec Khachatrian

Turkey: -1

Turkey has not complied with its commitment.

Turkey is a member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and an observer at the Eurasian group on combating money laundering and financing of terrorism (EAG).
 

To date, Turkey has signed 84 agreements with other countries on the exchange of taxation information. Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries. During the period under review, it did not sign any new agreements with developing countries.

Turkey did not help developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue and did not highlight the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, Turkey has not complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of -1.

Extended Compliance: -1

Turkey has not complied with its commitment.
Analyst Alec Khachatrian

Analysis:
Seoul Summit (November 12, 2010) – Cannes Summit (November 3 2011)
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HYPERLINK "http://www.tika.gov.tr/"/), no evidence of Turkey working to help developing countries improve tax administrations systems for the purposes of increased revenue and highlighting the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development was found. Turkey thus receives a score of -1.  

Cannes Summit (November 4, 2011) – February 1, 2012 (interim)
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HYPERLINK "http://www.tika.gov.tr/"/), no evidence of Turkey working to help developing countries improve tax administrations systems for the purposes of increased revenue and highlighting the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development was found. Turkey thus receives a score of -1.  

United Kingdom: +1 

The UK has fully complied with its commitment. 

The UK is a member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), observer at the Asia/Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG) and the Eastern and South African Anti Money Laundering Group (ESAAMLG), and a supporter of the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force (CFATF).
 UK Government’s Department for International Development (DFID) is a partner of the African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF).
 UK is also a founding member of the Joint International Tax Shelter Information Centre (JITSIC).
 The UK also is a member of the Commonwealth Association of Tax Administrators (CATA) and hosts its office; the Association unites many developing countries, and its purpose is to “promote the improvement of tax administration in all its aspects within the Commonwealth with particular emphasis on developing countries.”

The UK is a member of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes. In July 2011, to facilitate peer review among Global Forum members, the UK hosted a Global Forum Assessor Training Seminars to discuss the methodology of assessment of country situation.
 
To date, the UK has signed 143 agreements with other countries on the exchange of taxation information. In the period under review, the UK signed one agreement with a developing country: a double taxation convention (DTC) with Armenia.
 Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries.

In 2010, the UK Government provided funding for the Tax Systems for Poverty Reduction Programme implemented by the Tax Justice Network (TJN) 
 to “raise awareness and activity amongst civil society actors regarding the role of taxation in promoting… growth… in developing countries.”
 

In October 2011, the UK Government announced the launch of two pilot projects funded by the UK to help two developing countries, Ghana and Kenya, “build capacity and reinforce the legal infrastructure necessary for tax transparency and international co-operation.”
 Also in October 2011, the OECD Convention on Mutual Administrative Assistance in Tax Matters went into force in the UK; that convention provides for cooperation between jurisdictions (including developing countries such as Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine) on taxation matters, including tax evasion.
 

In November 2010, the UK Government also set up a new research consortium, the International Centre for Taxation and Development (ICTD); its research agenda recognizes that “weak tax systems in low-income and fragile countries are not primarily or only the result of poor policy or weak administration or the wrong technical instruments, but of poor governance.”
 

On 12 November 2010, the DFID initiated Vietnam Anti-corruption Initiative to support the Government Inspectorate to implement the Vietnam Anti-corruption Initiative to promote transparency, accountability and fight against corruption.
 On 16 December 2010, the DFID initiated The International Centre for Taxation and Development, a research project to generate knowledge that will help developing countries to mobilize domestic resources efficiently and to develop tax systems that promote pro-poor economic growth and good governance. 
 The Tax Administration Project in Afghanistan commenced on 8 February 2011 with the objective to increase Afghanistan’s domestic tax revenues year on year.

On 16 March 2011, the Minister of State for International Development Alan Duncan set out the importance of transparency for ensuring that aid delivered real and quantifiable results. “[DFID encourages] other donors to apply the same level of transparency and, crucially, we have said that we expect no less from those organizations that we fund.”
 The project to strengthen Public Financial Management in Zambia commenced on 2 May 2011.  The project’s objective is to improve efficiency, effectiveness and accountability in the management and use of public financial resources.

The UK helped developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue and highlighted the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, the UK has fully complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of +1.

Extended Compliance: +1

In December 2012, the UK Charity Commission cooperated with the Middle East & North Africa Financial Action Task Force (MENAFATF) to organize the workshop “Towards a good governance of the NPOs sector and compliance with FATF SR VIII” in Jordan. The purpose of the workshop was to support Anti-Money Laundering Measures and the Financing of Terrorism (AML/CFT).

Analyst: Michelle Li and Alec Khachatrian
United States: +1

The United States has fully complied with its commitment. 

According to OECD (2011), the United States is one of the 15 countries that that “will need to improve one or two elements” in its tax information exchange system to ensure transparency.
 The US is a member of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and the Asia/Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG), supporter of the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force (CFATF), observer at the Eurasian group on combating money laundering and financing of terrorism (EAG), the Eastern and South African Anti Money Laundering Group (ESAAMLG), Grupo de Acción Financiera de Sudamérica (GAFISUD) and the Committee of Experts on the Evaluation of Anti-Money Laundering Measures and the Financing of Terrorism (MONEYVAL).
 It is also a member of the Inter-American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT)
 and a founding member of the Joint International Tax Shelter Information Centre (JITSIC)
 where it “actively participates in the exchange of information with its other members”
. 

The US Government recognizes the relation between taxation and development. According to Secretary of State H. Clinton, “[P]artnering with developing countries on reforms in three interconnected areas – taxes, transparency, and corruption… will give us the tools needed to enable more countries to fund more of their own development… [C]orruption, lack of transparency, and poorly functioning tax systems are major barriers to long-term growth in many developing countries… [W]eak tax systems rob states and citizens of the resources needed.”
 Assistant Secretary of State J. Fernandes also highlighted the positive relationship between tax discipline and development: “People won’t pay their taxes if they see clouded budget processes coupled with corruption and inefficiencies that drain revenue away from public investment and services. Enabling governments to apply several basic but fundamental reforms could be an effective way to reverse this trend and ensure a sustainable source of revenue that can meet development needs.”
 

The US is a member of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes. To date, it has signed 90 agreements with other countries on the exchange of taxation information. In the period under review, the US signed a taxation information exchange agreement (TIEA) with one developing country: Panama.
 Although such agreements in and of themselves do not serve as indicators of compliance with Commitment 118, they play an important role in supporting effective tax administration in developing countries.

In March 2011, during his visit to El Salvador, President Obama announced a new program, Domestic Finance for Development (DF4D), “which will assist countries to mobilize domestic resources by improving public tax administration, improving transparency and reducing corruption.”
 

The United States helped developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue and highlighted the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, the US has fully complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of +1.

Extended Compliance: +1
In January 2012, in the framework of the Domestic Finance for Development (DF4D) program, the US announced the implementation of a 4 year-long $7.6 million Fiscal Policy and Expenditure Management Program (FPEMP) with the Government of El Salvador to “advance El Salvador’s fiscal reform agenda by building capacity and improving systems for public expenditure management, tax revenue mobilization, and promoting private sector engagement”; the US Government also announced its plans to work with tax authorities in Tunisia, Honduras, Kyrgyzstan, and Zambia, as well as with “other countries, especially those receiving significant levels of U.S. assistance, which are willing to adopt reforms to mobilize domestic resources for development.”

The US Government, through USAID, joined the session “Domestic Resource Mobilisation, Taxation and Development: Implications for the aid effectiveness agenda” at the 4th High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness (November-December 2011, Korea), where its representative “cited evidence of capacity building leading to a direct financial return in terms of improved tax collection in several countries.”

Analyst Alec Khachatrian

European Union: +1

The European Union has fully complied with its commitment. 

EC is a member of the International Tax Dialogue
 and the Financial Action Task Force (FATF),
 and has a partnership with the African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF)
 and the Intra-European Organisation of Tax Administrations (IOTA).

In April 2010, the European Commission issued the EU communication “Tax and Development: Cooperating with Developing Countries on Promoting Good Governance in Tax Matters” in order to “improve synergies between tax and development polices by suggesting ways in which the EU could assist developing countries in building efficient, fair and sustainable tax systems and administrations.”
 EC made a number of concrete proposals in this communication, and as a practical result commissioned a study on transfer pricing in four developing countries (Vietnam, Honduras, Ghana and Kenya); this resulted in the report “Transfer pricing and developing countries”, outlining necessary legislation and implementation.

In March 2011, the European Parliament adopted a report on the relationship between taxation and development. On that occasion Eva Joly, Chair of the Parliament’s development committee, said: “Good tax governance is crucial to development and the EU should support developing countries to this end.”
 In June 2011, EU Commissioner for Taxation A. Šemeta stated: “International tax cooperation has regained momentum and there is agreement that the principles of good governance in the tax area should be promoted globally… Coordinated approaches are the best way forward to prevent non-cooperative tax jurisdictions from undermining efforts to secure the conditions for sustainable growth… We also aim, together with other international partners, to assist developing counties in building capacity in their own tax administrations and in designing efficient tax systems.”

In 2010, the EU approved a budget of €24.2 million to support economic recovery in El Salvador, including the improvement of tax collection.
 

The European Commission was a co-sponsor of the Third Governmental Workshop and a dialogue session with representatives of the Civil Society that was held in Bonn (Germany) in September 2011 in the framework of the International Tax Compact (ITC). 120 representatives from 33 countries took part. The meeting emphasized international cooperation in fighting tax evasion.
 The European Commission co-hosted the Second ITC Core Group Meeting in February 2011 in Brussels. It was attended by representatives of the African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF), the Inter-American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT), France, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, Switzerland, the European Commission (EC), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the United Nations (UN) and – as an observer – the International Development Law Organization (IDLO).

In October 2011, the EU provided support to the conference “Hacienda en tu Comunidad” (Finances in your Community) that was organized by the Government of Paraguay in order to build awareness of tax systems in the country’s population.

EU is also implementing activities in the framework of its neighbourhood policy. For example, in 2011 the Intra-European Organisation of Tax Administration (IOTA) began the project “Assistance to the Ministry of Taxes of Azerbaijan Republic in the Field of Computer-Based Audit System”.

The European Union helped developing countries improve tax administration systems for the purposes of increased revenue and highlighted the relationship between non-cooperative jurisdictions and development. Thus, the EU has fully complied with its commitment and it is awarded a score of +1.

Extended Compliance: +1

On 8 February 2012, the European Commission co-hosted the 3rd Core Group Meeting of the International Tax Compact (ITC) in Paris. attended by representatives of the African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF), the Inter-American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT), France, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, Switzerland, the European Commission (EC), the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the International Tax Dialogue (ITD), the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the World Bank (WB).

Analyst Alec Khachatrian
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Argentina: -1

Argentina has not complied with its ODA commitment. 

On 15 November 2010, a meeting was held between the United Nations Development Programme Associate Administrator, the Under Secretary General Rebeca Grynspan and President of Argentina Christina Fernandez de Kirchner. Rebeca Grynspan emphasized Argentina’s inclusion into the global agenda and acknowledged the country’s input into the achievement of the Millenium Development Goals, fight against climate change, interregional development and South-South cooperation.

On 18 August 2011, Argentina and Colombia signed a Memorandum of Understanding on the implementation of initiatives within the South-South cooperation. However, no details of the agreement were revealed.
 

However, no facts of Argentina allocating new ODA funding or fostering mobilization of domestic resources have been registered during this monitoring period. Thus Argentina is awarded a score of -1. 

Analyst: Polina Arkhipova

Australia: +1

Australia has fully complied with its ODA commitment.

The Australian government has contributed new funds towards ODA.

On 13 April 2011, during a visit to the Ho Chi Minh City Orthopaedic and Rehabilitation Centre, Foreign Affairs Minister Kevin Rudd announced AUD4 million (USD4.37 million) over four years for the work of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) Special Fund for the Disabled in Vietnam and other mine affected countries.
 

On 16 December 2011, the Australian Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd committed to broader and deepened engagement with Latin America and announced AUD100 million (USD109.24 million) over four years as Australian development assistance to Latin America. “From financial literacy training for the women of Peru, through to post-graduate study in Australia for Bolivians, the Australian Government is working with Latin America to meet the Millennium Development Goals,” Mr. Rudd said.
 Within the initiative the Australia Americas Awards scholarship program will offer an additional 200 scholarships to primarily post-graduate students in the region. There will also be an additional 110 scholarships for students from the Caribbean.

On 14 December 2010, the Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd announced that Australian support would continue to help the Palestinian people gain access to health, education, housing and social services. According to the Minister, Australia will provide three years of predictable base funding of up to AUD18 million (USD19.66 million) to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), to support Palestinian refugees residing in the West Bank, Gaza, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria.

On 3 December 2010, the Australian government reaffirmed its commitment to improving the lives of people with disability by announcing AUD11.6 million (USD12.67 million) for four new partnerships — UNICEF, the Government of Papua New Guinea, the Pacific Island Forum Secretariat and World Health Organisation.

On 9 December 2010 the Australian Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd announced an allocation of AUD45 million (USD49.15 million) to Indonesia as part of Australia’s AUD599 million (USD654.35 million) fast start climate change financing.

On 12 December 2010, in a meeting with Queen Rania of Jordan, Mr Rudd announced AUD100,000 (USD109,240) support for an education partnership with UNICEF and the Madrasati initiative in Jordan. Australia will also provide an additional AUD250,000 (USD273,099) to the United Nations Development Program to support efforts to clear landmines in Jordan’s Northern border, allowing communities to return to their fields and again cultivate their land.

The Australian Government has also undertaken relevant measures to foster mobilization of domestic resources of the partner countries. 

On 21 March 2011, the 3-day Leadership for Development Conference started in Canberra as part of the Leadership for Development Program. The program offers Australian Leadership Awards (ALA) Scholarships, which allow postgraduate study opportunities in Australia to exemplary scholars from developing nations. Recipients of the Awards receive up to USD25,000 for further professional development.
 The initiative aims at human resources development within the developing countries.

On 4 April 2011, International Day for Mine Awareness, Foreign Minister Rudd announced a four year AUD20 million (USD27.31 million) Australian investment in cleaning Afghanistan farm land from mines. It is Australia’s largest ever mine activity, and will clear more than 7.8 million square metres of land, beginning in the Provinces of Khost, Kandahar and Ghor and moving to other high priority areas.
 The cleaned territories will become available for productive farming.

On 31 August 2011, Western Australian Federal Minister Gary Gray announced that the Australian Government would help an extra 115 officials from African countries visit Australia next year to learn from Australia's mining experience. This is in addition to 150 officials from 24 African countries who will visit Australia in 2011 — supported by the Australian aid program. It includes study tours being delivered in partnership with the Australian mining industry and over 60 Australia Award scholarships focused on mining governance.
 This will contribute to raising the capacity of the African officials in mining industry and mining governance.

Australia has complied with both parts of the commitment, having provided new ODA funding and having fostered domestic resources mobilization. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Yuriy Zaytsev

Brazil: 0

Brazil has partially complied with its ODA commitment.

On 11 February 2011, Brazil donated USD7.1 million to Haiti for vaccines and equipment to improve its epidemiological system and to strengthen its immunization program.

On 13 February 2011, the Government of Brazil contributed USD300 thousands to UNDP in support of the second round of legislative and president elections of Haiti, which took place on 20 March.

On 28 July 2011, The Brazilian Government sent 38 thousand tons of food to Somalia and 15 thousand tons of food to refugee camps in Ethiopia. The grants were authorized by Brazilian Law No. 12429 and were conducted in partnership with the World Food Program (WFP).

During the monitoring period no facts indicating the Brazilian government’s activity on mobilization of domestic resources of the partner countries have been registered.

Brazil has contributed new funds towards ODA but no facts are registered of Brazil helping to mobilize domestic resources of the partner countries. Thus for partial compliance with this commitment Brazil receives a score of 0.

Analyst: Pavel Zhdanov

Canada: +1

Canada has fully complied with its ODA commitment.

Canada has contributed new funds towards ODA.

On 17 November 2010, Minister of International Cooperation Beverley J. Oda announced Canada’s support to assist five severely earthquake-affected municipalities in Haiti to better recover from the impact of the January earthquake. This project is aligned with Haiti’s Action Plan for National Recovery and Development. The Government of Canada will provide more than CAD7.2 million (approximately USD7.1 million) over three years for this project.

On 19 November 2010, Minister of International Cooperation announced additional support to fight the growing cholera epidemic in Haiti. Canada, through Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), will provide a further CAD4 million in addition to the CAD1 million to respond to the outbreak. Of this total contribution, CAD2.45 million (approximately USD2.4 million) will support the continuing work of the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) in its coordination efforts involving close to 70 health organizations in Haiti and the distribution of tens of thousands of liters of chlorinated water to affected areas and health facilities. CAD2 million (approximately USD2 million) from today’s announcement will assist UNICEF in increasing access to safe drinking water and ensuring that children and adults receive life-saving treatments.
 In addition, on 3 December 2010, CAD2 million (approximately USD2 million) was donated for fighting cholera in Haiti.

On 25 November 2010, Minister of International Cooperation announced Canada’s support to the Canadian Red Cross’s First Responder Initiative. Canada will provide up to CAD17 million (approximately USD17 million) in funding to the Canadian Red Cross Society over three years for the First Responder Initiative. The initiative comprises three components: a rapid deployment of Red Cross field hospital based in the Americas; the recruitment and training of a core team of Canadian experts in emergency and disaster management; and strengthened disaster management capacity for Red Cross National Societies in the Americas.
 

On 11 January 2011, Minister of International Cooperation reinforced Canada’s commitment to Haiti and announced support for eight new initiatives in the country. These initiatives will improve Haiti’s health services and increase access to life-saving healthcare for mothers and children. They will also place more Haitian children in schools, improve Haiti’s farming sector with new financing tools, and increase Haiti’s food production. The announcement totals CAD93 million (approximately USD93 million).

On 21 January 2011, Minister of International Cooperation, announced Canada’s support for new initiatives that will secure a better future for children and the people of Bangladesh. CIDA’s support for these two projects amounts to CAD40 million (approximately USD40 million).

On 26 January 2011, Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper announced support for new development projects that will save the lives and improve the health of mothers and children in Bangladesh, Ethiopia and Mozambique. The support is part of Canada meeting the 5-year, CAD2.8 billion (approximately USD2.8 billion) commitment that it made at the 2010 G8 Summit under the Muskoka Initiative.

On 28 January 2011, Canada’s Parliamentary Secretary Deepak Obhrai announced that Canada would support Ethiopia’s agricultural sector and the country’s goal of increased food security. CIDA’s funding of CAD18.75 million (approximately USD18.75 million) over five years will benefit an estimated 126,000 households.

On 24 February 2011, Member of Parliament for Burlington Mike Wallace announced support for a water and sanitation project in 10 northern Ugandan communities. CIDA will provide CAD0.5 milion (approximately USD0.5 million) to improve access to clean water, upgrade sanitation services for marginalized communities, and improve public awareness of health issues related to water.

On 25 February 2011, Member of Parliament for Mississauga-Erindale and Honourable Senator Salma Ataullahjan announced the Government of Canada continued support for people affected by the devastating floods in Pakistan. The announcement of CAD27.8 million (approximately USD28 million), combined with a previously announced CAD19 million (approximately USD19 million), totals the CAD46.8 million (approximately USD47 million) in the Pakistan Flood Relief Fund.

On 2 March 2011, Minister of International Cooperation reinforced Canada’s commitment to Haiti and announced support for 15 new reconstruction and recovery initiatives. In line with the objectives of the Interim Haiti Recovery Commission (IHRC), CIDA will strengthen the housing, disaster preparedness, education, health, and agricultural sectors in Haiti with new initiatives to improve the livelihoods of the Haitian population. The announcement totals CAD29.9 million (approximately USD30.4million).

On 14 March 2011, Minister of International Cooperation announced Canada’s support for those affected by flooding in Sri Lanka and Colombia. CIDA supports the efforts of CHF (formerly the Canadian Hunger Foundation) Partners in Rural Development, World Vision Canada, and the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) to assist Sri Lankan families. In Colombia, Canada, through CIDA, is supporting the efforts of Oxfam-Québec, Save the Children Canada, and the Canadian Red Cross to provide emergency assistance to flood-affected people. Canada’s assistance for flood-affected people in Sri Lanka totals CAD1.5 million (approximately USD1.5 million).

On 1 June 2011, Minister of International Cooperation announced the Government of Canada's support for 11 projects, totalling approximately CAD37 million (approximately USD38 million), to give a better future to children and youth in 13 developing countries.

On 13 June 2011, Minister of International Cooperation announced Canada's continued commitment to the GAVI Alliance to help protect the lives of the world's most vulnerable children through immunization. Canada is increasing its commitment to the GAVI Alliance by an additional CAD15 million (approximately USD15 million) from its original commitment of CAD50 million (approximately USD51 million) over five years. This brings Canada's total commitment to CAD65 million (approximately USD66 million) over five years.

On 22 July 2011, Minister of International Cooperation, announced that Canada will respond to help the victims of the severe in East Africa. Canada is increasing its financial contribution by CAD50 million (approximately USD51 million). This is in addition to the CAD22 million (approximately USD22.5 million) provided by CIDA earlier for humanitarian assistance in the region.

Canada has also undertaken measures to foster mobilization of partner countries’ domestic resources. 

On 30 November 2010, Minister of International Cooperation announced 36 projects that would provide vocational training for African youth and help to establish strong technical and vocational education and training systems in Mozambique, Senegal and Tanzania. The Government of Canada is contributing CAD20 million (approximately USD19.5 million) to the Association of Canadian Community Colleges (ACCC) for its Education for Employment (EFE) program in Africa, which is part of CIDA’s Skills for Employment initiative.
 

On 9 December 2010, Minister for International Cooperation underlined Canada’s ongoing commitment to fighting for accountability and supporting good governance by announcing two projects that will improve accountability in 16 developing countries. CIDA has committed CAD14 million (approximately USD14 million) over five years to support the Parliamentary Centre in Africa’s project, and CAD2.1 million (approximately USD2.1 million) over three years to Transparency International.

On 16 March 2011, Minister of Foreign Affairs announced that the Government of Canada will contribute CAD11 million (approximately USD11 million) over five years toward the creation of economic opportunities for young Egyptians and for the development of democratic institutions in Egypt and the broader Middle East and North Africa region.
 

On 29 September 2011, the Canadian Minister of International Cooperation announced four new projects that will help developing countries in Africa and South America manage their natural resources to ensure they are the source of long-term sustainable benefits to their people. USD26 million (approximately USD26 million) will be allocated to support initiatives that enhance the capacities of developing countries to manage the development of their natural resources to reduce poverty.

Canada has complied with both parts of the commitment, having provided new ODA funding and having fostered domestic resources mobilization. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Vitaly Nagornov

China: +1

China has fully complied with its ODA commitment.

On 14 November 2010, the Chinese government at the first high-level meeting of the stakeholders of the UN fund stated that it would donate a total of USD3 million from 2010 to 2012.

On 20 December 2010, China donated eight mobile clinics with a total value of almost USD2 million to the Philippines.

On 5 January 2011, Fiji received 24 pieces of new machinery worth USD2.2 million from China, which is expected to assist the island nation’s rural development programs.

On 21 November 2010, China Development Bank (CDB) chairman Chen Yuan told in Luanda, that during the Angola visit of Chinese vice president Xi, CDB concluded a USD400 million loan agreement with the Ministry of Finance of Angola to address food security issues and promote urban infrastructure construction in the country. Furthermore, CDB and Angola’s African Investment Bank signed a USD100 million SME loan agreement.

On 21 December 2010, China and Nigeria signed a USD900 million credit agreement for rail and communications projects. The agreement between the Nigerian government and the Export-Import Bank of China comprises the Abuja rail project worth USD500 million and a national public security communications project worth USD400 million.

On 23 December 2010, China pledged to extend its loan support for African nations to improve their backward infrastructure, a bottleneck that hinders the development in the continent. The Chinese government will provide USD100 billion of preferential loans to Africa between 2010 and 2012.

On 24 December 2010, the Association for Economic Cooperation and Trade Promotion between Yunnan and Southeast and South Asia signed an investor facilitation cooperation agreement with Chinese Chamber of Commerce in Cambodia, aimed at enhancing business opportunities in the country.

On 21 February 2011, Cambodia and China signed six agreements on bilateral cooperation, aiming at assisting Cambodia to develop its economy and to alleviate poverty, said officials. The agreements were signed during the 2nd China-Cambodia Strategic Economic Dialogue, co-chaired by Anu Porn Moniroth, Secretary of State of the Ministry of Economy and Finance of Cambodia and Fu Ziying, Chinese Vice Commerce Minister. The grant and loan agreements included a grant to Cambodian Ministry of Economy and Finance; a donation of air-conditioners and desktop computers to the Senate; a project to dispatch Chinese experts to study the feasibility of the construction of agricultural laboratory in Cambodia; a loan agreement for the construction of a 22 kilovolt electricity transmission line of 1.9 km length in the provinces of Kampong Speu, Preah Sihanouk, Prey Veng and Kampong Cham.

On 21 March 2011, Cambodia broke ground for the construction of a China-funded 176-kilometer- road in the Northwestern part in order to facilitate travelling and trucking agricultural products to markets. According to the master-plan, the construction of the road will cost USD89.9 million, which is the soft loan from the government of China. It will take 48 months to complete.

On 9 May 2011, Cambodia signed to receive the soft loan of USD52 million from the Export- Import Bank of China in order to develop Stung Sreng reservoir in western part of Cambodia. The agreement was signed between Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Economy and Finance Keat Chhon and visiting Vice President of the Export-Import Bank of China Zhu Hongjie.

On 28 February 2011, a series of agreements were signed between Fu Ziying, Vice Minister of Commerce of China and Rameshore Prasad Khanal, Secretary of the Ministry of Finance on behalf of their respective governments in Kathmandu. According to the agreements, China through the Export-Import Bank of China agreed to provide a loan assistance of CNY640 million for the construction of Upper Trisuli 3A Hydropower Project of Nepal. The project capacity of 60 MW is expected to help reduce power deficit from the present power crisis across the country and the construction work is expected to be completed within four years. The Chinese government also agreed to provide CNY50 million assistance to the government of Nepal to promote the economic and technical cooperation between the two countries.

On 22 March 2011, Chinese ambassador to Ecuador Yuan Guisen said that China would invest about USD2.5 million in Ecuador on projects in telecommunication, technology, agriculture and clean energy projects.

On 22 August 2011, China made its largest single donation to the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) of USD16 million for famine relief operation in Somalia.

China has complied with both parts of the commitment, having provided new ODA funding and having fostered partner countries domestic resources mobilization. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Svetlana Nikitina
France: +1

France has fully complied with the commitment to reaffirm its ODA pledges and to assist the poorest countries to mobilize their domestic resources.

France has allocated new ODA funding.

On 13 December 2010, The French Development Agency (AFD) approved a vast amount of ODA projects and donated EUR1.7 billion (approximately USD2.2 billion) to support development.

On 19 February 2011, French Cooperation Minister visited Madagascar. The Minister announced that the AFD was preparing EUR9 million (approximately USD12.3 million) for providing aid to this country.

On 19 February 2011, the AFD adopted its budget for 2011 which provides for over EUR180 million (approximately USD246.5 million) as development assistance to Cameroon, Congo, Guinea and China.

On 23 March 2011, the French Global Environment Facility (FGEF) has joined hands with the Government of Mozambique, the AFD and WWF to finance a project totaling EUR8,4 million (approximately USD11.8 million) aimed at guaranteeing sustainable livelihoods for local populations that earn their living from the natural resources of the Quirimbas National Park.

On 1 April 2011, three new agreements totaling EUR91,000 (approximately USD132000) were signed under the FGEF Small Initiatives Program.
 Three grants have been allocated to support the projects of the NGOs CETAMADA, FAMA and Missouri Botanical Garden (MBG) for whale protection, reforestation and community management of natural resources.

On 7 April 2011, AFD and German technical cooperation signed a EUR6 million (approximately USD8.7 million) financial agreement for a water supply project in Juba, the capital of Southern Sudan.

On 14 April 2011, the AFD disbursed over EUR550 million (approximately USD797 million) as the development assistance to Cote d’Ivoire, Mozambique, Dominican Republic and Mexico.

On 26 May 2011, AFD’s Board of Directors approved funding totaling nearly EUR459 million (approximately USD665 million) for 10 projects to support development at its meeting.
 On 7 July 2011, 17 additional projects of EUR350 million (approximately USD507 million) were approved.

Some measures aimed at fostering mobilization of partner countries’ domestic resources have been undertaken by France.

On 1 April 2011, the Awoshie-Pokuase Road & Urban Development project in Ghana was launched. Out of a total project cost of EUR100 million (approximately USD145 million), The African Development Bank (AfDB) is providing EUR63 million (approximately USD91 million), while France, through AFD, is contributing EUR30 million (approximately USD43 million) and the Government of Ghana - EUR7 million.

On 18 April 2011, the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs launched three initiatives aimed at harnessing the expertise of local authorities to build a win-win situation in emerging countries.

On 26 April 2011, Minister of the Economy and Finance of the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire and Chief Executive Officer of AFD signed a EUR350 million (approximately USD507 million) agreement to help put the country’s public finances in order and revive its economy.

On 6 May 2011, The President of the Republic of Colombia announced the central government’s approval of financing for the Ayacucho tramway project. AFD’s USD250 million (approximately USD362 million) contribution will be used to finance the transportation component of the Integral Urban Project for the Centre-East of Medellin.

France has complied with both parts of the commitment, having provided new ODA funding and having fostered domestic resources mobilization. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Vitaly Nagornov

Germany: +1

Germany has fully complied with its commitment on development.

Various measures have been taken by Germany to contribute to ODA funding

On 26 November 2010, the German Bundestag adopted the 2011 budget, according to which, funding for development and cooperation is increased by 4.5 % compared to 2010.

On 17 February 2011, several development projects financed by the Regional Development Fund of German Federal Ministry for Cooperation and Development were launched in Afghanistan, province of Kunduz. The projects include constructing roads and building a school.

On 22 February 2011, the German Federal Ministry for Cooperation and Development in Afghanistan agreed to provide USD191.5 million for development support in Afghanistan. The key areas of support include energy, water supply, education and good governance.

On 14 September 2011, Dirk Niebel, German Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development at the government negotiations preceding his visit to Brazil, together with Brazil's Environment Minister Teixeira signed an outline paper on the fundamentals of joint efforts for the protection of tropical forests. Germany is already contributing to the Amazon Fund, the world's first financing mechanism for a national Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation regime. Dirk Niebel announced that Germany would continue to support Brazil in protecting its tropical forests and achieving ambitious climate protection goals.

On 21 September 2011, Dirk Niebel, German Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development, at a meeting of the Expert Council of German Foundations on Integration and Migration stated that Germany was pursuing many different activities in the field of migration from developing countries. Dirk Niebel noted that Germany was supporting migrant organisations' efforts for development and helping to make it easier for migrants to send money to their countries of origin. Moreover, Germany was funding the Returning Experts Programme to assist people who studied or worked in Germany to get involved in development efforts in their home countries.

Germany also took steps to foster mobilization of partner countries’ domestic resources

On 9 February 2011, the German Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology introduced its 10-point action plan for North Africa. One of the measures of the plan is to press forward Germany’s partnership with Morocco, Algeria and Egypt. The objective of these partnerships is to provide assistance in building transparent and efficient administrative structures.

On 18 February, 2011 Parliamentary State Secretary Gudrun Kopp during her visit to Kenya announced that Germany would support promotion of good governance in Kenya and set up a fund comprising USD20, 2 million. The main objectives of the fund are tackling corruption and promoting transparency.

On 1 March 2011, the German Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development Dirk Niebel presented the draft concept for Germany’s first ever holistic education strategy on development policy. The strategy for German development policy addresses the education sector as a whole. The German Federal Ministry of Cooperation and Development elaborated the strategy together with its partners in developing countries, civil society, the private sector and academia, and with other German ministries and the state implementing organisations for development cooperation.

On 9 March 2011, the German-Algerian Economic Commission signed a Protocol promoting German-Algerian Cooperation in the fields of energy, investment, business cooperation, transport, infrastructure and rural development. The Protocol creates new basis for bilateral economic relations.

Germany has complied with both parts of the commitment, having provided new ODA funding and having fostered partner countries domestic resources mobilization. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Marina Klintsova
India: 0

India has fully complied with the commitment on development.
India has provided new ODA funding.

On 27 November 2010, Indian External Affairs Minister, Shri S.M. Krishna said at Inauguration of Works for the Reconstruction of Northern Railway that as part of Government’s effort to provide for the reconstruction of Northern Sri Lanka, the Government of India had pledged a line of credit of USD800 million at significantly concessional rates for various aspects of the Northern Railway project, including reconstruction of railway lines, installation of signalling and telecom systems and the procurement of rolling stock.

On 18 February 2011, Indian External Affairs Minister, Shri S.M. Krishna at India-Least Developed Countries (LDCs) Ministerial Conference declared that additional 5 scholarships would be granted every year under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation Programme for each Least Developed Country. Mr. Krishna also declared that special fund of USD5 million would be established over the next five years for the follow up to UN LDC Four. Mr. Krishna announced that USD500 million credit line facility over the next five years to be used specifically for projects and programmes of Least Developed Countries.

On 18-19 February 2011, in New Delhi on India LDC Ministerial Conference - Delhi Declaration was adopted. This declaration declares the following points: press for strengthening of international support mechanisms in favour of LDCs to augment their resources, productive capacity, institutional strength and policy space to lead their respective national development processes; and in this regard call for augmenting ODA, South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation for a comprehensive implementation of the Istanbul Program of Action.

On 29 March 2011, Shri Anand Sharma, Union Minister for Commerce and Industry, in a bilateral meeting with Prof. Welshman Ncube, the Minister of Industry & Commerce Zimbabwe, said that Indian Government were planning to set up a Vocational Training Centre (VTC) in Zimbabwe to further develop skills and capacity in Zimbabwe. Mr. Shri Sharma noted the possibilities in cooperation in science and technology between India and Zimbabwe, particularly in appropriate technologies in agriculture, agro-processing and renewable energy. He stated that Indo-Zimbabwe continued interest in education and capacity building programmes in Africa and in Zimbabwe in particular, was evident in Indian sponsoring Zimbabweans for study programmes under the ITEC and other courses. Mr. Shri Sharma added that India had increased slots from 40 in 2008-09 to 90 for 2010-11 and he hoped to cross 100 in 2011-12.

On 20 September 2011, The Union Minister of State for Commerce and Industry Mr. Jyotiraditya M. Scindia during his bilateral meeting with Lt. Gen. Mompati S. Merafhe Vice President Republic of Botswana, offered technical assistance to Botswana in the strengthening of rail network and other transport logistics, given its importance to Botswana which has huge natural reserves but is a land locked country.

Some facts of India’s fostering mobilization of partner countries’ domestic resources during the compliance period have been registered.

On 23 April 2011, the Union Commerce and Industry Minister, Shri Anand Sharma, during his ongoing Bangladesh visit addressed the need to further strengthen economic integration between the two countries. During the meeting India offered assistance in the construction of the bridge over river Feni, including the construction of the connecting road on the Bangladesh side. India also offered a tariff-free quota of 10 million pieces of apparel exports from Bangladesh, marking an increase of 25% over previous years. Both countries agreed on strengthening of infrastructure at borders, including construction of Land Custom Stations and Integrated Check Posts, particularly at Petrapole and Agartala such that trade is facilitated. A Working Group on Infrastructure will coordinate implementation.

On 14 September 2011, Ministry of External Affairs announced that India would provide humanitarian assistance of USD8 million to the countries afflicted with severe famine and drought in the Horn of Africa, i.e. Somalia, Kenya and Djibouti. The assistance will be provided through the World Food Programme. India has also contributed USD1.5 million to the AU Trust Fund on Somalia and USD 0.5 million to the UN Trust Fund. This is part of the assistance announced by Honorable Prime Minister for augmenting the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) at the India-Africa Forum Summit-II in Addis Ababa, in May this year. India would be cooperating with Somalia in capacity building in areas such as fisheries, IT and agriculture. India is also considering extending technical assistance to Somalia in developing a counter piracy policy and strategy.

India has complied with the both parts of the commitment on development. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Alexey Mironov
Indonesia: 0
Indonesia has partially complied with the commitment on ODA pledges and assisting the poorest countries to mobilize domestic resources. 

Indonesia has provided new ODA funding.

On 3 January 2011, it was announced that Indonesia once again had sent a humanitarian aid to the Palestinians living in the Gaza Strip. The aid reached approximately USD83 thousand, or IDR750 million. The aid in the form of medical equipment was provided by Indonesian Committee for Solidarity with Palestine (KISPA), Amuntai Community (South Kalimantan), Indonesian Health Department and by the Indonesian citizens living in Egypt.

On 8 September 2011, an official said that the Indonesian government was committed to giving humanitarian aid to overcome Somalia`s famine problem caused by a prolonged drought. “Indonesia is committed to giving aid to Somalia. The Social Affairs Ministry has agreed to provide aid for Somalia, along with a number of Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs),” Social Affairs Minister Salim Segaf Al-Jufri said.

On 20 September 2011, Coordinating Minister for People’s Welfare Agung Laksono said that the Indonesian government through its Ministry of Health was going to send a humanitarian medical team to Pakistan to help victims of dengue fever outbreaks there.
 

However, no facts of Indonesia’s fostering mobilization of partner countries’ domestic resources during the compliance period have been registered.

Indonesia has been awarded a score of 0 for its new ODA funding and its fail to foster the mobilization of partner countries’ domestic resources.

Analyst: Elena Martynova
Italy: +1

Italy has fully complied with its development commitment.

New ODA funding has been provided by Italy.

According to the Budget Law n. 221 of 13 December 2010, the Italian government committed EUR237 million (approximately USD313 million) as ODA to be managed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) for 2011 and EUR240.5 million for 2012 and 2013.
 Though, it is more than 33% reduction in comparison with the budget for 2010,
 Italy has undertaken a range of measure allocating new ODA funding.

On 9 March 2011, Italy offered a diversified package of development aid to the North Africa/Middle East countries. It includes donations (EUR50 million (approximately USD69.5 million)), ODA loans (EUR641 million (approximately USD891 million)) and debt conversion mechanisms (EUR302 million (approximately USD420 million)) – that amounted to nearly one billion euro in benefits to Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, Syria, Jordan, and Palestinian Territories. The aim is not simply to add to an already substantial amount of aid on the basis of the needs of individual nations, but rather to redirect its use in function of the need to facilitate the transition to democracy over the short-term and trigger a virtuous process of development over the medium and long terms.

On 31 May 2011, Italy signed a debt cancellation agreement with the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) in order to support the country’s economic development.

In late May 2011, Italy and Jordan signed a EUR16 million (approximately USD22.9 million) Debt Conversion Agreement for the purpose of promoting bilateral cooperation between the two countries and alleviating Jordan’s debt burden.

On 17 June 2011, Italy signed the bilateral final debt cancellation agreement, for a total of EUR9.53 million (approximately USD13.6 million), with Togo.

On 19 September 2011, the MFA announced that the DGDC would earmark a multilateral contribution of EUR300,000 (approximately USD429,000) to the WFP for emergency food aid to the most vulnerable segments of the population of the People’s Republic of North Korea affected by a serious food security crisis in order to underpin the WFP’s emergency intervention on-going in the People’s Republic of North Korea since April 2011.

Italy also has taken several steps to foster mobilization of domestic resources of the partner countries.

On 24 November 2010, Ambassador of Italy in Addis Ababa, Renzo Mario Rosso, and Ethiopian Finance Minister, Ato Ahmed Shide, have signed a bilateral accord on a project to contribute to the Ethiopian 2010-2012 healthcare sector development plan through a donation of EUR8.2 million (approximately USD11.1 million) by the Italian Cooperation. The goal is to expand healthcare coverage and upgrade services and treatment, and also to boost the capacity to generate and use strategic information.

On 29 November 2010, Italian Ambassador to South Africa, Elio Menzione, and Thomas Auf der Heyde, Deputy Director General for International Cooperation of the Department of Science and Technology of South Africa, signed the fourth Executive Programme of Scientific and Technological Cooperation, valid for the 2011-2013 triennial. The Programme identifies seven priority areas of research: astrophysics and radio astronomy, information and communication technologies, physics, biotechnologies, nanotechnologies and advanced matters, medicine and health, energy and environment. Six projects of “major importance” have been selected for co-financing by Italy.

On 1 February 2011, the Italy launched an initiative aimed at reducing environmental and nutritional risks in Guatemala recently battered by a tropical storm. To this end, a fund of EUR1.8 million (approximately USD2.5 million) was set up at the Italian Embassy in Guatemala City, earmarked for agriculture, food security, healthcare, water and the environment, management of natural resources, risk reduction and lowering of management costs.

On 17 February 2011, Italy allocated EUR1 million for the emergency programme “Improved basic services for the Somali population in Kenyan’s Dadaab refugee camps” to help Somali refugees in Kenya.

On 8 March 2011, the Italian Directorate General for Development Cooperation (DGDC) has confirmed the commitment of Italy’s entire “country system” to support and encourage Tunisia’s economic recovery and has extended a new credit line worth EUR73 million (approximately USD101 million) for Tunisian SMEs.

On 12 April 2011, Italian Minister of Economic Development signed with the Afghan Minister of Foreign Affairs, Minister of Industry, and Minister of Economy the MOU in order to promote an efficient cooperation in several industries: hydrocarbons and mineral resources, energy generating equipment, infrastructure, marble production, textile industry, agriculture, trenchless technologies.

On 6 May 2011, the DGDC approved a new financing of EUR 800,000 (approximately USD1.1 million) in favour of the World Health Organization to continue the fight against tuberculosis in Western Afghanistan.

On 7 May 2011, the authorities of the Province of Trento, Italian Ambassador in Mozambique and the Governor of Sofala Province signed the agreement on opening a new hospital in Caia (Mozambique). The DGDC would provide EUR250,000 (approximately USD357.000) towards medical supply purchases and the construction of accommodation for hospital staff. Trento Province would provide about EUR390,000 (approximately USD557.000) for staff training.

On 27 July 2011, the Italian Cooperation approved EUR14 million (approximately USD20 million) in funding for a secondary road network in the Province of Herat. The initiative fell within the context of the National Rural Access Program (NRAP), one of the Afghan government’s priority rural development programmes.

On 6 September 2011, the Italian Ambassador in Lebanon, Giuseppe Morabito, and the Lebanese Minister for Social Affairs, Wael Abou Faour, signed a Cooperation Agreement that envisages a “National Programme for local social-economic development through measures to strengthen the Social Development Centres (SDCs) and the Fund for Social Development in Lebanon.” An initiative received EUR2.4 million (approximately USD3.3 million) in funding from Italian Development Cooperation as a contribution to the strategy drawn up by the Social Affairs Ministry (MOSA) to foster social development. The focus would be on protecting the most vulnerable sections of the population.

Italy has complied with both parts of the commitment, having provided new ODA funding and having fostered domestic resources mobilization. Thus, it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Anna Vekshina
Japan: +1

Japan has fully complied with its ODA commitment.

On 29 November 2010, the Prime Minister of Japan, Naoto Kan announced that Japan intended to extend approximately USD400 million in the form of an ODA loan to Bangladesh for the Padma Multipurpose Bridge Project. The project is expected to substantially contribute towards the economic development and poverty alleviation of Bangladesh through improved communication between its capital area and its east and southwest regions.

In the 2010 fiscal year Japan allocated about USD100 million as assistance to the Palestinian Authority, “in line with what Prime Minister Kan pledged at the meeting with Palestinian Prime Minister Fayyad on 24th November 2010”.
 On 27 December 2010, Japan extended non-project grant aid of JPY1 billion (USD12.5 million) to Palestinian Authority, which is aimed to support economic and social development.

On 28 January 2011, Japan decided to extend an ODA loan of up to JPY41 billion (USD512.5 million) to Philippines to pave and improve the existing roads across the Philippines (about 1,380 km) and to strengthen the road maintenance performance.

On 9 February 2011, in Joint Statement between Japan and the Republic of Uzbekistan Prime Minister Kan pledged to provide an ODA loan of up to JPY18 billion (USD225 million) for the implementation of the Karshi-Termez Railway Electrification Project, and also support 18 projects this year in the form of Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security.

On 16 June 2011, Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) signed an ODA loan agreements with the Government of India to provide up to JPY132.6 billion (USD1.66 billion) to finance development projects including power generation (including introduction of new and renewable energy) and biodiversity projects.

Over the period from 13 November 2010 to 28 September 2011 Japan donated a total amount of JPY131 billion (USD1.64 billion) in Grant Aid and JPY721 billion (USD9 biilion) in Loan Aid to Vietnam, India, Afganistan, Kenia and dozens of other countries.
 In addition, on 12 January 2011, Foreign Minister Seiji Maehara reiterated Japan’s 2008 pledge to double their ODA to African countries by 2012,
 and later, on 2 May 2011, the Japanese Government “expressed its determination to continue to faithfully implement its comprehensive pledges made at TICAD IV”.

To mobilize domestic resources of the partner countries Japan has launched several public-private partnerships with developing countries in the area of infrastructure development. 

On 14 February 2011, the 2nd PPP Council for Overseas Road and Water Infrastructure was held in Tokyo under the auspices of METI, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism and Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare. For this meeting, delegates from Asian governments, namely Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Sri Lanka and Vietnam, were invited to share their status of road and water infrastructure needs with the Japanese companies interested in PPP business abroad.
,

On 18 February 2011, Japan’s Foreign Affairs Minister Maehara said that Japan intended to extend ODA loans equivalent to USD100 million for Indonesia’s Third Infrastructure Reform Sector Development Program, a program to develop the investment environment with a main focus on public-private partnership (PPP) projects.

On 27 July 2011, the JICA agreed to cooperate with Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee (BRAC), the world's largest international non-governmental organization. The parties will mobilise financial resources and technical expertise to focus on economic and social development of Africa, Bangladesh and other countries and regions.

Japan has complied with both parts of the commitment, having provided new ODA funding and having fostered domestic resources mobilization. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Ekaterina Maslovskaya

Korea: +1

Korea has fully complied with its ODA commitment.

After visiting Ethiopia with the Economic Cooperation Delegation to Africa in January 2011, Mr. Kim Eun-seok, Ambassador for Energy and Resources of Korea proposed to help Ethiopia strengthen its capability through various means, such as by providing technology support, using Korea’s environmentally-friendly, sustainable mineral resources development model, to draw up a detailed geological map and proposed cooperative ways to implement a joint exploration project. The delegation launched negotiations on establishing agreements between the two countries to promote and protect investments, and prevent double taxation, also the officials of both countries discussed energy cooperative projects in the areas of hydropower and other resources and various ways to implement cooperative projects in the fields of textile, agriculture and infrastructure building.

On 20 January 2011 Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA), a government agency responsible for Korea’s grant aid programs, announced that it had selected new joint projects with six international organizations such as UNEP, UNESCAP, the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), the International Maritime Organization (IMO), WHO, and the World Bank as part of the East Asia Climate Partnership (EACP). The six new projects have been selected for 2010 and 2011 with a total budget of KRW5.5 billion (USD4.95 million), they place a greater focus on transferring green technology and knowhow so that developing countries can independently address climate change and respond to climate change and encourage sustainable growth in the region.

On 23 December 2010, the Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) reported it was engaged in facilitating the return of the internally displaced people (IDP) in Pakistan by addressing the basic needs of the IDPs such as water, access to roads, schools and community infrastructure.

Korea has complied with both parts of the commitment, having provided new ODA funding and having fostered domestic resources mobilization. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Arina Shadrikova

Mexico: -1

No evidence of contributing funds towards development assistance or mobilizing domestic resources was registered during this monitoring cycle.

Thus, Mexico is awarded a score of -1. 

Analyst: Polina Arkhipova

Russia: +1

Russia has fully complied with its commitment on development.

On 8 December 2010, the Russian Government allocated USD28.4 million for implementation of the L’Aquila Food Security Initiative (AFSI) in 2010-2014. USD22.5 million will be allocated to the World Bank for a joint Russia-World Bank program on agriculture development and food security and RUB177.1 million (approximately USD5.9 million) will be allocated to the Moscow State University for establishment of an institute on food security and sustainable agriculture issues.
 According to the Ministry of Finance the Russia-World Bank program includes assisting the development of small farmers and sharing new technologies with the CIS and other neighboring countries.

On 27 December 2010, the Russian Government announced a contribution of SDR115.5 million (about USD176 million) to the 16th replenishment of the International Development Association for 2011-2019.

On 18 March 2011, the Russian Prime Minister stated that “the terms of a USD30 million interest-free loan” to Kyrgyzstan were in the process of negotiation.

On 23 March 2011, Deputy Foreign Minister G. Karasin confirmed that during the last several months Russia had allocated USD30 million of aid to Kyrgyzstan.

On 23 March 2011, Deputy Foreign Minister G. Karasin participated in the conference on strengthening interregional cooperation between Kyrgyzstan and Russia for ensuring sustainable economic development. Indicating the importance of relations between regions of Russia and Kyrgyzstan he supported creation of a sub-commission on interregional cooperation in the Russian-Kirghiz intergovernmental commission on trade, economic, scientific, technical and humanitarian cooperation.

On 11 - 13 October 2011, the First International Forum “Ways to Reduce Infant Mortality: the Russian Experience” was held in Moscow. The Forum's key objective was “to develop strategic and practical recommendations for the reduction of infant mortality” with due regard to specific national circumstances of the partner countries. Representatives of 12 developing countries took part in seminars and training sessions in order to improve their skills and capacity.
 The Russian Government allocated RUB26 million (USD0.8 million) for organizing this event and creating a special training center in Moscow which will be used to train healthcare specialists from Russia and developing countries.

Russia has complied with both parts of the commitment, having provided new ODA funding and having fostered domestic resources mobilization. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Mark Rakhmangulov

Saudi Arabia: 0

Saudi Arabia has partially complied with its ODA commitment.

Saudi Arabia has pledged to Egypt a USD4 billion aid package, including a USD1 billion deposit at the Central Bank of Egypt and USD500 million in bond purchases, USD500 million for general budget support and a USD500 million soft loan. Another part of the package contains USD500 million in soft loans for development programs from the Saudi Fund for Development and a grant of USD200 million to be placed with the fund or in a current account to finance projects such as small and medium-sized enterprises. Another USD750 million would be extended as a line of credit to finance Saudi exports to Egypt.

The Arab Authority for Agricultural Investment and Development (AAAID) is planning to invest USD750 million in projects in the next four years that include help for agriculture, food and poultry projects in Saudi Arabia, a number of deals would also be done to encourage the production of cereals across the Arab World. In particular, the AAAID plans to establish a firm for agricultural and poultry products in the UAE, and to set up a soy and clover production unit in Egypt.

The Islamic Development Bank (IDB), Al Baraka banking group and other Saudi investors have formed a joint investment company for Bosnia, said Saudi Arabia’s Sheikh Saleh Kamel, the chairman of the Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry: “The USD50 million will be our investment by the next forum to enhance the development and investment in Bosnia.”
 

The agriculture ministries of Vietnam and Saudi Arabia have agreed to set up a working group to speed up bilateral cooperation and increase the exchange of cooperative delegations, in order to devise concrete projects. Saudi Arabia is one of Vietnam’s largest trade partners in the Middle East, with two-way trade reaching USD744 million in 2010, a year-on-year rise of 64%, and USD125 million in the first two months of 2011. The visit was aimed at implementing the initiative of King Abdullah, Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, and carrying out cooperation agreement between the two countries in agriculture, trade, and industry.

Saudi Star Agricultural Development Plc, a food company owned by Sheikh Mohammed Al-Amoudi, said it plans to invest USD2.5 billion by 2020 developing a rice-farming project in Ethiopia to develop the lowland area and make Ethiopia self-sufficient in food.
 Also, Saudi Arabia is encouraging its private sector to develop farming projects in Sudan.

Saudi Arabia will allocate nearly USD130 billion in new energy investment during 2011-2015 period, retaining its leading role in the sector among the pan-Arab countries, taking in the account that nearly 70% of the investments are located in five countries – Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar, Algeria and Egypt.

Saudi Arabia and Morocco signed two memoranda of understandings for cooperation in the fields of constructional development and diplomatic studies. The first MoU aims at enhancing the current relations between the two countries through activating and coordinating the efforts and exchange of information and cooperation in the field of comprehensive constructional development that matches the environmental, social and economic specifications of the two countries.

Arab leaders at the summit of the Arab League 2nd Economic Forum in Sharm El-Sheikh committed to a proposed USD2 billion program to boost faltering economies that have propelled crowds into the streets to protest against high unemployment, rising prices and rampant corruption. Saudi Arabia has promised to pay USD500 million.

Delegates at the two-day Gulf-Africa Investment Conference 2010, held under the patronage of King Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz, Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, adopted a series of recommendations aimed at fostering economic relations between GCC and sub-Saharan African countries. In particular, Saudi Arabia enjoys strong relations with a number of African countries, which is evident through the level of financial activity supported by the Saudi Fund for Development, Abdullah Bin Ahmed Zainal Alireza, Minister of Trade and Industry said. Moreover, Saudis have taken the initiative of investing in into agricultural development in a number of African states.

Thus Saudi Arabia has partially complied with the development commitment and has been awarded a score of 0 for allocating new ODA.

Analyst: Arina Shadrikova

South Africa: +1

South Africa has fully complied with the G20 commitment on development.

South Africa has provided new ODA funding.

On 8 March 2011, the Minister of External Affairs of the Republic of India, Mr. S. M. Krishna, the Minister of External Relations of the Federative Republic of Brazil, H.E. Ambassador Antonio de Aguiar Patriota, and the Minister of International Relations and Cooperation of South Africa, Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, met in New Delhi for the VII India, Brazil, South Africa (IBSA) Trilateral Ministerial Commission. They reiterated their commitment to contribute at least USD1 million per year to the IBSA Trust Fund (a fund created by the IBSA countries to enhance South-South cooperation by funding projects in developing countries). The Ministers also underscored the importance of sustaining long-term capital flows to developing countries to stimulate investment, especially in infrastructure, to address the development deficit and increase global demand. The Ministers furthermore endorsed the decision of the 15th IBSA Focal Points meeting to review the guidelines and to discuss ways and means for IBSA Member States to ensure that there is greater effectiveness, visibility and greater utilization of their own resources wherever possible. They also decided to support the construction of a Center for People with Special Needs in Nablus, Palestine.
 

On 3 August 2011, the Government of South Africa agreed to provide a conditional guarantee for a loan of ZAR2.4 billion (USD30 million) from the South African Reserve Bank (SARB) to the Central Bank of Swaziland (CBS). The repayment of the loan will take the form of a debit order against the Southern African Customs Union (SACU) account that will be held by SARB on behalf of the Government of the Kingdom of Swaziland. The repayment will coincide with the quarterly payment schedule of SACU transfer payments by South Africa in its capacity as the manager of the SACU Common Revenue Pool.
 

According to the statement made by the Deputy Minister of International Relations and Cooperation, Mr Marius Fransman, at the AU Pledging Conference on Somalia, on 25 August 201, the South African government pledged an initial amount of USD280,000 towards the African Union Special Fund that has been created for Africa’s relief efforts in Somalia, with a focus on contributing towards food aid.

The Government of the Republic of South Africa has also undertaken some measures to assist the poorest countries in mobilizing domestic resources for development.

On 19 July 2011, the President of South Africa Jacob Zuma in his address at the South Africa-Tanzania Business Forum Meeting declared that South Africa had already made a marked contribution with respect to infrastructure development in Tanzania through its spatial development initiatives (SDI) programme. Investment in the development of infrastructure would have a high rate of return as this would lead to an increase in demand for manufactured and capital equipment.
 This would facilitate national governments of Tanzania to mobilize domestic resources for development.

South Africa has fully complied with the G20 commitment on development. Thus, it is awarded a score of +1.
Analyst: Yuriy Zaytsev

Turkey: +1
Turkey has fully complied with its development commitment.

On 30 March 2011, Turkish Ambassador in Kosovo attended the groundbreaking ceremony of the new Turkey sponsored school building in Municipality of Prizren. Building is planned to become operational in September, nearly a thousand students are expected to study there.

On 25 March 2011 Turkish Cooperation and Development Agency reported that recently it had been actively engaged in a wide scope of activities providing agricultural assistance to nearly 20,000 families from 12 communities of Darfur due to drought.
 

On 25 March 2011 Turkish Cooperation and Development Agency reported on recent signing of the memorandum of intent with Pakistani authorities concerning health care and water purification assistance.

On 4 May 2011 the Turkish Prime Ministry's Disaster and Emergency Management Unit on Wednesday announced that nearly 11.5 tons of aid have been sent to Libya. Also the statement said that nearly 2,000 tons of aid have been delivered to Libya so far.

On 12 May 2011, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey, announced that Turkey would allocate to LDCs USD200 million annually, starting in 2012, for technical cooperation projects and programs as well as scholarships to developing countries. Moreover Erdogan announced Turkey’s commitment to provide scholarships to 1,000 students from Least Developed Countries over the next 10 years in particular on postgraduate studies in the fields of agriculture, engineering and medicine.

On 13 May 2011, Ahmet Davutoglu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey pointed out that Turkish government aims to increase the level of direct investment into LDCs, in particular by the Turkish private sector, to a total of USD5 billion by 2015 and to $10 billion by 2020. It is also said that Turkey wouldl grant USD5 million for the purpose of monitoring of the Istanbul Program Action implementation.

On 13 May 2011, Foreign Minister of the Republic of Turkey Ahmet Davutoglu said that Turkey plans to graduate as many countries as possible via the Istanbul Action Plan on the Least Developed Countries and envisages nearly UDD3 billion in contributions through trade and investment in agriculture, health and education. 

On 4 June 2011, it was reported that Turkish International Cooperation and Development Agency (TIKA) had sent medical supplies and equipment to Uzbekistan. The ultrasound devices, laptops, furniture and other materials provided by TIKA were delivered to Uzbek officials with a ceremony held in capital Tashkent on Saturday.

Some steps have been taken to foster mobilization of domestic resources of partner countries.

On 18 May 2011, the Sudanese and Turkish sides concluded a session of the joint political consultation committee, co-chaired by Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Ambassador Rahmatullah Mohammed Osman and his Turkish counterpart. The Sudanese delegation met with the Director of the Turkish Red Crescent Society who affirmed continuity of medical assistance to Sudan. The Sudanese delegation also met with the Director of Turkish International Cooperation and Development Agency, saying that the two sides agreed to expand the projects being implemented in Sudan, particularly in aspects of development and exchange of expertise.

On 18 September 2011, Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan announced that Turkey will help reconstruct the infrastructure in Libya: “We will reconstruct the damaged schools, courthouses and police stations in Libya. We will instruct [Turkish] contractors in these areas to take action right away. Moreover, we will also build a new Parliament building [for the Libyan people].”

On 28 September 2011, it was announced that 309 Somali students would come to Turkey for education under Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan's initiative to provide 500 students with an education in Turkey.

Turkey has allocated new ODA funding and helped to foster mobilization of partners’ domestic resources have been registered. Thus it has been awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Victor Kobyletskiy
United Kingdom: +1

The UK has fully complied with its ODA commitment.

On 30 March 2011, the Department for International Development (DFID) of the UK has published provisional statistics on UK ODA as a proportion of GNI in 2010. UK ODA increased in 2010 and accounted at GBP8.354 billion (USD5 billion) or 0.56% of UK GNI is the highest level of UK ODA ever recorded.

By April 2012, the UK is going to enshrine in law its commitment to spend 0.7% of national income on ODA starting from 2013.
 Further by March 2015, the UK has to develop and implement an ODA monitoring strategy to ensure all departments meet agreed contributions to UK ODA targets.

The UK is also making more focus on mobilization of domestic resources of the partner countries in its programmes. On 1 March 2011, the International Development Secretary Andrew Mitchell announced the new strategy of Britain’s aid programme which will provide 50 million people with the means to help work their way out of poverty. The Secretary of State stated that increased help is linked to key in-country reforms. Pakistan could by 2015 become the UK’s biggest aid recipient but increased support will be linked to the Government of Pakistan’s progress particularly in building a more dynamic economy and tackling corruption. He also has made clear that UK is ready to offer more help to Zimbabwe in case of free and fair elections.

In February 2011, the UK also launched a new African free trade initiative (AFTi) to boost African trade through reduced bureaucracy, improved transport infrastructure and more efficient border crossings.

On 11 April 2011, the UK Government committed GBP7 million (USD4.1 million) supported the World Bank’s Partnership for Market Readiness to help developing countries set up their own carbon trading systems to cut emissions.

On 12 April 2011, the UK announced it would help more than half-a-million people in Pakistan recovering from last year’s floods by building flood-resistant homes, restoring vital irrigation and drainage systems, creating jobs, replacing animals and fodder, as well as providing seeds, tool, and fertilizers ahead of the upcoming planting season.

On 16 June 2011, the UK Government announced that it would support business investments into the poorest countries to stimulate growth of business and entrepreneurship and economic development in these countries.
 

On 13 September 2011, the charity ActionAid published “The Real Aid 3” report in which the UK is named as a leader in providing quality aid helping developing countries to beat poverty and at the same time to reduce reliance on foreign help and to build up their own capabilities.

The United Kingdom has complied with both parts of the commitment, having provided new ODA funding and having fostered domestic resources mobilization. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Natalia Churkina

United States: +1

The United States has fully complied with its development commitment.

In 2010 most of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) donations were maid in the forth quarter – 78.8% of all donations in 2010 or USD14.8 billion. Top benefiting countries included Afganistan, Pakistan and Haiti, top international organizations – World Food Program, Global Fund, Development Alternatives, Inc.

In 2011 the Unites States intended to expand its USD3.5 billion Feed the Future program. This program, together with the Global Health Initiative, is a cornerstone of President Obama’s Global Development Policy.

On 5 April 2011 the United States donated 4,000 metric tons of food worth USD6.5 million to the World Food Program (WFP). Overall the United States has contributed USD340 million to the WFP since January 2011.

On 26 April 2011, U.S. Agency for International Development Administrator Dr. Rajiv Shah, Peace Corps Director Aaron Williams and U.S. Global Malaria Coordinator Rear Admiral Tim Ziemer, announced an enhanced collaborative effort to reduce the burden of malaria in Africa.

On 21 June 2011, Dr. Rajiv Shah, USAID Administrator, announced Feed the Future's “Borlaug 21st Century Leadership” program, a USD32.5 million investment to help shape the next generation of leaders in agriculture. This program will help strengthen over 65 African agricultural research institutions. And it will directly reach to more than 2,300 students with fellowships, training and mentoring.

On 21-22 June the Young African Women Leaders Forum, a two-day workshop and conference for women from across Africa, took place in Johannesburg and Soweto, South Africa. The forum was sponsored by the U.S. Department of State, the U.S. Embassy in South Africa, the U.S. Agency for International Development, and the White House.

On 16 September 2011, the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs announced that 43 African women business leaders would travel to the United States September 19 through October 7 as part of the African Women’s Entrepreneurship Program. These women entrepreneurs would meet and network with U.S. policy makers, companies and industry associations, etc.

On 21 September 2011, the USAID, PepsiCo, the PepsiCo Foundation, and the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) announced a groundbreaking public-private partnership EthioPEA to dramatically increase chickpea production and promote long-term nutritional and economic security in Ethiopia.

The US remains the biggest spender with a total of USD30.2 billion, the largest aid disbursement ever recorded by a single donor. But proportional to the US gross national income, aid remained unchanged at 0.21%.

The United States has allocated new ODA funding and fostered mobilization of domestic resources of the partner countries. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Tatyana Lanshina

European Union: +1

The EU has fully complied with its ODA commitment.

Over the compliance period the EU has undertaken a wide range of measures to provide new ODA funding. On 6 April 2011, Commissioner for Development Andris Piebalgs presented the 2010 preliminary figures on official development aid. Overall, EU aid represents 0.43% of EU Gross National Income, in spite the fact that the EU promised to collectively reach 0.56% of ODA/GNI by 2010. Substantial collective effort is still needed in order to achieve the goal of 0.7% by 2015. Although the EU missed its target for 2010, it still made positive progress despite the economic downturn.

On 12 April 2011, during the Foreign Affairs Council’s discussions on Ivory Coast, Commissioner Piebalgs announced that Commission would prepare a first comprehensive recovery package of EUR180 million (approximately USD259 million) in cooperation with the government of Ivory Coast. The EU recovery package will notably provide support to ensure basic social needs, such as health, water and sanitation; and the agriculture sector.

During his visit to Timor-Leste from 7 to 10 March Commissioner Andris Piebalgs confirmed EU support to the country and the determination to assist Timor-Leste in climbing up the development ladder. He signed a package of four strategic programmes for a total amount of EUR39 million (approximately USD54 million) to support democratic governance, development of the rural areas, and the role of civil society.

On 31 January 2011, the European Commissioner for Development Andris Piebalgs met the Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi and other members of the national government in Addis Ababa. The parties discussed the ways to support the government’s five-year “Growth and transformation” national strategy and signed an agreement for the implementation of the Global Climate Change Alliance in Ethiopia. Agreement provides for EUR13.7 million (approximately USD18.2 million) grant, that will be an important step in helping Ethiopia to build a climate-resilient economy.

On 19 July 2011 the European Commissioner for Development Andris Piebalgs announced that the European Commission has released EUR25 million (approximately USD35.5 million) in budgetary support for Niger. With these funds the government will be able to step up its fight against poverty, in particular by concentrating on the social sectors (education and health).

On 14 September 2011, in Mamelodi (South Africa), EU Commissioner AndrisPiebalgs declared the launch of the Primary Health Care Sector Policy Support Programme to assist people of South Africa. The programme is one of the largest EU health programmes in the world, which invests EUR126 million (approximately USD172 million) to support the South African government's efforts to improve access to public health services and to increase the quality of service delivery of primary health care through the district health system.

The EU has also undertaken relevant measures to foster mobilization of domestic resources of the partner countries.

To mark World Water Day on 22 March 2011, whose focus was “Water for Cities – Responding to the Urban Challenge,” the EU Commissioner for Development Andris Piebalgs announced the launch of a pooling mechanism in the framework of the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP)-EU Water Facility. EUR40 million (approximately USD55.6 million) have been made available under this mechanism, which has been created to blend grants from the European Development Fund (EDF) with loans from the EU multilateral and bilateral finance institutions to finance projects for access to water and sanitation services in African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries. This financial instrument should increase the leverage effect of the financial aid and will trigger private sector participation.
 Thus the action contributed to domestic resources mobilization.

On 15 December 2010, following the Cancún Climate Change Conference, Andris Piebalgs, Commissioner for Development and Tuiloma Neroni Slade, Secretary General of the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, launched a “Joint Pacific-EU Initiative on Climate Change.” The objective is to mobilize EU Member States and international partners to join efforts to reinforce Pacific Countries’ capacity to address the impacts of climate change more efficiently. The Commission is leading the EU’s efforts to support the Pacific Islands to tackle climate change effects, with a overall dedicated envelope of EUR90 million (approximately USD118 million) over 2008-2013.

The EU has complied with both parts of the commitment, having provided new ODA funding and having fostered domestic resources mobilization. Thus it is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Yuriy Zaytsev

Energy efficiency

2010-135: we will take steps to create, as appropriate, the enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies, including policies and practices in our countries and beyond, including technical transfer and capacity building. 

 The Seoul Summit Document

	Country
	Lack of Compliance
	Work in Progress
	Full Compliance

	Argentina
	
	0
	

	Australia
	
	
	+1

	Brazil
	
	
	+1

	Canada
	
	
	+1

	China
	
	
	+1

	France
	
	
	+1

	Germany
	
	
	+1

	India
	
	
	+1

	Indonesia
	
	0
	

	Italy
	
	
	+1

	Japan
	
	
	+1

	Korea
	
	
	+1

	Mexico
	
	
	+1

	Russia
	
	
	+1

	Saudi Arabia
	-1
	
	

	South Africa
	
	
	+1

	Turkey
	
	0
	

	United Kingdom
	
	
	+1

	United States
	
	
	+1

	European Union
	
	
	+1

	Average Score
	+0.75


Argentina: 0

Argentina has partially complied with the commitment to create enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies domestically and abroad.
As of 23 March 2011, 23 billion of low energy consumption bulbs were distributed among 6.5 million households, which equals 600-750 MW of saved energy or 3% of the total energy production capacity in Argentina. The initiative is undertaken in the framework of the National Programme of Rational and Efficient Use of Energy (PRONUREE).

According to the Ministry of Planning, the country is on the way to achieve the target of generating 8% of the energy consumption by 2016 from the reneweable sources of energy.

On 30 May 2011, a new resolution on energy efficiency (Resolution 198/2011 of Ministry for Energy) established energy efficiency standards for domestic refrigerators and electric appliances.

On 30 September 2011, Rawson Wind Energy Park was inaugurated in the province of Chubut. Energy generation is based on renewable sources and is to become the largest energy-producing facility in the country with the largest total capacity in the South American region of 80MW. The project involves construction of 43 windmills, 28 out of which have already been installed. Besides, solar energy plant was launched in the province of San Juan with the total of 4,836 solar panels.
 

Argentina has taken steps to promote and deploy clean energy technologies within its borders but has not developed energy efficiency in other countries and thus is awarded a score of 0. 

Analyst: Polina Arkhipova

Australia: +1

Australia has fully complied with the commitment to create enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies domestically and abroad.

On 26 November 2010, the Australian Carbon Trust (a company set up by the Australian Government in 2010) signed a multi-million dollar financial agreement with six major companies aimed at financing energy efficiency projects and leveraging significant private sector finance to achieve cost-effective energy efficiency improvements.
 

On 15 December 2010, the Minister for Climate Change and Energy Efficiency Combet announced that AUD51 billion (AUD1 approximately equals to USD1) would be awarded to schools as Federal Government allocates funds to install solar and other renewable power systems, rainwater tanks and to help implement a range of other energy efficiency measures.

On 20 January 2011, the Australian Government’s Automotive Transformation Scheme was launched to help vehicle and component makers get cleaner and greener products to market. This AUD3.4 billion scheme for the period up to 2020 is the centerpiece of the Australian Government’s New Car Plan for a Greener Future.

On 23 August 2011, legislation to underpin the Carbon Farming Initiative (CFI) was passed by the Parliament.
 It received royal assent on 15 September 2011.
 The CFI aims to give farmers, forest growers and landholders access to domestic and international carbon markets, providing an investment incentive for environmental conservation and greenhouse gas emission reduction

On 11 June 2011, Prime Minister Gillard announced new stricter pollution standards to be imposed on all new cars sold in Australia by 2018. Once fully implemented, the standards will reduce the maximum allowable emissions by up to 50-90% for particular polluting elements, and encourage introduction of energy efficient technologies.

On 10 July 2011, Australian Government set out a comprehensive plan for tackling climate change, “Securing a clean energy future.”
 This long-term plan to cut pollution by promoting renewable energy and energy efficiency includes the following measures: introduction of a carbon price commencing from 1 July 2012, household and business assistance, enhanced support for innovation, establishment of a new independent Climate Change Authority.
 Legislation was introduced on 13 September 2011.

On 31 August 2011, Innovation Minister Carr announced AUD35.2 million financing for Green Building Fund which would help 90 buildings all across the country to introduce green technologies.

At the international level, Australia has launched several initiatives to spread clean energy technologies worldwide.

On 9 December 2010, Minister for Climate Change and Energy Efficiency Combet announced an allocation of additional AUD45 million to support Indonesia’s efforts to address climate change as part of Australia’s AUD599 million climate change fast-start funding which was announced in June 2010. AUD30 million will be invested to accelerate joint work on Indonesia’s National Carbon Accounting System.

On 16 March 2011, Minister for Innovation, Industry, Science and Research Kim Carr signed the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Australian Solar Institute (ASI) and the Deutches Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt (DLR) – Germany’s national research centre for aeronautics and space. The MoU aims to foster cooperation in solar energy research and deployment.

Thus Australia deserves a score of +1 for stepping up efforts to introduce and disseminate green energy technologies domestically and abroad.

Analyst: Ekaterina Maslovskaya

Brazil: +1

Brazil has fully complied with the commitment to create enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies domestically and abroad.

On 5 January 2011, one of Brazil’s state-owned banks, Brazil’s National Economic and Social Development Bank (BNDES), has given BRL588.9 million (about USD360 million) for the construction of nine wind farms in the state of Bahia.

On 21 February 2011, The Brazilian Electricity Regulatory Agency (ANEEL) issued several publications aiming to inform the society on topics relating to the electricity sector.
 The collection consists of six small booklets containing illustrated tips on saving and efficient use of electricity. The task of the booklets is to teach Brazilians to save energy resources.

On 4 December 2010, at the 6th UN Conference on Climate Change (COP 16) and at the World Climate Summit (WCS) Brazil presented its experience of using biofuel. Biofuel usage in Brazil helped to avoid the emission of more than 600 million tons of CO2 over the last three decades.

On 19 March 2011, Brazil and the USA announced that they launched a Partnership for the Development of Aviation Biofuels. The goals of this partnership are development of sustainable biofuels for aviation as an important means of reducing aviation greenhouse gas emissions and coordinating efforts towards the establishment of common standards for aviation biofuels. Within the partnership cooperative activities include: exchanges of experts and non-proprietary data as well as analysis by national research labs and joint engagement in multilateral fora.

On 26 March 2011, The Brazilian Development Bank (BNDES) and the Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC) entered into a financing agreement in the amount of USD300 million within the scope of the Green Line. The Green Line (Global Action for Reconciling Economic Growth and Environmental Preservation) is aimed at supporting projects that benefit the global preservation of the environment, fostering the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy.

Brazil has developed and deployed energy efficiency and clean energy technologies in the country and abroad. Thus Brazil has been given a score of +1.

Analyst: Pavel Zhdanov

Canada: +1

Canada has fully complied with the commitment to create the enabling environment conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies in the country and beyond.

Some measures have been undertaken to develop and deploy energy efficiency and clean energy technologies in Canada.

On 24 January 2011, Minister of State (Sport) Gary Lann announced CAD3.9 million (approximately USD3.9 million) in support from the Clean Energy Fund for the City of Colwood’s community-scale solar project. This funding is part of the Government’s action to improve economic and environmental performance in the country.

On 22 March 2011, Minister of Finance Jim Flaherty tabled a new federal budget. The investment of almost CAD870 million (approximately USD887 million) for Canada’s Clean Air Agenda, CAD97 million (approximately USD99 million) to renew funding for technology and innovation in the areas of clean energy and energy efficiency and CAD8 million (approximately USD8 million) to renew funding to promote the deployment of clean energy technologies in Aboriginal and Northern communities is expected to be made over two years in accordance with this document.

On 8 June 2011, Joe Oliver, Minister of Natural Resources, announced that Invenergy’s Raleigh Wind Energy Centre would receive up to CAD24 million (approximately USD24.5 million) over ten years through the ecoENERGY for Renewable Power program.

On 11 June 2011, Natural Resources Canada’s Clean Energy Fund provided investment of CAD7.5 million (approximately USD7.5 million) to BC Hydro’s innovative clean energy project.

On 28 June 2011, Dave Van Kesteren, Member of Parliament for Chatham-Kent-Essex, on behalf of the Honourable Joe Oliver, Minister of Natural Resources, announced the ecoENERGY for Renewable Power program was delivering an investment of up to CAD31 million (approximately USD31.5 million) over ten years to the Kruger Energy Chatham Wind Project.

On 28 July 2011, Minister of Natural Resources announced an investment of USD53 million (approximately USD55 million) in clean technology through Sustainable Development Technology Canada (SDTC). The investment, from SDTC’s SD Tech Fund, includes 17 new clean technology projects across Canada in the areas of agriculture, transportation, mining and energy.

On 2 August 2011, Minister of Natural Resources launched the Government of Canada’s new ecoENERGY Innovation Initiative. The CAD 97 million (approximately USD99 million) program will invest in research, development and demonstration projects for clean energy technologies that will create high-quality jobs for Canadians.

On 7 September 2011, Natural Resources Minister announced that the Government of Canada was investing USD78 million over the next two years to improve energy efficiency in Canada’s buildings, homes, industries, vehicles and consumer appliances. The new set of ecoENERGY Efficiency initiatives will help improve energy efficiency, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and save money for Canadians and Canadian businesses.

Some measures have been taken by Canada to develop and deploy energy efficiency and clean energy technologies abroad.

On 14 September 2011, the Clean Technology Accelerator program was launched in San Jose, California. Located in San Jose’s Environmental Business Cluster, the program will provide Canadian high-tech clean energy companies with access to customers and partners in California and other global markets.

Consequently, Canada has been awarded a score of +1 for taking steps for the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies in the country and beyond.

Analyst: Vitaly Nagornov

China: +1

China has fully complied with the commitment to create enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies domestically and abroad.

On 19 January 2011, the Second U.S.-China Strategic Forum on Clean Energy Cooperation concluded in Washington with a series of big clean energy deals signed and companies from both countries having discovered shared goals and interests.

On 3 March 2011, Premier Wen Jiabao announced plans to slash energy consumption and carbon dioxide emissions for each unit of economic growth by 16% and 17% respectively. The country also aims to increase the use of clean energy by raising the percentage of non-fossil fuels in its energy mix to 11.4% from 8.3% in 2010. The targets are part of the country’s wider plan to reduce carbon intensity by 40 to 45% by 2020 from 2005 levels as a key part of the fight against climate change, a pledge made by the Premier. In 2011, China aims to reduce both carbon and energy intensity by about 3.5% compared with the previous year. The five-year blueprint also sets a target to slash emissions of major pollutants by 8 to 10% by 2015.

On 3 March 2011, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao said the goals for 2011-2015 are generally in line with China’s plan to cut carbon intensity – or carbon dioxide emission per unit of GDP – by 40 to 50% by 2020 from 2005’s levels. China has vowed to lift the portion of non-fossil fuels in overall primary energy use to 15% by 2020.

On 5 March 2011, the draft of China’s 12th Five-Year Plan (2011-2015) was submitted to the National People’s Congress, where the key targets of the draft include: Non-fossil fuel to account for 11.4% of primary energy consumption; Energy consumption per unit of GDP to be cut by 16%; carbon dioxide emission per unit of GDP to be cut by 17%.

On 5 March 2011, China announced goals of building 235 million kilowatts of power generation capacity of clean energy in the next five years, in an effort to trim the country’s heavy reliance on fossil fuels. From 2011 to 2015, China plans to launch nuclear energy projects with a combined generation capacity of 40 million kw. In addition to boosting the construction of nuclear power plants in the coastal areas, new plants will be planned in central regions, according to the government’s draft 12th Five-Year Plan. The country also plans to build hydropower stations along major rivers such as the Jinsha River, Yalong River and Dadu River with an installed capacity of 120 million kw. At least 70 million kw of wind power capacity and 5 million kw of solar power capacity will be created in the next five years, according to the draft plan. Moreover, China will construct oil and gas pipelines of about 150,000 kilometers in the next five years. The pipelines include a gas pipeline to central Asia and oil pipelines to Kazakhstan and Myanmar.

On 28 March 2011, Zhou Changyi, director of energy conservation and comprehensive utilization department with the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology said at a conference in Nanjing, capital of eastern Jiangsu Province, that China aims to reduce energy use and carbon emissions per unit of industrial value-added output by 4% this year. Water use per unit of industrial value-added output will be slashed by 7% this year, he said. The cuts are part of the country’s wider plan to reduce energy consumption and carbon emissions per unit of industrial value-added output by 18% by 2015, said MIIT deputy minister Su Bo. The government also pledged a 30% reduction in water consumption per unit of industrial value-added output by 2015, he added.

On 28 March 2011, Su Bo, Vice Minister of the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology, said at a meeting in Nanjing that compulsory targets for the 18% cuts of energy consumption for per unit of industrial output, the minimum reduction of 18% for carbon dioxide emission and 30% slash of water consumption, as well as a increasing the utilization of industrial solid wastes to 72% by 2015 from the level of the end of 2010.

On 29 March 2011, the National Development and Reform Commission announced that the country intends to reduce its energy consumption per unit of gross domestic product by 3.5% compared to 2010, and the water consumption per CNY10.000 of industrial value-added output is set to see a 7% year-on-year dip.

On 28 February 2011, a series of agreements were signed between Fu Ziying, Vice Minister of commerce of China and Rameshore Prasad Khanal, Secretary of the Ministry of Finance on behalf of their respective governments in Kathmandu. According to the agreements, China through the Export-Import Bank of China has agreed to provide a loan assistance of CNY640 million (USD96 million) for the construction of Upper Trisuli 3A Hydropower Project of Nepal. The project capacity of 60 MW is expected to help reduce power deficit from the present power crisis across the country and the construction work is expected to be completed within four years.

On 23 June 2011, Han Wenke, director of the Energy Research Center at the National Development and Reform Commission, said China would invest CNY400 billion (USD62 billion) in the construction of four hydroelectric dams, to help the government boost the share of non-fossil fuels in national energy consumption.

On 6 July 2011, Chinese central government decided to allocate funds to support energy saving and emission reductions in road and waterway transport in the next five years. The program may receive up to CNY10 million (USD1.55 million) in awards for their energy-saving and emission-reduction efforts. Companies and public institutions will be awarded with as much as CNY600 for each metric ton of the equivalent of coal they save each year. Meanwhile, those using alternative fuels will be awarded up to CNY2,000 for each ton of standard oil they substituted, according to the document.

China has been awarded a score of +1 for taking steps for development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies within the country and implementing measures for promoting these initiatives in other countries.

Analyst Svetlana Nikitina
France: +1

France has fully complied with the commitment to create the enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies in its own country and beyond.

Measures have been taken to develop and deploy energy efficiency and clean energy technologies in the country.

On 26 December 2010, Minister of Sustainable Development and the Minister of Economy, Finance and Industry announced changes to the environment bonus-malus.
 In France, cars are taxed (malus) or credited (bonus) if their carbon emissions are above or below certain targets.

On 29 December 2010, Minister of Economy, Finance and Industry and Minister ofIndustry, Energy and Digital Economy launched the third contest for eco-industries’ projects.

On 30 December 2010, Minister of Economy, Finance and Industry and Minister of Industry, Energy and Digital Economy launched a new stage of the system providing certificates for energy savings.

On 7 March 2011, the Government adopted the new regulatory framework for photovoltaic development.

France has undertaken some measures for promoting these initiatives in other countries

On 9 December 2010, French Prime Minister Francois Fillon and Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin signed an agreement to create a centre that will address problems in energy conservation and energy efficiency. Electricity of France (EDF) and Inter RAO UES have established a joint venture to promote high-tech and energy efficient services in the Russian market.

France has been awarded a score of +1 for taking steps for development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies with the country and implementing measures for promoting these initiatives in other countries.

Analyst: Vitaly Nagornov

Germany: +1

Germany has fully complied with the commitment to create enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies domestically and abroad. 

Various measures have been undertaken to encourage the development and deployment of energy efficiency in Germany.

On 8 December 2010, two acts concerning energy came into force. The Nuclear Fuel Tax Act, according to which a tax is imposed on nuclear-energy producers from 1 January 2011 to 31 December 2016. Tax revenues will be used to promote alternative energy sources in Germany and to finance the “Energy and Climate Fund.”
 Secondly, establishing Energy and Climate Fund on 1 January 2011 was approved. The fund is designed to finance the development of renewable energy sources in Germany.

On 17 December 2010, the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety granted EUR1.2 million (USD1.68 million) under the Environmental Innovation Programme for an energy efficiency project, which deals with expanding the use of biomass energy.

On 16 February 2011, The German Federal Cabinet adopted a draft amendment to the Greenhouse Gas Emissions Trading Act (TEHG). The amendment to the Act transposes comprehensive amendments to the EU Emissions Trading Directive into national law. The TEHG amendment serves the purpose of incorporating the rules of EU emissions trading into the German legal system and regulates the enforcement of the Act. The competences of the federal and state governments regarding the enforcement are defined more clearly than before. For example, in future emissions monitoring will be a responsibility of the German Emissions Trading Authority (DEHSt) at the Federal Environment Agency.

On 14 March 2011, following the nuclear accident in Japan, the Federal Government of Germany imposed a three-month moratorium on the extension of the operating lives of Germany’s seven oldest nuclear power plants agreed on 8 December. German Chancellor Angela Merkel announced that the government would be increasing the pace at which Germany moves towards the age of renewables.

On 15 March 2011, the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety approved the adoption of better conditions for the Market Incentive Programme in Germany. The programme has been implemented since March 2008 and is aimed at achieving a share of 14 % of renewable energies in the heating market till 2020. The new conditions comprise providing extended renewable energy subsidies, including subsidies for developing solar and biomass energy.
 

On 30 June 2011, the German Bundestag approved the plan of the Federal Government of Germany to close down all Germany’s nuclear power plants by the end of 2022, thereby adopting a new law ending nuclear power in Germany. According to German parliamentarians, the decision to abandon nuclear power plants sets Germany on the road to an ambitious build-up of renewable energy.

On 8 July 2011, the German Bundestag adopted the Grid Expansion Acceleration Act. The act is aimed at advancing the expansion of the power grid, which is a precondition for the ambitious expansion of renewable energies. One of the objectives of the act is to reduce the duration of authorization procedures. The act is regarded to be vitally important for expanding the use of renewable energy sources.

On 20 September 2011, the European Commission signed its Roadmap for a resource-efficient Europe.
On the same day, German Federal Minister of Economics and Technology Philipp Rösler stated that Germany placed high priority on the Roadmap and Germany would follow the Roadmap to improve its resource-efficiency policy. 

Germany also took actions to develop energy efficiency and clean energy technologies in other countries

From 17 to 25 January 2011, the Afghan Minister for Energy and Water Ismail Khan along with a delegation from the Afghanistan Ministry for Energy and Water visited Germany to consult with Germany’s major experts in energy from waste and visit Germany’s enterprises producing energy from waste. The visit was held under the German Federal Programme Renewable Energy Supply for Rural Areas.

On 9 February 2011, the German Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology introduced its 10-point action plan for North Africa. As stated in the plan, the Ministry is increasing its support for cooperative ventures between German and North African companies within the framework of its Renewable Energy Export Initiative. Planned activities include information events in Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and Egypt on the topics of wind power, solar thermal energy, biogas and photovoltaics. These events will be held in cooperation with Germany’s chambers of industry and commerce and the foreign trade and inward investment agency of the Federal Republic of Germany, Germany Trade and Invest.

On 22 February 2011, largest-ever photovoltaic system in sub-Saharan Africa started operating in Nairobi, Kenya. The system was based on German solar technology built by the German company Energiebau Solarstromsysteme GmbH. The project was supported by the German Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology through its Renewable Energy Export Initiative and by German Federal Ministry for Cooperation and Development through a development partnership with the private sector under its develoPPP.de programme.

Germany has taken measures to develop green energy both in Germany and other countries. Thus Germany was awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Marina Klintsova
India: +1

India has fully complied with the commitment to create enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies domestically and abroad.

India has developed and deployed energy efficient and clean energy technologies in the country.

On 25 November 2010, the State owned power generator, National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC), Asian Development Bank and Kyuden International Corporation of Japan signed a joint venture (JV) agreement to develop renewable power projects in the country. The JV will set up 500MW of non-conventional power generation capacity in India over 3 years. NTPC and its partner companies will develop wind power and small hydro electricity projects. They may also enter other areas of renewable power generation. NTPC has set a target for developing at least 1000MW of renewable energy capacity based on solar, wind, geothermal and small hydro sources. The companies have already approved the proposal to establish 301 MW of solar power generation capacity.

On 10 December 2010, the Central Government allocated projects of 505MW capacity to Rajasthan out of the total shortlisted projects of 630MW. In all the State is set to tap the immense potential of solar energy in this part of the country and an investment of USD1,4 Billion in the solar energy sector in the first phase of Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission.
 

On 12 January 2011, the Government of Gujarat has signed a memorandum of understanding with the Hindustan Construction Company (HCC), the leading engineering construction company, for setting up a renewable energy park in Ahmedabad District’s proposed Dholera waterfront. The estimated investment is USD2.7 billion covering 600 acres of land and would create around 17,000 jobs. The park will offer a platform for global leaders looking to set up research, development, consultancy and manufacturing of components businesses in India in the renewable energy segments such as solar, geothermal, wind and biomass.

On 6 March 2011, Minister of Finance of Jammu and Kashmir Abdul Rahim Rather in his Budget Speech proposed to ear-mark a provision of USD500 thousand in the next year’s budget for supplying solar panels and equipments at highly subsidized prices to public buildings like hospitals, educational institutions and cultural complexes.

On 5 April 2011, India offered to set up an international centre in energy access to boost the provision of energy to remote and inaccessible areas. The offer was made by Dr. Farooq Abdullah, Minister for New and Renewable Energy. This centre will serve as Centre of Excellence in the field of energy access through the use of renewable energy. Making a strong pitch for the use of renewable energy, Dr Abdullah emphasized that renewable energy is the only hope for the future. He also offered to host an international conference on energy access later this year to bring this idea to fruition. He also announced the scaling up of India’s international programme on capacity building and to share expertise and best practices with developing countries.

On 2 September 2011, in a written reply to a question in Lok Sabha, Union Minister of New and Renewable Energy Dr. Farooq Abdullah informed that the Ministry was providing financial support up to USD100 thousand for each solar city to the respective City Government for preparation of a master plan, setting-up institutional arrangements for the implementation of the master plan, awareness generation and capacity building activities. So far, he said, authorization has been given for developing 36 Solar Cities including State Capitals in the Country. The Minister said that besides this, the Ministry was also promoting renewable energy systems and projects on solar and municipal waste-to-energy technologies through fiscal and financial incentives in the cities under other national level programmes.

India has also taken measures to develop and deploy energy efficiency and clean energy technologies in other countries.

On 5 April 2011, Indian Minister for New and Renewable Energy Farooq Abdullah offered to host an international conference on energy access later this year and announced the scaling up of India’s international programme on capacity building and sharing expertise and best practices with developing countries

On 8 July 2011, India offered to expand and strengthen its cooperation with the African countries in the field of Renewable Energy. Speaking at the IRENA-Africa High Level Consultative Forum meeting in Abu Dhabi on Accelerating Renewable Energy Uptake for Africa’s Sustainable Development, Minister of New and Renewable Energy Dr. Farooq Abdullah said that India was already assisting African countries in electrification of villages through solar energy and aimed to set up 40 solar charging stations and 40 biomass gasifiers.

On 23 August 2011, Dr. Fouad Ahmed Aye, Minister of Energy, Water and Natural Resources, Republic of Djibouti held bilateral discussions with Dr. Farooq Abdullah, Minister of New and Renewable Energy in New Delhi. The Minister from Djibouti requested Indian assistance in training of drilling specialists to harness Geothermal Energy. Dr. Abdullah assured him of all possible assistance.
 
On 6 September 2011, agreement on Cooperation for Development between Bangladesh and India was signed. The agreement includes investment and economic cooperation; water resources; generation, transmission and distribution of electricity, including from renewable sources; sub regional cooperation in the power sector, water resources management, physical connectivity, environment and sustainable development etc. The Memorandum of Understanding on cooperation under this agreement in the field of renewable energy aims to establish the basis for a cooperative institutional relationship to encourage and promote technical bilateral cooperation in the areas of solar, wind and bio energy on the basis of mutual benefit, equality and reciprocity.

India has taken measures to develop green energy both in India and other countries. Thus India was awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Alexey Mironov
Indonesia: 0
Indonesia has partially complied with the commitment on development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies in own country and beyond.

Mesures has been taken to create the enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies in Indonesia.

On 30 January 2011 Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources Darwin Zahedy Saleh said the Government encourages companies that generate electricity from waste. The government would give awards the companies which work in the field of conservation and diversification of such energy, said Darwin.

On 10 February 2011 Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources Darwin Zahedy Saleh said that Indonesia will reduce carbon dioxide emissions on 26% by 2020.

On 24 March 2011 Denmark Ambassador for Indonesia H.E. Borge Petersen said that the Embassy of Denmark will donate USD10 million to the Indonesian government for efficiency and energy conservation. Named the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Clearing House Indonesia, the program is aimed at improving efficiency and conservation in many areas such as in homes, in industries and by transportation vehicles.

On 26 September 2011 President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono signed a decree formalizing an action plan to cut greenhouse gas emissions in the country. The decree is a follow up of the Bali Action Plan issued during the 13th Conference of Parties of the United Nations Climate Change Convention (COP UNFCCC) which was organized in Bali in December 2007.

Indonesia has taken steps to create the enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies in its own country. But no facts of Indonesia’s development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies in other countries during the compliance period were registered. Thus, it has been awarded a score of 0.

Analyst: Elena Martynova
Italy: +1

Italy has fully complied with the commitment to create enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies domestically and abroad.

Various measures have been undertaken to create enabling environment for the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies in Italy.

On 13 December 2010, the Ministry of Economic Development (MED), Enel Distribution and the regions Calabria, Campania, Puglia and Sicily have signed four Conventions on realization of structural interventions for distribution network development aimed at providing connection of equipment supplied with renewable sources.

On 21 December 2010, the National Committee for management of the directive 2003/87/CE and for management support of the Kyoto protocol project has approved the deliberation n. 30/2010 of the Emission Trading Committee on the EU’s project NER300. NER300 supposes financing of the projects on production of energy from renewable sources on national territory.

On 22 February 2011, the MED allocated EUR64.5 million (USD96.75 million) for competition on industrial innovation in the context of the initiative “Industry 2015: Made in Italy, Sustainable Mobility and Energy Efficiency.” In 2010 37 projects were facilitated as a result of the competition Energy Efficiency that involved 241 companies and 89 research units.

On 4 March 2011, the Council of Ministers has approved the Decree on photovoltaic
to give incentive to the energy production from renewable sources. The Minister of Economic Development, Paolo Romani, has outlined that the Decree is in line with the national energy objective: to reduce energy costs for enterprises and citizens that are about 30% higher than in other European countries.
 The Minister has announced also that with the Decree on photovoltaic the Ministry finally triggered the stabilization of energy market by renewable sources.
On 18 and 23 March 2011, he met the main protagonists interested in the field – banks, labour associations and unions, enterprises – to discuss the new incentives for renewable sources.

On 23 March 2011, the Decree n.15 from 16.02.2011 executing the Direction 2009/125/CE on establishing the framework for elaborating specifications for ecocompatible planning of energy related products came into effect.
,

On 7 April 2011, in the framework of the initiative of the Interregional operative programme Renewable Energy and Energy Saving 2007-2012 EUR20 million (USD30 million) was allocated for financing innovation projects for manufacturing equipment for generating energy from renewable sources in public buildings.
 The initiative is addressed to Ministers, Universities, Regions, Provinces, Municipalities of Campania, Calabria, Puglia and Sicily.

On 5 May 2011, Minister of Economic Development Paolo Romani and Minister for Environment, Stefania Prestigiacomo signed the Ministerial Decree that defined a new incentive scheme for production of energy from photovoltaic equipment by citizens and enterprises.
 As a result, in two months 600 megawatt of energy produced from photovoltaic were put in use.

Italy has also taken steps to develop and deploy energy efficiency abroad.

On 25 January 2011, Italian Minister of Economic Development, Paolo Romani, and Egyptian Minister of Industry, Mohamed Rachid, discussed bilateral cooperation in the spheres of infrastructure, renewable energy, the role of SME, communication and transport.

On 26 April – 4 May 2011, the Italian-Latin American Institute and Italian DGDC were on a joint mission to Havana (Cuba) in the framework of the declaration of understanding signed in Havana on 11 March 2011 by the two governments. The aim was, inter alia, to define a number of cooperation initiatives in the sector of renewable energy.

On 26 May 2011, Italy started development of 57 sites selected for the installation of solar energy panels in Lebanon. The installation is part of the “Mitigation of Climate Change – Renewable Energy” initiative funded by the Italian Directorate General for Development Cooperation for a total of EUR1 million (approximately USD1.43 million).

On 15 September 2011, the MFA organized a forum on renewable energy and energy efficiency in Latin America in collaboration with the Italo-Latin American Institute, the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB) and the GSE, during which two projects financed by the DGDC and recently developed by the Institute were introduced. These projects include a project in support of the improvement of Latin American energy systems and energy savings systems, with experts from Colombia, Paraguay, Ecuador and Bolivia attending; and a project on the current status and development of geothermic resources in Central America.

Italy has been awarded a score of +1 for taking steps to develop and deploy energy efficiency and clean energy technologies within the country and implementing measures for promoting these initiatives in other countries.

Analyst: Anna Vekshina
Japan: +1

Japan has fully complied with the commitment to create enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies domestically and abroad.

On 24 January 2011, the Energy Efficiency Standards Subcommittee at its 16th meeting decided to add three-phase induction motors (which account for over 50% of the total power consumption in Japan) to the list of devices to be subjected to the Top Runner standard, the key energy efficiency program in Japan.
 The Subcommittee also agreed new and higher target values for commercial refrigerators and freezers to be achieved by FY16, and decided to review energy consumption standards for computers and magnetic disks.

On 11 March 2011, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry of Japan decided to submit a “Bill to Partially Amend the Electricity Business Act and the Gas Business Act” and a “Bill on Special Measures Concerning Procurement of Renewable Energy Sourced Electricity by Electric Utilities” to the 177th session of the Diet. The former bill is aimed at rationalizing utility regulations in a manner that helps increase the use of renewable energy,
 while the latter responds to this task by setting forward a new feed-in tariff scheme.
 

Japan has also attached utmost importance to international cooperation on the way to a worldwide deployment of energy efficient technologies.

On 13 November 2010, the US and Japan launched several initiatives on further cooperation in the areas of clean energy and innovation. U.S.-Japan Clean Energy Policy Dialogue will bring together American and Japanese experts to discuss policies on the development and deployment of clean energy technologies.
 Discussion of next steps in cooperation and financing continued at the second round of Clean Energy Policy Dialog, which took place on 29 July 2011.
 Under the Energy-Smart Communities Initiative the two countries will support energy-efficient buildings, transport, and electric power grids in the Asia-Pacific region which will be open to other APEC economies’ participation.
 On 3 June 2011, Japan and the US agreed to cooperate on the smart grid demonstration project in Hawaii, aimed at establishing a smart community model powered with clean energy.
 

On 11-12 December 2010, at the Japan-Arab Economic Forum, the two sides announced 40 new projects including several cooperation projects related to renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies with Tunisia and Algeria and a solar energy project, in collaboration with Tunisia and Morocco.

On 13 December 2010, Japan and the Kingdom of Morocco signed a Memorandum on Comprehensive Cooperation for Collaborative Projects in the Solar Energy Field. Japan will facilitate technology cooperation to achieve Morocco’s plan to introduce at least 2,000 MW of solar energy by 2019.
 Agreements on environmental cooperation were also signed with Thailand and Singapore.
,

On 1 April 2011, the Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC) launched the Enhanced Facility for Global Cooperation in Low Carbon Infrastructure and Equity Investment. The objective of the Facility is to support foreign investments of Japanese private companies into clean energy projects abroad.

On 22 May 2011, at the Fourth Japan-China-Korea Trilateral Summit Meeting the parties agreed to cooperate in promotion of policies and programs that advance renewable energy technology and energy efficiency domestically and globally.

On 28 May 2011, at the joint press statement following the 20th Japan-EU Summit Meeting the parties expressed their intention to strengthen their dialog on energy policy and, inter alia, deepen information exchange on approaches to promote energy efficiency and renewable energy, as well as joint research in these fields, and lead international efforts in green economy.

On 12 and 13 September 2011, public and private leaders from Japan, the United States and Finland attended the first Workshop for the Global Superior Energy Performance Partnership (GSEP), an international framework of public-private partnerships for superior energy performance. Through the activities at GSEP, Japan intends to promote public-private partnerships with global nations and to disseminate clean energy technologies.

Thus Japan has achieved a score of +1 for enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies domestically and abroad.

Analyst: Ekaterina Maslovskaya

Korea: +1

Korea has fully complied with the commitment to create enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies domestically and abroad.

On 24 March 2011, the Ministry of Environment, local governments and the Korea Environment Corporation agreed to promote ‘environmental infrastructure carbon neutrality program’ to reduce GHG and expand production of clean and renewable energy. The ministry plans to invest about KRW1.8 trillion (USD1.8 billion) from 2011 to 2020 in producing 565GWh of new and renewable energy per year and reducing 360,000 tons of GHG.

On 10 March 2011, the Ministry of Environment agreed to support four large construction companies and their 40 partner firms in energy efficiency improvement.

On 25 January 2011, the Ministry of Environment and the Korea Chamber of Commerce & Industry hold a meeting on environmental policies the ministry gave a presentation on significance of emission trading system and necessity of introducing it and collect opinions from the industry.

On 5 January 2011, the Ministry of Environment made an official announcement of guidelines on greenhouse gas and energy target management system for the public sector.

On 14 March 2011, President Lee Myung-bak won the Zayed International Prize for the Environment for global leadership in environment at Dubai International Convention Center. The judging committee of the Zayed Prize said President Lee’s vision and leadership created a significant opportunity for Korea to become a green economy of low carbon high efficiency.

On 30 November 2010, under the auspices of the Ministry of Environment of Korea Korea-Africa environmental cooperation forum was held in Seoul to contribute to reinforcement of Korea-Africa environmental cooperation foundation through sharing Korea’s experience and technology on green growth policies including clean energy.

In November and December 2010, representatives of the Ministry of Environment of Korea visited Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan to share information on natural gas vehicle (NGV) and each nation’s policies to distribute NGV.
,

On 2-4 March 2011, Korea and nine countries including Bangladesh, Cambodia, Kenya, Laos, Malaysia, Mozambique, Peru and Vietnam met to present each nation’s infrastructure for GHG reduction and made an agreement to realize cooperative projects such as joint researches and trainings and have a meeting twice a year. Financial resources will be provided mainly by Korea.

Korea has held several other forums facilitating partnership and clean technologies transfer among countries, for example, the 33rd International Exhibition on Environmental Technology & Green Energy on 6-8 June 2011,
 Asia Green Business Partnership Forum on 21 June 2011
 Korea has held several other forums facilitating partnership and clean technologies transfer among countries, for example, the 33rd International Exhibition on Environmental Technology & Green Energy on 6-8 June 2011,
 Asia Green Business Partnership Forum on 21 June 2011,
 the 6th Policy Consultation Forum of the Seoul Initiative Network on Green Growth on 4-6 July 2011
 and Korea-Africa Environmental Cooperation Seminar in Seoul on 19 July 2011.

Korea is actively developing and deploying energy efficiency and clean energy technologies both in the country and beyond. Thus it has been awarded a score of +1. 

Analyst: Natalia Churkina

Mexico: +1

Mexico has fully complied with the commitment to create enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies domestically and abroad.

On 26 November 2010, Mexican President Felipe Calderón led the inauguration of the Biodiesel Plant Chiapas, an environmentally friendly plant that is based on modifying the heating process through solar energy. The plant forms part of the Center for Biodiesel Research and Production Technology established between Government of the State of Chiapas and the Colombian Corporation of Agricultural Research. The biodiesel will be produced with jatropha curcas, palm and recycled oil and has an initial production capacity of 20,000 litres a day with a versatility of expansion of up to 10 times its initial capacity.
 

On 28 November 2010, Felipe Calderón inaugurated the Cancún Air Generator, to provide approximately 3,000 MW-hour of clean energy during the 16th Conference of the Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP16) in Cancún.
 On 10 December 2010, a Low CO2 Emission Pavilion built with the participation of the governments of China and Mexico was inaugurated at the Technological University of Cancún.
 
From 29 November to 10 December 2010, Mexico hosted the 16th Conference of the Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in Cancún.
 Delegates established a goal of maintaining the increase in average global temperatures below two degrees centigrade, formalized the transfer of an initial package of USD30 bln for actions from now until 2012, adopted measures to reduce carbon dioxide emissions above the levels agreed at Kyoto and established a Green Fund for mobilizing USD100 billion a year as from 2020 for mitigation in developing countries.
 The aim of the Green Fund proposed by Felipe Calderón is to expand the participation of all the countries undertaking actions to achieve clean development and to support, both financially and technologically, measures for mitigation and adaptation to global warming.

On 7 December 2010, Felipe Calderón reiterated the responsibility of the public and private sectors to deal with climate change in his address to the audience of government officials and top executives of national and international companies. He stressed the need to begin a new era of effective government-business climate cooperation and sustainable economic growth and urged the attendees to share the sense of urgency and ideas required to combat global warming in their home countries.
 
On 7 December 2010, Felipe Calderón met with the Special Envoy for Energy and Climate Change from the United Arab Emirates and Executive Director of Masdar (Abu Dhabi Future Energy Company specializing in development, commercialization and implementation of renewable energy and clean technology solutions) Sultan Al Jaber to strengthen bilateral links between the two nations, especially in energy issues.

On 8 December 2010, Mexico was granted a loan of USD700 million from the World Bank to support the climate change policies and avant-garde initiatives regarding climate change that are being implemented, e. g. efforts to replace all the incandescent bulbs in the country with energy-saving bulbs over the next three years as well as the Domestic Appliance Replacement Program, which offers financial support to families with fewer resources to purchase refrigerators and air conditioners with more efficient energy consumption.

On 17 January 2011, the Federal Electricity Commission (CFE) presented intelligent, self-reading meters that will enable users to read their electricity consumption as part of an ambitious modernization program launched by CFE in the center of the country.

On 27 January 2011, at the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2011 in Davos Mexican President Felipe Calderón highlighted the importance of coordinating efforts between the world’s countries to ensure that the commitments made at the 16th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP16) in Cancún are met.
 
On 27 January 2011, Felipe Calderón met with President of the Spanish firm Iberdrola Ignacio S. Galán to discuss the two projects that the company would realize in Mexico: a cogeneration plant and a wind park. The former project was awarded to Iberdrola through an international bidding in December 2010 and the construction is scheduled to begin in the second half of 2011 in Salamanca, Guanajuato, whereas the latter will take place in Oaxaca and is expected to generate over 20 MW of electricity. Overall investment will reach USD365 million. According to ProMéxico’s investment portfolio,
 sustainable energy sector has registered significant growth in Mexico: 6 investment projects with a focus on wind sector for USD1.503 billion were confirmed in 2010.

In February 2010, Under-Secretary of Urban Development and Territorial Organization Sara Topelson presented the concept of Sustainable Integral Urban Developments (SIUD)
 in London and New York during the Mexican Housing Day.
 Ministry of Social Development (SEDESOL) believes in the feasibility of creating sustainable, integral cities and promotes the construction of SIUDs in the country. Four SIUDs have currently been approved in Mexico: “Valle de San Pedro” in Tijuana, Baja California; “El Rehilete” in Villagrán, Guanajuato; “Puerta de Anza” in Nogales, Sonora; and “El Cielo” in Villahermosa, Tabasco.
 
On 10 March 2011, Felipe Calderón inaugurated the Holcim Apasco Cement Factory in the municipality of Hermosillo. The complex has an installed capacity enabling it to produce 1,600,000 tons of high quality cement annually and is designed to make optimal use of electric and thermal energy, with minimal water consumption. The administrative buildings were constructed using the concept of sustainable development, using sunlight for illumination and heat, and recycling all water for refrigeration and irrigation. The factory involved over USD400 million of investment.

On 11 July 2011, the Mexican Ministry of Energy announced a MXN252 million (USD21.7 million) investment in projects on sustainable energy development. 58% of investment are targeted at bioenergy and biofuel technologies, 14% – at solar energy, 11% – at energy efficiency development, 6% – at geothermal power, 4% – at wind energy and around MXN17 million (USD1.5 million) are aimed at diversification of energy mix.
 

On 27 September 2011, the World Bank reported the progress that Mexico had made in delivering Sustainable Lighting Program. The initiative was implemented by the Electric Power Savings Trust Fund (FIDE) and funded by the World Bank. The project aims to replace 47 million of incandescent light bulbs with more efficient and energy-saving compact fluorescent lamps by the end of 2012. From the beginning of the year to that day, about 4 million light bulbs had been replaced, benefiting more than 600,000 families and surpassing by 10.7% the established target for this year, according to the Energy Ministry.

Mexico has taken steps to create the enabling environment to promote and deploy clean energy technologies within its borders and in other countries and is thus awarded a score of +1. 

Analyst: Polina Arkhipova

Russia: +1

Russia has fully complied with the commitment to create enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies domestically and abroad.

Various measures have been undertaken to create the enabling environments for the development and deployment of energy efficiency in Russia.

On 24 November 2010, the President of Russia approved measures taken by the Russian Government to develop energy efficiency by using local and renewable energy sources.

On 21 December 2010, a bilateral partnership between the Center of Energy Efficiency and Climate Change under the Kurchatov Institute and Moscow State Institute of International Relations (MGIMO-University), and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe was discussed. This partnership will foster the “development of the renewable energy sector in the Russian Federation.”

On 27 December 2010, the Russian Government approved the State Programme on Energy Conservation and Energy Efficiency for the Period up to 2020.
 One of the anticipated results of its implementation is a reduction of energy intensity in the Russian economy by 40% in ten years. This will be achieved by promoting energy efficiency and implementing new technologies in energy generation and transmission, infrastructure, industry, agriculture, transportation and housing.
 

On 27 December 2010, the Commission for Modernisation and Technological Development of Russia’s Economy considered the measures aimed at creating incentives for the production of high-performance energy equipment in Russia.

On 30 December 2010, the Russian Ministry of Economic Development approved the list of 18 clean energy projects realized under Article 6 of the Kyoto Protocol in such spheres as oil extraction, public utilities, hydro energy, waste processing and others.

On 25 January 2011, the Russian Government issued the regulation setting new energy efficiency requirements to buildings and installations.

On 27 June 2011, Russian President Dmitry Medvedev announced pilot projects in some regions to replace local public transport vehicles with electric vehicles and promote use of cars with hybrid engines.

On 5 September 2011, the Russian Government adopted the rules of providing subsidies from the federal budget to the Russian regional budgets for the implementation of energy saving and promoting energy efficiency programs.

Russia has also taken steps to develop and deploy energy efficiency abroad.

On 9 December 2010, Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin and French Prime Minister Francois Fillon at the 15th session of the Russian-French commission on bilateral cooperation agreed to construct a joint energy efficiency centre, which will develop and introduce conservation technologies.

On 10 December 2010, several documents were signed in the presence of Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin and Finnish Prime Minister Mari Kiviniemi. The documents included Memorandum of Understanding on energy efficiency and renewable energy between the Russian Energy Agency (REA) under the Ministry of Energy and the Finnish association the Russian-Finnish Energy Club, and Memorandum of Understanding on energy efficiency and innovations between the REA and the Fortum Corporation.

On 27 April 2011, Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin and Swedish Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt at their joint press conference discussed a draft project of a Russian-Swedish centre on innovation and energy efficiency creation.

Russia 
has undertaken considerable measures both domestically and abroad to promote energy efficiency and clean energy technologies. Thus it has been rewarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Andrey Shelepov

Saudi Arabia: 0

Saudi Arabia has partially complied with the commitment to create enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies domestically and abroad.

From 7 February 2011 to 8 February 2011, the second meeting of the International Advisory Council (IAC) of the King Abdullah Petroleum Studies and Research Center (KAPSARC) was held in Riyadh. The meeting was chaired by Saudi Minister of Petroleum and Mineral Resources Ali L-Naimi. One of the aims of the meeting was to present an overview and report on the progress of the four research projects undertaken in the Research Center: Solar Energy Market Incentives for the Kingdom, Review of National Energy Efficiency Initiatives, Framework for Carbon Capture Sequestration Program in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and Oil Price Drivers and Movements.
 

On 4 April 2011, the 3rd Saudi Solar Energy Forum was hosted by King Abdullah City for Atomic and Renewable Energy (KA-CARE), Saudi Arabia. At the meeting, Dr. Khalid Al-Sulaiman, Vice-President of the King Abdullah City for Atomic and Renewable Energy stressed the importance for the Kingdom to increase its power generating capacity while reducing the amount of fossil fuels used to produce electricity. Participants of the forum were representatives of the public and the private sector, including leading international energy firms and investors. The forum’s agenda was to discuss ways to use solar energy to help diversify Saudi Arabia’s energy.
 Though these steps are considered to be part of the Kingdom’s efforts to explore ways and means for the development of sustainable and alternative energy, no other facts of Saudi Arabia’s efforts in developing energy efficiency and clean energy technologies have been recorded.

On 27 July 2011, King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology (scientific organization) and Massachusetts Institute of Technology signed a Research Collaboration Agreement to Establish the Center for Complex Engineering Systems (CCES) in Riyadh and Cambridge to conduct advanced research in fields of urbanism, transportation and sustainability of resources. The CCES is expected to contribute to providing new solutions and innovations in methods of planning and financing large and complex engineering projects and systems such as cities, energy, water and transportation systems.

On 8 August 2011, the Saudi Center for Energy Efficiency (SCEE) announced that it would carry on its previously started summer awareness campaign on raising the efficiency of using electricity in household appliances. The campaign is aimed at raising awareness in the field of energy conservation.

No facts of Saudi Arabia’s steps to develop energy efficiency and clean energy technologies in other countries during the compliance period have been registered.

Saudi Arabia has taken measures to develop energy efficiency in the country, but no facts of contributing to its development abroad have been registered. Thus it has been awarded a score of 0 

Analyst: Marina Klintsova
South Africa: +1

South Africa has fully complied with the commitment to create enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies domestically and abroad.

Meausres have been taken to promote energy efficiency in other countries.

The Deputy Minister of International Relations and Cooperation of the Republic of South Africa, Marius Fransman, and the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Spain, Mr. Juan Antonio Yáñez-Barnuevo, led the 7th Session of the South Africa-Spain Annual Consultations held in Pretoria from 1 to 2 February 2011. The parties paid special attention to the potential for cooperation existing in certain priority sectors including renewable energy.
 

On 10 February 2011, in his state of the nation address at the Joint Sitting of Parliament Jacob G Zuma, President of the Republic of South Africa declared that the government of the South Africa would start generating energy from renewable energy power producers, which will demonstrate the commitment to renewable energy development.

Minister of External Relations of the Federative Republic of Brazil, Antonio de Aguiar Patriota, and the Minister of International Relations and Cooperation of South Africa, H.E. Ambassador Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, met in New Delhi on 8th March 2011 for the VII IBSA Trilateral Ministerial Commission. The Ministers noted that energy is an area of great mutual interest for cooperation under IBSA. They welcomed the signing of a MoU for cooperation on solar energy at the 4th IBSA Summit in April 2010. They welcomed the holding of a Workshop on Biofuels Production Technologies to be organized by the Indian Government, during the VI Energy WG Meeting.

On 2 – 3 March 2011, on the occasion of the State Visit to France of the President of the Republic of South Africa, Mr. Jacob G Zuma, at the invitation of the President of the French Republic, Mr. Nicolas Sarkozy, the two Heads of State in their Joint Communiqué pledged to enhance their cooperation in the field of energy and have reaffirmed their shared commitment to an innovative, broad-based and dynamic partnership, especially in the field of renewable energy and civil nuclear energy. The meeting in Paris in February 2011 of the French and South African Ministers of Energy in the framework of the bilateral Cooperation Agreement on Energy represents a significant milestone. In follow-up to this meeting, the parties have agreed to conclude a Road Map on Energy to guide future cooperation in this field.

Some measures have been taken to develop and deploy energy efficiency in South Africa.

On 21 June 2011, the Government of South Africa has signed the Memorandum of Understanding (MofU) with IEA. Areas covered under this MofU include renewable energy, data management and analysis, energy efficiency, clean technologies, policy analysis amongst others. The MofU also emphasized the need for South Africa to cooperate with IEA on the ways to diversify or energy mix and to move to modern forms of generating and using energy.

On 1 August 2011, the Government of the South Africa has declared the launch of the Renewable Energy Independent Power Producer Programme. It is a part of implementation of the national commitment on introducing renewable energy as part of the energy generation mix. The Government of the Republic of South Africa decided to embark on this massive renewable energy programme by inviting the private sector to participate.

Thus, South Africa has undertaken a wide range of measures related to cooperation with other countries in clean energy technologies development, as well as measures to develop clean energy technologies domestically. Thus, South Africa is awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Yuriy Zaytsev
Turkey: 0
Turkey has partially complied with the commitment to create enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies domestically and abroad.

On 29 December 2010, Grand National Assembly of Turkey adopted amendments on the law previously issued on 10 May 2005 concerning Renewable Energy Resources for Electricity Generation.
 The Renewable Energy Law aims to encourage energy production from renewables by providing incentives for the generation of energy from sources such as wind, solar power, biomass, hydropower and geothermals. The legislative framework adjusts the prices for the sale of electricity to the state according to the generation method.
 

On 11 January 2011, Turkey’s Energy Market Regulatory Authority (EMRA) President Hasan Koktas stated a total of USD4.5 billion will be invested in Turkey’s electricity and natural gas sector in 2011. Koktas said that for the first time in Turkey’s history, over half the share of energy investments will go towards renewable energy generation.
 

On 22 February 2011, the Grand National Assembly of Turkey ratified a Law on International Renewable Energy Agency status.

On 15 March 2011, Turkey’s Undersecretariat of Treasury and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development signed a memorandum of understanding. In the memorandum both sides outlined their intention to develop and implement measures aimed at building a more energy efficient economy and strengthening Turkey’s competitiveness through the increased use of green technologies. The action plan outlines key areas for cooperation between the EBRD and Turkey for investments and policy initiatives in renewable energy and energy efficiency projects in various sectors including power and energy, industry, municipal and environmental infrastructure, transport, and agriculture.
 

Turkey has partially fulfilled its commitment on development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies in the country. However, no facts of Turkey’s activities in the field in other countries during the compliance period have been registered. Thus it has been awarded a score of 0.

Analyst: Victor Kobyletskiy
United Kingdom: +1

The UK has fully complied with the commitment to create enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies domestically and abroad.

The UK Department of Energy and Climate Change is designing primary legislation provisions for a new obligation on energy companies to support energy efficiency measures for their customers. It works with the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills to establish a Green Investment Bank to support private investment in clean energy and green technologies.
 Establishment of the Green Investment Bank is already included into the Plan for Growth launched on 23 March 2011 by HM Treasury.

On 12 July 2011, Department of Energy and Climate Change published the Electricity Market Reform White Paper which contained measures to attract investment into the clean energy, including putting in place a Carbon Price Floor by the Government to reduce investor uncertainty and introduction of new long-term contracts to provide financial incentives to invest in all forms of low-carbon electricity generation.

On 5 August 2011, The UK Government published the new report “Enabling the Transition to a Green Economy: Government and Business Working Together” which will form the basis for continuing dialogue between government, business and communities on climate change, resource efficiency and offshore wind generation until 2020.

On 31 August 2011, Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills, Vince Cable announced GBP6.5 million investment to provide training for up to 50 of the best engineering students as part of a new Industrial Doctorate Centre in Offshore Renewable Energy.

In August 2011, the UK Government opened the new GBP15 million “Renewable Heat Premium Payment” scheme, which will help to install eco-heaters, including biomass boilers, solar hot water panels and heat pumps, in the houses.

The UK Department of Energy and Climate Change is launching new energy dialogues with China and Brazil and is planning to agree an action plan for cooperation with Norway on renewables, to design a new international Green Fund with international partners, to use the Advisory Group on Climate Finance proposals (to raise USD100 billion by 2020) to drive international agreement on innovative sources of finance for climate change and to establish the Capital Markets Climate Initiative to use private sector expertise to test new and innovative instruments for leveraging private finance to tackle climate change in developing countries.

On 18 November 2010, International Development Secretary Andrew Mitchell also announced that the UK was working on two new public-private partnership projects to generate renewable energy in developing countries in Asia and Africa.

On 8 September 2011, the Chancellor of the Exchequer of the UK, George Osborne and Chinese Vice Premier Wang Qishan signed a Memorandum of Understanding on energy cooperation, to further develop practical co-operation on renewable energy issues, particularly offshore wind.

The United Kingdom is developing and deploying energy efficiency and clean energy technologies both domestically and in other countries. Thus it has been awarded a score of +1. 

Analyst: Natalia Churkina

United States: +1

The United States has fully complied with the commitment to create enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies domestically and abroad.

On 16 December 2011, U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) announced a partial loan guarantee for a USD1.3 billion loan to support the world’s largest wind farm – the Caithness Shepherds Flat, an 845-megawatt wind generation facility located in eastern Oregon.

On 16 December 2011, DOE announced its intention to fund up to USD50 million to test and demonstrate innovative technologies that will lead to cost-competitive solar energy technologies.

On 19 January 2011, U.S. Energy Secretary Steven Chu announced new efforts to promote clean energy in tribal communities. In 2011 up to USD10 million will be available through DOE’s Tribal Energy Program to support the evaluation, development and deployment of energy efficiency and renewable energy projects on tribal lands.

On 24 February 2011, Energy Secretary Steven Chu announced that the U.S. Department of Energy finalized a USD96.8 million Recovery Act supported loan guarantee to a project sponsored by U.S. Geothermal, Inc. to construct a 23 megawatt (net) geothermal power project in Malheur County, in southeastern Oregon. The project would use first-of-a-kind technology that could expand geothermal resource development.

On 3 March 2011, U.S. Energy Secretary Steven Chu announced the offer of a conditional commitment to Record Hill Wind LLC for a USD102 million loan guarantee which will support a 50.6 megawatt wind power plant and an eight mile transmission line and associated interconnection equipment near the town of Roxbury, Maine.

On 29 March 2011, U.S. Energy Secretary Steven Chu announced the “America’s Next Top Energy Innovator” challenge. The initiative would let start-ups license technologies developed by the National Laboratories for USD1,000 and build successful businesses.

On 5 April 2011, DOE announced USD112.5 million funding over five years for development of advanced solar photovoltaic (PV)-related manufacturing processes throughout the United States.
 On 5 April 2011, DOE also announced USD26.6 Million in Funding for development of advanced hydropower technologies that can produce power more efficiently.

On 6 April 2011, the U.S. and Quatar signed agreement to strengthen cooperation on clean energy. The two countries agreed to promote collaboration on the development and deployment of cost-effective and sustainable clean energy technologies.

On 12 April 2011, DOE announced the offer of a conditional commitment for a USD1.187 billion loan guarantee to support the California Valley Solar Ranch project which includes the construction of a 250 megawatt alternating current photovoltaic (PV) solar generating facility.

On 20 April 2011, U.S. Energy Secretary Steven Chu announced that up to USD130 million from the Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy (ARPA-E) would be made available to develop five new program areas in clean energy technologies.

On 8 June 2011, in support of President Obama's goal of generating 80% of the country's electricity from clean energy sources by 2035, U.S. Department of Energy announced the availability of up to USD70 million in new funding over three years for technology advancements in geothermal energy.

On 14 June 2011, U.S. Energy Secretary Steven Chu announced USD2 billion of conditional commitments to provide loan guarantees to support two concentrating solar power (CSP) projects - the Mojave Solar Project (MSP) and Genesis Solar Project in California.

On 24 June 2011, President Obama launched the Advanced Manufacturing Partnership which will bring together industry, universities and the federal government to invest in energy efficiency. The Department of Energy will invest up to USD120 million over three years.

On 1 September 2011, Energy Secretary Steven Chu announced more than USD145 million for projects to help shape the next generation of solar energy technologies. Sixty-nine projects in 24 states will accelerate research and development to increase efficiency, lower costs and advance cutting-edge technologies.

The United States has taken steps to create the enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies within the country and beyond. Therefore the score is +1.

Analyst: Tatyana Lanshina

European Union: +1

The EU has fully complied with the commitment to create enabling environments that are conducive to the development and deployment of energy efficiency and clean energy technologies domestically and abroad.

Several measures have been undertaken to promote energy efficiency and clean energy technologies in the EU.

On 31 January 2011, the European Commission presented its Communication on the progress of renewable energy in the EU. It shows that the 2020 renewable energy policy goals are likely to be met and exceeded if Member States fully implement their national renewable energy action plans and ensure a doubling annual capital investments in renewable energy from EUR35 billion (approximately USD46.5 billion) per year to EUR70 billion (approximately USD93 million).

On 8 March 2011, the European Commission adopted a plan for saving more energy through energy efficiency standards for public sector and public procurement, renovation process in private buildings, improvement of the efficiency of power and heat generation, energy efficiency requirements for industrial equipment, improved information provision for small and medium-sized enterprises and energy audits and energy management systems for large companies.

The EU has taken steps to develop and deploy energy efficiency and clean energy technologies in other countries. 

On 22 November 2010, the Coordinators of the EU – Russia Energy Dialogue, the Commissioner Günther H. Oettinger and Minister Sergey Shmatko, organised a high-level conference to mark the 10th anniversary of the EU-Russia Energy Dialogue where both sides agreed to cooperate in the development of new technologies and energy efficiency.

On 24 January 2011, the Memorandum of Understanding on cooperation in the field of energy, including renewable energy, energy efficiency and modern clean technologies, between the EU and the Republic of Uzbekistan was signed in Brussels.

On 2 February 2011, the European Commission co-organized an expert roundtable conference on the topic “Engaging China on Climate Change: Crossroads of 21st-century Foreign Policy” in Brussels.

The European Union has taken actions to develop and deploy energy efficiency and clean energy technologies both in the EU and in other countries. Thus it has been awarded a score of +1.

Analyst: Natalia Churkina
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� This scholarship is offered to students from the following countries: Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon , Cape Verde, Central Africa, Chad, Congo Democratic Republic of Congo, Democratic Republic of São Tomé and Príncipe, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco,Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, South Africa, South Sudan, Sudan, Swaziland, Uganda, Union of Comoros, Zambia, and Zimbabwe
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� “2011 Annual Report on the European Union's Development and External Assistance Policies and Their 


Implementation in 2010” (2011) Date of Access: 30 April 2012. �HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�http��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�://��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�ec��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�.��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�europa��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�.��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�eu��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�/��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�europeaid��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�/��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�files��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�/��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�publications��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�/��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�europeaid��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�_��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�annual��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�_��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�report��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�_2011_��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�en��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�.��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�pdf�


� For more project examples, see: �HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�http��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�://��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�ec��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�.��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�europa��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�.��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�eu��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�/��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�europeaid��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�/��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�files��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�/��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�publications��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�/��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�europeaid��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�_��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�annual��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�_��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�report��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�_2011_��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�en��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�.��HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/files/publications/europeaid_annual_report_2011_en.pdf"�pdf�


� Based on information gathered from Global Trade Alert


� G20 Information Centre (November 15, 2008) “The G20 Washington Summit Commitments” <http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/analysis/commitments-08-washington.html>


� Note that the listed countries are predicted to be affected by Global Trade Alert
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� “Argentina: Reference Prices for Drinking Glasses” (6 December 2010) Date of Access: July 7, 2012. �HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�http��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�://��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�www��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�.��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�globaltradealert��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�.��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�org��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�/��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�measure��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�/��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�argentina��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�-��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�reference��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�-��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�prices��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�-��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�drinking��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�-��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-drinking-glasses"�glasses�
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� “Argentina: Reference Prices on Imports of “Long Pile” Fabrics from China, Indonesia, South Korea, and Other Asian Countries” (25 February 2011) Date of Access: July 7, 2012. �HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-galvanic-anodes"�http��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-galvanic-anodes"�://��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-galvanic-anodes"�www��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-galvanic-anodes"�.��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-galvanic-anodes"�globaltradealert��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-galvanic-anodes"�.��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-galvanic-anodes"�org��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-galvanic-anodes"�/��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-galvanic-anodes"�measure��HYPERLINK "http://www.globaltradealert.org/measure/argentina-reference-prices-galvanic-anodes"�/�argentina-reference-prices-imports-“long-pile”-fabrics-china-indonesia-sout
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Angela can you do a quick look on this website and look for increases or reforms to education or training programs? All the examples we have are one moment in time, it is hard to know if there was an increase. 
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